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This chapter contains Ohio’s general animal protection related statutes with an effective date on or before
October 1, 2013. It begins with a detailed overview of the provisions contained in these laws, followed by the full
text of the statutes themselves. The various provisions are organized into categories. Within the first thirteen of these
categories, the relevant part of each statute is italicized. Category 14 provides a non-italicized version of each of the
previously referenced statutes, in numerical order. The penalties and related provisions for categories 12 and 13
are generally located within each of those respective sections.
Ohio may employ similar provisions within other non-animal-specific criminal and civil statutes; may have other
more specific statutes in addition to those included; and may have a variety of animal-related regulations in effect.
Because the law is continually evolving, always review an official source for the most current language of any
statute.
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OHIO
1. GENERAL PROHIBITIONS *

(1)
Abandoning animals
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.01
(2)
Injuring animals
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.02
(3)
Poisoning animals
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.03
(4)
Cruelty to animals
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.13
(5)
Knowing cruelty to companion animals
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.131(B)
(6)
Negligent cruelty to companion animals
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.131(C)
(7)
Knowing cruelty to companion animal by
kennel employee
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.131(D)
(8)
Negligent cruelty to companion animal by
kennel employee
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.131(E)

OH-3

OHIO continued
1. GENERAL PROHIBITIONS * continued

(9)
Selling; removing a microchip, teeth, or claws
from; possessing without displaying proper
warning signs a dangerous wild animal or
restricted snake
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 935.18(A),(B),
(C),(E),(F),(G)
(10)
Releasing a dangerous wild animal or
restricted snake
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 935.18(D)

Animals Covered in Definition

“[E]very living dumb creature”
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.01

Classification of Crimes

(1), (6)
[1st offense]:
2nd degree misdemeanor
[Subsequent offenses]:
1st degree misdemeanor
---------(2)
[If injured animal is valued at less than $300]:
2nd degree misdemeanor
[If injured animal is valued at more than
$300]:
1st degree misdemeanor
---------(3)
4th degree misdemeanor
(4)
2nd degree misdemeanor
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OHIO continued
Classification of Crimes continued

(5), (9)
[1st offense]:
1st degree misdemeanor
[Subsequent offenses]:
5th degree felony
---------(7), (10)
5th degree felony
(8)
1st degree misdemeanor

2. MAXIMUM PENALTIES **

(1), (6)
[1st offense]:
90 days jail
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.24
and
$750 fine
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.28
[Subsequent offenses]:
6 months jail
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.24
and
$1,000 fine
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.28
---------(2)
[If injured animal is valued at less than $300]:
90 days jail
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.24
and
$750 fine
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.28
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OHIO continued
2. MAXIMUM PENALTIES ** continued

(2)
[If injured animal is valued at more than
$300]:
6 months jail
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.24
and
$1,000 fine
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.28
---------(3)
30 days jail
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.24
and
$250 fine
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.28
(4)
90 days jail
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.24
and
$750 fine
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.28
---------(5), (9)
[1st offense]:
6 months jail
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.24
and
$1,000 fine
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.28
[Subsequent offenses]:
12 months imprisonment
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.14
and
$2,500 fine
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.18
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OHIO continued
2. MAXIMUM PENALTIES ** continued

(7), (10)
12 months imprisonment
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.14
and
$2,500 fine
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.18
(8)
6 months jail
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.24
and
$1,000 fine
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.28

3. EXEMPTIONS ***

1
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.02
4, 9
OHIO REV. CODE ANN.
§ 959.13(A)(2),(4), (B)
1, 2, 9
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.131(F)

4. COUNSELING / EVALUATIONS H

Court may order those convicted of cruelty to
a companion animal to undergo a
psychological evaluation or counseling, costs
to be borne by offender.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.99(E)(6)

5. PROTECTIVE ORDERS H

-----
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OHIO continued
6. RESTITUTION / REIMBURSEMENT
OF COSTS / BONDING & LIENS H

Court may order person charged with a
violation of companion animal cruelty to post
a bond for the costs of care for impounded
animals.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.132(E)
Upon conviction, court may order offender to
pay costs of care.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.132(F)
If seized animal is forfeited and sold,
proceeds will first be applied to costs of care.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.99(D)
Court may order person convicted of
companion animal cruelty to reimburse costs
of care.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.99(E)
Person guilty of cruelty to animal owned by
another person is liable to owner for damages.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.11
If an animal is seized to protect it from
neglect, owner is liable for costs of care.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.13

EDITOR’S NOTE: Under state general criminal
laws, persons convicted of certain misdemeanors
and felonies may be ordered to pay restitution and
reimbursement of costs.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. §§ 2929.18, 2929.28
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OHIO continued
7. SEIZURE / ON-SITE SUPERVISION

Any law enforcement officer, agent of a
county humane society, dog warden, assistant
dog warden, or other person appointed to act
as an animal control officer, may impound a
companion animal if there is probable cause
to believe that it or other companion animals
that are kept by the same person on the
premises are the subject of companion animal
cruelty.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.132(B)
After charges are filed alleging companion
animal cruelty, the court may authorize an
officer or another person to visit the place
where the companion animal is being kept, to
determine whether the companion animal is
receiving proper care and to impound it if it is
not receiving such care.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.132(H)
Humane society members can require law
enforcement agents to take possession of any
animal cruelly treated.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.09
Any person may seize an animal to protect it
from neglect.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.13
When a complaint is made that the
complainant believes an animal protection
law is being violated, the court shall issue and
deliver a warrant, directed to any peace
officer or agent of a society for the prevention
of cruelty to animals, authorizing him to enter
and search such building or place and arrest
all persons there violating, or attempting to
violate such law.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2933.31
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OHIO continued
8. FORFEITURE / POSSESSION H

Failure to post or renew a court-ordered bond
may result in forfeiture of impounded
animals.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.132(E)(3)
Upon conviction, the court may order animals
forfeited.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.132(F)(2)
Court may order the forfeiture of cruelly
treated animals.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.99(D),(E)
Court may prohibit or place limitations on the
ability to own or care for any companion
animals for a specified or indefinite period of
time for those convicted of companion animal
cruelty.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.99(E)

9. CROSS ENFORCEMENT / REPORTING

Humane society agents may arrest any person
violating a law that protects animals or
persons
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. §§ 1717.04, 1717.06,
and can require other law enforcement
officers to do so as well
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.09,
and must report suspected child abuse or
neglect.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.14

10. VETERINARIAN REPORTING / IMMUNITY

-----
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OHIO continued
11. LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICIES

Appointed Ohio Humane Society agents,
approved by local authorities, may arrest
violators.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. §§ 1717.04, 1717.06
An officer, agent, or member of the Ohio
Humane Society or of a county humane
society may interfere to prevent the
perpetration of any act of cruelty to animals
in his presence, may use necessary force to
prevent it, and may summon to his aid any
bystanders.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.08
Humane society members can require law
enforcement agents to arrest violators.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.09
A humane society may employ attorneys to
prosecute violations of law relating to the
prevention of cruelty to animals; such
attorneys shall be paid by the county.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2931.18
Judge or magistrate may issue a warrant
authorizing law enforcement to enter
premises of alleged cruelty violation.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2933.31

12. SEXUAL ASSAULT

-----
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OHIO continued
Various animal fighting activities, including
spectatorship, are misdemeanors.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.15

13. FIGHTING

Dogfighting is a felony.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.16
Peace officers may seize dogs and cause such
dogs to be impounded, and shall confiscate
equipment or devices.
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.16
Procedures for seizure and impoundment of
fighting dogs
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.161
Other Felony Provisions Affecting Animals I

-----

* States may have other more specific statutes in addition to the general animal protection statutes referenced in this table.
** Despite statutory maximums, states often employ sentencing guidelines that may significantly alter the allowable sentence.
*** Exemptions:1-veterinary practice, 2-research animals, 3-wildlife, 4-traditional farm animal husbandry practices, 5-slaughter, 6-pest control,
7-rodeo, 8-zoos/circuses, 9-other.
H This table generally references only those provisions that are within each state’s animal protection statutes. States may employ similar
provisions within other non-animal-specific criminal and civil statutes, and may also have a variety of animal-related regulations in effect.
I This list is not exhaustive; states may authorize felony penalties for other crimes involving animals not included in this table.
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1.

GENERAL PROHIBITIONS

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.01 (2013). Abandoning animals.
No owner or keeper of a dog, cat, or other domestic animal, shall abandon such animal.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.02 (2013). Injuring animals.
No person shall maliciously, or willfully, and without the consent of the owner, kill or injure a
horse, mare, foal, filly, jack, mule, sheep, goat, cow, steer, bull, heifer, ass, ox, swine, dog, cat,
or other domestic animal that is the property of another. This section does not apply to a
licensed veterinarian acting in an official capacity.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.03 (2013). Poisoning animals.
No person shall maliciously, or willfully and without the consent of the owner, administer
poison, except a licensed veterinarian acting in such capacity, to a horse, mare, foal, filly, jack,
mule, sheep, goat, cow, steer, bull, heifer, ass, ox, swine, dog, cat, poultry, or any other domestic
animal that is the property of another; and no person shall, willfully and without the consent of
the owner, place any poisoned food where it may be easily found and eaten by any of such
animals, either upon his own lands or the lands of another.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.13 (2013). Cruelty to animals.
(A) No person shall:
(1) Torture an animal, deprive one of necessary sustenance, unnecessarily or cruelly
beat, needlessly mutilate or kill, or impound or confine an animal without supplying it
during such confinement with a sufficient quantity of good wholesome food and water;
(2) Impound or confine an animal without affording it, during such confinement, access
to shelter from wind, rain, snow, or excessive direct sunlight if it can reasonably be
expected that the animals would otherwise become sick or in some other way suffer.
Division (A)(2) of this section does not apply to animals impounded or confined prior to
slaughter. For the purpose of this section, shelter means a man-made enclosure,
windbreak, sunshade, or natural windbreak or sunshade that is developed from the
earth’s contour, tree development, or vegetation.
(3) Carry or convey an animal in a cruel or inhuman manner;
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(4) Keep animals other than cattle, poultry or fowl, swine, sheep, or goats in an
enclosure without wholesome exercise and change of air, nor or [sic.] feed cows on food
that produces impure or unwholesome milk;
(5) Detain livestock in railroad cars or compartments longer than twenty-eight hours
after they are so placed without supplying them with necessary food, water, and
attention, nor permit such stock to be so crowded as to overlie, crush, wound, or kill each
other.
(B) Upon the written request of the owner or person in custody of any particular shipment of
livestock, which written request shall be separate and apart from any printed bill of lading or
other railroad form, the length of time in which such livestock may be detained in any cars or
compartments without food, water, and attention, may be extended to thirty-six hours without
penalty therefor. This section does not prevent the dehorning of cattle.
(C) All fines collected for violations of this section shall be paid to the society or association for
the prevention of cruelty to animals, if there be such in the county, township, or municipal
corporation where such violation occurred.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.131 (2013). Prohibitions concerning companion animals.
(A) As used in this section:
(1) “Companion animal” means any animal that is kept inside a residential dwelling and
any dog or cat regardless of where it is kept. “Companion animal” does not include
livestock or any wild animal.
(2) “Cruelty,” “torment,” and “torture” have the same meanings as in section 1717.01 of
the Revised Code.
(3) “Residential dwelling” means a structure or shelter or the portion of a structure or
shelter that is used by one or more humans for the purpose of a habitation.
(4) “Practice of veterinary medicine” has the same meaning as in section 4741.01 of the
Revised Code.
(5) “Wild animal” has the same meaning as in section 1531.01 of the Revised Code.
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(6) “Federal animal welfare act” means the “Laboratory Animal Act of 1966,” Pub. L.
No. 89-544, 80 Stat. 350 (1966), 7 U.S.C.A. 2131 et seq., as amended by the “Animal
Welfare Act of 1970,” Pub. L. No. 91-579, 84 Stat. 1560 (1970), the “Animal Welfare
Act Amendments of 1976,” Pub. L. No. 94-279, 90 Stat. 417 (1976), and the “Food
Security Act of 1985,” Pub. L. No. 99-198, 99 Stat. 1354 (1985), and as it may be
subsequently amended.
(7) “Dog kennel” means an animal rescue for dogs that is registered under section 956.06
of the Revised Code, a boarding kennel, or a training kennel.
(8) “Boarding kennel” has the same meaning as in section 956.01 of the Revised Code.
(9) “Training kennel” means an establishment operating for profit that keeps, houses, and
maintains dogs for the purpose of training the dogs in return for a fee or other
consideration.
(10) “Livestock” means horses, mules, and other equidae; cattle, sheep, goats, and other
bovidae; swine and other suidae; poultry; alpacas; llamas; captive white-tailed deer; and
any other animal that is raised or maintained domestically for food or fiber.
(11) “Captive white-tailed deer” has the same meaning as in section 1531.01 of the
Revised Code.
(B) No person shall knowingly torture, torment, needlessly mutilate or maim, cruelly beat,
poison, needlessly kill, or commit an act of cruelty against a companion animal.
(C) No person who confines or who is the custodian or caretaker of a companion animal shall
negligently do any of the following:
(1) Commit any act by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is caused,
permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief, against
the companion animal;
(2) Omit any act of care by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is
caused, permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief,
against the companion animal;
(3) Commit any act of neglect by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is
caused, permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief,
against the companion animal;
(4) Needlessly kill the companion animal;
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(5) Deprive the companion animal of necessary sustenance, confine the companion
animal without supplying it during the confinement with sufficient quantities of good,
wholesome food and water, or impound or confine the companion animal without
affording it, during the impoundment or confinement, with access to shelter from heat,
cold, wind, rain, snow, or excessive direct sunlight, if it can reasonably be expected that
the companion animal would become sick or suffer in any other way as a result of or due
to the deprivation, confinement, or impoundment or confinement in any of those specified
manners.
(D) No owner, manager, or employee of a dog kennel who confines or is the custodian or
caretaker of a companion animal shall knowingly do any of the following:
(1) Torture, torment, needlessly mutilate or maim, cruelly beat, poison, needlessly kill, or
commit an act of cruelty against the companion animal;
(2) Deprive the companion animal of necessary sustenance, confine the companion
animal without supplying it during the confinement with sufficient quantities of food and
water, or impound or confine the companion animal without affording it, during the
impoundment or confinement, with access to shelter if it is substantially certain that the
companion animal would die or experience unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering
due to the deprivation, confinement, or impoundment or confinement in any of those
specified manners.
(E) No owner, manager, or employee of a dog kennel who confines or is the custodian or
caretaker of a companion animal shall negligently do any of the following:
(1) Commit any act by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is caused,
permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief, against
the companion animal;
(2) Omit any act of care by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is
caused, permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief,
against the companion animal;
(3) Commit any act of neglect by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is
caused, permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief,
against the companion animal;
(4) Needlessly kill the companion animal;
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(5) Deprive the companion animal of necessary sustenance, confine the companion
animal without supplying it during the confinement with sufficient quantities of good,
wholesome food and water, or impound or confine the companion animal without
affording it, during the impoundment or confinement, with access to shelter from heat,
cold, wind, rain, snow, or excessive direct sunlight if it can reasonably be expected that
the companion animal would become sick or suffer in any other way as a result of or due
to the deprivation, confinement, or impoundment or confinement in any of those specified
manners.
(F) Divisions (B), (C), (D), and (E) of this section do not apply to any of the following:
(1) A companion animal used in scientific research conducted by an institution in
accordance with the federal animal welfare act and related regulations;
(2) The lawful practice of veterinary medicine by a person who has been issued a license,
temporary permit, or registration certificate to do so under Chapter 4741. of the Revised
Code;
(3) Dogs being used or intended for use for hunting or field trial purposes, provided that
the dogs are being treated in accordance with usual and commonly accepted practices for
the care of hunting dogs;
(4) The use of common training devices, if the companion animal is being treated in
accordance with usual and commonly accepted practices for the training of animals;
(5) The administering of medicine to a companion animal that was properly prescribed by
a person who has been issued a license, temporary permit, or registration certificate under
Chapter 4741. of the Revised Code.
(G) Notwithstanding any section of the Revised Code that otherwise provides for the distribution
of fine moneys, the clerk of court shall forward all fines the clerk collects that are so imposed for
any violation of this section to the treasurer of the political subdivision or the state, whose county
humane society or law enforcement agency is to be paid the fine money as determined under this
division. The treasurer to whom the fines are forwarded shall pay the fine moneys to the county
humane society or the county, township, municipal corporation, or state law enforcement agency
in this state that primarily was responsible for or involved in the investigation and prosecution of
the violation. If a county humane society receives any fine moneys under this division, the
county humane society shall use the fine moneys to provide the training that is required for
humane agents under section 1717.06 of the Revised Code.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.01 (2013). Definitions.
As used in sections 1717.01 to 1717.14, inclusive, of the Revised Code, and in every law relating
to animals:
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(A) “Animal” includes every living dumb creature;
(B) “Cruelty,” “torment,” and “torture” include every act, omission, or neglect by which
unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is caused, permitted, or allowed to continue, when
there is a reasonable remedy or relief;
(C) “Owner” and “person” include corporations. For the purpose of this section the knowledge
and acts of the agents and employees of a corporation, in regard to animals transported, owned,
or employed by, or in the custody of, such agents and employees, are the knowledge and acts of
the corporation.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 935.18 (2013). Prohibitions.
(A) Except for a restricted snake specified in division (L)(1) of section 935.01 of the Revised
Code, no person shall sell or offer for sale at auction a dangerous wild animal or restricted
snake.
(B) Except for a microchip removed for purposes of a medical emergency by a veterinarian that
is qualified to provide veterinary care to the dangerous wild animal, no person shall knowingly
remove a microchip that is implanted in a dangerous wild animal as required in section 935.04
of the Revised Code.
(C) No person that possesses a dangerous wild animal or restricted snake shall fail to post and
display any of the following:
(1) On each cage in which a dangerous wild animal is confined, signs warning the public
that a dangerous wild animal is confined in the cage;
(2) At each entrance to the property where a dangerous wild animal is confined, a sign
warning the public that a dangerous wild animal is on the property;
(3) On each container in which a restricted snake is confined, a sign warning the public
that a restricted snake is in the container;
(4) At the main entrance to each structure where a restricted snake is confined, a sign
warning the public that a restricted snake is in the structure;
(5) On a vehicle that is used to transport a dangerous wild animal or restricted snake, a
sign warning that a dangerous wild animal or restricted snake, as applicable, is in the
vehicle. The signs shall comply with standards established in rules.
(D) No person shall knowingly release a dangerous wild animal or restricted snake into the wild.
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(E) No person shall allow a dangerous wild animal or restricted snake to roam off the property
where it is confined.
(F) No person shall remove any teeth or claws from a dangerous wild animal or restricted snake,
as applicable, unless determined to be medically necessary by a veterinarian.
(G) No person shall violate any other provisions of this chapter or rules.
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2.

