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This chapter contains Connecticut’s general animal protection and related statutes with an effective date on or before September 1, 
2023. It begins with a detailed overview of the provisions contained in these laws, followed by the full text of the statutes themselves. 
The various provisions are organized into categories with the relevant part of each statute italicized.  
 
Connecticut may employ similar provisions within other non-animal-specific criminal and civil statutes, may have other more specific 
statutes in addition to those included, and may have a variety of animal-related regulations in effect. Because the law is continually 
evolving, always review an official source for the most current language of any statute. 
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Connec�cut Laws 

SUBSTANTIVE PROHIBITIONS AND EXEMPTIONS 

1. Defini�on of 
“Animal” 

“[A]ll brute creatures and birds” 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108a 

2. General Cruelty 

Limita�ons on tethering dogs; viola�on; penal�es 
CONN. GEN. STAT, § 22-350a 
First offense: $100 fine 
Second offense: $200 fine 
Third and subsequent offenses: $500 fine 
 
Liability for inten�onally killing or injuring companion animal 
CONN. GEN. STAT, § 22-351  
First offense: misdemeanor, 6 months imprisonment and/or $1,000 fine  
Second offense: Class E felony 
 
Defini�on of companion animal 
CONN. GEN. STAT, § 22-351a(a)  
 
General cruelty to animals 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247(a) 
First offense: misdemeanor, 1 year imprisonment and/or $1,000 fine 
Second offense: Class D felony 
 
Malicious and inten�onal injury or killing 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247(b) 
First offense: Class D felony 
Second offense: Class C felony 
 
Exemp�ons:  

Veterinary practice, research animals, lawful taking of wildlife, accepted farm 
animal husbandry practices 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247(b) 

3. Animal Figh�ng 
Various animal figh�ng ac�vi�es  
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247(c) 
Class D felony 

4. Sexual Assault 
Defini�ons 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-65 
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Prohibi�ng sexual assault of an animal or crea�on/distribu�on of recordings 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 
Class A misdemeanor  

5. Cruelty to Working 
Animals 

Inten�onal injuring of a service or law enforcement animal  
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247(d) 
Class D felony 
 
Inten�onal killing of a law enforcement animal  
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247(e) 
Felony: 10 years imprisonment and/or $10,000 

6. Laws Specific to 
Farmed Animals 

[None] 

7. Cruel Hun�ng, 
Trapping, and 
Fishing 

General prohibi�on on hun�ng, except as authorized. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-70 
Class D misdemeanor 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-71 
 
Persons required to check traps every 24 hours, prohibits disturbing muskrat house 
or dens, requires no�fica�on to commissioner of any wild animal taken alive and 
allows commissioner to verify such animal is being properly cared for.  
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-72 
Class D Misdemeanor 
 
Unlawful to hunt deer with a snare or with dogs 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-82 
First offense: $500 fine and/or 6 months imprisonment 
Subsequent offenses: $1,000 fine and/or 1 year imprisonment 
 
Hunting of fawn deer prohibited 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-86f 
 
General prohibi�ng on ferre�ng, except as authorized 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-87 
$250 fine 
 
Use of explosives to take fur bearing animals prohibited 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-88 
Class C misdemeanor 
 
Cutting trees or using fire to take racoons prohibited 
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CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-89 
$200 fine 
 
Unlawful to take non-game birds except as authorized, unlawful to destroy nests or 
eggs. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-92 
 
Unlawful to kill or disturb bald eagles 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-93 
30 days imprisonment and/or $1,000 fine 
 
Unlawful to kill or wound a swan  
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-94 
$250 fine 
 
Trap shooting prohibited 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-96 
 
Restric�ons on traps and snares for birds 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-95 
 
General prohibi�on on taking fish except as authorized 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-114 
$150 fine 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-117 
 
Fishing with explosives or poison 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-119 
$100 fine 
 
Taking certain types of eels prohibited 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-128a 
$250 fine  

REPORTING LAWS 

8. Cross Repor�ng 

Employees of the Dept. of Children and Families shall report all cases of suspected 
animal mistreatment; Commissioner will annually report number of suspected 
animal mistreatment cases to General Assembly; if Dept. receives report of 
suspected animal mistreatment at same address as open child protec�ve case, the 
dept. will give report of animal mistreatment to social worker  
CONN. GEN. STAT. §§ 17a-100a; 100c; 106d 
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Animal control officers shall report all cases of suspected animal mistreatment to 
the Commissioner of Agriculture. Such reports shall be made available to the 
Commissioner of Child & Families to aid in inves�ga�ons of child abuse or neglect. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329b 

9. Veterinary 
Repor�ng 

Veterinarians must report suspected cruelty and have immunity for doing so 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 

10. “Ag-Gag” Laws [None] 

CIVIL AND CIVILIAN INTERVENTION 

11. Emergency Rescue 
and Relief  

Civilians have civil and criminal immunity for entering a vehicle to rescue an animal 
in imminent danger under certain condi�ons. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 52-557u 

12. Civil Enforcement [None] 

13. Domes�c Violence 
and Protec�on 
Orders 

Protec�ve order may include provisions necessary to protect any animal owned or 
kept by the applicant.  
CONN. GEN. STAT. §§ 46b-15, 46b-38c, 54-1k 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE INTERVENTION 

14. Maximum Penal�es 
and Statute of 
Limita�ons  

Class E felony 
3 years imprisonment and/or $3,500 fine 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-35a 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-41 
 
Class D felony  
Up to 5 years imprisonment  and/or $5,000 fine 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-35a 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-41 
 
Class C felony 
1 to 10 years imprisonment and/or $10,000 fine 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-35a 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-41 
 
Statute of Limita�ons 
Misdemeanor: 1 year 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 54-193(c) 
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Felony: 5 years 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 54-193(b) 

15. Law 
Enforcement 
Policies 

The commissioner of agriculture, any animal control officer, or any law enforcement 
officer may interfere to prevent any act of cruelty upon any dog or other animal. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329 
 
The commissioner of agriculture and animal control officers may arrest any person 
and may issue a complaint and summons for viola�ons of any law rela�ng to dogs 
or domes�c animals. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-330 
 
Accredited agents of the Connec�cut Humane Society can be appointed special 
police officers. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108b  
 
Any officer or agent of the Connec�cut Humane Society may intervene to prevent 
cruelty. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108c 

16. Seizure 

Any animal control officer may lawfully take charge of any animal found neglected 
or cruelly treated. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329a 
 
Any humane society agent may seize, from vehicles, any animal cruelly treated. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108d 
 
Any officer or agent of the Connec�cut Humane Society may seize neglected or 
cruelly treated animals. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108e 
 
Law enforcement or animal control officers may seize animals who have been 
sexually assaulted and take them a shelter or veterinary hospital for care and 
evidence preserva�on 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 

17. Courtroom 
Animal Advocate 
Program 

In cases concerning cruelty to dogs or cats, the court may appoint an advocate for 
the interests of jus�ce. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 54-86n 

18. Res�tu�on 
Bond for costs of care authorized, limited to $500 for each animal placed in 
temporary care or custody. 
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CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329a(e-g) 
 
A state “animal abuse cost recovery account” is established and funded with 
proceeds from sales, at public auc�on, of domes�c animals to reimburse for costs 
of care for any seized domes�c animal. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329a(j) 
 
Costs of care to be paid by owner or person having responsibility for animal. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. §§ 22-329a(h), 29-108e(e) 
 
Cost of care is lien on animals seized.  
CONN. GEN. STAT. §§ 29-108d, 29-108e(e), 53-253 

19. Forfeiture and 
Possession Bans 

A court may issue an order for the temporary care and custody of seized animals 
pending a hearing on allega�ons of mistreatment. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. §§ 22-329a, 29-108e(d) 
 
If, following a hearing, a court finds the animal was mistreated, the court may order 
the animal forfeited. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. §§ 22-329a, 29-108e(d) 
 
Mandatory 5 year possession ban following animal cruelty convic�on, or convic�on 
for sexually assaul�ng animals 
CONN. GEN. STAT. §§ 53-247(f); 53a–28(g) 

20. Rehabilita�ve 
Sentencing 

[None] 
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1. DEFINITION OF “ANIMAL” 
 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108a. Defini�ons.  
 
The terms “animals” and “animal”, as used in this chapter and in sections 53-247, 53-252 and 53-253, shall 
include all brute creatures and birds. 
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2. GENERAL CRUELTY 
 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-350a. Tethering dog to sta�onary object or mobile device. Prohibited means. Reten�on 
of other protec�ons afforded dogs. Confining or tethering dog for unreasonable period of �me. Fines. 
 

(a) No person shall tether a dog to a sta�onary object or to a mobile device, including, but not limited to, a 
trolley or pulley (1) by means of a (A) tether that does not allow such dog to walk at least eight feet, 
excluding the length of such dog as measured from the �p of such dog's nose to the base of such dog's 
tail, in any one direc�on, (B) tether that does not have swivels on both ends to prevent twis�ng and 
tangling, unless a person is in the presence of such dog, (C) coat hanger, choke collar, prong-type collar, 
head halter or any other collar, halter or device that is not specifically designed or properly fited for 
the restraint of such dog, (D) tether that has weights atached or that contains metal chain links more 
than one-quarter of an inch thick, or (E) tether that allows such dog to reach an object or hazard, 
including, but not limited to, a window sill, edge of a pool, fence, public road or highway, porch or 
terrace railing that poses a risk of injury or strangula�on to such dog if such dog walks into or jumps 
over such object or hazard, unless a person is in the presence of such dog; or (2) without providing such 
dog potable water at least twice in each twenty-four-hour period. The provisions of subparagraphs (A) 
and (B) of subdivision (1) of this subsec�on shall not be construed to apply to: (i) Any veterinary 
prac�ce licensed pursuant to sec�on 20–197 that tethers a dog in the course of such veterinary 
prac�ce, (ii) any exhibi�on, show, contest or other temporary event in which the skill, breeding or 
stamina of such dog is judged or examined, (iii) any exhibi�on, class, training session or other 
temporary event in which such dog is used in a lawful manner to hunt a species of wildlife during the 
hun�ng season for such species of wildlife or in which such dog receives training in a lawful manner to 
hunt such species of wildlife, (iv) the temporary tethering of a dog at any camping or recrea�on area as 
expressly authorized by the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protec�on, or (v) the 
temporary tethering of a dog at a grooming facility in the course of grooming such dog. 

(b) When either a weather advisory or warning is issued by the Na�onal Weather Service, or outdoor 
environmental condi�ons, including, but not limited to, extreme heat, cold, wind, rain, snow or hail, 
pose an adverse risk to the health or safety of such a dog based on such dog's breed, size, age, 
thickness of coat or physical condi�on, no person shall (1) tether such dog outdoors to a sta�onary 
object or mobile device, including, but not limited to, a trolley or pulley, unless such tethering is for a 
dura�on of not more than fi�een minutes, or (2) fail to provide such dog adequate shelter for a 
dura�on of more than fi�een minutes, unless such person is in the presence of such dog and outdoors 
during such advisory or warning or exposed to such outdoor environmental condi�ons. 

(c) Nothing in this sec�on shall be construed to affect any protec�on afforded to any dog pursuant to any 
other provision of the general statutes, regula�ons of the Connec�cut state agencies, local ordinance 
or local regula�on. 

(d) Any person who confines or tethers a dog for an unreasonable period of �me or in viola�on of the 
provisions of subsec�on (a) or (b) of this sec�on shall be fined one hundred dollars for the first offense, 
two hundred dollars for a second offense, and not less than two hundred fi�y dollars or more than five 
hundred dollars for a third or subsequent offense. 

(e) For the purposes of this sec�on, “adequate shelter” means a structure that (1) provides natural or 
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ar�ficial light during daylight hours; (2) offers space adequate for a dog to sit, lie down and turn; (3) is 
soundly constructed, maintained in good repair and free from accumulated animal waste, debris and 
moisture, including, but not limited to, standing water and mud, inside and in the immediate vicinity of 
such shelter; (4) permits a dog access to potable water at least twice in each twenty-four-hour period; 
(5) during cold outdoor environmental condi�ons described in subsec�on (b) of this sec�on, (A) is 
enclosed and insulated to an extent sufficient to permit a dog to maintain normal body temperature, 
(B) features a solid roof, solid walls and wind-protected opening for entry and exit, (C) is raised two or 
more inches off the ground, and (D) contains dry bedding; (6) during extreme heat outdoor weather 
environmental condi�ons described in subsec�on (b) of this sec�on, provides shade and ven�la�on 
sufficient to permit a dog to maintain normal body temperature; (7) does not contain a space heater or 
wood or fuel burning equipment u�lized for space hea�ng; (8) is not located under exterior stairs or 
underneath or inside a motor vehicle; and (9) if the floor of such structure is constructed using wire or 
metal chain links, such links are appropriately sized so that a dog's paws will not become caught in such 
links. 

 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-351. The�, Killing, or Injuring of Companion Animal. Penalty. Liability. 
 

(a) Any person who steals, confines or conceals any companion animal, as defined in sec�on 22-351a, or 
who, with the inten�on of stealing such companion animal or concealing its iden�ty or the iden�ty of 
its owner or with the inten�on of concealing the fact that the companion animal is licensed, removes 
the collar or harness or tag from any licensed companion animal, or who unlawfully kills or injures any 
companion animal, shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than six 
months, or both. For a second offense, or for an offense involving more than one companion animal, 
any such person shall be guilty of a class E felony. 

(b) Any person who violates the provisions of subsec�on (a) of this sec�on shall be liable to the owner in a 
civil ac�on, except that, if such person inten�onally kills or injures any companion animal, such person 
shall be liable to the owner in a civil ac�on as provided in sec�on 22-351a. 

 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-351a. The�, Killing, or Injuring of Companion Animal. Penalty. Liability. 
 

(a) For the purposes of this section, “companion animal” means a domesticated dog or cat that is normally 
kept in or near the household of its owner or keeper and is dependent on a person for food, shelter and 
veterinary care, but does not include a dog or cat kept for farming or biomedical research prac�ces. 

(b) Any person who inten�onally kills or injures a companion animal, except in defense of such person or 
another person or as otherwise authorized by law, shall be liable to the owner of such companion 
animal for economic damages sustained by such owner including, but not limited to, expenses of 
veterinary care, the fair monetary value of the companion animal and burial expenses for the 
companion animal. 

(c) In addi�on to any economic damages awarded pursuant to subsec�on (b) of this sec�on, and except as 
provided in subsec�on (d) of this sec�on, the court may award puni�ve damages in an amount not to 
exceed the jurisdic�onal monetary limit established by subdivision (1) of subsec�on (d) of sec�on 51-
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15, together with a reasonable atorney's fee. 
(d) The court shall not assess puni�ve damages and a reasonable atorney's fee pursuant to subsec�on (c) 

of this sec�on against: (1) A veterinarian licensed pursuant to chapter 3841 while following accepted 
standards of prac�ce of the profession, (2) the state or any poli�cal subdivision of the state or any 
employee, officer or agent thereof while ac�ng within the scope of such employee's, officer's or agent's 
employment or official du�es, or (3) an employee of or volunteer for a nonprofit organiza�on or 
nonprofit corpora�on organized and operated exclusively for the preven�on of cruelty to animals or 
the protec�on of stray, abandoned or mistreated animals while ac�ng within the scope of such 
employee's or volunteer's employment or du�es. 

 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247. Cruelty to animals. Figh�ng animals. Inten�onal killing of police animal. 
 

(a) Any person who overdrives, drives when overloaded, overworks, tortures, deprives of necessary 
sustenance, mutilates or cruelly beats or kills or unjustifiably injures any animal, or who, having 
impounded or confined any animal, fails to give such animal proper care or neglects to cage or restrain 
any such animal from doing injury to itself or to another animal or fails to supply any such animal with 
wholesome air, food and water, or unjustifiably administers any poisonous or noxious drug or substance 
to any domestic animal or unjustifiably exposes any such drug or substance, with intent that the same 
shall be taken by an animal, or causes it to be done, or, having charge or custody of any animal, inflicts 
cruelty upon it or fails to provide it with proper food, drink or protection from the weather or abandons 
it or carries it or causes it to be carried in a cruel manner, or fights with or baits, harasses or worries any 
animal for the purpose of making it perform for amusement, diversion or exhibition, shall, for a first 
offense, be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than one year or both, 
and for each subsequent offense, shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(b) Any person who maliciously and intentionally maims, mutilates, tortures, wounds or kills an animal 
shall, (1) for a first offense be guilty of a class D felony, and (2) for any subsequent offense, be guilty of a 
class C felony. The provisions of this subsec�on shall not apply to any licensed veterinarian while 
following accepted standards of prac�ce of the profession or to any person while following approved 
methods of slaughter under sec�on 22-272a, while performing medical research as an employee of, 
student in or person associated with any hospital, educa�onal ins�tu�on or laboratory, while following 
generally accepted agricultural prac�ces or while lawfully engaged in the taking of wildlife. 

