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Property status & the evolution of cruelty law



Oregon v. Nix
State v. Nix, 334 P.3d 437 (Or. 2014), vacated on procedural grounds, 345 P.3d 416 
(Or. 2015), reasoning adopted by State v. Hess, 359 P.3d 288, 290 (Or. Ct. App. 
2015), review denied, 367 P.3d 529 (Or. 2016).

Colorado v. Harris
People v. Harris, 405 P.3d 361 (Col. Ct. App, 2016), review denied, 2017 WL 
4391817

Victim status



Mona



Who is the victim?



Fist degree animal cruelty conviction

Domestic violence designation

• Protection  order

Sentence enhancements

• Destructive and foreseeable impact to someone other than 

the victim

• Manifested deliberate cruelty or intimidation of the victim

Trial Court decision



Appellate Court: Victimless Crime?

Mona – Object of crime

Julie – Target of crime



Appellate Court cont.



Amicus brief



Washington Supreme Court decision



Washington Supreme Court decision



Washington Supreme Court 

Concurrence 



Subsequent legislation
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