PENALTIES

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.99 (2013). Penalties.
(A) Whoever violates section 959.18 or 959.19 of the Revised Code is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor.
(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates section 959.02 of the Revised
Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree. If the value of the animal killed or the
injury done amounts to three hundred dollars or more, whoever violates section 959.02 of the
Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.
(C) Whoever violates section 959.03, 959.06, 959.12, 959.15, or 959.17 of the Revised Code is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(D) Whoever violates division (A) of section 959.13 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the second degree. In addition, the court may order the offender to forfeit the
animal or livestock and may provide for its disposition, including, but not limited to, the sale of
the animal or livestock. If an animal or livestock is forfeited and sold pursuant to this division,
the proceeds from the sale first shall be applied to pay the expenses incurred with regard to the
care of the animal from the time it was taken from the custody of the former owner. The balance
of the proceeds from the sale, if any, shall be paid to the former owner of the animal.
(E)
(1) Whoever violates division (B) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree on a first offense and a felony of the fifth degree on each
subsequent offense.
(2) Whoever violates section 959.01 of the Revised Code or division (C) of section
959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree on a first
offense and a misdemeanor of the first degree on each subsequent offense.
(3) Whoever violates division (D) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
felony of the fifth degree.
(4) Whoever violates division (E) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree.
(5)
(a) A court may order a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation
of section 959.131 of the Revised Code to forfeit to an impounding agency, as
defined in section 959.132 of the Revised Code, any or all of the companion
animals in that person’s ownership or care. The court also may prohibit or place
limitations on the person’s ability to own or care for any companion animals for a
specified or indefinite period of time.
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(b) A court may order a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation
of section 959.131 of the Revised Code to reimburse an impounding agency for
the reasonably necessary costs incurred by the agency for the care of a companion
animal that the agency impounded as a result of the investigation or prosecution
of the violation, provided that the costs were not otherwise paid under section
959.132 of the Revised Code.
(6) If a court has reason to believe that a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a
violation of section 959.131 of the Revised Code suffers from a mental or emotional
disorder that contributed to the violation, the court may impose as a community control
sanction or as a condition of probation a requirement that the offender undergo
psychological evaluation or counseling. The court shall order the offender to pay the
costs of the evaluation or counseling.
(F) Whoever violates section 959.14 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the
second degree on a first offense and a misdemeanor of the first degree on each subsequent
offense.
(G) Whoever violates section 959.05 or 959.20 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor
of the first degree.
(H) Whoever violates section 959.16 of the Revised Code is guilty of a felony of the fourth
degree for a first offense and a felony of the third degree on each subsequent offense.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.14 (2013). Basic prison terms.
(A) Except as provided in division (C), (D)(1), (D)(2), (D)(3), (D)(4), (D)(5), (D)(6), (D)(7),
(D)(8), (G), (I), (J), or (L) of this section or in division (D)(6) of section 2919.25 of the Revised
Code and except in relation to an offense for which a sentence of death or life imprisonment is to
be imposed, if the court imposing a sentence upon an offender for a felony elects or is required
to impose a prison term on the offender pursuant to this chapter, the court shall impose a definite
prison term that shall be one of the following:
(1) For a felony of the first degree, the prison term shall be three, four, five, six, seven,
eight, nine, or ten years.
(2) For a felony of the second degree, the prison term shall be two, three, four, five, six,
seven, or eight years.
(3) For a felony of the third degree, the prison term shall be one, two, three, four, or five
years.
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(4) For a felony of the fourth degree, the prison term shall be six, seven, eight, nine, ten,
eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, or eighteen months.
(5) For a felony of the fifth degree, the prison term shall be six, seven, eight, nine, ten,
eleven, or twelve months.
* * * * *

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.18 (2013). Financial sanctions; restitution.
(A) Except as otherwise provided in this division and in addition to imposing court costs
pursuant to section 2947.23 of the Revised Code, the court imposing a sentence upon an offender
for a felony may sentence the offender to any financial sanction or combination of financial
sanctions authorized under this section or, in the circumstances specified in section 2929.32 of
the Revised Code, may impose upon the offender a fine in accordance with that section.
Financial sanctions that may be imposed pursuant to this section include, but are not limited to,
the following:
(1) Restitution by the offender to the victim of the offender’s crime or any survivor of the
victim, in an amount based on the victim’s economic loss. If the court imposes restitution,
the court shall order that the restitution be made to the victim in open court, to the adult
probation department that serves the county on behalf of the victim, to the clerk of courts,
or to another agency designated by the court. If the court imposes restitution, at
sentencing, the court shall determine the amount of restitution to be made by the
offender. If the court imposes restitution, the court may base the amount of restitution it
orders on an amount recommended by the victim, the offender, a presentence
investigation report, estimates or receipts indicating the cost of repairing or replacing
property, and other information, provided that the amount the court orders as restitution
shall not exceed the amount of the economic loss suffered by the victim as a direct and
proximate result of the commission of the offense. If the court decides to impose
restitution, the court shall hold a hearing on restitution if the offender, victim, or survivor
disputes the amount. All restitution payments shall be credited against any recovery of
economic loss in a civil action brought by the victim or any survivor of the victim against
the offender.
If the court imposes restitution, the court may order that the offender pay a surcharge of
not more than five per cent of the amount of the restitution otherwise ordered to the entity
responsible for collecting and processing restitution payments.
The victim or survivor may request that the prosecutor in the case file a motion, or the
offender may file a motion, for modification of the payment terms of any restitution
ordered. If the court grants the motion, it may modify the payment terms as it determines
appropriate.
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(2) Except as provided in division (B)(1), (3), or (4) of this section, a fine payable by the
offender to the state, to a political subdivision, or as described in division (B)(2) of this
section to one or more law enforcement agencies, with the amount of the fine based on a
standard percentage of the offender’s daily income over a period of time determined by
the court and based upon the seriousness of the offense. A fine ordered under this
division shall not exceed the maximum conventional fine amount authorized for the level
of the offense under division (A)(3) of this section.
(3) Except as provided in division (B)(1), (3), or (4) of this section, a fine payable by the
offender to the state, to a political subdivision when appropriate for a felony, or as
described in division (B)(2) of this section to one or more law enforcement agencies, in
the following amount:
(a) For a felony of the first degree, not more than twenty thousand dollars;
(b) For a felony of the second degree, not more than fifteen thousand dollars;
(c) For a felony of the third degree, not more than ten thousand dollars;
(d) For a felony of the fourth degree, not more than five thousand dollars;
(e) For a felony of the fifth degree, not more than two thousand five hundred
dollars.
(4) A state fine or costs as defined in section 2949.111 of the Revised Code.
(5)
(a) Reimbursement by the offender of any or all of the costs of sanctions incurred
by the government, including the following:
(i) All or part of the costs of implementing any community control
sanction, including a supervision fee under section 2951.021 of the
Revised Code;
(ii) All or part of the costs of confinement under a sanction imposed
pursuant to section 2929.14, 2929.142, or 2929.16 of the Revised Code,
provided that the amount of reimbursement ordered under this division
shall not exceed the total amount of reimbursement the offender is able to
pay as determined at a hearing and shall not exceed the actual cost of the
confinement;
(iii) All or part of the cost of purchasing and using an immobilizing or
disabling device, including a certified ignition interlock device, or a
remote alcohol monitoring device that a court orders an offender to use
under section 4510.13 of the Revised Code.
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(b) If the offender is sentenced to a sanction of confinement pursuant to section
2929.14 or 2929.16 of the Revised Code that is to be served in a facility operated
by a board of county commissioners, a legislative authority of a municipal
corporation, or another local governmental entity, if, pursuant to section 307.93,
341.14, 341.19, 341.23, 753.02, 753.04, 753.16, 2301.56, or 2947.19 of the
Revised Code and section 2929.37 of the Revised Code, the board, legislative
authority, or other local governmental entity requires prisoners to reimburse the
county, municipal corporation, or other entity for its expenses incurred by reason
of the prisoner’s confinement, and if the court does not impose a financial
sanction under division (A)(5)(a)(ii) of this section, confinement costs may be
assessed pursuant to section 2929.37 of the Revised Code. In addition, the
offender may be required to pay the fees specified in section 2929.38 of the
Revised Code in accordance with that section.
(c) Reimbursement by the offender for costs pursuant to section 2929.71 of the
Revised Code.

(B)
(1) For a first, second, or third degree felony violation of any provision of Chapter 2925.,
3719., or 4729. of the Revised Code, the sentencing court shall impose upon the offender
a mandatory fine of at least one-half of, but not more than, the maximum statutory fine
amount authorized for the level of the offense pursuant to division (A)(3) of this section.
If an offender alleges in an affidavit filed with the court prior to sentencing that the
offender is indigent and unable to pay the mandatory fine and if the court determines the
offender is an indigent person and is unable to pay the mandatory fine described in this
division, the court shall not impose the mandatory fine upon the offender.
(2) Any mandatory fine imposed upon an offender under division (B)(1) of this section
and any fine imposed upon an offender under division (A)(2) or (3) of this section for any
fourth or fifth degree felony violation of any provision of Chapter 2925., 3719., or 4729.
of the Revised Code shall be paid to law enforcement agencies pursuant to division (F) of
section 2925.03 of the Revised Code.
(3) For a fourth degree felony OVI offense and for a third degree felony OVI offense, the
sentencing court shall impose upon the offender a mandatory fine in the amount specified
in division (G)(1)(d) or (e) of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code, whichever is
applicable. The mandatory fine so imposed shall be disbursed as provided in the division
pursuant to which it is imposed.
* * * * *
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OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.24 (2013). Definite jail terms for misdemeanor; eligibility for
county jail industry program; reimbursement sanction; costs of confinement.
(A) Except as provided in section 2929.22 or 2929.23 of the Revised Code or division (E) or (F)
of this section and unless another term is required or authorized pursuant to law, if the
sentencing court imposing a sentence upon an offender for a misdemeanor elects or is required
to impose a jail term on the offender pursuant to this chapter, the court shall impose a definite
jail term that shall be one of the following:
(1) For a misdemeanor of the first degree, not more than one hundred eighty days;
(2) For a misdemeanor of the second degree, not more than ninety days;
(3) For a misdemeanor of the third degree, not more than sixty days;
(4) For a misdemeanor of the fourth degree, not more than thirty days.
(B)
(1) A court that sentences an offender to a jail term under this section may permit the
offender to serve the sentence in intermittent confinement or may authorize a limited
release of the offender as provided in division (b) of section 2929.26 of the revised code.
The court retains jurisdiction over every offender sentenced to jail to modify the jail
sentence imposed at any time, but the court shall not reduce any mandatory jail term.
(2)
(a) If a prosecutor, as defined in section 2935.01 of the revised code, has filed a
notice with the court that the prosecutor wants to be notified about a particular
case and if the court is considering modifying the jail sentence of the offender in
that case, the court shall notify the prosecutor that the court is considering
modifying the jail sentence of the offender in that case. The prosecutor may
request a hearing regarding the court’s consideration of modifying the jail
sentence of the offender in that case, and, if the prosecutor requests a hearing, the
court shall notify the eligible offender of the hearing.
(b) If the prosecutor requests a hearing regarding the court’s consideration of
modifying the jail sentence of the offender in that case, the court shall hold the
hearing before considering whether or not to release the offender from the
offender’s jail sentence.
(C) If a court sentences an offender to a jail term under this section and the court assigns the
offender to a county jail that has established a county jail industry program pursuant to section
5147.30 of the Revised Code, the court shall specify, as part of the sentence, whether the
offender may be considered for participation in the program. During the offender’s term in the
county jail, the court retains jurisdiction to modify its specification regarding the offender’s
participation in the county jail industry program.
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(D) If a person is sentenced to a jail term pursuant to this section, the court may impose as part of
the sentence pursuant to section 2929.28 of the Revised Code a reimbursement sanction, and, if
the local detention facility in which the term is to be served is covered by a policy adopted
pursuant to section 307.93, 341.14, 341.19, 341.21, 341.23, 753.02, 753.04, 753.16, 2301.56, or
2947.19 of the Revised Code and section 2929.37 of the Revised Code, both of the following
apply:
(1) The court shall specify both of the following as part of the sentence:
(a) If the person is presented with an itemized bill pursuant to section 2929.37 of
the Revised Code for payment of the costs of confinement, the person is required
to pay the bill in accordance with that section.
(b) If the person does not dispute the bill described in division (D)(1)(a) of this
section and does not pay the bill by the times specified in section 2929.37 of the
Revised Code, the clerk of the court may issue a certificate of judgment against
the person as described in that section.
(2) The sentence automatically includes any certificate of judgment issued as described in
division (D)(1)(b) of this section.
(E) If an offender who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of division (B) of section
4511.19 of the Revised Code also is convicted of or also pleads guilty to a specification of the
type described in section 2941.1416 of the Revised Code and if the court imposes a jail term on
the offender for the underlying offense, the court shall impose upon the offender an additional
definite jail term of not more than six months. The additional jail term shall not be reduced
pursuant to any provision of the Revised Code. The offender shall serve the additional jail term
consecutively to and prior to the jail term imposed for the underlying offense and consecutively
to any other mandatory term imposed in relation to the offense.
(F)
(1) If an offender is convicted of or pleads guilty to a misdemeanor violation of section
2907.23, 2907.24, 2907.241, or 2907.25 of the Revised Code and to a specification of the
type described in section 2941.1421 of the Revised Code and if the court imposes a jail
term on the offender for the misdemeanor violation, the court may impose upon the
offender an additional definite jail term as follows:
(a) Subject to division (F)(1)(b) of this section, an additional definite jail term of
not more than sixty days;