(c) Any person who knowingly (1) owns, possesses, keeps or trains an animal engaged in an exhibi�on of 
figh�ng for amusement or gain, (2) possesses, keeps or trains an animal with the intent that it be 
engaged in an exhibi�on of figh�ng for amusement or gain, (3) permits an act described in subdivision 
(1) or (2) of this subsec�on to take place on premises under his control, (4) acts as judge or spectator at 
an exhibi�on of animal figh�ng for amusement or gain, or (5) bets or wagers on the outcome of an 
exhibi�on of animal figh�ng for amusement or gain, shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(d) Any person who inten�onally injures any animal while such animal is in the performance of its du�es 
under the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in sec�on 53a-3, or inten�onally injures a dog that 
is a member of a volunteer canine search and rescue team, as defined in sec�on 5-249, while such dog 
is in the performance of its du�es under the supervision of the ac�ve individual member of such team, 
shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

https://a.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000264&cite=CTSTS22-272A&originatingDoc=NDF7531C0E0A911E1BFEDB9F39BD289BB&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=%28sc.UserEnteredCitation%29
https://a.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000264&cite=CTSTS53A-3&originatingDoc=NDF7531C0E0A911E1BFEDB9F39BD289BB&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=%28sc.UserEnteredCitation%29
https://a.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000264&cite=CTSTS5-249&originatingDoc=NDF7531C0E0A911E1BFEDB9F39BD289BB&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=%28sc.UserEnteredCitation%29
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(e) Any person who inten�onally kills any animal while such animal is in the performance of its du�es 
under the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in sec�on 53a-3, or inten�onally kills a dog that is a 
member of a volunteer canine search and rescue team, as defined in sec�on 5-249, while such dog is in 
the performance of its du�es under the supervision of the ac�ve individual member of such team, shall 
be fined not more than ten thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both. 

(f) In addi�on to any sentence imposed pursuant to subsec�ons (a) to (e), inclusive, of this sec�on, at the 
�me of a person's sentencing for a convic�on under this sec�on, the court shall order that, for the five-
year period commencing from the date of such convic�on or the date of such person's release from 
imprisonment for such convic�on, whichever is later, such person (1) shall not harbor, own, possess, 
reside with, adopt or serve as a foster placement for any animal, and (2) shall not be employed by, or 
volunteer for, any en�ty in any posi�on that involves care for, or regular contact with, any animal.  

https://a.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000264&cite=CTSTS53A-3&originatingDoc=NDF7531C0E0A911E1BFEDB9F39BD289BB&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=%28sc.UserEnteredCitation%29
https://a.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000264&cite=CTSTS5-249&originatingDoc=NDF7531C0E0A911E1BFEDB9F39BD289BB&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=%28sc.UserEnteredCitation%29


P a g e  | 13 

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF CONNECTICUT 
 

 
ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF THE USA (18TH EDITION) 

© 2023 Animal Legal Defense Fund 

3. ANIMAL FIGHTING 
 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247. Cruelty to animals. Figh�ng animals. Inten�onal killing of police animal. 
 

(a) Any person who overdrives, drives when overloaded, overworks, tortures, deprives of necessary 
sustenance, mu�lates or cruelly beats or kills or unjus�fiably injures any animal, or who, having 
impounded or confined any animal, fails to give such animal proper care or neglects to cage or restrain 
any such animal from doing injury to itself or to another animal or fails to supply any such animal with 
wholesome air, food and water, or unjus�fiably administers any poisonous or noxious drug or substance 
to any domes�c animal or unjus�fiably exposes any such drug or substance, with intent that the same 
shall be taken by an animal, or causes it to be done, or, having charge or custody of any animal, inflicts 
cruelty upon it or fails to provide it with proper food, drink or protec�on from the weather or abandons 
it or carries it or causes it to be carried in a cruel manner, or fights with or baits, harasses or worries any 
animal for the purpose of making it perform for amusement, diversion or exhibi�on, shall, for a first 
offense, be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than one year or both, 
and for each subsequent offense, shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(b) Any person who maliciously and inten�onally maims, mu�lates, tortures, wounds or kills an animal 
shall, (1) for a first offense be guilty of a class D felony, and (2) for any subsequent offense, be guilty of a 
class C felony. The provisions of this subsec�on shall not apply to any licensed veterinarian while 
following accepted standards of prac�ce of the profession or to any person while following approved 
methods of slaughter under sec�on 22-272a, while performing medical research as an employee of, 
student in or person associated with any hospital, educa�onal ins�tu�on or laboratory, while following 
generally accepted agricultural prac�ces or while lawfully engaged in the taking of wildlife. 

(c) Any person who knowingly (1) owns, possesses, keeps or trains an animal engaged in an exhibition of 
fighting for amusement or gain, (2) possesses, keeps or trains an animal with the intent that it be 
engaged in an exhibition of fighting for amusement or gain, (3) permits an act described in subdivision 
(1) or (2) of this subsection to take place on premises under his control, (4) acts as judge or spectator at 
an exhibition of animal fighting for amusement or gain, or (5) bets or wagers on the outcome of an 
exhibition of animal fighting for amusement or gain, shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(d) Any person who inten�onally injures any animal while such animal is in the performance of its du�es 
under the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in sec�on 53a-3, or inten�onally injures a dog that 
is a member of a volunteer canine search and rescue team, as defined in sec�on 5-249, while such dog 
is in the performance of its du�es under the supervision of the ac�ve individual member of such team, 
shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(e) Any person who inten�onally kills any animal while such animal is in the performance of its du�es 
under the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in sec�on 53a-3, or inten�onally kills a dog that is a 
member of a volunteer canine search and rescue team, as defined in sec�on 5-249, while such dog is in 
the performance of its du�es under the supervision of the ac�ve individual member of such team, shall 
be fined not more than ten thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both. 

(f) In addi�on to any sentence imposed pursuant to subsec�ons (a) to (e), inclusive, of this sec�on, at the 
�me of a person's sentencing for a convic�on under this sec�on, the court shall order that, for the five-
year period commencing from the date of such convic�on or the date of such person's release from 

https://a.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000264&cite=CTSTS22-272A&originatingDoc=NDF7531C0E0A911E1BFEDB9F39BD289BB&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=%28sc.UserEnteredCitation%29
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imprisonment for such convic�on, whichever is later, such person (1) shall not harbor, own, possess, 
reside with, adopt or serve as a foster placement for any animal, and (2) shall not be employed by, or 
volunteer for, any en�ty in any posi�on that involves care for, or regular contact with, any animal. 
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4. SEXUAL ASSAULT 
 

Note: Statute specific to seizure of animals who have been sexually assaulted is located in the Seizure section of 
this document. 

 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-65. Defini�ons 
 
As used in this part, the following terms have the following meanings: 

(1) “Actor” means a person accused of sexual assault. 
(2) “Sexual intercourse” means vaginal intercourse, anal intercourse, fella�o or cunnilingus between 

persons regardless of sex. Penetra�on, however slight, is sufficient to complete vaginal intercourse, 
anal intercourse or fella�o and does not require emission of semen. Penetra�on may be commited by 
an object manipulated by the actor into the genital or anal opening of the vic�m's body. 

(3) “Sexual contact” means (A) any contact with the in�mate parts of a person for the purpose of sexual 
gra�fica�on of the actor or for the purpose of degrading or humilia�ng such person or any contact of 
the in�mate parts of the actor with a person for the purpose of sexual gra�fica�on of the actor or for 
the purpose of degrading or humilia�ng such person, or (B) for the purposes of subdivision (4) of 
subsec�on (a) of sec�on 53a-73a, any contact with the in�mate parts of a dead human body, or any 
contact of the in�mate parts of the actor with a dead human body, for the purpose of sexual 
gra�fica�on of the actor. 

(4) “Impaired because of mental disability or disease” means that a person suffers from a mental disability 
or disease which renders such person incapable of appraising the nature of such person's conduct. 

(5) “Mentally incapacitated” means that a person is rendered temporarily incapable of appraising or 
controlling such person's conduct owing to the influence of a drug or intoxica�ng substance 
administered to such person without such person's consent, or owing to any other act commited upon 
such person without such person's consent. 

(6) “Physically helpless” means that a person is (A) unconscious, or (B) for any other reason, is physically 
unable to resist an act of sexual intercourse or sexual contact or to communicate unwillingness to an 
act of sexual intercourse or sexual contact. 

(7) “Use of force” means: (A) Use of a dangerous instrument; or (B) use of actual physical force or violence 
or superior physical strength against the vic�m. 

(8) “In�mate parts” means the genital area or any substance emited therefrom, groin, anus or any 
substance emited therefrom, inner thighs, butocks or breasts. 

(9) “Psychotherapist” means a physician, psychologist, nurse, substance abuse counselor, social worker, 
clergyman, marital and family therapist, mental health service provider, hypno�st or other person, 
whether or not licensed or cer�fied by the state, who performs or purports to perform psychotherapy. 

(10) “Psychotherapy” means the professional treatment, assessment or counseling of a mental or emo�onal 
illness, symptom or condi�on. 

(11) “Emo�onally dependent” means that the nature of the pa�ent's or former pa�ent's emo�onal 
condi�on and the nature of the treatment provided by the psychotherapist are such that the 
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psychotherapist knows or has reason to know that the pa�ent or former pa�ent is unable to withhold 
consent to sexual contact by or sexual intercourse with the psychotherapist. 

(12) “Therapeu�c decep�on” means a representa�on by a psychotherapist that sexual contact by or sexual 
intercourse with the psychotherapist is consistent with or part of the pa�ent's treatment. 

(13) “School employee” means: (A) A teacher, subs�tute teacher, school administrator, school 
superintendent, guidance counselor, school counselor, psychologist, social worker, nurse, physician, 
school paraprofessional or coach employed by a local or regional board of educa�on or a private 
elementary, middle or high school or working in a public or private elementary, middle or high school; 
or (B) any other person who, in the performance of his or her du�es, has regular contact with students 
and who provides services to or on behalf of students enrolled in (i) a public elementary, middle or high 
school, pursuant to a contract with the local or regional board of educa�on, or (ii) a private elementary, 
middle or high school, pursuant to a contract with the supervisory agent of such private school. 

(14) “Animal” has the same meaning as provided in section 22-327. 
(15) “Sexual contact with an animal” means: (A) Any act between a person and an animal that involves 

contact between a sex organ or anus of one and the mouth, anus or a sex organ of the other; (B) a 
person touching or fondling a sex organ or anus of an animal, either directly or through clothing, 
without a bona fide veterinary or animal husbandry purpose; (C) any intentional transfer or 
transmission of semen by a person upon any part of an animal; or (D) the insertion, however slight, of 
any part of a person's body or any object into the vaginal or anal opening of an animal, without a bona 
fide veterinary or animal husbandry purpose, or the insertion of any part of the animal's body into the 
vaginal or anal opening of the person. 

 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. P.A. 23-149, § 2 
 

(a) A person is guilty of sexual assault of an animal when such person knowingly and for the purpose of 
sexual gratification of the actor or of another person: (1) Engages in sexual contact with an animal; (2) 
forces another person to engage in sexual contact with an animal; or (3) creates or distributes 
pornographic images of prohibited sexual contact with an animal. 

(b) Sexual assault of an animal is a class A misdemeanor. 
(c) In addi�on to any sentence imposed pursuant to subsec�on (b) of this sec�on, at the �me of a person's 

sentencing for a convic�on under this sec�on, the court shall order that, for the five-year period 
commencing from the date of such convic�on or the date of such person's release from imprisonment 
for such convic�on, whichever is later, such person (1) shall not harbor, own, possess, reside with, 
adopt or serve as a foster placement for any animal, and (2) shall not be employed by, or volunteer for, 
any en�ty in any posi�on that involves care for, or regular contact with, any animal. 
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5. CRUELTY TO WORKING ANIMALS 
 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247. Cruelty to animals. Figh�ng animals. Inten�onal killing of police animal. 
 

(a) Any person who overdrives, drives when overloaded, overworks, tortures, deprives of necessary 
sustenance, mu�lates or cruelly beats or kills or unjus�fiably injures any animal, or who, having 
impounded or confined any animal, fails to give such animal proper care or neglects to cage or restrain 
any such animal from doing injury to itself or to another animal or fails to supply any such animal with 
wholesome air, food and water, or unjus�fiably administers any poisonous or noxious drug or substance 
to any domes�c animal or unjus�fiably exposes any such drug or substance, with intent that the same 
shall be taken by an animal, or causes it to be done, or, having charge or custody of any animal, inflicts 
cruelty upon it or fails to provide it with proper food, drink or protec�on from the weather or abandons 
it or carries it or causes it to be carried in a cruel manner, or fights with or baits, harasses or worries any 
animal for the purpose of making it perform for amusement, diversion or exhibi�on, shall, for a first 
offense, be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than one year or both, 
and for each subsequent offense, shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(b) Any person who maliciously and inten�onally maims, mu�lates, tortures, wounds or kills an animal 
shall, (1) for a first offense be guilty of a class D felony, and (2) for any subsequent offense, be guilty of a 
class C felony. The provisions of this subsec�on shall not apply to any licensed veterinarian while 
following accepted standards of prac�ce of the profession or to any person while following approved 
methods of slaughter under sec�on 22-272a, while performing medical research as an employee of, 
student in or person associated with any hospital, educa�onal ins�tu�on or laboratory, while following 
generally accepted agricultural prac�ces or while lawfully engaged in the taking of wildlife. 

(c) Any person who knowingly (1) owns, possesses, keeps or trains an animal engaged in an exhibi�on of 
figh�ng for amusement or gain, (2) possesses, keeps or trains an animal with the intent that it be 
engaged in an exhibi�on of figh�ng for amusement or gain, (3) permits an act described in subdivision 
(1) or (2) of this subsec�on to take place on premises under his control, (4) acts as judge or spectator at 
an exhibi�on of animal figh�ng for amusement or gain, or (5) bets or wagers on the outcome of an 
exhibi�on of animal figh�ng for amusement or gain, shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(d) Any person who intentionally injures any animal while such animal is in the performance of its duties 
under the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in section 53a-3, or intentionally injures a dog that is 
a member of a volunteer canine search and rescue team, as defined in section 5-249, while such dog is 
in the performance of its duties under the supervision of the active individual member of such team, 
shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(e) Any person who intentionally kills any animal while such animal is in the performance of its duties under 
the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in section 53a-3, or intentionally kills a dog that is a 
member of a volunteer canine search and rescue team, as defined in section 5-249, while such dog is in 
the performance of its duties under the supervision of the active individual member of such team, shall 
be fined not more than ten thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both. 

(f) In addi�on to any sentence imposed pursuant to subsec�ons (a) to (e), inclusive, of this sec�on, at the 
�me of a person's sentencing for a convic�on under this sec�on, the court shall order that, for the five-
year period commencing from the date of such convic�on or the date of such person's release from 
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imprisonment for such convic�on, whichever is later, such person (1) shall not harbor, own, possess, 
reside with, adopt or serve as a foster placement for any animal, and (2) shall not be employed by, or 
volunteer for, any en�ty in any posi�on that involves care for, or regular contact with, any animal.  
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6. LAWS SPECIFIC TO FARMED ANIMALS 
 

Editor’s Note: This section does not contain all state or territorial laws regarding farmed animals. This section 
contains only criminal statutes with the primary purpose of preventing individual farmed animals from 
suffering unnecessary pain or suffering.  
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7. CRUEL HUNTING, TRAPPING, AND FISHING 
 

Editor’s Note: This section does not contain all state or territorial laws regarding hunting, trapping, and fishing. 
This section contains only criminal statutes with the primary purpose of preventing individual wild animals from 
suffering unnecessary pain or suffering.  
 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-70. Regula�on of hun�ng of wild birds, wild mammals, rep�les, amphibians and 
invertebrates. Permit for administra�on of chemical or biological substance to free-ranging wildlife. 
Requirements 
 

(a) No person shall hunt, take, attempt to hunt or take, or assist in hunting or taking, or assist in an attempt 
to hunt or take, from the wild, any wild bird, wild mammal, reptile, amphibian or invertebrate except as 
authorized under the provisions of this chapter and the regulations issued by the commissioner. Each 
wild bird, wild mammal, reptile, amphibian or invertebrate killed, wounded, taken or possessed 
contrary to any provision hereof shall constitute a separate offense. 

