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Background

Male Chick Cullin g AKA the “Brother Layer” Problem
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Background

Concerns Regarding Male Chick Culling

Animal Welfare

e Number of chicks killed
e Methods used

Waste

* Resources
* Lost profits

Photo Credit: Andrew Skowron/ We Animals Media
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Proposed Solutions

In Ovo sexing technology

Dual purpose breeds

Prohibit male chic
cullinc




Germany’s Ban on Male Chick

Culling

2013

Owner of hatchery is
charged with
violating animal
welfare act

Germany’s Animal Welfare Act

§1
“The purpose of this law 1s to protect the life and well-being
of humans based on their responsibility for animals as fellow

creatures. No one may cause pain, suffering or harm to an
animal without reasonable cause.”

Timeline

2016

High Administrative Jan 1st, 2022
Court of North
Rhine-Westphalia
rules male chick

Male chick culling
ban went into effect

culling is reasonable
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Germany’s Ban on Male Chick
Culling

When is an economic interest reasonable?

: Male chicks from
SGl@CthG layers do not grow as Economic burden to

breeding fast as broilers + raise male chicks
males do not lay eggs
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Germany’s Ban on Male Chick

Culling
Germany’s Egg Production Industry Post Ban
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\
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) Hatcheries that raised all the males
- Hatcheries that stayed open

Hatcheries that closed Hatcheries that implemented

technology
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Ending male chick culling in the United States

Current status of Male Chick Culling in the
United States

Animal Welfare

L.aws
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Ending male chick culling in the United States

Does in ovo sexing solve the “brother layer” problem?

In Ovo Sexing
Technology

Male Chick Culling

Waste Animal Welfare Removing the male Embtyos feel
- Billions of chicks killed cggs trees up space + less/no pain
Wasted resources + lost cach year _resources during compared to chicks
profits : incubation process
- Violent methods used ) D
J J
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Ending male chick culling in the United States

Does in ovo sexing improve animal welfare?

Selective Breeding

In ovo Technology

Efficientlayers Male chick culling

Short lifespan:

killed when egg

production
decreases

Embryos feel less/no
pain compared to
chicks

Increased egg
production takes
a toll on the
birds’ bodies
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Ending male chick culling in the United States

Recommending a different approach

mmm Reframe the problem

Aim for solutions that reduce production

Promote alternatives to egg products
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Thank you!

Kaiti Bestor
Lewis & Clark School
Kbestor@]clark.edu
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