OH-26

(b) If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one or
more misdemeanor or felony violations of section 2907.22, 2907.23, 2907.24,
2907.241, or 2907.25 of the Revised Code and also was convicted of or pleaded
guilty to a specification of the type described in section 2941.1421 of the Revised
Code regarding one or more of those violations, an additional definite jail term of
not more than one hundred twenty days.
(2) In lieu of imposing an additional definite jail term under division (F)(1) of this
section, the court may directly impose on the offender a sanction that requires the
offender to wear a real-time processing, continual tracking electronic monitoring device
during the period of time specified by the court. The period of time specified by the court
shall equal the duration of an additional jail term that the court could have imposed upon
the offender under division (F)(1) of this section. A sanction imposed under this division
shall commence on the date specified by the court, provided that the sanction shall not
commence until after the offender has served the jail term imposed for the misdemeanor
violation of section 2907.23, 2907.24, 2907.241, or 2907.25 of the Revised Code and any
residential sanction imposed for the violation under section 2929.26 of the Revised Code.
A sanction imposed under this division shall be considered to be a community control
sanction for purposes of section 2929.25 of the Revised Code, and all provisions of the
Revised Code that pertain to community control sanctions shall apply to a sanction
imposed under this division, except to the extent that they would by their nature be
clearly inapplicable. The offender shall pay all costs associated with a sanction imposed
under this division, including the cost of the use of the monitoring device.
(G) If an offender is convicted of or pleads guilty to a misdemeanor violation of section 2903.13
of the Revised Code and also is convicted of or pleads guilty to a specification of the type
described in section 2941.1423 of the Revised Code that charges that the victim of the violation
was a woman whom the offender knew was pregnant at the time of the violation, the court shall
impose on the offender a mandatory jail term that is a definite term of at least thirty days.
(H) If a court sentences an offender to a jail term under this section, the sentencing court retains
jurisdiction over the offender and the jail term. Upon motion of either party or upon the court’s
own motion, the court, in the court’s sole discretion and as the circumstances warrant, may
substitute one or more community control sanctions under section 2929.26 or 2929.27 of the
Revised Code for any jail days that are not mandatory jail days.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.28 (2013). Financial sanctions; court costs.
(A) In addition to imposing court costs pursuant to section 2947.23 of the Revised Code, the
court imposing a sentence upon an offender for a misdemeanor, including a minor misdemeanor,
may sentence the offender to any financial sanction or combination of financial sanctions
authorized under this section. If the court in its discretion imposes one or more financial
sanctions, the financial sanctions that may be imposed pursuant to this section include, but are
not limited to, the following:
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(1) Unless the misdemeanor offense is a minor misdemeanor or could be disposed of by
the traffic violations bureau serving the court under Traffic Rule 13, restitution by the
offender to the victim of the offender’s crime or any survivor of the victim, in an amount
based on the victim’s economic loss. The court may not impose restitution as a sanction
pursuant to this division if the offense is a minor misdemeanor or could be disposed of by
the traffic violations bureau serving the court under Traffic Rule 13. If the court requires
restitution, the court shall order that the restitution be made to the victim in open court or
to the adult probation department that serves the jurisdiction or the clerk of the court on
behalf of the victim.
If the court imposes restitution, the court shall determine the amount of restitution to be
paid by the offender. If the court imposes restitution, the court may base the amount of
restitution it orders on an amount recommended by the victim, the offender, a
presentence investigation report, estimates or receipts indicating the cost of repairing or
replacing property, and other information, provided that the amount the court orders as
restitution shall not exceed the amount of the economic loss suffered by the victim as a
direct and proximate result of the commission of the offense. If the court decides to
impose restitution, the court shall hold an evidentiary hearing on restitution if the
offender, victim, or survivor disputes the amount of restitution. If the court holds an
evidentiary hearing, at the hearing the victim or survivor has the burden to prove by a
preponderance of the evidence the amount of restitution sought from the offender.
All restitution payments shall be credited against any recovery of economic loss in a civil
action brought by the victim or any survivor of the victim against the offender. No person
may introduce evidence of an award of restitution under this section in a civil action for
purposes of imposing liability against an insurer under section 3937.18 of the Revised
Code.
If the court imposes restitution, the court may order that the offender pay a surcharge, of
not more than five per cent of the amount of the restitution otherwise ordered, to the
entity responsible for collecting and processing restitution payments.
The victim or survivor may request that the prosecutor in the case file a motion, or the
offender may file a motion, for modification of the payment terms of any restitution
ordered. If the court grants the motion, it may modify the payment terms as it determines
appropriate.
(2) A fine of the type described in divisions (A)(2)(a) and (b) of this section payable to the
appropriate entity as required by law:
(a) A fine in the following amount:
(i) For a misdemeanor of the first degree, not more than one thousand dollars;
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(ii) For a misdemeanor of the second degree, not more than seven hundred fifty
dollars;
(iii) For a misdemeanor of the third degree, not more than five hundred dollars;
(iv) For a misdemeanor of the fourth degree, not more than two hundred fifty
dollars;
(v) For a minor misdemeanor, not more than one hundred fifty dollars.
(b) A state fine or cost as defined in section 2949.111 of the Revised Code.
* * * * *

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 935.99 (2013). Penalties.
(A) Whoever violates division (A), (B), (C), (E), (F), or (G) of section 935.18 of the Revised Code
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree on a first offense and a felony of the fifth degree on
each subsequent offense.
(B) Whoever violates division (D) of section 935.18 of the Revised Code is guilty of a felony of
the fifth degree.
(C) Whoever violates division (C) of section 935.29 of the Revised Code is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor. Each day of continued violation constitutes a separate offense. Fines levied and
collected for violations of that division shall be distributed by the mayor or clerk of the
municipal court in accordance with section 733.40 or division (F) of section 1901.31 of the
Revised Code to the treasury of the municipal corporation whose ordinance was violated.
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3.

EXEMPTIONS

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.02 (2013). Injuring animals.
No person shall maliciously, or willfully, and without the consent of the owner, kill or injure a
horse, mare, foal, filly, jack, mule, sheep, goat, cow, steer, bull, heifer, ass, ox, swine, dog, cat,
or other domestic animal that is the property of another. This section does not apply to a licensed
veterinarian acting in an official capacity.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.13 (2013). Cruelty to animals.
(A) No person shall:
(1) Torture an animal, deprive one of necessary sustenance, unnecessarily or cruelly beat,
needlessly mutilate or kill, or impound or confine an animal without supplying it during
such confinement with a sufficient quantity of good wholesome food and water;
(2) Impound or confine an animal without affording it, during such confinement, access
to shelter from wind, rain, snow, or excessive direct sunlight if it can reasonably be
expected that the animals would otherwise become sick or in some other way suffer.
Division (A)(2) of this section does not apply to animals impounded or confined prior to
slaughter. For the purpose of this section, shelter means a man-made enclosure,
windbreak, sunshade, or natural windbreak or sunshade that is developed from the earth’s
contour, tree development, or vegetation.
(3) Carry or convey an animal in a cruel or inhuman manner;
(4) Keep animals other than cattle, poultry or fowl, swine, sheep, or goats in an
enclosure without wholesome exercise and change of air, nor or [sic.] feed cows on food
that produces impure or unwholesome milk;
(5) Detain livestock in railroad cars or compartments longer than twenty-eight hours after
they are so placed without supplying them with necessary food, water, and attention, nor
permit such stock to be so crowded as to overlie, crush, wound, or kill each other.
(B) Upon the written request of the owner or person in custody of any particular shipment of
livestock, which written request shall be separate and apart from any printed bill of lading or
other railroad form, the length of time in which such livestock may be detained in any cars or
compartments without food, water, and attention, may be extended to thirty-six hours without
penalty therefor. This section does not prevent the dehorning of cattle.
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(C) All fines collected for violations of this section shall be paid to the society or association for
the prevention of cruelty to animals, if there be such in the county, township, or municipal
corporation where such violation occurred.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.131 (2013). Prohibitions concerning companion animals.
(A) As used in this section:
(1) “Companion animal” means any animal that is kept inside a residential dwelling and
any dog or cat regardless of where it is kept. “Companion animal” does not include
livestock or any wild animal.
(2) “Cruelty,” “torment,” and “torture” have the same meanings as in section 1717.01 of
the Revised Code.
(3) “Residential dwelling” means a structure or shelter or the portion of a structure or
shelter that is used by one or more humans for the purpose of a habitation.
(4) “Practice of veterinary medicine” has the same meaning as in section 4741.01 of the
Revised Code.
(5) “Wild animal” has the same meaning as in section 1531.01 of the Revised Code.
(6) “Federal animal welfare act” means the “Laboratory Animal Act of 1966,” Pub. L.
No. 89-544, 80 Stat. 350 (1966), 7 U.S.C.A. 2131 et seq., as amended by the “Animal
Welfare Act of 1970,” Pub. L. No. 91-579, 84 Stat. 1560 (1970), the “Animal Welfare
Act Amendments of 1976,” Pub. L. No. 94-279, 90 Stat. 417 (1976), and the “Food
Security Act of 1985,” Pub. L. No. 99-198, 99 Stat. 1354 (1985), and as it may be
subsequently amended.
(7) “Dog kennel” means an animal rescue for dogs that is registered under section 956.06
of the Revised Code, a boarding kennel, or a training kennel.
(8) “Boarding kennel” has the same meaning as in section 956.01 of the Revised Code.
(9) “Training kennel” means an establishment operating for profit that keeps, houses, and
maintains dogs for the purpose of training the dogs in return for a fee or other
consideration.
(10) “Livestock” means horses, mules, and other equidae; cattle, sheep, goats, and other
bovidae; swine and other suidae; poultry; alpacas; llamas; captive white-tailed deer; and
any other animal that is raised or maintained domestically for food or fiber.
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(11) “Captive white-tailed deer” has the same meaning as in section 1531.01 of the
Revised Code.
(B) No person shall knowingly torture, torment, needlessly mutilate or maim, cruelly beat,
poison, needlessly kill, or commit an act of cruelty against a companion animal.
(C) No person who confines or who is the custodian or caretaker of a companion animal shall
negligently do any of the following:
(1) Commit any act by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is caused,
permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief, against the
companion animal;
(2) Omit any act of care by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is
caused, permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief,
against the companion animal;
(3) Commit any act of neglect by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is
caused, permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief,
against the companion animal;
(4) Needlessly kill the companion animal;
(5) Deprive the companion animal of necessary sustenance, confine the companion
animal without supplying it during the confinement with sufficient quantities of good,
wholesome food and water, or impound or confine the companion animal without
affording it, during the impoundment or confinement, with access to shelter from heat,
cold, wind, rain, snow, or excessive direct sunlight, if it can reasonably be expected that
the companion animal would become sick or suffer in any other way as a result of or due
to the deprivation, confinement, or impoundment or confinement in any of those
specified manners.
(D) No owner, manager, or employee of a dog kennel who confines or is the custodian or
caretaker of a companion animal shall knowingly do any of the following:
(1) Torture, torment, needlessly mutilate or maim, cruelly beat, poison, needlessly kill, or
commit an act of cruelty against the companion animal;
(2) Deprive the companion animal of necessary sustenance, confine the companion
animal without supplying it during the confinement with sufficient quantities of food and
water, or impound or confine the companion animal without affording it, during the
impoundment or confinement, with access to shelter if it is substantially certain that the
companion animal would die or experience unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering
due to the deprivation, confinement, or impoundment or confinement in any of those
specified manners.
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(E) No owner, manager, or employee of a dog kennel who confines or is the custodian or
caretaker of a companion animal shall negligently do any of the following:
(1) Commit any act by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is caused,
permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief, against the
companion animal;
(2) Omit any act of care by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is
caused, permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief,
against the companion animal;
(3) Commit any act of neglect by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is
caused, permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief,
against the companion animal;
(4) Needlessly kill the companion animal;
(5) Deprive the companion animal of necessary sustenance, confine the companion
animal without supplying it during the confinement with sufficient quantities of good,
wholesome food and water, or impound or confine the companion animal without
affording it, during the impoundment or confinement, with access to shelter from heat,
cold, wind, rain, snow, or excessive direct sunlight if it can reasonably be expected that
the companion animal would become sick or suffer in any other way as a result of or due
to the deprivation, confinement, or impoundment or confinement in any of those
specified manners.
(F) Divisions (B), (C), (D), and (E) of this section do not apply to any of the following:
(1) A companion animal used in scientific research conducted by an institution in
accordance with the federal animal welfare act and related regulations;
(2) The lawful practice of veterinary medicine by a person who has been issued a license,
temporary permit, or registration certificate to do so under Chapter 4741. of the Revised
Code;
(3) Dogs being used or intended for use for hunting or field trial purposes, provided that
the dogs are being treated in accordance with usual and commonly accepted practices
for the care of hunting dogs;
(4) The use of common training devices, if the companion animal is being treated in
accordance with usual and commonly accepted practices for the training of animals;
(5) The administering of medicine to a companion animal that was properly prescribed
by a person who has been issued a license, temporary permit, or registration certificate
under Chapter 4741. of the Revised Code.
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(G) Notwithstanding any section of the Revised Code that otherwise provides for the distribution
of fine moneys, the clerk of court shall forward all fines the clerk collects that are so imposed for
any violation of this section to the treasurer of the political subdivision or the state, whose county
humane society or law enforcement agency is to be paid the fine money as determined under this
division. The treasurer to whom the fines are forwarded shall pay the fine moneys to the county
humane society or the county, township, municipal corporation, or state law enforcement agency
in this state that primarily was responsible for or involved in the investigation and prosecution of
the violation. If a county humane society receives any fine moneys under this division, the
county humane society shall use the fine moneys to provide the training that is required for
humane agents under section 1717.06 of the Revised Code.
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4.

COUNSELING / EVALUATIONS

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.99 (2013). Penalties.
(A) Whoever violates section 959.18 or 959.19 of the Revised Code is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor.
(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates section 959.02 of the Revised
Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree. If the value of the animal killed or the
injury done amounts to three hundred dollars or more, whoever violates section 959.02 of the
Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.
(C) Whoever violates section 959.03, 959.06, 959.12, 959.15, or 959.17 of the Revised Code is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(D) Whoever violates division (A) of section 959.13 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the second degree. In addition, the court may order the offender to forfeit the
animal or livestock and may provide for its disposition, including, but not limited to, the sale of
the animal or livestock. If an animal or livestock is forfeited and sold pursuant to this division,
the proceeds from the sale first shall be applied to pay the expenses incurred with regard to the
care of the animal from the time it was taken from the custody of the former owner. The balance
of the proceeds from the sale, if any, shall be paid to the former owner of the animal.
(E)
(1) Whoever violates division (B) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree on a first offense and a felony of the fifth degree on each
subsequent offense.
(2) Whoever violates section 959.01 of the Revised Code or division (C) of section
959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree on a first
offense and a misdemeanor of the first degree on each subsequent offense.
(3) Whoever violates division (D) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
felony of the fifth degree.
(4) Whoever violates division (E) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree.
(5)
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(a) A court may order a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation
of section 959.131 of the Revised Code to forfeit to an impounding agency, as
defined in section 959.132 of the Revised Code, any or all of the companion
animals in that person’s ownership or care. The court also may prohibit or place
limitations on the person’s ability to own or care for any companion animals for a
specified or indefinite period of time.
(b) A court may order a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation
of section 959.131 of the Revised Code to reimburse an impounding agency for
the reasonably necessary costs incurred by the agency for the care of a companion
animal that the agency impounded as a result of the investigation or prosecution
of the violation, provided that the costs were not otherwise paid under section
959.132 of the Revised Code.
(6) If a court has reason to believe that a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a
violation of section 959.131 of the Revised Code suffers from a mental or emotional
disorder that contributed to the violation, the court may impose as a community control
sanction or as a condition of probation a requirement that the offender undergo
psychological evaluation or counseling. The court shall order the offender to pay the
costs of the evaluation or counseling.
(F) Whoever violates section 959.14 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the
second degree on a first offense and a misdemeanor of the first degree on each subsequent
offense.
(G) Whoever violates section 959.05 or 959.20 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor
of the first degree.
(H) Whoever violates section 959.16 of the Revised Code is guilty of a felony of the fourth
degree for a first offense and a felony of the third degree on each subsequent offense.
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5.

PROTECTIVE ORDERS
-----
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6.