(b) No person may administer any chemical or biological substance, including, but not limited to, drugs, 
pesticides, vaccines or immunocontraceptives or make any physical alteration or affix any device to any 
free-ranging wildlife without first obtaining a permit from the commissioner. The applicant for such 
permit shall (1) first obtain any necessary federal permits, and (2) provide to the commissioner a 
writen proposal describing the chemical or biological substance applica�on, physical altera�on or 
device atachment protocol, the creden�als of each person who will administer the procedure, the 
purpose or intent of the procedure and an assessment of any resul�ng physiological, behavioral and 
environmental impacts. No state permit is required for wildlife management programs of the 
department performed in accordance with professional wildlife management principles. 

 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-71. Penalty 
 
Any person who violates any provision of sections 26-65 to 26-70, inclusive, or any regulation issued by the 
commissioner pursuant thereto shall be guilty of a class D misdemeanor. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-72. Regulation of trapping of fur-bearing animals 

The commissioner may, after notice and public hearing conducted in the manner prescribed by section 26-67, 
issue regulations governing and prescribing the taking of all species of fur-bearing animals by use of traps 
within the state. Such regulations may (1) establish the open and closed seasons, (2) establish the legal hours, 
(3) prescribe the legal methods that may be used, including size, type and kind of traps and the type and kind 
of bait and lures, (4) designate the places where traps may be placed and set and the conditions under which 
the placing and setting of traps will be legal, (5) establish the daily bag limit and the season bag limit, and (6) 
assess a reasonable fee, or develop a comparable equitable plan, for season trapping rights on state-owned 
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property. Assignment of such rights for specific areas may be determined by drawing or by the order in which 
requests therefor are recorded as received in the office of the commissioner when there is a set fee for such 
areas, or the method of high bid may be used. No person shall set, place or attend any trap upon the land of 
another without having in such person's possession the written permission of the owner or lessee of such 
land, or such owner's or lessee's agent, and no person shall set, place or attend any trap not having the name 
of the person using such trap legibly stamped thereon or attached thereto, provided the owner or legal 
occupant of such land or such person as such owner or legal occupant designates may set, place or attend any 
legal steel trap in any place within a radius of one hundred feet of any permanent building located on such 
land. No person who sets, places or attends any trap shall permit more than twenty-four hours to elapse 
between visits to such trap, except that if such twenty-four-hour period expires before sunset, the person who 
set such trap shall have until sunset to visit the trap. No person shall place, set or attend any snare, net or 
similar device capable of taking or injuring any animal. The pelt of any fur-bearing animal legally taken may be 
possessed, sold or transported at any time. Upon demand of any officer having authority to serve criminal 
process or any representative of the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, any person in 
possession of any such pelt shall furnish to such officer or such representative satisfactory evidence that such 
pelt was legally taken or acquired. No provision of this section shall be construed as prohibiting any landowner 
or lessee of land used for agricultural purposes or any citizen of the United States, or any person having on file 
in the court having jurisdiction thereof a written declaration of such person's intention to become a citizen of 
the United States, who is regularly employed by such landowner or lessee, from pursuing, trapping and killing 
at any time any fur-bearing animal, except deer, which is injuring any property, or the owner of any farm or 
enclosure used for breeding or raising any legally acquired fur-bearing animal who has a game breeder's 
license issued by the commissioner or a fur breeder's license issued by the Department of Agriculture, from 
taking or killing any such animal legally in his or her possession at any time or having in possession any pelt 
thereof. No person shall molest, injure or disturb any muskrat house or den at any time. Any fur-bearing 
animal legally taken alive may be possessed by the person taking the animal, provided the person shall notify 
the commissioner in a writing signed by the person stating the species and sex of such animal, the date and the 
name of the town where such animal was taken and the specific address where such animal will be kept. Any 
representative of the department may at any time inspect such animal and the enclosure or other facilities 
used to hold such animal and make inquiry concerning the diet and other care such animal should have and if, 
in the opinion of the commissioner or such representative, such animal is not being provided adequate or 
proper facilities or care, such animal may be seized by such representative of the department and be disposed 
of as determined by the commissioner. Fur-bearing animals taken alive, as provided in this section, shall not be 
sold or exchanged, provided the person who legally possesses such animal may apply to the commissioner for 
a game breeder's license or to the Department of Agriculture for a fur breeder's license and when so licensed 
such person may breed such animal and the progeny thereof, and such issue when three generations removed 
from the wild may be sold or exchanged alive or dead. Any trap illegally set and any snare, net or similar 
device found placed or set in violation of the provisions of this section shall be seized by any representative of 
the department and, if not claimed within twenty-four hours, the commissioner may order such trap, snare, 
net or other device destroyed, sold or retained for use by the commissioner. Any person who violates any 
provision of this section or any regulation issued by the commissioner shall be guilty of a class D misdemeanor. 
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Whenever any person is convicted, or forfeits any bond, or has such person's case nolled upon the payment of 
any sum of money, or receives a suspended sentence or judgment for a violation of any of the provisions of 
this section or any regulation issued hereunder by the commissioner, all traps used, set or placed in violation 
of any such provisions or any such regulation may, by order of the trial court, be forfeited to the state and may 
be retained for use by the department or may be sold or destroyed at the discretion of the commissioner. The 
proceeds from any such sale shall be paid to the State Treasurer and the State Treasurer shall credit such 
proceeds to the General Fund. 

 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-82. Killing of deer regulated. Damage permit. Jacklight permit. Penal�es. Plan by 
homeowner associa�on, municipality or nonprofit land-holding organiza�on to take deer 
 

(a) No person shall hunt, pursue, wound or kill any deer or sell or offer for sale or have in possession the 
flesh of any deer captured or killed in this state, or have in possession the flesh of any deer from any 
other state or country unless it is properly tagged as required by such state or country except as 
provided by the terms of this chapter or regula�ons adopted pursuant thereto, and except that any 
landowner or primary lessee of land owned by such landowner or the husband or wife or any lineal 
descendant of such landowner or lessee or any designated agent of such landowner or lessee may kill 
deer with a shotgun, rifle or bow and arrow provided a damage permit has first been obtained from the 
commissioner and such person has not been convicted for any viola�on of this sec�on, sec�on 26-85, 
26-86a, 26-86b or 26-90 or subsec�on (b) of sec�on 26-86a-2 of the regula�ons of Connec�cut state 
agencies within three years preceding the date of applica�on. Upon the receipt of an applica�on, on 
forms provided by the commissioner and containing such informa�on as said commissioner may 
require, from any landowner who has or whose primary lessee has an actual or poten�al gross annual 
income of twenty-five hundred dollars or more from the commercial cul�vated produc�on of grain, 
forage, fruit, vegetables, flowers, ornamental plants or Christmas trees and who is experiencing an 
actual or poten�al loss of income because of severe damage by deer, the commissioner shall issue not 
more than six damage permits without fee to such landowner or the primary lessee of such landowner, 
or the wife, husband, lineal descendant or designated agent of such landowner or lessee. The 
applica�on shall be notarized and signed by all landowners or by the landowner or a lessee to whom a 
farmer tax exemp�on permit has been issued pursuant to subdivision (63) of sec�on 12-412. Such 
damage permit shall be valid through October thirty-first of the year in which it is issued and may 
specify the hun�ng implement or shot size or both which shall be used to take such deer. The 
commissioner may at any �me revoke such permit for viola�on of any provision of this sec�on or for 
viola�on of any regula�on pursuant thereto or upon the request of the applicant. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of sec�on 26-85, the commissioner may issue a permit to any landowner or primary lessee 
of land owned by such landowner or the husband or wife or any lineal descendant of such landowner 
or lessee and to not more than three designated agents of such landowner or lessee to use a jacklight 
for the purpose of taking deer when it is shown, to the sa�sfac�on of the commissioner, that such deer 
are causing damage which cannot be reduced during the daylight hours between sunrise and one-half 
hour a�er sunset on the land of such landowner. The commissioner may require no�fica�on as 
specified on such permit prior to its use. Any deer killed in accordance with the provisions of this 
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sec�on shall be the property of the owner of the land upon which the same has been killed, but shall 
not be sold, bartered, traded or offered for sale, and the person who kills any such deer shall tag and 
report each deer killed, as provided in sec�on 26-86b. Upon receipt of the report required by sec�on 
26-86b, the commissioner shall issue an addi�onal damage permit to the person making such report. 
Any deer killed otherwise than under the condi�ons provided for in this chapter or regula�ons adopted 
pursuant thereto shall remain the property of the state and may be disposed of by the commissioner at 
the commissioner's discre�on to any state ins�tu�on or may be sold and the proceeds of such sale shall 
be remited to the State Treasurer, who shall apply the same to the General Fund, and no person, 
except the commissioner, shall retail, sell or offer for sale the whole or any part of any such deer. No 
person shall be a designated agent of more than one landowner or primary lessee in any calendar year. 
No person shall make, set or use any trap, snare, salt lick, bait or other device for the purpose of taking, 
injuring or killing any deer, except that deer may be taken over an atractant in areas designated by the 
commissioner. For the purposes of this sec�on, an atractant means any natural or ar�ficial substance 
placed, exposed, deposited, distributed or scatered that is used to atract, en�ce or lure deer to a 
specific loca�on including, but not limited to, salt, chemicals or minerals, including their residues or any 
natural or ar�ficial food, hay, grain, fruit or nuts. The commissioner may authorize any municipality, 
homeowner associa�on or nonprofit land-holding organiza�on approved by the commissioner under 
the provisions of this sec�on to take deer at any �me, other than Sundays, or place using any method 
consistent with professional wildlife management principles when a severe nuisance or ecological 
damage can be demonstrated to the sa�sfac�on of the commissioner. Any such municipality, 
homeowner associa�on or nonprofit land-holding organiza�on shall submit to the commissioner, for 
the commissioner's review and approval, a plan that describes the extent and degree of the nuisance or 
ecological damage and the proposed methods of taking. Prior to the implementa�on of any such 
approved plan, the municipality, homeowner associa�on or nonprofit land-holding organiza�on shall 
provide no�ce of such plan to any abu�ng landowners of such place where the plan will be 
implemented. Such plan shall not authorize the use of a snare. No person shall hunt, pursue or kill deer 
being pursued by any dog, whether or not such dog is owned or controlled by such person, except that 
no person shall be guilty of a violation under this section when such a deer is struck by a motor vehicle 
operated by such person. No person shall use or allow any dog in such person's charge to hunt, pursue 
or kill deer. No permit shall be issued when in the opinion of the commissioner the public safety may 
be jeopardized. 

(b) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be fined not less than two hundred dollars or 
more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned not less than thirty days or more than six months, or shall 
be both fined and imprisoned, for the first offense, and for each subsequent offense shall be fined not 
less than two hundred dollars or more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than one year, 
or shall be both fined and imprisoned. 

 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-86f. Hun�ng of fawn deer prohibited 
 
No person shall hunt, wound, kill or remove from the wild any fawn deer at any time, except that such deer 
found wounded or injured may, with due care, be removed from the wild for the purpose of having the wounds 
or injuries treated, and all such deer shall, within twenty-four hours after such removal, be turned over to a 
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representative of the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection for such disposition as shall be 
determined by the commissioner. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-87. Taking rabbits by use of ferrets. Authoriza�on. Penal�es 
 
The commissioner may authorize the commissioner's conserva�on officers or other agents to take rabbits by 
the use of ferrets for the purpose of restocking and redistribu�on. Any person who takes any rabbit by the use 
of a ferret, except as authorized in this section, shall be fined not more than two hundred fifty dollars, and the 
possession of each rabbit taken by the use of a ferret, except as so authorized, shall constitute a separate 
offense. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-88. Use of explosives 
 
No person shall take or attempt to take any gray squirrel, rabbit or other fur-bearing animal protected by law 
by the use of gunpowder, dynamite or other explosive compound, or by fire, smoke, brimstone, sulphur, gas or 
chemical, or by digging from any hole or den, provided nothing herein shall be construed to prevent the 
shooting of any gray squirrel or rabbit or fur-bearing animal. Any person who violates any provision of this 
section shall be guilty of a class C misdemeanor. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-89. Cu�ng trees or using fire to take raccoon 
 
Any person who cuts down any tree or uses fire, smudge or smoke for the purpose of taking raccoon shall be 
fined not more than two hundred dollars. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-92. Wild birds other than game birds protected, excep�on. Game birds defined 
 
No person shall catch, kill or purchase or attempt to catch, kill or purchase, sell, offer or expose for sale or have 
in possession, living or dead, any wild bird other than a game bird, or purchase or attempt to purchase, sell, 
offer or expose for sale or have in possession any part of any such bird or of the plumage thereof except as 
acquired under the provisions of this chapter. For the purposes of this sec�on, the following shall be 
considered game birds: The ana�dae, or waterfowl, including brant, wild ducks and geese; the rallidae, or rails, 
including coots, gallinules and sora and other rails; the limicolae, or shore birds, including snipe and woodcock; 
the gallinae, including wild turkeys, grouse, prairie chickens, pheasants, partridge and quail; the corvidae, 
including crows. No person shall take or destroy any nest or any egg of any wild bird or game bird. No person 
shall possess any nest or egg of any wild or game bird. English sparrows, starlings and, when found 
depreda�ng ornamental trees, agriculture crops, livestock or wildlife, or when concentrated in such numbers 
as to cons�tute a public health or public safety hazard, crows, rock doves, monk parakeets and brown-headed 
cowbirds shall not be included among the birds protected by this sec�on. Any conserva�on officer and any 
other officer having authority to serve criminal process shall have the same powers rela�ng to viola�ons of the 
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provisions of this sec�on as are conferred by sec�on 26-6. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-93. Hun�ng of bald eagle prohibited. Disturbance of nest prohibited. Fine. No access area 
for bald eagle. Viola�on and fine or imprisonment 
 
Any person who disturbs, hunts, takes, kills or attempts to kill any bald eagle or disturbs any active bald eagle 
nest shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than thirty days or both. Any 
person who enters a posted no access area for a bald eagle or a posted no access area for an ac�ve bald eagle 
nest shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than thirty days, or both. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-94. Hun�ng of swan prohibited 
 
Any person who hunts, takes, wounds or kills or attempts to hunt, take, wound or kill any species of swan, 
including the whistling swan (Cygnus columbianus), the trumpeter swan (Cygnus buccinator) and the mute 
swan (Stehenelides olor), shall be fined not more than two hundred fifty dollars. 
 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-95. Trapping of birds 

No person shall trap, net or snare any bird for which a closed season is provided or which is protected by 
statute, or set, bait, place or use any net, trap, snare or other device for the purpose of taking any bird. Nothing 
in this section shall be construed to prevent the setting of traps on poles eight or more feet from the ground 
for the purpose of taking predatory birds not protected by law, provided the commissioner may issue permits 
authorizing the taking, by such method as he determines, such birds as become a nuisance or birds that should 
be controlled because of the damage they do to property, poultry, domestic animals and agricultural crops. No 
permit shall be required under the provisions hereof by persons authorized by the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service to trap birds for the purpose of banding and release provided the commissioner may require 
such authorized persons to obtain a permit to trap any species of bird listed as endangered, threatened or of 
special concern as defined in section 26-304. 

 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-96. Trap shooting 

No person shall keep, expose, let loose or suffer to escape any bird or fowl for the purpose of having it shot at 
for sport, gain, the trial of skill of marksmen or any other purpose, nor shall any person shoot at any bird or 
fowl that has been kept, exposed, let loose or allowed to escape for the purpose of being shot at. The 
provisions of this section shall not prohibit the release of legally propagated game birds or the subsequent 
shooting of such birds during the open season or any extension of such open season. 
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CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-98. Penalty 
 
Any person who violates any provision of this part, or any regulation issued by the commissioner pursuant 
thereto, for which no other penalty is provided, or who makes any material false statement in procuring any 
permit, shall be fined not more than two hundred fifty dollars, and the possession of each bird or part thereof, 
taken or possessed in viola�on of any such provision, shall cons�tute a separate offense. 
 

