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Appearing 

for the Animals:

 
The Experience of the 

Nation’s First Courtroom 

Animal Advocate Program



o Desmond’s Law

o Implementation and other models

o The Advocate’s role 

o Preliminary data 

Connecticut’s CAAP



o The research study 

o Qualitative

o Quantitative

An Empirical Study of the Nation’s 

First Court Animal Advocate Law



o Judicial case files

o 693 cases

o 246 cases pending after §54-86n and 

involving a dog or cat

o 189 non-advocate cases; 58 advocate cases 

o UConn case files

o 88 cases

Quantitative Data Sets



Advocate Appointments
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Incarceration Rates
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Granted Diversionary Programs
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Probation
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Contact Restrictions – UConn
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Contact Restrictions – Judicial
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Animal Surrender
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Observations and challenges

oSuccess and impact

oTiming of study

oRecordkeeping problems

oCourt delays and case duration



Discussion Points and Questions

oCase outcomes

oProgram growth 

oEnforcement challenges

oExpansion 



jessica.rubin@uconn.edu

tara.cooley@uconn.edu

law.uconn.edu

Thank you!
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