RESTITUTION / REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS / BONDING & LIENS

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.132 (2013). Procedures for seizure and impoundment of
companion animals.
(A) As used in this section:
(1) “Companion animal” has the same meaning as in section 959.131 of the Revised
Code.
(2) “Impounding agency” means a county humane society organized under section
1717.05 of the Revised Code, an animal shelter, or a law enforcement agency that has
impounded a companion animal in accordance with this section.
(3) “Offense” means a violation of section 959.131 of the Revised Code or an attempt, in
violation of section 2923.02 of the Revised Code, to violate section 959.131 of the
Revised Code.
(4) “Officer” means any law enforcement officer, agent of a county humane society, or
other person appointed to act as an animal control officer for a municipal corporation or
township in accordance with state law, an ordinance, or a resolution.
(B) An officer may seize and cause to be impounded at an impounding agency a companion
animal that the officer has probable cause to believe is the subject of an offense. No officer or
impounding agency shall impound a companion animal that is the subject of an offense in a
shelter owned, operated, or controlled by a board of county commissioners pursuant to Chapter
955. of the Revised Code unless the board, by resolution, authorizes the impoundment of such a
companion animal in a shelter owned, operated, or controlled by that board and has executed, in
the case when the officer is other than a dog warden or assistant dog warden, a contract
specifying the terms and conditions of the impoundment.
(C) The officer shall give written notice of the seizure and impoundment to the owner, keeper, or
harborer of the companion animal that was seized and impounded. If the officer is unable to give
the notice to the owner, keeper, or harborer of the companion animal, the officer shall post the
notice on the door of the residence or in another conspicuous place on the premises at which the
companion animal was seized. The notice shall include a statement that a hearing will be held
not later than ten days after the notice is provided or at the next available court date to
determine whether the officer had probable cause to seize the companion animal and, if
applicable, to determine the amount of a bond or cash deposit that is needed to provide for the
companion animal’s care and keeping for not less than thirty days beginning on the date on
which the companion animal was impounded.
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(D) A companion animal that is seized under this section may be humanely destroyed
immediately or at any time during impoundment if a licensed veterinarian determines it to be
necessary because the companion animal is suffering.
(E)
(1) Not later than ten days after notice is provided or at the next available court date, the
court shall hold a hearing to determine whether the officer impounding a companion
animal had probable cause to seize the companion animal. If the court determines that
probable cause exists, the court shall determine the amount of a bond or cash deposit
that is needed to provide for the companion animal’s care and keeping for not less than
thirty days beginning on the date on which the companion animal was impounded.
(2) If the court determines that probable cause does not exist, the court immediately shall
order the impounding agency to return the companion animal to its owner if possible. If
the companion animal cannot be returned because it has died as a result of neglect or
other misconduct by the impounding agency or if the companion animal is injured as a
result of neglect or other misconduct by the impounding agency, the court shall order the
impounding agency to pay the owner an amount determined by the court to be equal to
the reasonable market value of the companion animal at the time that it was impounded
plus statutory interest as defined in section 1343.03 of the Revised Code from the date of
the impoundment or an amount determined by the court to be equal to the reasonable
cost of treatment of the injury to the companion animal, as applicable. The requirement
established in division (E)(2) of this section regarding the payment of the reasonable
market value of the companion animal shall not apply in the case of a dog that, in
violation of section 955.01 of the Revised Code, was not registered at the time it was
seized and impounded.
(3) If the court determines that probable cause exists and determines the amount of a
bond or cash deposit, the case shall continue and the owner shall post a bond or cash
deposit to provide for the companion animal’s care and keeping for not less than thirty
days beginning on the date on which the companion animal was impounded. The owner
may renew a bond or cash deposit by posting, not later than ten days following the
expiration of the period for which a previous bond or cash deposit was posted, a new
bond or cash deposit in an amount that the court, in consultation with the impounding
agency, determines is sufficient to provide for the companion animal’s care and keeping
for not less than thirty days beginning on the date on which the previous period expired.
If no bond or cash deposit is posted or if a bond or cash deposit expires and is not
renewed, the impounding agency may determine the disposition of the companion animal
unless the court issues an order that specifies otherwise.
(F) If a person is convicted of committing an offense, the court may impose the following
additional penalties against the person:
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(1) A requirement that the person pay for the costs incurred by the impounding agency in
caring for a companion animal involved in the applicable offense, provided that the costs
were incurred during the companion animal’s impoundment. A bond or cash deposit
posted under this section may be applied to the costs.
(2) An order permanently terminating the person’s right to possession, title, custody, or
care of the companion animal that was involved in the offense. If the court issues such an
order, the court shall order the disposition of the companion animal.
(G) If a person is found not guilty of committing an offense, the court immediately shall order the
impounding agency to return the companion animal to its owner if possible and to return the
entire amount of any bond or cash deposit posted under division (E) of this section. If the
companion animal cannot be returned because it has died as a result of neglect or other
misconduct by the impounding agency or if the companion animal is injured as a result of
neglect or other misconduct by the impounding agency, the court shall order the impounding
agency to pay the owner an amount determined by the court to be equal to the reasonable market
value of the companion animal at the time that it was impounded plus statutory interest as
defined in section 1343.03 of the Revised Code from the date of the impoundment or an amount
determined by the court to be equal to the reasonable cost of treatment of the injury to the
companion animal, as applicable. The requirements established in this division regarding the
return of a bond or cash deposit and the payment of the reasonable market value of the
companion animal shall not apply in the case of a dog that, in violation of section 955.01 of the
Revised Code, was not registered at the time it was seized and impounded.
(H) If charges are filed under section 959.131 of the Revised Code against the custodian or
caretaker of a companion animal, but the companion animal that is the subject of the charges is
not impounded, the court in which the charges are pending may order the owner or person
having custody of the companion animal to provide to the companion animal the necessities
described in division (C)(5), (D)(2), or (E)(5) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code until the
final disposition of the charges. If the court issues an order of that nature, the court also may
authorize an officer or another person to visit the place where the companion animal is being
kept, at the times and under the conditions that the court may set, to determine whether the
companion animal is receiving those necessities and to remove and impound the companion
animal if the companion animal is not receiving those necessities.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.99 (2013). Penalties.
(A) Whoever violates section 959.18 or 959.19 of the Revised Code is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor.
(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates section 959.02 of the Revised
Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree. If the value of the animal killed or the
injury done amounts to three hundred dollars or more, whoever violates section 959.02 of the
Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.
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(C) Whoever violates section 959.03, 959.06, 959.12, 959.15, or 959.17 of the Revised Code is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(D) Whoever violates division (A) of section 959.13 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the second degree. In addition, the court may order the offender to forfeit the
animal or livestock and may provide for its disposition, including, but not limited to, the sale of
the animal or livestock. If an animal or livestock is forfeited and sold pursuant to this division,
the proceeds from the sale first shall be applied to pay the expenses incurred with regard to the
care of the animal from the time it was taken from the custody of the former owner. The balance
of the proceeds from the sale, if any, shall be paid to the former owner of the animal.
(E)
(1) Whoever violates division (B) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree on a first offense and a felony of the fifth degree on each
subsequent offense.
(2) Whoever violates section 959.01 of the Revised Code or division (C) of section
959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree on a first
offense and a misdemeanor of the first degree on each subsequent offense.
(3) Whoever violates division (D) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
felony of the fifth degree.
(4) Whoever violates division (E) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree.
(5)
(a) A court may order a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation
of section 959.131 of the Revised Code to forfeit to an impounding agency, as
defined in section 959.132 of the Revised Code, any or all of the companion
animals in that person’s ownership or care. The court also may prohibit or place
limitations on the person’s ability to own or care for any companion animals for a
specified or indefinite period of time.
(b) A court may order a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation
of section 959.131 of the Revised Code to reimburse an impounding agency for
the reasonably necessary costs incurred by the agency for the care of a
companion animal that the agency impounded as a result of the investigation or
prosecution of the violation, provided that the costs were not otherwise paid
under section 959.132 of the Revised Code.
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(6) If a court has reason to believe that a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a
violation of section 959.131 of the Revised Code suffers from a mental or emotional
disorder that contributed to the violation, the court may impose as a community control
sanction or as a condition of probation a requirement that the offender undergo
psychological evaluation or counseling. The court shall order the offender to pay the
costs of the evaluation or counseling.
(F) Whoever violates section 959.14 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the
second degree on a first offense and a misdemeanor of the first degree on each subsequent
offense.
(G) Whoever violates section 959.05 or 959.20 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor
of the first degree.
(H) Whoever violates section 959.16 of the Revised Code is guilty of a felony of the fourth
degree for a first offense and a felony of the third degree on each subsequent offense.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.11 (2013). Liability to Owner in Damages.
A person guilty of cruelty to an animal which is the property of another shall be liable to the
owner of the animal in damages, in addition to the penalties prescribed by law.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.13 (2013). Any person may protect animal.
When, in order to protect any animal from neglect, it is necessary to take possession of it, any
person may do so. When an animal is impounded or confined, and continues without necessary
food, water, or proper attention for more than fifteen successive hours, any person may, as often
as is necessary, enter any place in which the animal is impounded or confined and supply it with
necessary food, water, and attention, so long as it remains there, or, if necessary or convenient,
he may remove such animal; and he shall not be liable to an action for such entry. In all cases the
owner or custodian of such animal, if known to such person, immediately shall be notified by
him of such action. If the owner or custodian is unknown to such person, and cannot with
reasonable effort be ascertained by him, such animal shall be considered an estray and dealt with
as such.
The necessary expenses for food and attention given to an animal under this section may be
collected from the owner of such animal, and the animal shall not be exempt from levy and sale
upon execution issued upon a judgment for such expenses.
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7.

SEIZURE / ON-SITE SUPERVISION

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.132 (2013). Procedures for seizure and impoundment of
companion animals.
(A) As used in this section:
(1) “Companion animal” has the same meaning as in section 959.131 of the Revised
Code.
(2) “Impounding agency” means a county humane society organized under section
1717.05 of the Revised Code, an animal shelter, or a law enforcement agency that has
impounded a companion animal in accordance with this section.
(3) “Offense” means a violation of section 959.131 of the Revised Code or an attempt, in
violation of section 2923.02 of the Revised Code, to violate section 959.131 of the
Revised Code.
(4) “Officer” means any law enforcement officer, agent of a county humane society, or
other person appointed to act as an animal control officer for a municipal corporation or
township in accordance with state law, an ordinance, or a resolution.
(B) An officer may seize and cause to be impounded at an impounding agency a companion
animal that the officer has probable cause to believe is the subject of an offense. No officer or
impounding agency shall impound a companion animal that is the subject of an offense in a
shelter owned, operated, or controlled by a board of county commissioners pursuant to Chapter
955. of the Revised Code unless the board, by resolution, authorizes the impoundment of such a
companion animal in a shelter owned, operated, or controlled by that board and has executed, in
the case when the officer is other than a dog warden or assistant dog warden, a contract
specifying the terms and conditions of the impoundment.
(C) The officer shall give written notice of the seizure and impoundment to the owner, keeper, or
harborer of the companion animal that was seized and impounded. If the officer is unable to give
the notice to the owner, keeper, or harborer of the companion animal, the officer shall post the
notice on the door of the residence or in another conspicuous place on the premises at which the
companion animal was seized. The notice shall include a statement that a hearing will be held
not later than ten days after the notice is provided or at the next available court date to
determine whether the officer had probable cause to seize the companion animal and, if
applicable, to determine the amount of a bond or cash deposit that is needed to provide for the
companion animal’s care and keeping for not less than thirty days beginning on the date on
which the companion animal was impounded.
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(D) A companion animal that is seized under this section may be humanely destroyed
immediately or at any time during impoundment if a licensed veterinarian determines it to be
necessary because the companion animal is suffering.
(E)
(1) Not later than ten days after notice is provided or at the next available court date, the
court shall hold a hearing to determine whether the officer impounding a companion
animal had probable cause to seize the companion animal. If the court determines that
probable cause exists, the court shall determine the amount of a bond or cash deposit that
is needed to provide for the companion animal’s care and keeping for not less than thirty
days beginning on the date on which the companion animal was impounded.
(2) If the court determines that probable cause does not exist, the court immediately shall
order the impounding agency to return the companion animal to its owner if possible. If
the companion animal cannot be returned because it has died as a result of neglect or
other misconduct by the impounding agency or if the companion animal is injured as a
result of neglect or other misconduct by the impounding agency, the court shall order the
impounding agency to pay the owner an amount determined by the court to be equal to
the reasonable market value of the companion animal at the time that it was impounded
plus statutory interest as defined in section 1343.03 of the Revised Code from the date of
the impoundment or an amount determined by the court to be equal to the reasonable cost
of treatment of the injury to the companion animal, as applicable. The requirement
established in division (E)(2) of this section regarding the payment of the reasonable
market value of the companion animal shall not apply in the case of a dog that, in
violation of section 955.01 of the Revised Code, was not registered at the time it was
seized and impounded.
(3) If the court determines that probable cause exists and determines the amount of a
bond or cash deposit, the case shall continue and the owner shall post a bond or cash
deposit to provide for the companion animal’s care and keeping for not less than thirty
days beginning on the date on which the companion animal was impounded. The owner
may renew a bond or cash deposit by posting, not later than ten days following the
expiration of the period for which a previous bond or cash deposit was posted, a new
bond or cash deposit in an amount that the court, in consultation with the impounding
agency, determines is sufficient to provide for the companion animal’s care and keeping
for not less than thirty days beginning on the date on which the previous period expired.
If no bond or cash deposit is posted or if a bond or cash deposit expires and is not
renewed, the impounding agency may determine the disposition of the companion animal
unless the court issues an order that specifies otherwise.
(F) If a person is convicted of committing an offense, the court may impose the following
additional penalties against the person:
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(1) A requirement that the person pay for the costs incurred by the impounding agency in
caring for a companion animal involved in the applicable offense, provided that the costs
were incurred during the companion animal’s impoundment. A bond or cash deposit
posted under this section may be applied to the costs.
(2) An order permanently terminating the person’s right to possession, title, custody, or
care of the companion animal that was involved in the offense. If the court issues such an
order, the court shall order the disposition of the companion animal.
(G) If a person is found not guilty of committing an offense, the court immediately shall order
the impounding agency to return the companion animal to its owner if possible and to return the
entire amount of any bond or cash deposit posted under division (E) of this section. If the
companion animal cannot be returned because it has died as a result of neglect or other
misconduct by the impounding agency or if the companion animal is injured as a result of
neglect or other misconduct by the impounding agency, the court shall order the impounding
agency to pay the owner an amount determined by the court to be equal to the reasonable market
value of the companion animal at the time that it was impounded plus statutory interest as
defined in section 1343.03 of the Revised Code from the date of the impoundment or an amount
determined by the court to be equal to the reasonable cost of treatment of the injury to the
companion animal, as applicable. The requirements established in this division regarding the
return of a bond or cash deposit and the payment of the reasonable market value of the
companion animal shall not apply in the case of a dog that, in violation of section 955.01 of the
Revised Code, was not registered at the time it was seized and impounded.
(H) If charges are filed under section 959.131 of the Revised Code against the custodian or
caretaker of a companion animal, but the companion animal that is the subject of the charges is
not impounded, the court in which the charges are pending may order the owner or person
having custody of the companion animal to provide to the companion animal the necessities
described in division (C)(5), (D)(2), or (E)(5) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code until the
final disposition of the charges. If the court issues an order of that nature, the court also may
authorize an officer or another person to visit the place where the companion animal is being
kept, at the times and under the conditions that the court may set, to determine whether the
companion animal is receiving those necessities and to remove and impound the companion
animal if the companion animal is not receiving those necessities.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.09 (2013). Member may require police to act.
A member of the Ohio humane society or of a county humane society may require the sheriff of
any county, the constable of any township, the marshal or a policeman of any municipal
corporation, or any agent of such a society, to arrest any person found violating the laws in
relation to cruelty to persons or animals, and to take possession of any animal cruelly treated in
their respective counties or municipal corporations, and deliver such animal to the proper
officers of the society.
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OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.13 (2013). Any person may protect animal.
When, in order to protect any animal from neglect, it is necessary to take possession of it, any
person may do so. When an animal is impounded or confined, and continues without necessary
food, water, or proper attention for more than fifteen successive hours, any person may, as often
as is necessary, enter any place in which the animal is impounded or confined and supply it with
necessary food, water, and attention, so long as it remains there, or, if necessary or convenient,
he may remove such animal; and he shall not be liable to an action for such entry. In all cases
the owner or custodian of such animal, if known to such person, immediately shall be notified by
him of such action. If the owner or custodian is unknown to such person, and cannot with
reasonable effort be ascertained by him, such animal shall be considered an estray and dealt
with as such.
The necessary expenses for food and attention given to an animal under this section may be
collected from the owner of such animal, and the animal shall not be exempt from levy and sale
upon execution issued upon a judgment for such expenses.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2933.31 (2013). Search in case of animals.
When complaint is made, on oath or affirmation to a judge or magistrate, that the complainant
believes that the law relating to or affecting animals is being, or is about to be violated in a
particular building or place, such judge or magistrate shall forthwith issue and deliver a
warrant, directed to any sheriff, deputy sheriff, marshal, deputy marshal, watchman, police
officer, or agent of a society for the prevention of cruelty to animals, authorizing him to enter
and search such building or place and arrest all persons there violating, or attempting to violate,
such law, and bring such persons before a judge or magistrate within the county within which
such offense has been committed.
An attempt to violate such law relating to animals is a violation thereof.
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8.