 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-114. Prohibited acts 
 
No species of fish or bait shall be fished for or taken in the inland district except as authorized under the 
provisions of this chapter and the regulations issued by the commissioner. Any species of fish or bait taken 
during the closed season for such species, or less than the legal length, or in excess of the daily, season or 
possession limits for the species involved, shall not be possessed and all such fish or bait shall, without 
avoidable injury, be immediately returned to the waters from whence taken. No person shall fish, take, attempt 
to fish or take or assist in fishing or taking or attempting to fish or take any species of fish or bait in the inland 
district except as authorized under the provisions of this section. Each fish or bait species taken or possessed 
contrary to the provisions of this sec�on or the regula�ons issued by the commissioner shall cons�tute a 
separate offense. No person shall buy, sell or exchange, offer for sale or exchange, or possess with intent to sell 
or exchange, any species of trout, any species of salmon specified by the commissioner, black bass, calico bass 
or crappie, chain pickerel (Esox niger), great northern pike (Esox lucius), or pike perch, wall-eyed pike 
(S�zostedion vitreum) or any bait species, except as provided under the provisions of this chapter and as 
authorized under regula�ons issued by the commissioner. Each fish or bait species sold, purchased, exchanged 
or possessed contrary to the provisions hereof shall constitute a separate offense. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-117. Fine for viola�on 
 
Any person who violates any provision of sections 26-102 and 26-111 to 26-116, inclusive, or any regulation 
issued by the commissioner pursuant thereto shall be fined one hundred fifty-four dollars. Each fish taken or 
possessed contrary to said provisions or to the regulations issued by the commissioner shall constitute a 
separate offense. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-119. Use of explosives or poisons 
 
Fish shall not be taken by means of any explosive. Except for mining or mechanical purposes, no dynamite or 
any other explosive shall be used in any of the waters of the state or possessed upon any shore or island of any 
inland water thereof, and possession thereof by any person on any shore or island of any inland water shall be 
prima facie evidence that the same is possessed for use in viola�on of the provisions of this sec�on. No person 
shall place in any lake, pond or stream any lime, creosote or cocculus indicus or any other drug or poison 
injurious to fish; provided the persons or corpora�ons supplying water to the inhabitants of any town, city or 
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borough may apply copper sulphate to the waters of any lake, pond or reservoir under their control within 
such limits as may be established by the Department of Public Health. The provisions of this sec�on shall not 
affect the authority of the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protec�on to issue permits for the 
addi�on of chemicals to any inland water for the control of vegeta�on, fish popula�ons or other aqua�c 
organisms. Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be fined not more than one hundred 
dollars. Each fish taken or possessed in violation of any provision of this part shall constitute a separate offense. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 26-128a. Taking of glass eels, elver eels and silver eels prohibited. Penalty 
 
No person shall take or attempt to take any elver eel, glass eel or silver eel from the waters of the state. Any 
person who violates the provisions of this section shall be fined not more than two hundred fifty dollars. 
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8. CROSS REPORTING 
 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-100a. Repor�ng of neglected or cruelly treated animals. 
 
(a) Any employee of the Department of Children and Families who, in the course of his or her employment, 

has reasonable cause to suspect that an animal is being or has been harmed, neglected or treated cruelly 
in violation of section 53-247 shall make a written report to the Commissioner of Agriculture in 
accordance with subsection (b) of this section. 

(b) A report made pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be made as soon as practicable, but not 
later than forty-eight hours after the employee has reasonable cause to suspect that an animal has been 
harmed, neglected or treated cruelly, and shall contain the following, if known: (1) The address where the 
animal was observed and the name and address of the owner or other person responsible for care of the 
animal; (2) the name and a description of the animal; (3) the nature and extent of the harm to, neglect of 
or cruelty to the animal; and (4) the approximate date and time such harm, neglect or cruelty was 
suspected. 

(c) Not later than October 1, 2012, and annually thereafter, the Commissioner of Children and Families, in 
consultation with the Commissioner of Agriculture and within available appropriations, shall develop and 
implement training for Department of Children and Families employees concerning the identification of 
harm to, neglect of and cruelty to animals and its relationship to child welfare case practice. 

 
 
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-100c. Annual report re actual or suspected instances of animal neglect or cruelty 
 
Not later than February 15, 2018, and annually thereafter, the Commissioners of Children and Families and 
Agriculture shall, in accordance with section 11-4a, report to the joint standing committee of the General 
Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to children on the number of written reports regarding actual 
or suspected instances of animal neglect or cruelty received from employees of the Department of Children and 
Families pursuant to section 17a-100a and from animal control officers pursuant to section 22-329b. 
 
 
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-106d. Report of neglected or cruelly treated animals part of record in open child 
protec�ve service case 
 
Not later than one week after receiving a report pursuant to subsection (c) of section 22-329b, 
the Commissioner of Children and Families shall determine if any address provided in said report is an address 
where the Department of Children and Families has an open child protective service case. If the commissioner 
determines that there is an open child protective service case and the department is currently providing 
services for a child or youth and his or her family at the same address as an address provided in said report, the 
commissioner shall provide the department's social worker assigned to such child or youth and his or her family 
with all relevant information from said report. The department shall include the information provided to the 
social worker in the department's record on the child. 
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Conn. Gen. Stat, § 22-329b. Repor�ng of neglected or cruelly treated animals.  
 

(a) Any animal control officer appointed pursuant to section 22-328, 22-331 or 22-331a who (1) has 
reasonable cause to suspect that an animal observed in the course of the officer’s employment is being 
or has been harmed, neglected or treated cruelly in violation of section 53-247, or (2) files a verified 
petition with the Superior Court pursuant to section 22-329a shall make a written report to the 
Commissioner of Agriculture in accordance with subsection (b) of this section. 

(b) The written report shall be made by the officer as soon as practicable, but not later than forty-eight 
hours after the officer has reasonable cause to suspect that an animal has been harmed, neglected or 
treated cruelly pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection (a) of this section or has filed a verified petition. 
Each written report shall contain, if known: (1) The address where the animal was observed and the 
name and address of the owner or other person responsible for care of the animal; (2) the name and a 
description of the animal; (3) the nature and extent of the harm to, neglect of or cruelty to the animal; 
(4) the approximate date and time such harm, neglect or cruelty occurred; (5) any information 
concerning any previous harm to, neglect of or cruelty to the animal; (6) the circumstances under which 
such harm, neglect or cruelty came to be known by the officer; and (7) the name and address of every 
person the officer reasonably suspects to be responsible for such harm, neglect or cruelty. 

(c) Not later than November 1, 2014, and monthly thereafter, the Commissioner of Agriculture shall send a 
report to the Commissioner of Children and Families containing all of the information received pursuant 
to subsection (b) of this section during the preceding month. 

  



P a g e  | 30 

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF CONNECTICUT 
 

 
ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF THE USA (18TH EDITION) 

© 2023 Animal Legal Defense Fund 

9. VETERINARY REPORTING 
 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 

(a) Any veterinarian licensed in accordance with the provisions of chapter 384 of the general statutes, who 
in the course of his or her employment, has reasonable cause to suspect that an animal is being or has 
been harmed, neglected or treated cruelly due to participation in an exhibition of animal fighting for 
amusement or gain, shall report the following information to the local law enforcement agency or 
animal control officer: (1) The address of the owner or other person responsible for care of the animal; 
(2) a description of the animal; and (3) the approximate date and time of discovery of such harm, 
neglect or cruelty. 

(b) Any veterinarian, who in good faith, makes a report pursuant to this section, shall be immune from any 
civil liability which might otherwise arise from or be related to the actions taken pursuant to this section 
and shall have the same immunity with respect to any judicial proceeding which results from such 
report. The immunity from civil liability extends only to actions done pursuant to this section and does 
not extend to the malpractice of a veterinarian that results in injury to, or the death of, an animal. 
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10. “AG-GAG” LAWS 
 

[None]  
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11.   EMERGENCY RESCUE AND RELIEF 
 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 52-557u. Entering the passenger motor vehicle of another to remove child or animal from 
vehicle. Affirma�ve defense against civil damages and criminal penal�es, when 
 

(a) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, a person who enters the passenger motor 
vehicle of another, including entry by force, to remove a child or animal from the passenger motor 
vehicle shall have an affirmative defense against any civil damages or criminal penalties resulting from 
the acts or omissions by such person in removing the child or animal from the passenger motor vehicle, 
if such person: 

(1) Has a reasonable belief, at the time such person enters the passenger motor vehicle, that such 
entry is necessary to remove the child or animal from imminent danger of serious bodily injury; 

(2) Uses no more force than reasonably necessary under the circumstances to enter the passenger 
motor vehicle to remove the child or animal from imminent danger of serious bodily injury based 
upon the circumstances known by such person at the time; 

(3) Reports the entry and the circumstances surrounding such entry to a law enforcement agency or 
other public safety agency within a reasonable period of time after entering the passenger 
motor vehicle; and 

(4) Takes reasonable steps to ensure the safety, health and well-being of the child or animal after 
removing the child or animal from the passenger motor vehicle. 

(b) The affirmative defense provided in subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to acts or omissions 
constituting gross, wilful or wanton negligence. 

(c) Nothing in this section shall affect a person's civil liability if the person attempts to render aid to the 
child or animal in addition to the aid that is authorized under this section. 

(d) The provisions of this sec�on are not exclusive, and the affirma�ve defense shall be in addi�on to any 
other defenses or immuni�es provided by state or federal law or which are available under common 
law. 

(e) As used in this sec�on, “passenger motor vehicle” has the same meaning as provided in sec�on 14-
1 and “public safety agency” has the same meaning as provided in sec�on 28-25. 
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12.   CIVIL ENFORCEMENT 
 

[None]  
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13.   DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND PROTECTION ORDERS 
 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 46b-15. Relief from physical abuse by family or household member or person in da�ng 
rela�onship. Applica�on. Court orders. Dura�on. Copies. Expedited hearing for viola�on of order. Other 
remedies. 
NOTE: Inapplicable statutory language has been omitted. 
 

(a) Any family or household member, as defined in sec�on 46b-38a, as amended by this act, who is the 
vic�m of domes�c violence, as defined in sec�on 46b-1, as amended by this act, by another family or 
household member may make an applica�on to the Superior Court for relief under this sec�on. The 
court shall provide any person who applies for relief under this sec�on with the informa�on set forth in 
sec�on 46b-15b. 

(b) The applica�on form shall allow the applicant, at the applicant's op�on, to indicate whether the 
respondent holds a permit to carry a pistol or revolver, an eligibility cer�ficate for a pistol or revolver, a 
long gun eligibility cer�ficate or an ammuni�on cer�ficate or possesses one or more firearms or 
ammuni�on. The applica�on shall be accompanied by an affidavit made under oath which includes a 
brief statement of the condi�ons from which relief is sought. Upon receipt of the applica�on the court 
shall order that a hearing on the applica�on be held not later than fourteen days from the date of the 
order except that, if the applica�on indicates that the respondent holds a permit to carry a pistol or 
revolver, an eligibility cer�ficate for a pistol or revolver, a long gun eligibility cer�ficate or an 
ammuni�on cer�ficate or possesses one or more firearms or ammuni�on, and the court orders an ex 
parte order, the court shall order that a hearing be held on the applica�on not later than seven days 
from the date on which the ex parte order is issued. The court, in its discre�on, may make such orders 
as it deems appropriate for the protec�on of the applicant and such dependent children or other 
persons as the court sees fit. In making such orders ex parte, the court, in its discre�on, may consider 
relevant court records if the records are available to the public from a clerk of the Superior Court or on 
the Judicial Branch's Internet web site. In addi�on, at the �me of the hearing, the court, in its 
discre�on, may also consider a report prepared by the family services unit of the Judicial Branch, 
provided the person who prepared such report is available to tes�fy at the hearing and is subject to 
cross examina�on. The report may include, as available: Any exis�ng or prior orders of protec�on 
obtained from the protec�on order registry; information on any pending criminal case or past criminal 
case in which the respondent was convicted of a violent crime; any outstanding arrest warrant for the 
respondent; and the respondent's level of risk based on a risk assessment tool u�lized by the Court 
Support Services Division. The report may also include informa�on pertaining to any pending or 
disposed family maters case involving the applicant and respondent. Any report provided by the Court 
Support Services Division to the court shall also be provided to the applicant and respondent. Such 
orders may include temporary child custody or visita�on rights, and such relief may include, but is not 
limited to, an order enjoining the respondent from (1) imposing any restraint upon the person or liberty 
of the applicant; (2) threatening, harassing, assaul�ng, moles�ng, sexually assaul�ng or atacking the 
applicant; or (3) entering the family dwelling or the dwelling of the applicant. Such order may include 
provisions necessary to protect any animal owned or kept by the applicant including, but not limited to, 
an order enjoining the respondent from injuring or threatening to injure such animal. If an applicant 
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alleges an immediate and present physical danger to the applicant, the court may issue an ex parte 
order gran�ng such relief as it deems appropriate. If a postponement of a hearing on the applica�on is 
requested by either party and granted, the ex parte order shall not be con�nued except upon 
agreement of the par�es or by order of the court for good cause shown. If a hearing on the applica�on 
is scheduled or an ex parte order is granted and the court is closed on the scheduled hearing date, the 
hearing shall be held on the next day the court is open and any such ex parte order shall remain in 
effect un�l the date of such hearing. If the applicant is under eighteen years of age, a parent, guardian 
or responsible adult who brings the applica�on as next friend of the applicant may not speak on the 
applicant's behalf at such hearing unless there is good cause shown as to why the applicant is unable to 
speak on his or her own behalf, except that nothing in this subsec�on shall preclude such parent, 
guardian or responsible adult from tes�fying as a witness at such hearing. As used in this subsection, 
“violent crime” includes: (A) An incident resul�ng in physical harm, bodily injury or assault; (B) an act of 
threatened violence that cons�tutes fear of imminent physical harm, bodily injury or assault, including, 
but not limited to, stalking or a patern of threatening; (C) verbal abuse or argument if there is a 
present danger and likelihood that physical violence will occur; and (D) cruelty to animals as set forth in 
section 53-247.  

 
* * * * * 

 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 46b-38c. Family violence response and interven�on units. Local units. Du�es and 
func�ons. Protec�ve orders. Pretrial family violence educa�on program. 
NOTE: Inapplicable statutory language has been omitted. 
 

* * * * * 
(e)   

(1) A protec�ve order issued under this sec�on may include provisions necessary to protect the vic�m 
from threats, harassment, injury or in�mida�on by the defendant, including, but not limited to, an 
order enjoining the defendant from (A) imposing any restraint upon the person or liberty of the vic�m, 
(B) threatening, harassing, assaul�ng, moles�ng or sexually assaul�ng the vic�m, or (C) entering the 
family dwelling or the dwelling of the vic�m. A protective order issued under this section may include 
provisions necessary to protect any animal owned or kept by the victim including, but not limited to, an 
order enjoining the defendant from injuring or threatening to injure such animal. Such order shall be 
made a condi�on of the bail or release of the defendant and shall contain the following no�fica�on: "In 
accordance with sec�on 53a-223 of the Connec�cut general statutes, any violation of this order 
constitutes criminal violation of a protective order which is punishable by a term of imprisonment of not 
more than ten years, a fine of not more than ten thousand dollars, or both. Addi�onally, in accordance 
with sec�on 53a-107 of the Connec�cut general statutes, entering or remaining in a building or any 
other premises in viola�on of this order cons�tutes criminal trespass in the first degree which is 
punishable by a term of imprisonment of not more than one year, a fine of not more than two 
thousand dollars, or both. Viola�on of this order also violates a condi�on of your bail or release, and 
may result in raising the amount of bail or revoking release." Every order of the court made in 
accordance with this sec�on a�er no�ce and hearing shall be accompanied by a no�fica�on that is 
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consistent with the full faith and credit provisions set forth in 18 USC 2265(a), as amended from �me to 
�me. The informa�on contained in and concerning the issuance of any protec�ve order issued under 
this sec�on shall be entered in the registry of protec�ve orders pursuant to sec�on 51-5c.  

 
* * * * * 

 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 54-1k. Issuance of protec�ve orders in cases of stalking, harassment, sexual assault, risk of 
injury to or impairing morals of a child. 
NOTE: Inapplicable statutory language has been omitted. 
 