FORFEITURE / POSSESSION

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.132 (2013). Procedures for seizure and impoundment of
companion animals.
(A) As used in this section:
(1) “Companion animal” has the same meaning as in section 959.131 of the Revised
Code.
(2) “Impounding agency” means a county humane society organized under section
1717.05 of the Revised Code, an animal shelter, or a law enforcement agency that has
impounded a companion animal in accordance with this section.
(3) “Offense” means a violation of section 959.131 of the Revised Code or an attempt, in
violation of section 2923.02 of the Revised Code, to violate section 959.131 of the
Revised Code.
(4) “Officer” means any law enforcement officer, agent of a county humane society, or
other person appointed to act as an animal control officer for a municipal corporation or
township in accordance with state law, an ordinance, or a resolution.
(B) An officer may seize and cause to be impounded at an impounding agency a companion
animal that the officer has probable cause to believe is the subject of an offense. No officer or
impounding agency shall impound a companion animal that is the subject of an offense in a
shelter owned, operated, or controlled by a board of county commissioners pursuant to Chapter
955. of the Revised Code unless the board, by resolution, authorizes the impoundment of such a
companion animal in a shelter owned, operated, or controlled by that board and has executed, in
the case when the officer is other than a dog warden or assistant dog warden, a contract
specifying the terms and conditions of the impoundment.
(C) The officer shall give written notice of the seizure and impoundment to the owner, keeper, or
harborer of the companion animal that was seized and impounded. If the officer is unable to give
the notice to the owner, keeper, or harborer of the companion animal, the officer shall post the
notice on the door of the residence or in another conspicuous place on the premises at which the
companion animal was seized. The notice shall include a statement that a hearing will be held
not later than ten days after the notice is provided or at the next available court date to determine
whether the officer had probable cause to seize the companion animal and, if applicable, to
determine the amount of a bond or cash deposit that is needed to provide for the companion
animal’s care and keeping for not less than thirty days beginning on the date on which the
companion animal was impounded.
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(D) A companion animal that is seized under this section may be humanely destroyed
immediately or at any time during impoundment if a licensed veterinarian determines it to be
necessary because the companion animal is suffering.
(E)
(1) Not later than ten days after notice is provided or at the next available court date, the
court shall hold a hearing to determine whether the officer impounding a companion
animal had probable cause to seize the companion animal. If the court determines that
probable cause exists, the court shall determine the amount of a bond or cash deposit that
is needed to provide for the companion animal’s care and keeping for not less than thirty
days beginning on the date on which the companion animal was impounded.
(2) If the court determines that probable cause does not exist, the court immediately shall
order the impounding agency to return the companion animal to its owner if possible. If
the companion animal cannot be returned because it has died as a result of neglect or
other misconduct by the impounding agency or if the companion animal is injured as a
result of neglect or other misconduct by the impounding agency, the court shall order the
impounding agency to pay the owner an amount determined by the court to be equal to
the reasonable market value of the companion animal at the time that it was impounded
plus statutory interest as defined in section 1343.03 of the Revised Code from the date of
the impoundment or an amount determined by the court to be equal to the reasonable cost
of treatment of the injury to the companion animal, as applicable. The requirement
established in division (E)(2) of this section regarding the payment of the reasonable
market value of the companion animal shall not apply in the case of a dog that, in
violation of section 955.01 of the Revised Code, was not registered at the time it was
seized and impounded.
(3) If the court determines that probable cause exists and determines the amount of a
bond or cash deposit, the case shall continue and the owner shall post a bond or cash
deposit to provide for the companion animal’s care and keeping for not less than thirty
days beginning on the date on which the companion animal was impounded. The owner
may renew a bond or cash deposit by posting, not later than ten days following the
expiration of the period for which a previous bond or cash deposit was posted, a new
bond or cash deposit in an amount that the court, in consultation with the impounding
agency, determines is sufficient to provide for the companion animal’s care and keeping
for not less than thirty days beginning on the date on which the previous period expired.
If no bond or cash deposit is posted or if a bond or cash deposit expires and is not
renewed, the impounding agency may determine the disposition of the companion animal
unless the court issues an order that specifies otherwise.
(F) If a person is convicted of committing an offense, the court may impose the following
additional penalties against the person:
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(1) A requirement that the person pay for the costs incurred by the impounding agency in
caring for a companion animal involved in the applicable offense, provided that the costs
were incurred during the companion animal’s impoundment. A bond or cash deposit
posted under this section may be applied to the costs.
(2) An order permanently terminating the person’s right to possession, title, custody, or
care of the companion animal that was involved in the offense. If the court issues such an
order, the court shall order the disposition of the companion animal.
(G) If a person is found not guilty of committing an offense, the court immediately shall order
the impounding agency to return the companion animal to its owner if possible and to return the
entire amount of any bond or cash deposit posted under division (E) of this section. If the
companion animal cannot be returned because it has died as a result of neglect or other
misconduct by the impounding agency or if the companion animal is injured as a result of
neglect or other misconduct by the impounding agency, the court shall order the impounding
agency to pay the owner an amount determined by the court to be equal to the reasonable market
value of the companion animal at the time that it was impounded plus statutory interest as
defined in section 1343.03 of the Revised Code from the date of the impoundment or an amount
determined by the court to be equal to the reasonable cost of treatment of the injury to the
companion animal, as applicable. The requirements established in this division regarding the
return of a bond or cash deposit and the payment of the reasonable market value of the
companion animal shall not apply in the case of a dog that, in violation of section 955.01 of the
Revised Code, was not registered at the time it was seized and impounded.
(H) If charges are filed under section 959.131 of the Revised Code against the custodian or
caretaker of a companion animal, but the companion animal that is the subject of the charges is
not impounded, the court in which the charges are pending may order the owner or person
having custody of the companion animal to provide to the companion animal the necessities
described in division (C)(5), (D)(2), or (E)(5) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code until the
final disposition of the charges. If the court issues an order of that nature, the court also may
authorize an officer or another person to visit the place where the companion animal is being
kept, at the times and under the conditions that the court may set, to determine whether the
companion animal is receiving those necessities and to remove and impound the companion
animal if the companion animal is not receiving those necessities.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.99 (2013). Penalties.
(A) Whoever violates section 959.18 or 959.19 of the Revised Code is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor.
(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates section 959.02 of the Revised
Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree. If the value of the animal killed or the
injury done amounts to three hundred dollars or more, whoever violates section 959.02 of the
Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.
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(C) Whoever violates section 959.03, 959.06, 959.12, 959.15, or 959.17 of the Revised Code is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(D) Whoever violates division (A) of section 959.13 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the second degree. In addition, the court may order the offender to forfeit the
animal or livestock and may provide for its disposition, including, but not limited to, the sale of
the animal or livestock. If an animal or livestock is forfeited and sold pursuant to this division,
the proceeds from the sale first shall be applied to pay the expenses incurred with regard to the
care of the animal from the time it was taken from the custody of the former owner. The balance
of the proceeds from the sale, if any, shall be paid to the former owner of the animal.
(E)
(1) Whoever violates division (B) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree on a first offense and a felony of the fifth degree on each
subsequent offense.
(2) Whoever violates section 959.01 of the Revised Code or division (C) of section
959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree on a first
offense and a misdemeanor of the first degree on each subsequent offense.
(3) Whoever violates division (D) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
felony of the fifth degree.
(4) Whoever violates division (E) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree.
(5)
(a) A court may order a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation
of section 959.131 of the Revised Code to forfeit to an impounding agency, as
defined in section 959.132 of the Revised Code, any or all of the companion
animals in that person’s ownership or care. The court also may prohibit or place
limitations on the person’s ability to own or care for any companion animals for a
specified or indefinite period of time.
(b) A court may order a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation
of section 959.131 of the Revised Code to reimburse an impounding agency for
the reasonably necessary costs incurred by the agency for the care of a companion
animal that the agency impounded as a result of the investigation or prosecution
of the violation, provided that the costs were not otherwise paid under section
959.132 of the Revised Code.
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(6) If a court has reason to believe that a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a
violation of section 959.131 of the Revised Code suffers from a mental or emotional
disorder that contributed to the violation, the court may impose as a community control
sanction or as a condition of probation a requirement that the offender undergo
psychological evaluation or counseling. The court shall order the offender to pay the
costs of the evaluation or counseling.
(F) Whoever violates section 959.14 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the
second degree on a first offense and a misdemeanor of the first degree on each subsequent
offense.
(G) Whoever violates section 959.05 or 959.20 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor
of the first degree.
(H) Whoever violates section 959.16 of the Revised Code is guilty of a felony of the fourth
degree for a first offense and a felony of the third degree on each subsequent offense.
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9.

CROSS ENFORCEMENT / REPORTING

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.04 (2013). Agents of Ohio Humane Society.
The Ohio humane society may appoint agents, in any county where no active county humane
society exists under section 1717.05 of the Revised Code, to represent it and to receive and
account for all funds coming to it from fines or otherwise, and may also appoint agents at large
to prosecute its work throughout the state. Such agents may arrest any person found violating
any law for the protection of persons or animals, or the prevention of cruelty thereto. Upon
making such arrest the agent forthwith shall convey the person arrested before some court or
magistrate having jurisdiction of the offense, and there make complaint against him.
Such agents shall not make such arrests within a municipal corporation unless their appointment
has been approved by the mayor of the municipal corporation, or within a county beyond the
limits of a municipal corporation unless their appointment has been approved by the probate
judge of the county. Such mayor or probate judge shall keep a record of such appointments.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.06 (2013). Agents of county humane society.
A county humane society organized under section 1717.05 of the Revised Code may appoint
agents, who are residents of the county or municipal corporation for which the appointment is
made, for the purpose of prosecuting any person guilty of an act of cruelty to persons or animals.
Such agents may arrest any person found violating this chapter or any other law for protecting
persons or animals or preventing acts of cruelty thereto. Upon making an arrest the agent
forthwith shall convey the person arrested before some court or magistrate having jurisdiction of
the offense, and there make complaint against the person on oath or affirmation of the offense.
All appointments of agents under this section shall be approved by the mayor of the municipal
corporation for which they are made. If the society exists outside a municipal corporation, such
appointments shall be approved by the probate judge of the county for which they are made. The
mayor or probate judge shall keep a record of such appointments.
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In order to qualify for appointment as a humane agent under this section, a person first shall
successfully complete a minimum of twenty hours of training on issues relating to the
investigation and prosecution of cruelty to and neglect of animals. The training shall comply
with rules recommended by the peace officer training commission under section 109.73 of the
Revised Code and shall include, without limitation, instruction regarding animal husbandry
practices as described in division (A)(12) of that section. A person who has been appointed as a
humane agent under this section prior to the effective date of this amendment may continue to
act as a humane agent for a period of time on and after the effective date of this amendment
without completing the training. However, on or before December 31, 2004, a person who has
been appointed as a humane agent under this section prior to the effective date of this
amendment shall successfully complete the training described in this paragraph and submit proof
of its successful completion to the appropriate appointing mayor or probate judge in order to
continue to act as a humane agent after December 31, 2004.
An agent of a county humane society only has the specific authority granted to the agent under
this section and section 1717.08 of the Revised Code.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.09 (2013). Member may require police to act.
A member of the Ohio humane society or of a county humane society may require the sheriff of
any county, the constable of any township, the marshal or a policeman of any municipal
corporation, or any agent of such a society, to arrest any person found violating the laws in
relation to cruelty to persons or animals, and to take possession of any animal cruelly treated in
their respective counties or municipal corporations, and deliver such animal to the proper
officers of the society.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.14 (2013). Protection of children.
When an officer or agent of the Ohio humane society or of a county humane society deems it for
the best interest of a child, because of cruelty inflicted upon the child or because of the child’s
surroundings, that the child be removed from the possession and control of the parents or
persons having charge of the child, the officer or agent shall comply with section 2151.421 of the
Revised Code.
As used in this section “child” means any person under eighteen years of age.
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10.

VETERINARIAN REPORTING / IMMUNITY
-----
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11.

LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICIES

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.04 (2013). Agents of Ohio Humane Society.
The Ohio humane society may appoint agents, in any county where no active county humane
society exists under section 1717.05 of the Revised Code, to represent it and to receive and
account for all funds coming to it from fines or otherwise, and may also appoint agents at large
to prosecute its work throughout the state. Such agents may arrest any person found violating
any law for the protection of persons or animals, or the prevention of cruelty thereto. Upon
making such arrest the agent forthwith shall convey the person arrested before some court or
magistrate having jurisdiction of the offense, and there make complaint against him.
Such agents shall not make such arrests within a municipal corporation unless their appointment
has been approved by the mayor of the municipal corporation, or within a county beyond the
limits of a municipal corporation unless their appointment has been approved by the probate
judge of the county. Such mayor or probate judge shall keep a record of such appointments.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.06 (2013). Agents of county humane society.
A county humane society organized under section 1717.05 of the Revised Code may appoint
agents, who are residents of the county or municipal corporation for which the appointment is
made, for the purpose of prosecuting any person guilty of an act of cruelty to persons or animals.
Such agents may arrest any person found violating this chapter or any other law for protecting
persons or animals or preventing acts of cruelty thereto. Upon making an arrest the agent
forthwith shall convey the person arrested before some court or magistrate having jurisdiction of
the offense, and there make complaint against the person on oath or affirmation of the offense.
All appointments of agents under this section shall be approved by the mayor of the municipal
corporation for which they are made. If the society exists outside a municipal corporation, such
appointments shall be approved by the probate judge of the county for which they are made. The
mayor or probate judge shall keep a record of such appointments.
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In order to qualify for appointment as a humane agent under this section, a person first shall
successfully complete a minimum of twenty hours of training on issues relating to the
investigation and prosecution of cruelty to and neglect of animals. The training shall comply
with rules recommended by the peace officer training commission under section 109.73 of the
Revised Code and shall include, without limitation, instruction regarding animal husbandry
practices as described in division (A)(12) of that section. A person who has been appointed as a
humane agent under this section prior to the effective date of this amendment may continue to
act as a humane agent for a period of time on and after the effective date of this amendment
without completing the training. However, on or before December 31, 2004, a person who has
been appointed as a humane agent under this section prior to the effective date of this
amendment shall successfully complete the training described in this paragraph and submit
proof of its successful completion to the appropriate appointing mayor or probate judge in order
to continue to act as a humane agent after December 31, 2004.
An agent of a county humane society only has the specific authority granted to the agent under
this section and section 1717.08 of the Revised Code.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.08 (2013). Police powers of officers, agents, and members.
An officer, agent, or member of the Ohio humane society or of a county humane society may
interfere to prevent the perpetration of any act of cruelty to animals in his presence, may use
such force as is necessary to prevent it, and to that end may summon to his aid any bystanders.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.09 (2013). Member may require police to act.
A member of the Ohio humane society or of a county humane society may require the sheriff of
any county, the constable of any township, the marshal or a policeman of any municipal
corporation, or any agent of such a society, to arrest any person found violating the laws in
relation to cruelty to persons or animals, and to take possession of any animal cruelly treated in
their respective counties or municipal corporations, and deliver such animal to the proper
officers of the society.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2931.18 (2013). Humane society may employ attorney and
assistants.
A humane society or its agent may employ an attorney, and may also employ one or more
assistant attorneys to prosecute violations of law relating to:
(A) Prevention of cruelty to animals or children;
(B) Abandonment, nonsupport, or ill-treatment of a child by its parent;
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(C) Employment of a child under fourteen years of age in public exhibitions or vocations
injurious to health, life, or morals or which cause or permit such child to suffer
unnecessary physical or mental pain;
(D) Neglect or refusal of an adult to support destitute parent.
Such attorneys shall be paid out of the county treasury in an amount approved as just and
reasonable by the board of county commissioners of that county.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2933.31 (2013). Search in case of animals.
When complaint is made, on oath or affirmation to a judge or magistrate, that the complainant
believes that the law relating to or affecting animals is being, or is about to be violated in a
particular building or place, such judge or magistrate shall forthwith issue and deliver a
warrant, directed to any sheriff, deputy sheriff, marshal, deputy marshal, watchman, police
officer, or agent of a society for the prevention of cruelty to animals, authorizing him to enter
and search such building or place and arrest all persons there violating, or attempting to violate,
such law, and bring such persons before a judge or magistrate within the county within which
such offense has been committed.
An attempt to violate such law relating to animals is a violation thereof.
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12.

SEXUAL ASSAULT
-----
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13.

FIGHTING

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.15 (2013). Animal fights.
No person shall knowingly engage in or be employed at cockfighting, bearbaiting, or pitting an
animal against another; no person shall receive money for the admission of another to a place
kept for such purpose; no person shall use, train, or possess any animal for seizing, detaining, or
maltreating a domestic animal. Any person who knowingly purchases a ticket of admission to
such place, or is present thereat, or witnesses such spectacle, is an aider and abettor.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.16 (2013). Dogfighting offenses; investigations; seizure and
impoundment of dogs, confiscation of equipment.
(A) No person shall knowingly do any of the following:
(1) Promote, engage in, or be employed at dogfighting;
(2) Receive money or anything else of value for the admission of another person to a
dogfighting event or a place kept for dogfighting;
(3) Sell, purchase, possess, or train a dog for dogfighting;
(4) Use, train, or possess a dog for seizing, detaining, or maltreating a domestic animal;
(5) Pay money or give anything else of value in exchange for admission to or be present
at a dogfight;
(6) Witness a dogfight if it is presented as a public spectacle.
(B) The department of agriculture may investigate complaints and follow up rumors of
dogfighting activities and may report any information so gathered to an appropriate prosecutor
or law enforcement agency.
(C) Any peace officer, as defined in section 2935.01 of the Revised Code, may seize and cause to
be impounded in accordance with section 959.161 of the Revised Code any dogs that have been,
are, or are intended to be used in dogfighting. In addition, any peace officer shall confiscate any
equipment or devices used in training such dogs or as part of dogfights.
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OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.161 (2013). Procedures for seizure and impoundment of
fighting dogs.
(A) As used in this section:
(1) “Fighting dog” means a dog that a peace officer has probable cause to believe has
been, is, or is intended to be used in dogfighting in violation of section 959.16 of the
Revised Code.
(2) “Impounding entity” means the entity that has possession of an impounded fighting
dog during its impoundment.
(3) “Peace officer” has the same meaning as in section 2935.01 of the Revised Code.
(4) “Violation” means a violation of section 959.16 of the Revised Code or an attempt, in
violation of section 2923.02 of the Revised Code, to violate section 959.16 of the Revised
Code.
(B) A peace officer may seize and cause to be impounded with an impounding entity a fighting
dog that the peace officer has probable cause to believe is involved in a violation.
(C) A fighting dog that is seized under this section may be humanely destroyed under either of
the following circumstances:
(1) During its seizure if it is necessary because the fighting dog is suffering;
(2) At any time during its impoundment if a licensed veterinarian determines it to be
necessary because the fighting dog is suffering.
(D) Procedures, requirements, and other provisions that are established in divisions (C), (E),
(F), and (G) of section 959.132 of the Revised Code shall apply to the seizure, impoundment, and
disposition of a fighting dog. For purposes of that application, references in those divisions of
section 959.132 of the Revised Code to “companion animal,” “impounding agency,” “officer,”
and “offense” shall be deemed to be replaced, respectively, with references to “fighting dog,”
“impounding entity,” “peace officer,” and “violation” as defined in this section. Likewise,
references in those divisions of section 959.132 of the Revised Code to “section 959.131 of the
Revised Code” shall be deemed to be replaced with references to section 959.16 of the Revised
Code, as applicable.
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OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.99 (2013). Penalties.
(A) Whoever violates section 959.18 or 959.19 of the Revised Code is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor.
(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates section 959.02 of the Revised
Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree. If the value of the animal killed or the
injury done amounts to three hundred dollars or more, whoever violates section 959.02 of the
Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.
(C) Whoever violates section 959.03, 959.06, 959.12, 959.15, or 959.17 of the Revised Code is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(D) Whoever violates division (A) of section 959.13 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the second degree. In addition, the court may order the offender to forfeit the
animal or livestock and may provide for its disposition, including, but not limited to, the sale of
the animal or livestock. If an animal or livestock is forfeited and sold pursuant to this division,
the proceeds from the sale first shall be applied to pay the expenses incurred with regard to the
care of the animal from the time it was taken from the custody of the former owner. The balance
of the proceeds from the sale, if any, shall be paid to the former owner of the animal.
(E)
(1) Whoever violates division (B) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree on a first offense and a felony of the fifth degree on each
subsequent offense.
(2) Whoever violates section 959.01 of the Revised Code or division (C) of section
959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree on a first
offense and a misdemeanor of the first degree on each subsequent offense.
(3) Whoever violates division (D) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
felony of the fifth degree.
(4) Whoever violates division (E) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree.
(5)
(a) A court may order a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation
of section 959.131 of the Revised Code to forfeit to an impounding agency, as
defined in section 959.132 of the Revised Code, any or all of the companion
animals in that person’s ownership or care. The court also may prohibit or place
limitations on the person’s ability to own or care for any companion animals for a
specified or indefinite period of time.
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(b) A court may order a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation
of section 959.131 of the Revised Code to reimburse an impounding agency for
the reasonably necessary costs incurred by the agency for the care of a companion
animal that the agency impounded as a result of the investigation or prosecution
of the violation, provided that the costs were not otherwise paid under section
959.132 of the Revised Code.
(6) If a court has reason to believe that a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a
violation of section 959.131 of the Revised Code suffers from a mental or emotional
disorder that contributed to the violation, the court may impose as a community control
sanction or as a condition of probation a requirement that the offender undergo
psychological evaluation or counseling. The court shall order the offender to pay the
costs of the evaluation or counseling.
(F) Whoever violates section 959.14 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the
second degree on a first offense and a misdemeanor of the first degree on each subsequent
offense.
(G) Whoever violates section 959.05 or 959.20 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor
of the first degree.
(H) Whoever violates section 959.16 of the Revised Code is guilty of a felony of the fourth degree
for a first offense and a felony of the third degree on each subsequent offense.
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14.

REFERENCED STATUTES

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 935.18 (2013). Prohibitions.
(A) Except for a restricted snake specified in division (L)(1) of section 935.01 of the Revised
Code, no person shall sell or offer for sale at auction a dangerous wild animal or restricted snake.
(B) Except for a microchip removed for purposes of a medical emergency by a veterinarian that
is qualified to provide veterinary care to the dangerous wild animal, no person shall knowingly
remove a microchip that is implanted in a dangerous wild animal as required in section 935.04 of
the Revised Code.
(C) No person that possesses a dangerous wild animal or restricted snake shall fail to post and
display any of the following:
(1) On each cage in which a dangerous wild animal is confined, signs warning the public
that a dangerous wild animal is confined in the cage;
(2) At each entrance to the property where a dangerous wild animal is confined, a sign
warning the public that a dangerous wild animal is on the property;
(3) On each container in which a restricted snake is confined, a sign warning the public
that a restricted snake is in the container;
(4) At the main entrance to each structure where a restricted snake is confined, a sign
warning the public that a restricted snake is in the structure;
(5) On a vehicle that is used to transport a dangerous wild animal or restricted snake, a
sign warning that a dangerous wild animal or restricted snake, as applicable, is in the
vehicle. The signs shall comply with standards established in rules.
(D) No person shall knowingly release a dangerous wild animal or restricted snake into the wild.
(E) No person shall allow a dangerous wild animal or restricted snake to roam off the property
where it is confined.
(F) No person shall remove any teeth or claws from a dangerous wild animal or restricted snake,
as applicable, unless determined to be medically necessary by a veterinarian.
(G) No person shall violate any other provisions of this chapter or rules.
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OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 935.99 (2013). Penalties.
(A) Whoever violates division (A), (B), (C), (E), (F), or (G) of section 935.18 of the Revised
Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree on a first offense and a felony of the fifth
degree on each subsequent offense.
(B) Whoever violates division (D) of section 935.18 of the Revised Code is guilty of a felony of
the fifth degree.
(C) Whoever violates division (C) of section 935.29 of the Revised Code is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor. Each day of continued violation constitutes a separate offense. Fines levied and
collected for violations of that division shall be distributed by the mayor or clerk of the
municipal court in accordance with section 733.40 or division (F) of section 1901.31 of the
Revised Code to the treasury of the municipal corporation whose ordinance was violated.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.01 (2013). Abandoning animals.
No owner or keeper of a dog, cat, or other domestic animal, shall abandon such animal.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.02 (2013). Injuring animals.
No person shall maliciously, or willfully, and without the consent of the owner, kill or injure a
horse, mare, foal, filly, jack, mule, sheep, goat, cow, steer, bull, heifer, ass, ox, swine, dog, cat,
or other domestic animal that is the property of another. This section does not apply to a licensed
veterinarian acting in an official capacity.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.03 (2013). Poisoning animals.
No person shall maliciously, or willfully and without the consent of the owner, administer
poison, except a licensed veterinarian acting in such capacity, to a horse, mare, foal, filly, jack,
mule, sheep, goat, cow, steer, bull, heifer, ass, ox, swine, dog, cat, poultry, or any other domestic
animal that is the property of another; and no person shall, willfully and without the consent of
the owner, place any poisoned food where it may be easily found and eaten by any of such
animals, either upon his own lands or the lands of another.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.13 (2013). Cruelty to animals.
(A) No person shall:
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(1) Torture an animal, deprive one of necessary sustenance, unnecessarily or cruelly beat,
needlessly mutilate or kill, or impound or confine an animal without supplying it during
such confinement with a sufficient quantity of good wholesome food and water;
(2) Impound or confine an animal without affording it, during such confinement, access
to shelter from wind, rain, snow, or excessive direct sunlight if it can reasonably be
expected that the animals would otherwise become sick or in some other way suffer.
Division (A)(2) of this section does not apply to animals impounded or confined prior to
slaughter. For the purpose of this section, shelter means a man-made enclosure,
windbreak, sunshade, or natural windbreak or sunshade that is developed from the earth’s
contour, tree development, or vegetation.
(3) Carry or convey an animal in a cruel or inhuman manner;
(4) Keep animals other than cattle, poultry or fowl, swine, sheep, or goats in an enclosure
without wholesome exercise and change of air, nor or [sic] feed cows on food that
produces impure or unwholesome milk;
(5) Detain livestock in railroad cars or compartments longer than twenty-eight hours after
they are so placed without supplying them with necessary food, water, and attention, nor
permit such stock to be so crowded as to overlie, crush, wound, or kill each other.
(B) Upon the written request of the owner or person in custody of any particular shipment of
livestock, which written request shall be separate and apart from any printed bill of lading or
other railroad form, the length of time in which such livestock may be detained in any cars or
compartments without food, water, and attention, may be extended to thirty-six hours without
penalty therefor. This section does not prevent the dehorning of cattle.
(C) All fines collected for violations of this section shall be paid to the society or association for
the prevention of cruelty to animals, if there be such in the county, township, or municipal
corporation where such violation occurred.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.131 (2013). Prohibitions concerning companion animals.
(A) As used in this section:
(1) “Companion animal” means any animal that is kept inside a residential dwelling and
any dog or cat regardless of where it is kept. “Companion animal” does not include
livestock or any wild animal.
(2) “Cruelty,” “torment,” and “torture” have the same meanings as in section 1717.01 of
the Revised Code.