(a) Upon the arrest of a person for a viola�on of subdivision (1) or (2) of subsec�on (a) of sec�on 53-21, 
sec�on 53a-70, 53a-70a, 53a-70c, 53a-71, 53a-72a, 53a-72b or 53a-73a, or any atempt thereof, or 
sec�on 53a-181c, as amended by public act 12-114, 53a-181d or 53a-181e, the court may issue a 
protec�ve order pursuant to this sec�on. Upon the arrest of a person for a viola�on of sec�on 53a-
182b or 53a-183, the court may issue a protec�ve order pursuant to this sec�on if it finds that such 
viola�on caused the vic�m to reasonably fear for his or her physical safety. Such order shall be an order 
of the court, and the clerk of the court shall cause (1) a copy of such order, or the informa�on 
contained in such order, to be sent to the vic�m, and (2) a copy of such order, or the informa�on 
contained in such order, to be sent by facsimile or other means not later than forty-eight hours a�er its 
issuance to the law enforcement agency or agencies for the town in which the vic�m resides, the town 
in which the vic�m is employed and the town in which the defendant resides. If the vic�m is enrolled in 
a public or private elementary or secondary school, including a technical educa�on and career school, 
or an ins�tu�on of higher educa�on, as defined in sec�on 10a-55, the clerk of the court shall, upon the 
request of the vic�m, send, by facsimile or other means, a copy of such order, or the informa�on 
contained in such order, to such school or ins�tu�on of higher educa�on, the president of any 
ins�tu�on of higher educa�on at which the vic�m is enrolled and the special police force established 
pursuant to sec�on 10a-142, if any, at the ins�tu�on of higher educa�on at which the vic�m is 
enrolled, if the vic�m provides the clerk with the name and address of such school or ins�tu�on of 
higher educa�on. 

(b) A protec�ve order issued under this sec�on may include provisions necessary to protect the vic�m 
from threats, harassment, injury or in�mida�on by the defendant, including but not limited to, an order 
enjoining the defendant from (1) imposing any restraint upon the person or liberty of the vic�m, (2) 
threatening, harassing, assaul�ng, moles�ng or sexually assaul�ng the vic�m, or (3) entering the 
dwelling of the vic�m. A protective order issued under this section may include provisions necessary to 
protect any animal owned or kept by the victim including, but not limited to, an order enjoining the 
defendant from injuring or threatening to injure such animal. Such order shall be made a condi�on of 
the bail or release of the defendant and shall contain the following language: “In accordance with 
sec�on 53a-223 of the Connec�cut general statutes, any viola�on of this order cons�tutes criminal 
viola�on of a protec�ve order which is punishable by a term of imprisonment of not more than ten 
years, a fine of not more than ten thousand dollars, or both. Addi�onally, in accordance with sec�on 
53a-107 of the Connec�cut general statutes, entering or remaining in a building or any other premises 
in viola�on of this order cons�tutes criminal trespass in the first degree which is punishable by a term 
of imprisonment of not more than one year, a fine of not more than two thousand dollars, or both. 
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Viola�on of this order also violates a condi�on of your bail or release and may result in raising the 
amount of bail or revoking release.” 

(c) The informa�on contained in and concerning the issuance of any protec�ve order issued under this 
sec�on shall be entered in the registry of protec�ve orders pursuant to sec�on 51-5c. 
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14.   MAXIMUM PENALTIES AND STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 
 

NOTE: Some penal�es are specified only in the substan�ve statute, available in the Substan�ve Prohibi�ons and 
Exemp�ons sec�on of this document.  
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-35a. Imprisonment for felony. 
 
For any felony commited on or a�er July 1, 1981, the sentence of imprisonment shall be a definite sentence 
and, unless the sec�on of the general statutes that defines or provides the penalty for the crime specifically 
provides otherwise, the term shall be fixed by the court as follows: 

(1) (A) For a capital felony commited prior to April 25, 2012, under the provisions of sec�on 53a-54b in 
effect prior to April 25, 2012, a term of life imprisonment without the possibility of release unless a 
sentence of death is imposed in accordance with sec�on 53a-46a, or (B) for the class A felony of 
murder with special circumstances commited on or a�er April 25, 2012, under the provisions 
of sec�on 53a-54b in effect on or a�er April 25, 2012, a term of life imprisonment without the 
possibility of release; 

(2) For the class A felony of murder, a term not less than twenty-five years nor more than life; 
(3) For the class A felony of aggravated sexual assault of a minor under sec�on 53a-70c, a term not less 

than twenty-five years or more than fi�y years; 
(4) For a class A felony other than an offense specified in subdivision (2) or (3) of this sec�on, a term not 

less than ten years nor more than twenty-five years; 
(5) For the class B felony of manslaughter in the first degree with a firearm under sec�on 53a-55a, a term 

not less than five years nor more than forty years; 
(6) For a class B felony other than manslaughter in the first degree with a firearm under sec�on 53a-55a, a 

term not less than one year nor more than twenty years; 
(7) For a class C felony, a term not less than one year nor more than ten years; 
(8) For a class D felony, a term not more than five years; 
(9) For a class E felony, a term not more than three years; and 

(10) For an unclassified felony, a term in accordance with the sentence specified in the sec�on of the 
general statutes that defines or provides the penalty for the crime. 

 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-41. Fines for felonies. 
 
A fine for the convic�on of a felony shall, unless the sec�on of the general statutes that defines or provides the 
penalty for the crime specifically provides otherwise, be fixed by the court as follows: (1) For a class A felony, 
an amount not to exceed twenty thousand dollars; (2) for a class B felony, an amount not to exceed fi�een 
thousand dollars; (3) for a class C felony, an amount not to exceed ten thousand dollars; (4) for a class D felony, 
an amount not to exceed five thousand dollars; (5) for a class E felony, an amount not to exceed three thousand 
five hundred dollars; and (6) for an unclassified felony, an amount in accordance with the fine specified in the 
sec�on of the general statutes that defines or provides the penalty for the crime. 
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Conn. Gen. Stat. § 54-193. Limita�on of prosecu�on for certain viola�ons or offenses. 
 

(a) There shall be no limita�on of �me within which a person may be prosecuted for (1) (A) a capital felony 
under the provisions of sec�on 53a-54b in effect prior to April 25, 2012, a class A felony or a viola�on 
of sec�on 53a-54d or 53a-169, or (B) any other offense involving sexual abuse, sexual exploita�on or 
sexual assault if the vic�m of the offense was a minor at the �me of the offense, including, but not 
limited to, a viola�on of subdivision (2) of subsec�on (a) of sec�on 53-21, (2) a viola�on of sec�on 53a-
165aa or 53a-166 in which such person renders criminal assistance to another person who has 
commited an offense set forth in subdivision (1) of this subsec�on, (3) a viola�on of sec�on 53a-
156 commited during a proceeding that results in the convic�on of another person subsequently 
determined to be actually innocent of the offense or offenses of which such other person was 
convicted, or (4) a motor vehicle viola�on or offense that resulted in the death of another person and 
involved a viola�on of subsec�on (a) of sec�on 14-224. 

(b)  
(1) Except as provided in subsec�on (a) of this sec�on or subdivision (2) of this subsec�on, no 

person may be prosecuted for a viola�on of a (A) class B felony viola�on of sec�on 53a–70, 
53a–70a or 53a–70b, (B) class C felony viola�on of sec�on 53a–71 or 53a–72b, or (C) class D 
felony viola�on of sec�on 53a–72a, as amended by this act, except within twenty years next 
a�er the offense has been commited. 

(2) Except as provided in subsec�on (a) of this sec�on, no person may be prosecuted for any 
offense involving sexual abuse, sexual exploita�on or sexual assault of a vic�m if the vic�m was 
eighteen, nineteen or twenty years of age at the �me of the offense, except not later than thirty 
years next a�er such vic�m atains the age of twenty-one years. 

(3) No person may be prosecuted for a class A misdemeanor viola�on of sec�on 53a–73a, as 
amended by this act, if the vic�m at the �me of the offense was twenty-one years of age or 
older, except within ten years next a�er the offense has been commited. 

(c) No person may be prosecuted for any offense, other than an offense set forth in subsection (a) of this 
section, for which the punishment is or may be imprisonment in excess of one year, except within five 
years next after the offense has been committed. 

(d) No person may be prosecuted for any offense, other than an offense set forth in subsection (a) or (b) of 
this section, except within one year next after the offense has been committed. 

(e) If the person against whom an indictment, informa�on or complaint for any of said offenses is brought 
has fled from and resided out of this state during the period so limited, it may be brought against such 
person at any �me within such period, during which such person resides in this state, a�er the 
commission of the offense. 

(f) When any suit, indictment, informa�on or complaint for any crime may be brought within any other 
�me than is limited by this sec�on, it shall be brought within such �me.  
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15.   LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICIES 
 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329. Preven�on of cruelty to dogs and other animals. 
 
Any animal control officer or regional animal control officer appointed pursuant to section 22-238, 22-331, as 
amended by this act, or 22-331a, as amended by this act, as applicable, or any law enforcement officer may 
interfere to prevent any act of cruelty upon any dog or other animal, and any person who interferes with or 
obstructs or resists any such officer in the discharge of such duty shall be guilty of a class D misdemeanor. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-330. Authority of officers issuing summons. 
 
The commissioner, the Chief Animal Control Officer and any animal control officer in any part of the state, any 
regional animal control officer in the territory to which he is assigned and any municipal animal control officer 
in the municipality for which he has been appointed may arrest any person and may issue a written complaint 
and summons in furtherance thereof for any violation of any law relating to dogs or to any domestic animal in 
the same manner police officers or constables may exercise in their respective jurisdictions. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108b. Appointment of agents as special police officers.  
 
The Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public Protection may appoint, at the request of the Connecticut 
Humane Society, accredited agents of that society as special police officers to serve for two years from the date 
of their respective appointments, subject to removal by said commissioner. Such officers shall serve without 
pay, except their regular compensation as agents of said society. They shall receive no fees for service or return 
of any criminal process and shall have, throughout the state, the powers of constables and police officers to 
arrest and detain any person violating any provision of the statutes concerning cruelty to animals. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108c. Preven�on of cruelty to animals. 
 
Any officer or agent of the Connecticut Humane Society may lawfully interfere to prevent the perpetration of 
any act of cruelty upon any animal in his presence, and any person who interferes with or obstructs or resists 
any such officer or agent in the discharge of his duty shall be fined not more than fifty dollars or imprisoned not 
more than thirty days.   
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16.   SEIZURE 
 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329a. Seizure and custody of neglected or cruelly treated animals. Animal abuse cost 
recovery account. 
 

(a) Any animal control officer or regional animal control officer appointed pursuant to section 22-328, 22-
331, as amended by this act, or 22-331a, as amended by this act, as applicable, may take physical 
custody of any animal when such animal control officer has reasonable cause to believe that such 
animal is in imminent harm and is neglected or is cruelly treated in violation of section 22-366, 22-415, 
53-247, as amended by this act, 53-248, 53-249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251, 53-252, or section 2 of this 
act, and, not later than ninety-six hours after taking physical custody, shall proceed as provided in 
subsection (c) of this section, except that if, in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian or the State 
Veterinarian, at any time after physical custody of such animal is taken, such animal is so injured or 
diseased that it should be euthanized immediately, such officer may have such animal humanely 
euthanized by a licensed veterinarian. 

(b) Any animal control officer or regional animal control officer appointed pursuant to section 22-328, 22-
331, as amended by this act, or 22-331a, as amended by this act, as applicable, may take physical 
custody of any animal upon issuance of a warrant finding probable cause that such animal is neglected 
or is cruelly treated in violation of section 22-366, 22-415, 53-247, as amended by this act, 53-248, 53-
249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251, 53-252, or section 2 of this act, and shall thereupon proceed as provided 
in subsection (c) of this section except that if, in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian or the State 
Veterinarian, at any time after physical custody of such animal is taken, such animal is so injured or 
diseased that it should be euthanized immediately, such officer may have such animal humanely 
euthanized by a licensed veterinarian. 

(c) Such officer shall file with the superior court which has venue over such mater or with the superior 
court for the judicial district of Har�ord at Har�ord a verified pe��on plainly sta�ng such facts of 
neglect or cruel treatment as to bring such animal within the jurisdic�on of the court and praying for 
appropriate ac�on by the court in accordance with the provisions of this sec�on. Upon the filing of 
such pe��on, the court shall cause a summons to be issued requiring the owner or owners or person 
having responsibility for the care of the animal, if known, to appear in court at the �me and place 
named. 

(d) If physical custody of an animal has been taken pursuant to subsec�on (a) or (b) of this sec�on and it 
appears from the allega�ons of the pe��on filed pursuant to subsec�on (c) of this sec�on and other 
affirma�ons of fact accompanying the pe��on, or provided subsequent thereto, that there is 
reasonable cause to find that the animal’s condi�on or the circumstances surrounding its care require 
that temporary care and custody be immediately assumed to safeguard its welfare, the court shall 
either (1) issue an order to show cause why the court should not vest in some suitable state, municipal 
or other public or private agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a hearing 
on the pe��on, or (2) issue an order ves�ng in some suitable state, municipal or other public or private 
agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a hearing on the pe��on. A hearing 
on the order issued by the court pursuant to subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsec�on shall be held not 
later than fourteen days a�er the issuance of such order. The service of such order may be made by any 
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officer authorized by law to serve process, state police officer or indifferent person and shall be served 
not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and �me of such hearing. If the owner or owners or 
person having responsibility for the care of the animal is not known, no�ce of the �me and place of the 
hearing shall be given by publica�on in a newspaper having a circula�on in the town in which such 
officer took physical custody of such animal not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and �me of 
such hearing. 

(e) If physical custody of an animal has not been taken pursuant to subsection (a) or (b) of this section, and 
such officer has reasonable cause to believe that an animal is neglected or is cruelly treated in violation 
of section 22-366, 22-415, 53-247, 53-248, 53-249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251 or 53-252, such animal 
control officer may file a petition with the superior court which has venue over such matter or with the 
superior court for the judicial district of Hartford at Hartford, plainly stating such facts of neglect or 
cruel treatment as to bring the animal within the jurisdiction of the court and praying for appropriate 
action by the court to ensure the welfare of the animal, including, but not limited to, physical removal 
and temporary care and custody of the animal, an order to compel the owner of any such animal to 
provide care in a manner that the court determines is necessary, authorization of an animal control 
officer or regional animal control officer appointed pursuant to section 22-328, 22-331, as amended by 
this act, or 22-331a, as amended by this act, as applicable, or a licensed veterinarian to provide care for 
the animal on site, vesting of ownership of the animal, the pos�ng of a bond in accordance with 
subsec�on (f) of this sec�on and the assessment of costs in accordance with subsec�on (h) of this 
sec�on. Upon the filing of such pe��on, the court shall cause a summons for an order to show cause to 
be issued requiring the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal, if 
known, to appear in court at the �me and place named. If the owner or owners or person having 
responsibility for the care of the animal is not known, no�ce of the �me and place of the hearing shall 
be given by publica�on in a newspaper having a circula�on in the town where the animal is located not 
less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and �me of the hearing. If it appears from the allega�ons 
of the pe��on filed pursuant to this subsec�on and other affirma�ons of fact accompanying the 
pe��on, or provided subsequent thereto, that there is reasonable cause to find that the animal’s 
condi�on or the circumstances surrounding its care require the immediate removal of the animal from 
the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal to safeguard its welfare, 
the court shall issue an order ves�ng in some suitable state, municipal or other public or private agency 
or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a hearing on the pe��on which hearing 
shall be held not later than ten days a�er the issuance of such order for such temporary care and 
custody. The service of such order may be made by any officer authorized by law to serve process, state 
police officer or indifferent person and shall be served not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date 
and �me of such hearing. 

(f) If the court issues an order ves�ng the animal’s temporary care and custody in some suitable state, 
municipal or other public or private agency or person, the owner or owners shall either relinquish 
ownership of the animal or post a cash bond with the agency or person in whom the animal’s 
temporary care and custody was vested or with such agency’s counsel of record in the case. The cash 
bond shall be in the amount of one thousand dollars for each animal placed in the temporary care or 
custody of such agency or person and shall secure payment for the reasonable expenses of the agency 
or person having temporary care and custody of the animal in caring and providing for such animal un�l 
the court makes a finding as to the animal’s disposi�on under subsec�on (g) of this sec�on. The 
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requirement that a bond be posted may be waived if such owner provides sa�sfactory evidence that 
such owner is indigent and unable to pay for such bond. 