OH-65

(3) “Residential dwelling” means a structure or shelter or the portion of a structure or
shelter that is used by one or more humans for the purpose of a habitation.
(4) “Practice of veterinary medicine” has the same meaning as in section 4741.01 of the
Revised Code.
(5) “Wild animal” has the same meaning as in section 1531.01 of the Revised Code.
(6) “Federal animal welfare act” means the “Laboratory Animal Act of 1966,” Pub. L.
No. 89-544, 80 Stat. 350 (1966), 7 U.S.C.A. 2131 et seq., as amended by the “Animal
Welfare Act of 1970,” Pub. L. No. 91-579, 84 Stat. 1560 (1970), the “Animal Welfare
Act Amendments of 1976,” Pub. L. No. 94-279, 90 Stat. 417 (1976), and the “Food
Security Act of 1985,” Pub. L. No. 99-198, 99 Stat. 1354 (1985), and as it may be
subsequently amended.
(7) “Dog kennel” means an animal rescue for dogs that is registered under section 956.06
of the Revised Code, a boarding kennel, or a training kennel.
(8) “Boarding kennel” has the same meaning as in section 956.01 of the Revised Code.
(9) “Training kennel” means an establishment operating for profit that keeps, houses, and
maintains dogs for the purpose of training the dogs in return for a fee or other
consideration.
(10) “Livestock” means horses, mules, and other equidae; cattle, sheep, goats, and other
bovidae; swine and other suidae; poultry; alpacas; llamas; captive white-tailed deer; and
any other animal that is raised or maintained domestically for food or fiber.
(11) “Captive white-tailed deer” has the same meaning as in section 1531.01 of the
Revised Code.
(B) No person shall knowingly torture, torment, needlessly mutilate or maim, cruelly beat,
poison, needlessly kill, or commit an act of cruelty against a companion animal.
(C) No person who confines or who is the custodian or caretaker of a companion animal shall
negligently do any of the following:
(1) Commit any act by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is caused,
permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief, against the
companion animal;
(2) Omit any act of care by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is
caused, permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief,
against the companion animal;
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(3) Commit any act of neglect by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is
caused, permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief,
against the companion animal;
(4) Needlessly kill the companion animal;
(5) Deprive the companion animal of necessary sustenance, confine the companion
animal without supplying it during the confinement with sufficient quantities of good,
wholesome food and water, or impound or confine the companion animal without
affording it, during the impoundment or confinement, with access to shelter from heat,
cold, wind, rain, snow, or excessive direct sunlight, if it can reasonably be expected that
the companion animal would become sick or suffer in any other way as a result of or due
to the deprivation, confinement, or impoundment or confinement in any of those
specified manners.
(D) No owner, manager, or employee of a dog kennel who confines or is the custodian or
caretaker of a companion animal shall knowingly do any of the following:
(1) Torture, torment, needlessly mutilate or maim, cruelly beat, poison, needlessly kill, or
commit an act of cruelty against the companion animal;
(2) Deprive the companion animal of necessary sustenance, confine the companion
animal without supplying it during the confinement with sufficient quantities of food and
water, or impound or confine the companion animal without affording it, during the
impoundment or confinement, with access to shelter if it is substantially certain that the
companion animal would die or experience unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering
due to the deprivation, confinement, or impoundment or confinement in any of those
specified manners.
(E) No owner, manager, or employee of a dog kennel who confines or is the custodian or
caretaker of a companion animal shall negligently do any of the following:
(1) Commit any act by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is caused,
permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief, against the
companion animal;
(2) Omit any act of care by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is
caused, permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief,
against the companion animal;
(3) Commit any act of neglect by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is
caused, permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief,
against the companion animal;
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(4) Needlessly kill the companion animal;
(5) Deprive the companion animal of necessary sustenance, confine the companion
animal without supplying it during the confinement with sufficient quantities of good,
wholesome food and water, or impound or confine the companion animal without
affording it, during the impoundment or confinement, with access to shelter from heat,
cold, wind, rain, snow, or excessive direct sunlight if it can reasonably be expected that
the companion animal would become sick or suffer in any other way as a result of or due
to the deprivation, confinement, or impoundment or confinement in any of those
specified manners.
(F) Divisions (B), (C), (D), and (E) of this section do not apply to any of the following:
(1) A companion animal used in scientific research conducted by an institution in
accordance with the federal animal welfare act and related regulations;
(2) The lawful practice of veterinary medicine by a person who has been issued a license,
temporary permit, or registration certificate to do so under Chapter 4741. of the Revised
Code;
(3) Dogs being used or intended for use for hunting or field trial purposes, provided that
the dogs are being treated in accordance with usual and commonly accepted practices for
the care of hunting dogs;
(4) The use of common training devices, if the companion animal is being treated in
accordance with usual and commonly accepted practices for the training of animals;
(5) The administering of medicine to a companion animal that was properly prescribed by
a person who has been issued a license, temporary permit, or registration certificate under
Chapter 4741. of the Revised Code.
(G) Notwithstanding any section of the Revised Code that otherwise provides for the distribution
of fine moneys, the clerk of court shall forward all fines the clerk collects that are so imposed for
any violation of this section to the treasurer of the political subdivision or the state, whose county
humane society or law enforcement agency is to be paid the fine money as determined under this
division. The treasurer to whom the fines are forwarded shall pay the fine moneys to the county
humane society or the county, township, municipal corporation, or state law enforcement agency
in this state that primarily was responsible for or involved in the investigation and prosecution of
the violation. If a county humane society receives any fine moneys under this division, the
county humane society shall use the fine moneys to provide the training that is required for
humane agents under section 1717.06 of the Revised Code.
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OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.132 (2013). Procedures for seizure and impoundment of
companion animals.
(A) As used in this section:
(1) “Companion animal” has the same meaning as in section 959.131 of the Revised
Code.
(2) “Impounding agency” means a county humane society organized under section
1717.05 of the Revised Code, an animal shelter, or a law enforcement agency that has
impounded a companion animal in accordance with this section.
(3) “Offense” means a violation of section 959.131 of the Revised Code or an attempt, in
violation of section 2923.02 of the Revised Code, to violate section 959.131 of the
Revised Code.
(4) “Officer” means any law enforcement officer, agent of a county humane society, or
other person appointed to act as an animal control officer for a municipal corporation or
township in accordance with state law, an ordinance, or a resolution.
(B) An officer may seize and cause to be impounded at an impounding agency a companion
animal that the officer has probable cause to believe is the subject of an offense. No officer or
impounding agency shall impound a companion animal that is the subject of an offense in a
shelter owned, operated, or controlled by a board of county commissioners pursuant to Chapter
955. of the Revised Code unless the board, by resolution, authorizes the impoundment of such a
companion animal in a shelter owned, operated, or controlled by that board and has executed, in
the case when the officer is other than a dog warden or assistant dog warden, a contract
specifying the terms and conditions of the impoundment.
(C) The officer shall give written notice of the seizure and impoundment to the owner, keeper, or
harborer of the companion animal that was seized and impounded. If the officer is unable to give
the notice to the owner, keeper, or harborer of the companion animal, the officer shall post the
notice on the door of the residence or in another conspicuous place on the premises at which the
companion animal was seized. The notice shall include a statement that a hearing will be held
not later than ten days after the notice is provided or at the next available court date to determine
whether the officer had probable cause to seize the companion animal and, if applicable, to
determine the amount of a bond or cash deposit that is needed to provide for the companion
animal’s care and keeping for not less than thirty days beginning on the date on which the
companion animal was impounded.
(D) A companion animal that is seized under this section may be humanely destroyed
immediately or at any time during impoundment if a licensed veterinarian determines it to be
necessary because the companion animal is suffering.
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(E)
(1) Not later than ten days after notice is provided or at the next available court date, the
court shall hold a hearing to determine whether the officer impounding a companion
animal had probable cause to seize the companion animal. If the court determines that
probable cause exists, the court shall determine the amount of a bond or cash deposit that
is needed to provide for the companion animal’s care and keeping for not less than thirty
days beginning on the date on which the companion animal was impounded.
(2) If the court determines that probable cause does not exist, the court immediately shall
order the impounding agency to return the companion animal to its owner if possible. If
the companion animal cannot be returned because it has died as a result of neglect or
other misconduct by the impounding agency or if the companion animal is injured as a
result of neglect or other misconduct by the impounding agency, the court shall order the
impounding agency to pay the owner an amount determined by the court to be equal to
the reasonable market value of the companion animal at the time that it was impounded
plus statutory interest as defined in section 1343.03 of the Revised Code from the date of
the impoundment or an amount determined by the court to be equal to the reasonable cost
of treatment of the injury to the companion animal, as applicable. The requirement
established in division (E)(2) of this section regarding the payment of the reasonable
market value of the companion animal shall not apply in the case of a dog that, in
violation of section 955.01 of the Revised Code, was not registered at the time it was
seized and impounded.
(3) If the court determines that probable cause exists and determines the amount of a
bond or cash deposit, the case shall continue and the owner shall post a bond or cash
deposit to provide for the companion animal’s care and keeping for not less than thirty
days beginning on the date on which the companion animal was impounded. The owner
may renew a bond or cash deposit by posting, not later than ten days following the
expiration of the period for which a previous bond or cash deposit was posted, a new
bond or cash deposit in an amount that the court, in consultation with the impounding
agency, determines is sufficient to provide for the companion animal’s care and keeping
for not less than thirty days beginning on the date on which the previous period expired.
If no bond or cash deposit is posted or if a bond or cash deposit expires and is not
renewed, the impounding agency may determine the disposition of the companion animal
unless the court issues an order that specifies otherwise.
(F) If a person is convicted of committing an offense, the court may impose the following
additional penalties against the person:
(1) A requirement that the person pay for the costs incurred by the impounding agency in
caring for a companion animal involved in the applicable offense, provided that the costs
were incurred during the companion animal’s impoundment. A bond or cash deposit
posted under this section may be applied to the costs.
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(2) An order permanently terminating the person’s right to possession, title, custody, or
care of the companion animal that was involved in the offense. If the court issues such an
order, the court shall order the disposition of the companion animal.
(G) If a person is found not guilty of committing an offense, the court immediately shall order
the impounding agency to return the companion animal to its owner if possible and to return the
entire amount of any bond or cash deposit posted under division (E) of this section. If the
companion animal cannot be returned because it has died as a result of neglect or other
misconduct by the impounding agency or if the companion animal is injured as a result of
neglect or other misconduct by the impounding agency, the court shall order the impounding
agency to pay the owner an amount determined by the court to be equal to the reasonable market
value of the companion animal at the time that it was impounded plus statutory interest as
defined in section 1343.03 of the Revised Code from the date of the impoundment or an amount
determined by the court to be equal to the reasonable cost of treatment of the injury to the
companion animal, as applicable. The requirements established in this division regarding the
return of a bond or cash deposit and the payment of the reasonable market value of the
companion animal shall not apply in the case of a dog that, in violation of section 955.01 of the
Revised Code, was not registered at the time it was seized and impounded.
(H) If charges are filed under section 959.131 of the Revised Code against the custodian or
caretaker of a companion animal, but the companion animal that is the subject of the charges is
not impounded, the court in which the charges are pending may order the owner or person
having custody of the companion animal to provide to the companion animal the necessities
described in division (C)(5), (D)(2), or (E)(5) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code until the
final disposition of the charges. If the court issues an order of that nature, the court also may
authorize an officer or another person to visit the place where the companion animal is being
kept, at the times and under the conditions that the court may set, to determine whether the
companion animal is receiving those necessities and to remove and impound the companion
animal if the companion animal is not receiving those necessities.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.15 (2013). Animal fights.
No person shall knowingly engage in or be employed at cockfighting, bearbaiting, or pitting an
animal against another; no person shall receive money for the admission of another to a place
kept for such purpose; no person shall use, train, or possess any animal for seizing, detaining, or
maltreating a domestic animal. Any person who knowingly purchases a ticket of admission to
such place, or is present thereat, or witnesses such spectacle, is an aider and abettor.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.16 (2013). Dogfighting offenses; investigations; seizure and
impoundment of dogs, confiscation of equipment.
(A) No person shall knowingly do any of the following:
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(1) Promote, engage in, or be employed at dogfighting;
(2) Receive money or anything else of value for the admission of another person to a
dogfighting event or a place kept for dogfighting;
(3) Sell, purchase, possess, or train a dog for dogfighting;
(4) Use, train, or possess a dog for seizing, detaining, or maltreating a domestic animal;
(5) Pay money or give anything else of value in exchange for admission to or be present
at a dogfight;
(6) Witness a dogfight if it is presented as a public spectacle.
(B) The department of agriculture may investigate complaints and follow up rumors of
dogfighting activities and may report any information so gathered to an appropriate prosecutor or
law enforcement agency.
(C) Any peace officer, as defined in section 2935.01 of the Revised Code, may seize and cause to
be impounded in accordance with section 959.161 of the Revised Code any dogs that have been,
are, or are intended to be used in dogfighting. In addition, any peace officer shall confiscate any
equipment or devices used in training such dogs or as part of dogfights.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.161 (2013). Procedures for seizure and impoundment of
fighting dogs.
(A) As used in this section:
(1) “Fighting dog” means a dog that a peace officer has probable cause to believe has
been, is, or is intended to be used in dogfighting in violation of section 959.16 of the
Revised Code.
(2) “Impounding entity” means the entity that has possession of an impounded fighting
dog during its impoundment.
(3) “Peace officer” has the same meaning as in section 2935.01 of the Revised Code.
(4) “Violation” means a violation of section 959.16 of the Revised Code or an attempt, in
violation of section 2923.02 of the Revised Code, to violate section 959.16 of the Revised
Code.
(B) A peace officer may seize and cause to be impounded with an impounding entity a fighting
dog that the peace officer has probable cause to believe is involved in a violation.
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(C) A fighting dog that is seized under this section may be humanely destroyed under either of
the following circumstances:
(1) During its seizure if it is necessary because the fighting dog is suffering;
(2) At any time during its impoundment if a licensed veterinarian determines it to be
necessary because the fighting dog is suffering.
(D) Procedures, requirements, and other provisions that are established in divisions (C), (E), (F),
and (G) of section 959.132 of the Revised Code shall apply to the seizure, impoundment, and
disposition of a fighting dog. For purposes of that application, references in those divisions of
section 959.132 of the Revised Code to “companion animal,” “impounding agency,” “officer,”
and “offense” shall be deemed to be replaced, respectively, with references to “fighting dog,”
“impounding entity,” “peace officer,” and “violation” as defined in this section. Likewise,
references in those divisions of section 959.132 of the Revised Code to “section 959.131 of the
Revised Code” shall be deemed to be replaced with references to section 959.16 of the Revised
Code, as applicable.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 959.99 (2013). Penalties.
(A) Whoever violates section 959.18 or 959.19 of the Revised Code is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor.
(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates section 959.02 of the Revised
Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree. If the value of the animal killed or the
injury done amounts to three hundred dollars or more, whoever violates section 959.02 of the
Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.
(C) Whoever violates section 959.03, 959.06, 959.12, 959.15, or 959.17 of the Revised Code is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(D) Whoever violates division (A) of section 959.13 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the second degree. In addition, the court may order the offender to forfeit the
animal or livestock and may provide for its disposition, including, but not limited to, the sale of
the animal or livestock. If an animal or livestock is forfeited and sold pursuant to this division,
the proceeds from the sale first shall be applied to pay the expenses incurred with regard to the
care of the animal from the time it was taken from the custody of the former owner. The balance
of the proceeds from the sale, if any, shall be paid to the former owner of the animal.
(E)
(1) Whoever violates division (B) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree on a first offense and a felony of the fifth degree on each
subsequent offense.
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(2) Whoever violates section 959.01 of the Revised Code or division (C) of section
959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree on a first
offense and a misdemeanor of the first degree on each subsequent offense.
(3) Whoever violates division (D) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
felony of the fifth degree.
(4) Whoever violates division (E) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree.
(5)
(a) A court may order a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation
of section 959.131 of the Revised Code to forfeit to an impounding agency, as
defined in section 959.132 of the Revised Code, any or all of the companion
animals in that person’s ownership or care. The court also may prohibit or place
limitations on the person’s ability to own or care for any companion animals for a
specified or indefinite period of time.
(b) A court may order a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation
of section 959.131 of the Revised Code to reimburse an impounding agency for
the reasonably necessary costs incurred by the agency for the care of a
companion animal that the agency impounded as a result of the investigation or
prosecution of the violation, provided that the costs were not otherwise paid
under section 959.132 of the Revised Code.
(6) If a court has reason to believe that a person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a
violation of section 959.131 of the Revised Code suffers from a mental or emotional
disorder that contributed to the violation, the court may impose as a community control
sanction or as a condition of probation a requirement that the offender undergo
psychological evaluation or counseling. The court shall order the offender to pay the
costs of the evaluation or counseling.
(F) Whoever violates section 959.14 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor of the
second degree on a first offense and a misdemeanor of the first degree on each subsequent
offense.
(G) Whoever violates section 959.05 or 959.20 of the Revised Code is guilty of a misdemeanor
of the first degree.
(H) Whoever violates section 959.16 of the Revised Code is guilty of a felony of the fourth
degree for a first offense and a felony of the third degree on each subsequent offense.
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OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.01 (2013). Definitions.
As used in sections 1717.01 to 1717.14, inclusive, of the Revised Code, and in every law relating
to animals:
(A) “Animal” includes every living dumb creature;
(B) “Cruelty,” “torment,” and “torture” include every act, omission, or neglect by which
unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is caused, permitted, or allowed to continue, when
there is a reasonable remedy or relief;
(C) “Owner” and “person” include corporations. For the purpose of this section the knowledge
and acts of the agents and employees of a corporation, in regard to animals transported, owned,
or employed by, or in the custody of, such agents and employees, are the knowledge and acts of
the corporation.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.04 (2013). Agents of Ohio Humane Society.
The Ohio humane society may appoint agents, in any county where no active county humane
society exists under section 1717.05 of the Revised Code, to represent it and to receive and
account for all funds coming to it from fines or otherwise, and may also appoint agents at large
to prosecute its work throughout the state. Such agents may arrest any person found violating any
law for the protection of persons or animals, or the prevention of cruelty thereto. Upon making
such arrest the agent forthwith shall convey the person arrested before some court or magistrate
having jurisdiction of the offense, and there make complaint against him.
Such agents shall not make such arrests within a municipal corporation unless their appointment
has been approved by the mayor of the municipal corporation, or within a county beyond the
limits of a municipal corporation unless their appointment has been approved by the probate
judge of the county. Such mayor or probate judge shall keep a record of such appointments.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.06 (2013). Agents of county humane society.
A county humane society organized under section 1717.05 of the Revised Code may appoint
agents, who are residents of the county or municipal corporation for which the appointment is
made, for the purpose of prosecuting any person guilty of an act of cruelty to persons or animals.
Such agents may arrest any person found violating this chapter or any other law for protecting
persons or animals or preventing acts of cruelty thereto. Upon making an arrest the agent
forthwith shall convey the person arrested before some court or magistrate having jurisdiction of
the offense, and there make complaint against the person on oath or affirmation of the offense.
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All appointments of agents under this section shall be approved by the mayor of the municipal
corporation for which they are made. If the society exists outside a municipal corporation, such
appointments shall be approved by the probate judge of the county for which they are made. The
mayor or probate judge shall keep a record of such appointments.
In order to qualify for appointment as a humane agent under this section, a person first shall
successfully complete a minimum of twenty hours of training on issues relating to the
investigation and prosecution of cruelty to and neglect of animals. The training shall comply
with rules recommended by the peace officer training commission under section 109.73 of the
Revised Code and shall include, without limitation, instruction regarding animal husbandry
practices as described in division (A)(12) of that section. A person who has been appointed as a
humane agent under this section prior to the effective date of this amendment may continue to
act as a humane agent for a period of time on and after the effective date of this amendment
without completing the training. However, on or before December 31, 2004, a person who has
been appointed as a humane agent under this section prior to the effective date of this
amendment shall successfully complete the training described in this paragraph and submit proof
of its successful completion to the appropriate appointing mayor or probate judge in order to
continue to act as a humane agent after December 31, 2004.
An agent of a county humane society only has the specific authority granted to the agent under
this section and section 1717.08 of the Revised Code.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.08 (2013). Police powers of officers, agents, and members.
An officer, agent, or member of the Ohio humane society or of a county humane society may
interfere to prevent the perpetration of any act of cruelty to animals in his presence, may use such
force as is necessary to prevent it, and to that end may summon to his aid any bystanders.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.09 (2013). Member may require police to act.
A member of the Ohio humane society or of a county humane society may require the sheriff of
any county, the constable of any township, the marshal or a policeman of any municipal
corporation, or any agent of such a society, to arrest any person found violating the laws in
relation to cruelty to persons or animals, and to take possession of any animal cruelly treated in
their respective counties or municipal corporations, and deliver such animal to the proper officers
of the society.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.11 (2013). Liability to Owner in Damages.
A person guilty of cruelty to an animal which is the property of another shall be liable to the
owner of the animal in damages, in addition to the penalties prescribed by law.
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OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.13 (2013). Any person may protect animal.
When, in order to protect any animal from neglect, it is necessary to take possession of it, any
person may do so. When an animal is impounded or confined, and continues without necessary
food, water, or proper attention for more than fifteen successive hours, any person may, as often
as is necessary, enter any place in which the animal is impounded or confined and supply it with
necessary food, water, and attention, so long as it remains there, or, if necessary or convenient,
he may remove such animal; and he shall not be liable to an action for such entry. In all cases the
owner or custodian of such animal, if known to such person, immediately shall be notified by
him of such action. If the owner or custodian is unknown to such person, and cannot with
reasonable effort be ascertained by him, such animal shall be considered an estray and dealt with
as such.
The necessary expenses for food and attention given to an animal under this section may be
collected from the owner of such animal, and the animal shall not be exempt from levy and sale
upon execution issued upon a judgment for such expenses.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 1717.14 (2013). Protection of children.
When an officer or agent of the Ohio humane society or of a county humane society deems it for
the best interest of a child, because of cruelty inflicted upon the child or because of the child’s
surroundings, that the child be removed from the possession and control of the parents or persons
having charge of the child, the officer or agent shall comply with section 2151.421 of the
Revised Code.
As used in this section “child” means any person under eighteen years of age.