(g)  
(1) If, a�er hearing, the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, it shall vest 

ownership of the animal in any state, municipal or other public or private agency which is 
permited by law to care for neglected or cruelly treated animals or with any person found to be 
suitable or worthy of such responsibility by the court. 

(2) If, a�er hearing, the court finds that the animal is so injured or diseased that it should be 
humanely euthanized, the court may order that such animal be humanely euthanized by a 
licensed veterinarian. 

(3) If, a�er hearing, the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly treated, it may cause 
the animal to be returned to its owner or owners or person having responsibility for its care or, 
if such owner or owners or person is unknown or unwilling to resume caring for such animal, it 
may vest ownership of the animal in any state, municipal or other public or private agency or 
person found to be suitable or worthy of such responsibility. 

(4) If the court makes a finding under subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsec�on less than thirty days 
a�er the issuance of an order of temporary care and custody and the owner of the animal has 
posted a bond, the agency or person with whom the bond was posted shall return the balance 
of such bond, if any, to the owner. The amount of the bond to be returned to the owner shall be 
calculated at the rate of fi�een dollars per day per animal or twenty-five dollars per day per 
animal if the animal is a horse or other large livestock for the number of days less than thirty 
that such agency or person has not had temporary care and custody of the animal less any 
veterinary costs and expenses incurred for the welfare of the animal. 

(5) If the court makes a finding under subdivision (3) of this subsec�on a�er the issuance of an 
order of temporary care and custody and the owner of the animal has posted a bond, the 
agency or person with whom the bond was posted shall return such bond to such owner. 

(h) If the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, the expenses incurred by the state or a 
municipality in providing proper food, shelter and care to an animal it has taken custody of under 
subsec�on (a) or (b) of this sec�on and the expenses incurred by any state, municipal or other public or 
private agency or person in providing temporary care and custody pursuant to an order ves�ng 
temporary care and custody, calculated at the rate of twenty dollars per day per animal or thirty dollars 
per day per animal if the animal is a horse or other large livestock un�l the date ownership is vested 
pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsec�on (g) of this sec�on shall be paid by the owner or owners or 
person having responsibility for the care of the animal. In addi�on, all veterinary costs and expenses 
incurred for the welfare of the animal shall be paid by the owner or owners or person having 
responsibility for the animal. 

(i) If the court vests ownership of the animal in the Commissioner of Agriculture or a municipality, the 
commissioner or the municipality may conduct or par�cipate in a public auc�on of the animal under 
such condi�ons the commissioner or the municipality deems necessary or the commissioner or the 
municipality may consign the animal to an auc�on or sell the animal through an open adver�sed bid 
process whereby bid price and demonstra�on of sufficient knowledge and ability to care for such 
animal are factors for the commissioner's or municipality's considera�on. All moneys collected from 
the sale of animals sold by the Commissioner of Agriculture through such open adver�sed bid process 
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shall be deposited in the “animal abuse cost recovery account” established in subsec�on (j) of this 
sec�on. All moneys collected from the sale of animals sold by a municipality through such open 
adver�sed bid process shall be deposited by the town treasurer or other fiscal officer in the town's 
general fund. The commissioner or the municipality may also vest ownership of any such animal in an 
individual or a public or private nonprofit animal rescue or adop�on organiza�on. 

(j) There is established a separate, nonlapsing account within the General Fund, to be known as the 
“animal abuse cost recovery account”. All moneys collected from sales at public auc�on of animals 
seized by the Department of Agriculture pursuant to this sec�on shall be deposited into the account. 
Deposits of moneys may be made into the account from public or private sources, including, but not 
limited to, the federal government or municipal governments. 

(k) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, any moneys received by the Department of 
Agriculture pursuant to subsec�on (j) of this sec�on shall be deposited in the General Fund and 
credited to the animal abuse cost recovery account. The account shall be available to the Commissioner 
of Agriculture for the purpose of the housing, care and welfare of any animal seized by the department, 
un�l final disposi�on of such animal. Addi�onally, the account may be used for the purpose of 
providing reimbursement to any municipality for the costs of providing temporary care to such animal if 
such temporary care exceeded thirty days in dura�on and such costs exceeded the amount of any 
surety bond or cash bond posted pursuant to subsec�on (f) of this sec�on provided the total annual 
reimbursement to municipali�es from said account for such purpose shall not exceed twenty-five 
thousand dollars. Nothing in this sec�on shall prevent the commissioner from obtaining or using funds 
from sources other than the account for the housing, care and welfare of any animal seized by the 
department pursuant to this sec�on. 

 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108d. Disposi�on of animal or vehicle of person arrested. 
 
When any person arrested under any provision of the laws relating to cruelty to animals is, at the time of such 
arrest, in charge of any vehicle drawn by or containing any animal cruelly treated, any agent or officer of the 
Connecticut Humane Society may take charge of such animal and of such vehicle and its contents, and shall 
give notice thereof to the owner, if known, at his last-known address by registered or certified mail, return 
receipt requested, and if the owner is not known, by publication in a newspaper having a circulation in the 
town in which the society took charge of such animal. The society shall care and provide for the animal and the 
vehicle and its contents until their owner takes charge of them or, if the state claims such seized property is a 
nuisance, until they are destroyed or disposed of in accordance with section 54-33g. The society shall have a 
lien on any such animal and vehicle for the expenses of such care and provision. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108e. Deten�on and disposi�on of neglected or cruelly treated animals.   
 

(a) Any officer or agent of the Connecticut Humane Society may lawfully take charge of any animal found 
neglected or cruelly treated, in violation of sections 22-366, 22-415 and 53-247 to 53-252, inclusive, and 
shall thereupon proceed as provided in subsection (b) of this section, except that if, in the opinion of a 
licensed veterinarian, such animal is so injured or diseased that it should be destroyed immediately, 
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such officer or agent may humanely destroy or cause such animal to be humanely destroyed. 
(b) Such officer or agent shall file with the superior court which has venue over such mater a verified 

pe��on plainly sta�ng such facts as to bring such animal within the jurisdic�on of the court and praying 
for appropriate ac�on by the court in accordance with the provisions of this sec�on. Upon the filing of 
such pe��on the court shall cause a summons to be issued requiring the owner or owners or person 
having responsibility for the care of the animal, if known, to appear in court at the �me and place 
named, which summons shall be served not less than fourteen days before the date of the hearing. If 
the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal is not known, no�ce of 
the �me and place of the hearing shall be given by publica�on in a newspaper having a circula�on in 
the town in which the society took charge of such animal not less than fourteen days before the date of 
the hearing. Such court shall further give no�ce to the pe��oner of the �me and place of the hearing 
not less than fourteen days before the date of the hearing.  

(c) If it appears from the allega�ons of the pe��on and other affirma�ons of fact accompanying the 
pe��on, or provided subsequent thereto, that there is reasonable cause to find that the animal’s 
condi�on or the circumstances surrounding its care require that its custody be immediately assumed to 
safeguard its welfare, the court shall either (1) issue an order to the owner or owners or person having 
responsibility for the care of the animal to show cause at such �me as the court may designate why the 
court shall not vest in some suitable agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody 
pending a hearing on the pe��on or (2) issue an order ves�ng in some suitable agency or person the 
animal’s temporary care and custody pending a hearing on the pe��on which hearing shall be held 
within ten days from the issuance of such order on the need for such temporary care and custody. The 
service of such orders may be made by any officer authorized by law to serve process, state police 
officer or indifferent person.   

(d)  
(1) If, a�er hearing, the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, it may vest 

ownership of the animal in any private or public agency which is permited by law to care for 
neglected or cruelly treated animals or with any person found to be suitable or worthy of such 
responsibility by the court. 

(2) If, a�er hearing, the court finds that the animal is so injured or diseased that it should be 
destroyed, the court may order that such animal be humanely destroyed.   

(3) If, a�er hearing, the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly treated, it may cause 
the animal to be returned to its owner or owners or person having responsibility for its care or, 
if such owner or owners or person is unknown or unwilling to resume caring for such animal, it 
may vest ownership of the animal in any private or public agency or person found to be suitable 
or worthy of such responsibility.   

(e) Unless the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly treated, the expense incurred by the 
society in providing proper food, shelter and care to an animal it has taken charge of under subsec�on 
(a) of this sec�on and the expense incurred by an agency or person in providing temporary care and 
custody to an animal under subsec�on (c) of this sec�on shall be paid by the owner or owners or 
person having responsibility for the care of the animal and the society or such agency or person shall 
have a lien upon such animal for such expense.  
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CONN. GEN. STAT. § 
 
A law enforcement officer or animal control officer authorized under section 22–329a of the general statutes, 
as amended by this act, investigating an alleged violation of section 2 of this act may lawfully take possession 
of an animal when such officer has a reasonable belief that the animal was sexually assaulted in violation of 
section 2 of this act in order to protect the health or safety of the animal or the health or safety of others, and 
to obtain evidence of the alleged offense. Any animal, whether dead or alive, taken into possession pursuant to 
this section shall be promptly transported to an animal shelter or veterinary hospital to be examined by a 
licensed veterinarian for care and treatment and to preserve evidence of any alleged violation of section 2 of 
this act. 
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17.   COURTROOM ANIMAL ADVOCATE PROGRAM 
 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 54-86n. Appointment of advocate in proceeding re the welfare or custody of a cat or dog. 
Advocate’s du�es. Department of Agriculture to maintain list of eligible advocates. 
 

(a) In any prosecution under section 53-247, or in any court proceeding pursuant to section 22-329a or in 
the criminal session of the Superior Court regarding the welfare or custody of a cat or dog, the court 
may order, upon its own initiative or upon request of a party or counsel for a party, that a separate 
advocate be appointed to represent the interests of justice. If a court orders that an advocate be 
appointed to represent the interests of justice, the court shall appoint such advocate from a list 
provided to the court by the Commissioner of Agriculture pursuant to subsection (c) of this section. A 
decision by the court denying a request to appoint a separate advocate to represent the interests of 
justice shall not be subject to appeal. 

(b) The advocate may: (1) Monitor the case; (2) consult any individual with information that could aid the 
judge or fact finder and review records relating to the condition of the cat or dog and the defendant's 
actions, including, but not limited to, records from animal control officers, veterinarians and police 
officers; (3) attend hearings; and (4) present information or recommendations to the court pertinent to 
determinations that relate to the interests of justice, provided such information and recommendations 
shall be based solely upon the duties undertaken pursuant to this subsection. 

(c) The Department of Agriculture shall maintain a list of attorneys with knowledge of animal issues and 
the legal system and a list of law schools that have students, or anticipate having students, with an 
interest in animal issues and the legal system. Such attorneys and law students shall be eligible to serve 
on a voluntary basis as advocates under this section. The provisions of sections 3-14 to 3-21, inclusive, 
of the Connecticut Practice Book shall govern a law student's participation as an advocate under this 
section. 

  

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000264&cite=CTSTS53-247&originatingDoc=NB366ECE05DF011E6A78082BE9C2122F4&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Folder*cid.6919662e490c43e7896cd4e8ab6e7544*oc.Search)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000264&cite=CTSTS22-329A&originatingDoc=NB366ECE05DF011E6A78082BE9C2122F4&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Folder*cid.6919662e490c43e7896cd4e8ab6e7544*oc.Search)
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18.   RESTITUTION 
 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329a. Seizure and custody of neglected or cruelly treated animals. Animal abuse cost 
recovery account. 
 

(a) Any animal control officer or regional animal control officer appointed pursuant to sec�on 22-328, 22-
331, as amended by this act, or 22-331a, as amended by this act, as applicable, may take physical 
custody of any animal when such animal control officer has reasonable cause to believe that such 
animal is in imminent harm and is neglected or is cruelly treated in viola�on of sec�on 22-366, 22-415, 
53-247, 53-248, 53-249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251 or 53-252, and, not later than ninety-six hours a�er 
taking physical custody, shall proceed as provided in subsec�on (c) of this sec�on, except that if, in the 
opinion of a licensed veterinarian or the State Veterinarian, at any �me a�er physical custody of such 
animal is taken, such animal is so injured or diseased that it should be euthanized immediately, such 
officer may have such animal humanely euthanized by a licensed veterinarian. 

(b) Any animal control officer or regional animal control officer appointed pursuant to sec�on 22-328, 22-
331, as amended by this act, or 22-331a, as amended by this act, as applicable, may take physical 
custody of any animal upon issuance of a warrant finding probable cause that such animal is neglected 
or is cruelly treated in viola�on of sec�on 22-366, 22-415, 53-247, 53-248, 53-249, 53-249a, 53-250, 
53-251 or 53-252, and shall thereupon proceed as provided in subsec�on (c) of this sec�on except that 
if, in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian or the State Veterinarian, at any �me a�er physical custody 
of such animal is taken, such animal is so injured or diseased that it should be euthanized immediately, 
such officer may have such animal humanely euthanized by a licensed veterinarian. 

(c) Such officer shall file with the superior court which has venue over such mater or with the superior 
court for the judicial district of Har�ord at Har�ord a verified pe��on plainly sta�ng such facts of 
neglect or cruel treatment as to bring such animal within the jurisdic�on of the court and praying for 
appropriate ac�on by the court in accordance with the provisions of this sec�on. Upon the filing of 
such pe��on, the court shall cause a summons to be issued requiring the owner or owners or person 
having responsibility for the care of the animal, if known, to appear in court at the �me and place 
named. 

(d) If physical custody of an animal has been taken pursuant to subsec�on (a) or (b) of this sec�on and it 
appears from the allega�ons of the pe��on filed pursuant to subsec�on (c) of this sec�on and other 
affirma�ons of fact accompanying the pe��on, or provided subsequent thereto, that there is 
reasonable cause to find that the animal’s condi�on or the circumstances surrounding its care require 
that temporary care and custody be immediately assumed to safeguard its welfare, the court shall 
either (1) issue an order to show cause why the court should not vest in some suitable state, municipal 
or other public or private agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a hearing 
on the pe��on, or (2) issue an order ves�ng in some suitable state, municipal or other public or private 
agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a hearing on the pe��on. A hearing 
on the order issued by the court pursuant to subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsec�on shall be held not 
later than fourteen days a�er the issuance of such order. The service of such order may be made by any 
officer authorized by law to serve process, state police officer or indifferent person and shall be served 
not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and �me of such hearing. If the owner or owners or 
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person having responsibility for the care of the animal is not known, no�ce of the �me and place of the 
hearing shall be given by publica�on in a newspaper having a circula�on in the town in which such 
officer took physical custody of such animal not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and �me of 
such hearing. 

(e) If physical custody of an animal has not been taken pursuant to subsection (a) or (b) of this section, and 
such officer has reasonable cause to believe that an animal is neglected or is cruelly treated in violation 
of section 22-366, 22-415, 53-247, 53-248, 53-249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251 or 53-252, such animal 
control officer may file a petition with the superior court which has venue over such matter or with the 
superior court for the judicial district of Hartford at Hartford, plainly stating such facts of neglect or 
cruel treatment as to bring the animal within the jurisdiction of the court and praying for appropriate 
action by the court to ensure the welfare of the animal, including, but not limited to, physical removal 
and temporary care and custody of the animal, an order to compel the owner of any such animal to 
provide care in a manner that the court determines is necessary, authoriza�on of an animal control 
officer or regional animal control officer appointed pursuant to sec�on 22-328, 220331, as amended by 
this act, or 22-331a, as amended by this act, as applicable, or a licensed veterinarian to provide care for 
the animal on site, ves�ng of ownership of the animal, the posting of a bond in accordance with 
subsection (f) of this section and the assessment of costs in accordance with subsection (h) of this 
section. Upon the filing of such pe��on, the court shall cause a summons for an order to show cause to 
be issued requiring the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal, if 
known, to appear in court at the �me and place named. If the owner or owners or person having 
responsibility for the care of the animal is not known, no�ce of the �me and place of the hearing shall 
be given by publica�on in a newspaper having a circula�on in the town where the animal is located not 
less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and �me of the hearing. If it appears from the allega�ons 
of the pe��on filed pursuant to this subsec�on and other affirma�ons of fact accompanying the 
pe��on, or provided subsequent thereto, that there is reasonable cause to find that the animal’s 
condi�on or the circumstances surrounding its care require the immediate removal of the animal from 
the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal to safeguard its welfare, 
the court shall issue an order ves�ng in some suitable state, municipal or other public or private agency 
or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a hearing on the pe��on which hearing 
shall be held not later than ten days a�er the issuance of such order for such temporary care and 
custody. The service of such order may be made by any officer authorized by law to serve process, state 
police officer or indifferent person and shall be served not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date 
and �me of such hearing. 