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.14 (2013). Basic prison terms.
(A) Except as provided in division (C), (D)(1), (D)(2), (D)(3), (D)(4), (D)(5), (D)(6), (D)(7),
(D)(8), (G), (I), (J), or (L) of this section or in division (D)(6) of section 2919.25 of the Revised
Code and except in relation to an offense for which a sentence of death or life imprisonment is to
be imposed, if the court imposing a sentence upon an offender for a felony elects or is required to
impose a prison term on the offender pursuant to this chapter, the court shall impose a definite
prison term that shall be one of the following:
(1) For a felony of the first degree, the prison term shall be three, four, five, six, seven, eight,
nine, or ten years.
(2) For a felony of the second degree, the prison term shall be two, three, four, five, six, seven, or
eight years.
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(3) For a felony of the third degree, the prison term shall be one, two, three, four, or five years.
(4) For a felony of the fourth degree, the prison term shall be six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven,
twelve, thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, or eighteen months.
(5) For a felony of the fifth degree, the prison term shall be six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, or
twelve months.
* * * * *

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.18 (2013). Financial sanctions; restitution.
(A) Except as otherwise provided in this division and in addition to imposing court costs
pursuant to section 2947.23 of the Revised Code, the court imposing a sentence upon an offender
for a felony may sentence the offender to any financial sanction or combination of financial
sanctions authorized under this section or, in the circumstances specified in section 2929.32 of
the Revised Code, may impose upon the offender a fine in accordance with that section.
Financial sanctions that may be imposed pursuant to this section include, but are not limited to,
the following:
(1) Restitution by the offender to the victim of the offender’s crime or any survivor of the
victim, in an amount based on the victim’s economic loss. If the court imposes
restitution, the court shall order that the restitution be made to the victim in open court, to
the adult probation department that serves the county on behalf of the victim, to the clerk
of courts, or to another agency designated by the court. If the court imposes restitution, at
sentencing, the court shall determine the amount of restitution to be made by the
offender. If the court imposes restitution, the court may base the amount of restitution it
orders on an amount recommended by the victim, the offender, a presentence
investigation report, estimates or receipts indicating the cost of repairing or replacing
property, and other information, provided that the amount the court orders as restitution
shall not exceed the amount of the economic loss suffered by the victim as a direct and
proximate result of the commission of the offense. If the court decides to impose
restitution, the court shall hold a hearing on restitution if the offender, victim, or survivor
disputes the amount. All restitution payments shall be credited against any recovery of
economic loss in a civil action brought by the victim or any survivor of the victim against
the offender.
If the court imposes restitution, the court may order that the offender pay a surcharge of
not more than five per cent of the amount of the restitution otherwise ordered to the entity
responsible for collecting and processing restitution payments.
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The victim or survivor may request that the prosecutor in the case file a motion, or the
offender may file a motion, for modification of the payment terms of any restitution
ordered. If the court grants the motion, it may modify the payment terms as it determines
appropriate.
(2) Except as provided in division (B)(1), (3), or (4) of this section, a fine payable by the
offender to the state, to a political subdivision, or as described in division (B)(2) of this
section to one or more law enforcement agencies, with the amount of the fine based on a
standard percentage of the offender’s daily income over a period of time determined by
the court and based upon the seriousness of the offense. A fine ordered under this
division shall not exceed the maximum conventional fine amount authorized for the level
of the offense under division (A)(3) of this section.
(3) Except as provided in division (B)(1), (3), or (4) of this section, a fine payable by the
offender to the state, to a political subdivision when appropriate for a felony, or as
described in division (B)(2) of this section to one or more law enforcement agencies, in
the following amount:
(a) For a felony of the first degree, not more than twenty thousand dollars;
(b) For a felony of the second degree, not more than fifteen thousand dollars;
(c) For a felony of the third degree, not more than ten thousand dollars;
(d) For a felony of the fourth degree, not more than five thousand dollars;
(e) For a felony of the fifth degree, not more than two thousand five hundred
dollars.
(4) A state fine or costs as defined in section 2949.111 of the Revised Code.
(5)
(a) Reimbursement by the offender of any or all of the costs of sanctions incurred
by the government, including the following:
(i) All or part of the costs of implementing any community control
sanction, including a supervision fee under section 2951.021 of the
Revised Code;
(ii) All or part of the costs of confinement under a sanction imposed
pursuant to section 2929.14, 2929.142, or 2929.16 of the Revised Code,
provided that the amount of reimbursement ordered under this division
shall not exceed the total amount of reimbursement the offender is able to
pay as determined at a hearing and shall not exceed the actual cost of the
confinement;
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(iii) All or part of the cost of purchasing and using an immobilizing or
disabling device, including a certified ignition interlock device, or a
remote alcohol monitoring device that a court orders an offender to use
under section 4510.13 of the Revised Code.
(b) If the offender is sentenced to a sanction of confinement pursuant to section
2929.14 or 2929.16 of the Revised Code that is to be served in a facility operated
by a board of county commissioners, a legislative authority of a municipal
corporation, or another local governmental entity, if, pursuant to section 307.93,
341.14, 341.19, 341.23, 753.02, 753.04, 753.16, 2301.56, or 2947.19 of the
Revised Code and section 2929.37 of the Revised Code, the board, legislative
authority, or other local governmental entity requires prisoners to reimburse the
county, municipal corporation, or other entity for its expenses incurred by reason
of the prisoner’s confinement, and if the court does not impose a financial
sanction under division (A)(5)(a)(ii) of this section, confinement costs may be
assessed pursuant to section 2929.37 of the Revised Code. In addition, the
offender may be required to pay the fees specified in section 2929.38 of the
Revised Code in accordance with that section.
(c) Reimbursement by the offender for costs pursuant to section 2929.71 of the
Revised Code.

(B)
(1) For a first, second, or third degree felony violation of any provision of Chapter 2925.,
3719., or 4729. of the Revised Code, the sentencing court shall impose upon the offender
a mandatory fine of at least one-half of, but not more than, the maximum statutory fine
amount authorized for the level of the offense pursuant to division (A)(3) of this section.
If an offender alleges in an affidavit filed with the court prior to sentencing that the
offender is indigent and unable to pay the mandatory fine and if the court determines the
offender is an indigent person and is unable to pay the mandatory fine described in this
division, the court shall not impose the mandatory fine upon the offender.
(2) Any mandatory fine imposed upon an offender under division (B)(1) of this section
and any fine imposed upon an offender under division (A)(2) or (3) of this section for any
fourth or fifth degree felony violation of any provision of Chapter 2925., 3719., or 4729.
of the Revised Code shall be paid to law enforcement agencies pursuant to division (F) of
section 2925.03 of the Revised Code.
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(3) For a fourth degree felony OVI offense and for a third degree felony OVI offense, the
sentencing court shall impose upon the offender a mandatory fine in the amount specified
in division (G)(1)(d) or (e) of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code, whichever is
applicable. The mandatory fine so imposed shall be disbursed as provided in the division
pursuant to which it is imposed.
* * * * *

OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.24 (2013). Definite jail terms for misdemeanor; eligibility for
county jail industry program; reimbursement sanction; costs of confinement.
(A) Except as provided in section 2929.22 or 2929.23 of the Revised Code or division (E) or (F)
of this section and unless another term is required or authorized pursuant to law, if the sentencing
court imposing a sentence upon an offender for a misdemeanor elects or is required to impose a
jail term on the offender pursuant to this chapter, the court shall impose a definite jail term that
shall be one of the following:
(1) For a misdemeanor of the first degree, not more than one hundred eighty days;
(2) For a misdemeanor of the second degree, not more than ninety days;
(3) For a misdemeanor of the third degree, not more than sixty days;
(4) For a misdemeanor of the fourth degree, not more than thirty days.
(B)
(1) A court that sentences an offender to a jail term under this section may permit the
offender to serve the sentence in intermittent confinement or may authorize a limited
release of the offender as provided in division (b) of section 2929.26 of the revised code.
The court retains jurisdiction over every offender sentenced to jail to modify the jail
sentence imposed at any time, but the court shall not reduce any mandatory jail term.
(2)
(a) If a prosecutor, as defined in section 2935.01 of the revised code, has filed a
notice with the court that the prosecutor wants to be notified about a particular
case and if the court is considering modifying the jail sentence of the offender in
that case, the court shall notify the prosecutor that the court is considering
modifying the jail sentence of the offender in that case. The prosecutor may
request a hearing regarding the court’s consideration of modifying the jail
sentence of the offender in that case, and, if the prosecutor requests a hearing, the
court shall notify the eligible offender of the hearing.
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(b) If the prosecutor requests a hearing regarding the court’s consideration of
modifying the jail sentence of the offender in that case, the court shall hold the
hearing before considering whether or not to release the offender from the
offender’s jail sentence.
(C) If a court sentences an offender to a jail term under this section and the court assigns the
offender to a county jail that has established a county jail industry program pursuant to section
5147.30 of the Revised Code, the court shall specify, as part of the sentence, whether the
offender may be considered for participation in the program. During the offender’s term in the
county jail, the court retains jurisdiction to modify its specification regarding the offender’s
participation in the county jail industry program.
(D) If a person is sentenced to a jail term pursuant to this section, the court may impose as part of
the sentence pursuant to section 2929.28 of the Revised Code a reimbursement sanction, and, if
the local detention facility in which the term is to be served is covered by a policy adopted
pursuant to section 307.93, 341.14, 341.19, 341.21, 341.23, 753.02, 753.04, 753.16, 2301.56, or
2947.19 of the Revised Code and section 2929.37 of the Revised Code, both of the following
apply:
(1) The court shall specify both of the following as part of the sentence:
(a) If the person is presented with an itemized bill pursuant to section 2929.37 of
the Revised Code for payment of the costs of confinement, the person is required
to pay the bill in accordance with that section.
(b) If the person does not dispute the bill described in division (D)(1)(a) of this
section and does not pay the bill by the times specified in section 2929.37 of the
Revised Code, the clerk of the court may issue a certificate of judgment against
the person as described in that section.
(2) The sentence automatically includes any certificate of judgment issued as described in
division (D)(1)(b) of this section.
(E) If an offender who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of division (B) of section
4511.19 of the Revised Code also is convicted of or also pleads guilty to a specification of the
type described in section 2941.1416 of the Revised Code and if the court imposes a jail term on
the offender for the underlying offense, the court shall impose upon the offender an additional
definite jail term of not more than six months. The additional jail term shall not be reduced
pursuant to any provision of the Revised Code. The offender shall serve the additional jail term
consecutively to and prior to the jail term imposed for the underlying offense and consecutively
to any other mandatory term imposed in relation to the offense.
(F)
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(1) If an offender is convicted of or pleads guilty to a misdemeanor violation of section
2907.23, 2907.24, 2907.241, or 2907.25 of the Revised Code and to a specification of the
type described in section 2941.1421 of the Revised Code and if the court imposes a jail
term on the offender for the misdemeanor violation, the court may impose upon the
offender an additional definite jail term as follows:
(a) Subject to division (F)(1)(b) of this section, an additional definite jail term of
not more than sixty days;
(b) If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one or
more misdemeanor or felony violations of section 2907.22, 2907.23, 2907.24,
2907.241, or 2907.25 of the Revised Code and also was convicted of or pleaded
guilty to a specification of the type described in section 2941.1421 of the Revised
Code regarding one or more of those violations, an additional definite jail term of
not more than one hundred twenty days.
(2) In lieu of imposing an additional definite jail term under division (F)(1) of this
section, the court may directly impose on the offender a sanction that requires the
offender to wear a real-time processing, continual tracking electronic monitoring device
during the period of time specified by the court. The period of time specified by the court
shall equal the duration of an additional jail term that the court could have imposed upon
the offender under division (F)(1) of this section. A sanction imposed under this division
shall commence on the date specified by the court, provided that the sanction shall not
commence until after the offender has served the jail term imposed for the misdemeanor
violation of section 2907.23, 2907.24, 2907.241, or 2907.25 of the Revised Code and any
residential sanction imposed for the violation under section 2929.26 of the Revised Code.
A sanction imposed under this division shall be considered to be a community control
sanction for purposes of section 2929.25 of the Revised Code, and all provisions of the
Revised Code that pertain to community control sanctions shall apply to a sanction
imposed under this division, except to the extent that they would by their nature be
clearly inapplicable. The offender shall pay all costs associated with a sanction imposed
under this division, including the cost of the use of the monitoring device.
(G) If an offender is convicted of or pleads guilty to a misdemeanor violation of section 2903.13
of the Revised Code and also is convicted of or pleads guilty to a specification of the type
described in section 2941.1423 of the Revised Code that charges that the victim of the violation
was a woman whom the offender knew was pregnant at the time of the violation, the court shall
impose on the offender a mandatory jail term that is a definite term of at least thirty days.
(H) If a court sentences an offender to a jail term under this section, the sentencing court retains
jurisdiction over the offender and the jail term. Upon motion of either party or upon the court’s
own motion, the court, in the court’s sole discretion and as the circumstances warrant, may
substitute one or more community control sanctions under section 2929.26 or 2929.27 of the
Revised Code for any jail days that are not mandatory jail days.
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OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2929.28 (2013). Financial sanctions; court costs.
(A) In addition to imposing court costs pursuant to section 2947.23 of the Revised Code, the
court imposing a sentence upon an offender for a misdemeanor, including a minor misdemeanor,
may sentence the offender to any financial sanction or combination of financial sanctions
authorized under this section. If the court in its discretion imposes one or more financial
sanctions, the financial sanctions that may be imposed pursuant to this section include, but are
not limited to, the following:
(1) Unless the misdemeanor offense is a minor misdemeanor or could be disposed of by
the traffic violations bureau serving the court under Traffic Rule 13, restitution by the
offender to the victim of the offender’s crime or any survivor of the victim, in an amount
based on the victim’s economic loss. The court may not impose restitution as a sanction
pursuant to this division if the offense is a minor misdemeanor or could be disposed of by
the traffic violations bureau serving the court under Traffic Rule 13. If the court requires
restitution, the court shall order that the restitution be made to the victim in open court or
to the adult probation department that serves the jurisdiction or the clerk of the court on
behalf of the victim.
If the court imposes restitution, the court shall determine the amount of restitution to be
paid by the offender. If the court imposes restitution, the court may base the amount of
restitution it orders on an amount recommended by the victim, the offender, a presentence
investigation report, estimates or receipts indicating the cost of repairing or replacing
property, and other information, provided that the amount the court orders as restitution
shall not exceed the amount of the economic loss suffered by the victim as a direct and
proximate result of the commission of the offense. If the court decides to impose
restitution, the court shall hold an evidentiary hearing on restitution if the offender,
victim, or survivor disputes the amount of restitution. If the court holds an evidentiary
hearing, at the hearing the victim or survivor has the burden to prove by a preponderance
of the evidence the amount of restitution sought from the offender.
All restitution payments shall be credited against any recovery of economic loss in a civil
action brought by the victim or any survivor of the victim against the offender. No person
may introduce evidence of an award of restitution under this section in a civil action for
purposes of imposing liability against an insurer under section 3937.18 of the Revised
Code.
If the court imposes restitution, the court may order that the offender pay a surcharge, of
not more than five per cent of the amount of the restitution otherwise ordered, to the
entity responsible for collecting and processing restitution payments.
The victim or survivor may request that the prosecutor in the case file a motion, or the
offender may file a motion, for modification of the payment terms of any restitution
ordered. If the court grants the motion, it may modify the payment terms as it determines
appropriate.
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(2) A fine of the type described in divisions (A)(2)(a) and (b) of this section payable to
the appropriate entity as required by law:
(a) A fine in the following amount:
(i) For a misdemeanor of the first degree, not more than one thousand
dollars;
(ii) For a misdemeanor of the second degree, not more than seven hundred
fifty dollars;
(iii) For a misdemeanor of the third degree, not more than five hundred
dollars;
(iv) For a misdemeanor of the fourth degree, not more than two hundred
fifty dollars;
(v) For a minor misdemeanor, not more than one hundred fifty dollars.
(b) A state fine or cost as defined in section 2949.111 of the Revised Code.
* * * * *
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2931.18 (2013). Humane society may employ attorney and
assistants.
A humane society or its agent may employ an attorney, and may also employ one or more
assistant attorneys to prosecute violations of law relating to:
(A) Prevention of cruelty to animals or children;
(B) Abandonment, nonsupport, or ill-treatment of a child by its parent;
(C) Employment of a child under fourteen years of age in public exhibitions or vocations
injurious to health, life, or morals or which cause or permit such child to suffer
unnecessary physical or mental pain;
(D) Neglect or refusal of an adult to support destitute parent.
Such attorneys shall be paid out of the county treasury in an amount approved as just and
reasonable by the board of county commissioners of that county.
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OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2933.31 (2013). Search in case of animals.
When complaint is made, on oath or affirmation to a judge or magistrate, that the complainant
believes that the law relating to or affecting animals is being, or is about to be violated in a
particular building or place, such judge or magistrate shall forthwith issue and deliver a warrant,
directed to any sheriff, deputy sheriff, marshal, deputy marshal, watchman, police officer, or
agent of a society for the prevention of cruelty to animals, authorizing him to enter and search
such building or place and arrest all persons there violating, or attempting to violate, such law,
and bring such persons before a judge or magistrate within the county within which such offense
has been committed.
An attempt to violate such law relating to animals is a violation thereof.
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