(f) If the court issues an order vesting the animal’s temporary care and custody in some suitable state, 
municipal or other public or private agency or person, the owner or owners shall either relinquish 
ownership of the animal or post a cash bond with the agency or person in whom the animal’s 
temporary care and custody was vested or with such agency’s counsel of record in the case. The cash 
bond shall be in the amount one thousand dollars for each animal placed in the temporary care or 
custody of such agency or person and shall secure payment for the reasonable expenses of the agency 
or person having temporary care and custody of the animal in caring and providing for such animal until 
the court makes a finding as to the animal’s disposition under subsection (g) of this section. The 
requirement that a bond be posted may be waived if such owner provides satisfactory evidence that 
such owner is indigent and unable to pay for such bond. 
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(g)  
(1) If, a�er hearing, the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, it shall vest 

ownership of the animal in any state, municipal or other public or private agency which is 
permited by law to care for neglected or cruelly treated animals or with any person found to be 
suitable or worthy of such responsibility by the court. 

(2) If, a�er hearing, the court finds that the animal is so injured or diseased that it should be 
humanely euthanized, the court may order that such animal be humanely euthanized by a 
licensed veterinarian. 

(3) If, a�er hearing, the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly treated, it may cause 
the animal to be returned to its owner or owners or person having responsibility for its care or, 
if such owner or owners or person is unknown or unwilling to resume caring for such animal, it 
may vest ownership of the animal in any state, municipal or other public or private agency or 
person found to be suitable or worthy of such responsibility. 

(4) If the court makes a finding under subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection less than thirty days 
after the issuance of an order of temporary care and custody and the owner of the animal has 
posted a bond, the agency or person with whom the bond was posted shall return the balance of 
such bond, if any, to the owner. The amount of the bond to be returned to the owner shall be 
calculated at the rate of fifteen dollars per day per animal or twenty-five dollars per day per 
animal if the animal is a horse or other large livestock for the number of days less than thirty 
that such agency or person has not had temporary care and custody of the animal less any 
veterinary costs and expenses incurred for the welfare of the animal. 

(5) If the court makes a finding under subdivision (3) of this subsection after the issuance of an 
order of temporary care and custody and the owner of the animal has posted a bond, the 
agency or person with whom the bond was posted shall return such bond to such owner. 

(h) If the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, the expenses incurred by the state or a 
municipality in providing proper food, shelter and care to an animal it has taken custody of under 
subsection (a) or (b) of this section and the expenses incurred by any state, municipal or other public or 
private agency or person in providing temporary care and custody pursuant to an order vesting 
temporary care and custody, calculated at the rate of twenty dollars per day per animal or thirty dollars 
per day per animal if the animal is a horse or other large livestock until the date ownership is vested 
pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection (g) of this section shall be paid by the owner or owners or 
person having responsibility for the care of the animal. In addition, all veterinary costs and expenses 
incurred for the welfare of the animal shall be paid by the owner or owners or person having 
responsibility for the animal. 

(i) If the court vests ownership of the animal in the Commissioner of Agriculture or a municipality, the 
commissioner or the municipality may conduct or par�cipate in a public auc�on of the animal under 
such condi�ons the commissioner or the municipality deems necessary or the commissioner or the 
municipality may consign the animal to an auc�on or sell the animal through an open adver�sed bid 
process whereby bid price and demonstra�on of sufficient knowledge and ability to care for such 
animal are factors for the commissioner's or municipality's considera�on. All moneys collected from 
the sale of animals sold by the Commissioner of Agriculture through such open adver�sed bid process 
shall be deposited in the “animal abuse cost recovery account” established in subsec�on (j) of this 
sec�on. All moneys collected from the sale of animals sold by a municipality through such open 
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adver�sed bid process shall be deposited by the town treasurer or other fiscal officer in the town's 
general fund. The commissioner or the municipality may also vest ownership of any such animal in an 
individual or a public or private nonprofit animal rescue or adop�on organiza�on. 

(j) There is established a separate, nonlapsing account within the General Fund, to be known as the 
“animal abuse cost recovery account”. All moneys collected from sales at public auction of animals 
seized by the Department of Agriculture pursuant to this section shall be deposited into the account. 
Deposits of moneys may be made into the account from public or private sources, including, but not 
limited to, the federal government or municipal governments. 

(k) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, any moneys received by the Department of 
Agriculture pursuant to subsection (j) of this section shall be deposited in the General Fund and credited 
to the animal abuse cost recovery account. The account shall be available to the Commissioner of 
Agriculture for the purpose of the housing, care and welfare of any animal seized by the department, 
until final disposition of such animal. Additionally, the account may be used for the purpose of providing 
reimbursement to any municipality for the costs of providing temporary care to such animal if such 
temporary care exceeded thirty days in duration and such costs exceeded the amount of any surety 
bond or cash bond posted pursuant to subsection (f) of this section provided the total annual 
reimbursement to municipalities from said account for such purpose shall not exceed twenty-five 
thousand dollars. Nothing in this section shall prevent the commissioner from obtaining or using funds 
from sources other than the account for the housing, care and welfare of any animal seized by the 
department pursuant to this section. 

 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108d. Disposi�on of animal or vehicle of person arrested. 
 
When any person arrested under any provision of the laws rela�ng to cruelty to animals is, at the �me of such 
arrest, in charge of any vehicle drawn by or containing any animal cruelly treated, any agent or officer of the 
Connec�cut Humane Society may take charge of such animal and of such vehicle and its contents, and shall 
give no�ce thereof to the owner, if known, at his last- known address by registered or cer�fied mail, return 
receipt requested, and if the owner is not known, by publica�on in a newspaper having a circula�on in the 
town in which the society took charge of such animal. The society shall care and provide for the animal and the 
vehicle and its contents un�l their owner takes charge of them or, if the state claims such seized property is a 
nuisance, un�l they are destroyed or disposed of in accordance with sec�on 54-33g. The society shall have a 
lien on any such animal and vehicle for the expenses of such care and provision. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108e. Deten�on and disposi�on of neglected or cruelly treated animals.   
 

(a) Any officer or agent of the Connec�cut Humane Society may lawfully take charge of any animal found 
neglected or cruelly treated, in viola�on of sec�ons 22-366, 22-415 and 53-247 to 53-252, inclusive, 
and shall thereupon proceed as provided in subsec�on (b) of this sec�on, except that if, in the opinion 
of a licensed veterinarian, such animal is so injured or diseased that it should be destroyed 
immediately, such officer or agent may humanely destroy or cause such animal to be humanely 
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destroyed.   
(b) Such officer or agent shall file with the superior court which has venue over such mater a verified 

pe��on plainly sta�ng such facts as to bring such animal within the jurisdic�on of the court and praying 
for appropriate ac�on by the court in accordance with the provisions of this sec�on. Upon the filing of 
such pe��on the court shall cause a summons to be issued requiring the owner or owners or person 
having responsibility for the care of the animal, if known, to appear in court at the �me and place 
named, which summons shall be served not less than fourteen days before the date of the hearing. If 
the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal is not known, no�ce of 
the �me and place of the hearing shall be given by publica�on in a newspaper having a circula�on in 
the town in which the society took charge of such animal not less than fourteen days before the date of 
the hearing. Such court shall further give no�ce to the pe��oner of the �me and place of the hearing 
not less than fourteen days before the date of the hearing.   

(c) If it appears from the allega�ons of the pe��on and other affirma�ons of fact accompanying the 
pe��on, or provided subsequent thereto, that there is reasonable cause to find that the animal’s 
condi�on or the circumstances surrounding its care require that its custody be immediately assumed to 
safeguard its welfare, the court shall either (1) issue an order to the owner or owners or person having 
responsibility for the care of the animal to show cause at such �me as the court may designate why the 
court shall not vest in some suitable agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody 
pending a hearing on the pe��on or (2) issue an order ves�ng in some suitable agency or person the 
animal’s temporary care and custody pending a hearing on the pe��on which hearing shall be held 
within ten days from the issuance of such order on the need for such temporary care and custody. The 
service of such orders may be made by any officer authorized by law to serve process, state police 
officer or indifferent person.   

(d)  
(1) If, a�er hearing, the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, it may vest 

ownership of the animal in any private or public agency which is permited by law to care for 
neglected or cruelly treated animals or with any person found to be suitable or worthy of such 
responsibility by the court.   

(2) If, a�er hearing, the court finds that the animal is so injured or diseased that it should be 
destroyed, the court may order that such animal be humanely destroyed.   

(3) If, a�er hearing, the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly treated, it may cause 
the animal to be returned to its owner or owners or person having responsibility for its care or, 
if such owner or owners or person is unknown or unwilling to resume caring for such animal, it 
may vest ownership of the animal in any private or public agency or person found to be suitable 
or worthy of such responsibility.   

(e) Unless the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly treated, the expense incurred by the 
society in providing proper food, shelter and care to an animal it has taken charge of under subsection 
(a) of this section and the expense incurred by an agency or person in providing temporary care and 
custody to an animal under subsection (c) of this section shall be paid by the owner or owners or person 
having responsibility for the care of the animal and the society or such agency or person shall have a 
lien upon such animal for such expense.  
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CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-253. No�ce of arrest of offender to be given. 
 
Any person making an arrest for a viola�on of the laws rela�ng to cruelty to animals shall use reasonable 
diligence to give no�ce thereof to the owner of animals found in the charge or custody of the person arrested 
and shall properly care and provide for them un�l their owner takes charge of them, provided the owner shall 
take charge of them within sixty days from the date of such no�ce; and the person making such arrest shall 
have a lien on such animals for the expense of such care and provision. 
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19.   FORFEITURE AND POSSESSION BANS 
 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329a. Seizure and custody of neglected or cruelly treated animals. Animal abuse cost 
recovery account. 
 

(a) Any animal control officer or regional animal control officer appointed pursuant to sec�on 22-328, 22-
331, as amended by this act, or 22-331a, as amended by this act, as applicable, may take physical 
custody of any animal when such animal control officer has reasonable cause to believe that such 
animal is in imminent harm and is neglected or is cruelly treated in viola�on of sec�on 22-366, 22-415, 
53-247, 53-248, 53-249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251 or 53-252, and, not later than ninety-six hours a�er 
taking physical custody, shall proceed as provided in subsec�on (c) of this sec�on, except that if, in the 
opinion of a licensed veterinarian or the State Veterinarian, at any �me a�er physical custody of such 
animal is taken, such animal is so injured or diseased that it should be euthanized immediately, such 
officer may have such animal humanely euthanized by a licensed veterinarian. 

(b) Any animal control officer or regional animal control officer appointed pursuant to sec�on 22-328, 22-
331, as amended by this act, or 22-331a, as amended by this act, as applicable, may take physical 
custody of any animal upon issuance of a warrant finding probable cause that such animal is neglected 
or is cruelly treated in viola�on of sec�on 22-366, 22-415, 53-247, 53-248, 53-249, 53-249a, 53-250, 
53-251 or 53-252, and shall thereupon proceed as provided in subsec�on (c) of this sec�on except that 
if, in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian or the State Veterinarian, at any �me a�er physical custody 
of such animal is taken, such animal is so injured or diseased that it should be euthanized immediately, 
such officer may humanely have such animal humanely euthanized by a licensed veterinarian. 

(c) Such officer shall file with the superior court which has venue over such mater or with the superior 
court for the judicial district of Har�ord at Har�ord a verified pe��on plainly sta�ng such facts of 
neglect or cruel treatment as to bring such animal within the jurisdic�on of the court and praying for 
appropriate ac�on by the court in accordance with the provisions of this sec�on. Upon the filing of 
such pe��on, the court shall cause a summons to be issued requiring the owner or owners or person 
having responsibility for the care of the animal, if known, to appear in court at the �me and place 
named. 

(d) If physical custody of an animal has been taken pursuant to subsec�on (a) or (b) of this sec�on and it 
appears from the allega�ons of the pe��on filed pursuant to subsec�on (c) of this sec�on and other 
affirma�ons of fact accompanying the pe��on, or provided subsequent thereto, that there is 
reasonable cause to find that the animal’s condi�on or the circumstances surrounding its care require 
that temporary care and custody be immediately assumed to safeguard its welfare, the court shall 
either (1) issue an order to show cause why the court should not vest in some suitable state, municipal 
or other public or private agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a hearing 
on the pe��on, or (2) issue an order ves�ng in some suitable state, municipal or other public or private 
agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a hearing on the pe��on. A hearing 
on the order issued by the court pursuant to subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsec�on shall be held not 
later than fourteen days a�er the issuance of such order. The service of such order may be made by any 
officer authorized by law to serve process, state police officer or indifferent person and shall be served 
not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and �me of such hearing. If the owner or owners or 
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person having responsibility for the care of the animal is not known, no�ce of the �me and place of the 
hearing shall be given by publica�on in a newspaper having a circula�on in the town in which such 
officer took physical custody of such animal not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and �me of 
such hearing. 

(e) If physical custody of an animal has not been taken pursuant to subsec�on (a) or (b) of this sec�on, and 
such officer has reasonable cause to believe that an animal is neglected or is cruelly treated in viola�on 
of sec�on 22-366, 22-415, 53-247, 53-248, 53-249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251 or 53-252, such animal 
control officer may file a pe��on with the superior court which has venue over such mater or with the 
superior court for the judicial district of Har�ord at Har�ord, plainly sta�ng such facts of neglect or 
cruel treatment as to bring the animal within the jurisdic�on of the court and praying for appropriate 
ac�on by the court to ensure the welfare of the animal, including, but not limited to, physical removal 
and temporary care and custody of the animal, an order to compel the owner of any such animal to 
provide care in a manner that the court determines is necessary, authoriza�on of an animal control 
officer or regional animal control officer appointed pursuant to sec�on 22-328, 22-331, as amended by 
this act, or 22-331a, as amended by this act, as applicable, or a licensed veterinarian to provide care for 
the animal on site, ves�ng of ownership of the animal, the pos�ng of a bond in accordance with 
subsec�on (f) of this sec�on and the assessment of costs in accordance with subsec�on (h) of this 
sec�on. Upon the filing of such pe��on, the court shall cause a summons for an order to show cause to 
be issued requiring the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal, if 
known, to appear in court at the �me and place named. If the owner or owners or person having 
responsibility for the care of the animal is not known, no�ce of the �me and place of the hearing shall 
be given by publica�on in a newspaper having a circula�on in the town where the animal is located not 
less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and �me of the hearing. If it appears from the allega�ons 
of the pe��on filed pursuant to this subsec�on and other affirma�ons of fact accompanying the 
pe��on, or provided subsequent thereto, that there is reasonable cause to find that the animal’s 
condi�on or the circumstances surrounding its care require the immediate removal of the animal from 
the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal to safeguard its welfare, 
the court shall issue an order ves�ng in some suitable state, municipal or other public or private agency 
or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a hearing on the pe��on which hearing 
shall be held not later than ten days a�er the issuance of such order for such temporary care and 
custody. The service of such order may be made by any officer authorized by law to serve process, state 
police officer or indifferent person and shall be served not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date 
and �me of such hearing. 

(f) If the court issues an order vesting the animal’s temporary care and custody in some suitable state, 
municipal or other public or private agency or person, the owner or owners shall either relinquish 
ownership of the animal or post a cash bond with the agency or person in whom the animal’s 
temporary care and custody was vested or with such agency’s counsel of record in the case. The cash 
bond shall be in the amount of one thousand dollars for each animal placed in the temporary care or 
custody of such agency or person and shall secure payment for the reasonable expenses of the agency 
or person having temporary care and custody of the animal in caring and providing for such animal un�l 
the court makes a finding as to the animal’s disposi�on under subsec�on (g) of this sec�on. The 
requirement that a bond be posted may be waived if such owner provides sa�sfactory evidence that 
such owner is indigent and unable to pay for such bond. 
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(g)  
(1) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, it shall vest 

ownership of the animal in any state, municipal or other public or private agency which is 
permitted by law to care for neglected or cruelly treated animals or with any person found to be 
suitable or worthy of such responsibility by the court. 

(2) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is so injured or diseased that it should be 
humanely euthanized, the court may order that such animal be humanely euthanized by a 
licensed veterinarian. 

(3) If, a�er hearing, the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly treated, it may cause 
the animal to be returned to its owner or owners or person having responsibility for its care or, 
if such owner or owners or person is unknown or unwilling to resume caring for such animal, it 
may vest ownership of the animal in any state, municipal or other public or private agency or 
person found to be suitable or worthy of such responsibility. 

(4) If the court makes a finding under subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsec�on less than thirty days 
a�er the issuance of an order of temporary care and custody and the owner of the animal has 
posted a bond, the agency or person with whom the bond was posted shall return the balance 
of such bond, if any, to the owner. The amount of the bond to be returned to the owner shall be 
calculated at the rate of fi�een dollars per day per animal or twenty-five dollars per day per 
animal if the animal is a horse or other large livestock for the number of days less than thirty 
that such agency or person has not had temporary care and custody of the animal less any 
veterinary costs and expenses incurred for the welfare of the animal. 

(5) If the court makes a finding under subdivision (3) of this subsec�on a�er the issuance of an 
order of temporary care and custody and the owner of the animal has posted a bond, the 
agency or person with whom the bond was posted shall return such bond to such owner. 

(h) If the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, the expenses incurred by the state or a 
municipality in providing proper food, shelter and care to an animal it has taken custody of under 
subsec�on (a) or (b) of this sec�on and the expenses incurred by any state, municipal or other public or 
private agency or person in providing temporary care and custody pursuant to an order ves�ng 
temporary care and custody, calculated at the rate of twenty dollars per day per animal or thirty dollars 
per day per animal if the animal is a horse or other large livestock un�l the date ownership is vested 
pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsec�on (g) of this sec�on shall be paid by the owner or owners or 
person having responsibility for the care of the animal. In addi�on, all veterinary costs and expenses 
incurred for the welfare of the animal shall be paid by the owner or owners or person having 
responsibility for the animal. 

(i) If the court vests ownership of the animal in the Commissioner of Agriculture or a municipality, the 
commissioner or the municipality may conduct or participate in a public auction of the animal under 
such conditions the commissioner or the municipality deems necessary or the commissioner or the 
municipality may consign the animal to an auction or sell the animal through an open advertised bid 
process whereby bid price and demonstration of sufficient knowledge and ability to care for such animal 
are factors for the commissioner's or municipality's consideration. All moneys collected from the sale of 
animals sold by the Commissioner of Agriculture through such open adver�sed bid process shall be 
deposited in the “animal abuse cost recovery account” established in subsec�on (j) of this sec�on. All 
moneys collected from the sale of animals sold by a municipality through such open adver�sed bid 
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process shall be deposited by the town treasurer or other fiscal officer in the town's general fund. The 
commissioner or the municipality may also vest ownership of any such animal in an individual or a 
public or private nonprofit animal rescue or adop�on organiza�on. 

(j) There is established a separate, nonlapsing account within the General Fund, to be known as the 
“animal abuse cost recovery account”. All moneys collected from sales at public auc�on of animals 
seized by the Department of Agriculture pursuant to this sec�on shall be deposited into the account. 
Deposits of moneys may be made into the account from public or private sources, including, but not 
limited to, the federal government or municipal governments. 

(k) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, any moneys received by the Department of 
Agriculture pursuant to subsec�on (j) of this sec�on shall be deposited in the General Fund and 
credited to the animal abuse cost recovery account. The account shall be available to the Commissioner 
of Agriculture for the purpose of the housing, care and welfare of any animal seized by the department, 
un�l final disposi�on of such animal. Addi�onally, the account may be used for the purpose of 
providing reimbursement to any municipality for the costs of providing temporary care to such animal if 
such temporary care exceeded thirty days in dura�on and such costs exceeded the amount of any 
surety bond or cash bond posted pursuant to subsec�on (f) of this sec�on provided the total annual 
reimbursement to municipali�es from said account for such purpose shall not exceed twenty-five 
thousand dollars. Nothing in this sec�on shall prevent the commissioner from obtaining or using funds 
from sources other than the account for the housing, care and welfare of any animal seized by the 
department pursuant to this sec�on.  

 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108e. Deten�on and disposi�on of neglected or cruelly treated animals.   
 

(a) Any officer or agent of the Connec�cut Humane Society may lawfully take charge of any animal found 
neglected or cruelly treated, in viola�on of sec�ons 22-366, 22-415 and 53-247 to 53-252, inclusive, 
and shall thereupon proceed as provided in subsec�on (b) of this sec�on, except that if, in the opinion 
of a licensed veterinarian, such animal is so injured or diseased that it should be destroyed 
immediately, such officer or agent may humanely destroy or cause such animal to be humanely 
destroyed. 

(b) Such officer or agent shall file with the superior court which has venue over such mater a verified 
pe��on plainly sta�ng such facts as to bring such animal within the jurisdic�on of the court and praying 
for appropriate ac�on by the court in accordance with the provisions of this sec�on. Upon the filing of 
such pe��on the court shall cause a summons to be issued requiring the owner or owners or person 
having responsibility for the care of the animal, if known, to appear in court at the �me and place 
named, which summons shall be served not less than fourteen days before the date of the hearing. If 
the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal is not known, no�ce of 
the �me and place of the hearing shall be given by publica�on in a newspaper having a circula�on in 
the town in which the society took charge of such animal not less than fourteen days before the date of 
the hearing. Such court shall further give no�ce to the pe��oner of the �me and place of the hearing 
not less than fourteen days before the date of the hearing.   

(c) If it appears from the allega�ons of the pe��on and other affirma�ons of fact accompanying the 
pe��on, or provided subsequent thereto, that there is reasonable cause to find that the animal’s 
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condi�on or the circumstances surrounding its care require that its custody be immediately assumed to 
safeguard its welfare, the court shall either (1) issue an order to the owner or owners or person having 
responsibility for the care of the animal to show cause at such �me as the court may designate why the 
court shall not vest in some suitable agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody 
pending a hearing on the pe��on or (2) issue an order ves�ng in some suitable agency or person the 
animal’s temporary care and custody pending a hearing on the pe��on which hearing shall be held 
within ten days from the issuance of such order on the need for such temporary care and custody. The 
service of such orders may be made by any officer authorized by law to serve process, state police 
officer or indifferent person.   

(d)  
(1) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, it may vest 

ownership of the animal in any private or public agency which is permitted by law to care for 
neglected or cruelly treated animals or with any person found to be suitable or worthy of such 
responsibility by the court.   

(2) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is so injured or diseased that it should be 
destroyed, the court may order that such animal be humanely destroyed.   

(3) If, a�er hearing, the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly treated, it may cause 
the animal to be returned to its owner or owners or person having responsibility for its care or, 
if such owner or owners or person is unknown or unwilling to resume caring for such animal, it 
may vest ownership of the animal in any private or public agency or person found to be suitable 
or worthy of such responsibility.   

(e) Unless the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly treated, the expense incurred by the 
society in providing proper food, shelter and care to an animal it has taken charge of under subsec�on 
(a) of this sec�on and the expense incurred by an agency or person in providing temporary care and 
custody to an animal under subsec�on (c) of this sec�on shall be paid by the owner or owners or 
person having responsibility for the care of the animal and the society or such agency or person shall 
have a lien upon such animal for such expense.  

 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247. Cruelty to animals. Figh�ng animals. Inten�onal killing of police animal. 
 

(a) Any person who overdrives, drives when overloaded, overworks, tortures, deprives of necessary 
sustenance, mu�lates or cruelly beats or kills or unjus�fiably injures any animal, or who, having 
impounded or confined any animal, fails to give such animal proper care or neglects to cage or restrain 
any such animal from doing injury to itself or to another animal or fails to supply any such animal with 
wholesome air, food and water, or unjus�fiably administers any poisonous or noxious drug or substance 
to any domes�c animal or unjus�fiably exposes any such drug or substance, with intent that the same 
shall be taken by an animal, or causes it to be done, or, having charge or custody of any animal, inflicts 
cruelty upon it or fails to provide it with proper food, drink or protec�on from the weather or abandons 
it or carries it or causes it to be carried in a cruel manner, or fights with or baits, harasses or worries any 
animal for the purpose of making it perform for amusement, diversion or exhibi�on, shall, for a first 
offense, be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than one year or both, 
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and for each subsequent offense, shall be guilty of a class D felony. 
(b) Any person who maliciously and inten�onally maims, mu�lates, tortures, wounds or kills an animal 

shall, (1) for a first offense be guilty of a class D felony, and (2) for any subsequent offense, be guilty of a 
class C felony. The provisions of this subsec�on shall not apply to any licensed veterinarian while 
following accepted standards of prac�ce of the profession or to any person while following approved 
methods of slaughter under sec�on 22-272a, while performing medical research as an employee of, 
student in or person associated with any hospital, educa�onal ins�tu�on or laboratory, while following 
generally accepted agricultural prac�ces or while lawfully engaged in the taking of wildlife. 

(c) Any person who knowingly (1) owns, possesses, keeps or trains an animal engaged in an exhibi�on of 
figh�ng for amusement or gain, (2) possesses, keeps or trains an animal with the intent that it be 
engaged in an exhibi�on of figh�ng for amusement or gain, (3) permits an act described in subdivision 
(1) or (2) of this subsec�on to take place on premises under his control, (4) acts as judge or spectator at 
an exhibi�on of animal figh�ng for amusement or gain, or (5) bets or wagers on the outcome of an 
exhibi�on of animal figh�ng for amusement or gain, shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(d) Any person who inten�onally injures any animal while such animal is in the performance of its du�es 
under the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in sec�on 53a-3, or inten�onally injures a dog that 
is a member of a volunteer canine search and rescue team, as defined in sec�on 5-249, while such dog 
is in the performance of its du�es under the supervision of the ac�ve individual member of such team, 
shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(e) Any person who inten�onally kills any animal while such animal is in the performance of its du�es 
under the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in sec�on 53a-3, or inten�onally kills a dog that is a 
member of a volunteer canine search and rescue team, as defined in sec�on 5-249, while such dog is in 
the performance of its du�es under the supervision of the ac�ve individual member of such team, shall 
be fined not more than ten thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both. 

(f) In addition to any sentence imposed pursuant to subsections (a) to (e), inclusive, of this section, at the 
time of a person's sentencing for a conviction under this section, the court shall order that, for the five-
year period commencing from the date of such conviction or the date of such person's release from 
imprisonment for such conviction, whichever is later, such person (1) shall not harbor, own, possess, 
reside with, adopt or serve as a foster placement for any animal, and (2) shall not be employed by, or 
volunteer for, any entity in any position that involves care for, or regular contact with, any animal. 

 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a–28  
 

(a) Except as provided in sec�on 17a–699 and chapter 420b, to the extent that the provisions of said 
sec�on and chapter are inconsistent herewith, every person convicted of an offense shall be sentenced 
in accordance with this �tle. 

(b) Except as provided in sec�on 53a–46a, when a person is convicted of an offense, the court shall impose 
one of the following sentences: (1) A term of imprisonment; or (2) a sentence authorized by sec�on 
18–65a or 18–73; or (3) a fine; or (4) a term of imprisonment and a fine; or (5) a term of imprisonment, 
with the execu�on of such sentence of imprisonment suspended, en�rely or a�er a period set by the 
court, and a period of proba�on or a period of condi�onal discharge; or (6) a term of imprisonment, 
with the execu�on of such sentence of imprisonment suspended, en�rely or a�er a period set by the 
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court, and a fine and a period of proba�on or a period of condi�onal discharge; or (7) a fine and a 
sentence authorized by sec�on 18–65a or 18–73; or (8) a sentence of uncondi�onal discharge; or (9) a 
term of imprisonment and a period of special parole as provided in section 54–125e, except that the 
court may not impose a period of special parole for convictions of offenses under chapter 420b. 

(c) In addi�on to any sentence imposed pursuant to subsec�on (b) of this sec�on, the court shall inquire 
on the record whether there are any requests by a vic�m for res�tu�on, and if (1) a person is convicted 
of an offense that resulted in injury to another person or damage to or loss of property, (2) the vic�m 
requests financial res�tu�on, and (3) the court finds that the vic�m has suffered injury or damage to or 
loss of property as a result of such offense, the court shall order the offender to make financial 
res�tu�on under terms that it determines are appropriate. In determining the appropriate terms of 
financial res�tu�on, the court shall consider: (A) The financial resources of the offender and the burden 
res�tu�on will place on other obliga�ons of the offender; (B) the offender's ability to pay based on 
installments or other condi�ons; (C) the rehabilita�ve effect on the offender of the payment of 
res�tu�on and the method of payment; and (D) other circumstances, including the financial burden 
and impact on the vic�m, that the court determines make the terms of res�tu�on appropriate. If the 
court determines that the current financial resources of the offender or the offender's current ability to 
pay based on installments or other condi�ons are such that no appropriate terms of res�tu�on can be 
determined, the court may forego se�ng such terms. The court shall ar�culate its findings on the 
record with respect to each of the factors set forth in subparagraphs (A) to (D), inclusive, of this 
subsec�on. Res�tu�on ordered by the court pursuant to this subsec�on shall be based on easily 
ascertainable damages for injury or loss of property, actual expenses incurred for treatment for injury 
to persons and lost wages resul�ng from injury. Res�tu�on shall not include reimbursement for 
damages for mental anguish, pain and suffering or other intangible losses, but may include the costs of 
counseling reasonably related to the offense. Res�tu�on ordered by the court pursuant to this 
subsec�on shall be imposed or directed by a writen order of the court on a form prescribed by the 
Chief Court Administrator containing the amount of damages for injury or loss of property, actual 
expenses incurred for treatment for injury to persons and lost wages resul�ng from injury as 
ascertained by the court. The order of the court shall direct that a cer�fied copy of the completed form 
containing the writen order be delivered by cer�fied mail to each vic�m and contain an advisement to 
the vic�m that the order is enforceable as a judgment in a civil ac�on as provided in sec�on 53a–28a. 
The court shall retain the original of each form containing a writen order of res�tu�on as part of such 
offender's court record. 

(d) A sentence to a period of proba�on or condi�onal discharge in accordance with sec�ons 53a–29 to 
53a–34, inclusive, shall be deemed a revocable disposi�on, in that such sentence shall be tenta�ve to 
the extent that it may be altered or revoked in accordance with said sec�ons but for all other purposes 
it shall be deemed to be a final judgment of convic�on. 

(e) When sentencing a person to a period of proba�on who has been convicted of (1) a misdemeanor that 
did not involve the use, atempted use or threatened use of physical force against another person or (2) 
a motor vehicle viola�on for which a sentence to a term of imprisonment may be imposed, the court 
shall consider, as a condi�on of such sentence of proba�on, ordering the person to perform community 
service in the community in which the offense or viola�on occurred. If the court determines that 
community service is appropriate, such community service may be implemented by a community court 
established in accordance with sec�on 51–181c if the offense or viola�on occurred within the 
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jurisdic�on of a community court established by said sec�on. 
(f) When sentencing a person to a period of proba�on who is or has been subject to a protec�ve order, 

the court may issue a protec�ve order that is effec�ve during such period of proba�on. 
(g) In addition to any sentence imposed pursuant to section 53–247, as amended by this act, or section 2 of 

this act, at the time of a person's sentencing for any conviction under said sections, the court shall order 
that, for the five-year period commencing from the date of such conviction or the date of such person's 
release from imprisonment for such conviction, whichever is later, such person (1) shall not harbor, own, 
possess, reside with, adopt or serve as a foster placement for any animal, and (2) shall not be employed 
by, or volunteer for, any entity in any position that involves care for, or regular contact with, any animal. 

 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 
 

(a) A person is guilty of sexual assault of an animal when such person knowingly and for the purpose of 
sexual gra�fica�on of the actor or of another person: (1) Engages in sexual contact with an animal; (2) 
forces another person to engage in sexual contact with an animal; or (3) creates or distributes 
pornographic images of prohibited sexual contact with an animal. 

(b) Sexual assault of an animal is a class A misdemeanor. 
(c) In addition to any sentence imposed pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, at the time of a person's 

sentencing for a conviction under this section, the court shall order that, for the five-year period 
commencing from the date of such conviction or the date of such person's release from imprisonment 
for such conviction, whichever is later, such person (1) shall not harbor, own, possess, reside with, adopt 
or serve as a foster placement for any animal, and (2) shall not be employed by, or volunteer for, any 
entity in any position that involves care for, or regular contact with, any animal. 
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20.   REHABILITATIVE SENTENCING  
 

[None] 
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