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Big Ag: CAFOs and Their Harmful
Practices

Defining CAFOs
The Horror and Harm of CAFO Practices
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Defining CAFOs

e “A farm on which a large number of
livestock are raised indoors in
conditions intended to maximize
production at minimal cost” —
Factory Farms

e “Get Big or Get Out” — Earl Butz

e “Customary” Practices allow for
many actions that would be
considered animal cruelty if done to
companion animals
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Horrors and Harm of
CAFQO’s Practices

* Thumping

* Force-feeding
* Tail docking

* Teeth Clipping
* Dehorning

Castration

Debeaking
Maceration

Extreme Confinement
Breaking up Families

Cannibalism
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Big Storms: How Extreme
Weather Makes CAFO Practices

Even More Deadly

When Hurricanes Hit CAFOs
The Case of North Carolina
Climate Change Will Make This Worse
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When Hurricanes
Hit CAFOs

* Many CAFOs are located within flood
zones

* Overcrowding impedes evacuation

* Policy of “Closing the Barn Door”
* “Manyanimalsdie by drowningin their
cages” — NC Dept of Ag

* Animal deaths during storms are often
underreported

* Location on private property impedes
post-storm investigation
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The Case of North
Carolina
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* North Carolinais the 4 most hurricane prone state
* Hurricanes Dennis, Floyd, Matthew, and Florence

e Large number of impacted CAFOs

* Dennisand Floyd (1999) alone caused the deaths of
and estimated 2.4 million chickens, 0.5 million turkeys,
0.1 million hogs.
* “Flood of the Century”
* Resulted in a “Witch’s Brew” causing environmental
damage

* Incineratorsburned 3-4 thousand pounds of animal
remains per hour
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Climate Change Will
Make Things Worse

Trend of storm intensification
* More intense flooding

e 2018 was wettest year on record for NC, 104
inches — NOAA

e Partly due to Hurricane Florence

 Warmer and wetting climate poses increased
risk to CAFOs and livestock

* Longer hurricane seasons will lead to
increased flooding

* Agricultural activity is a major contributor to
climate change

12



Big Fixes? Current Laws Are Not
Enough

Federal Laws

State Laws



Federal Laws

28 Hour Law

» Specifically related to transportation

* Humane Methods of Slaughter Act

Animal Welfare Act
e Overarching Federal animal law

Pet Evacuation and Transportation Standards
Act

 Enacted after Hurricane Katrina

Prevent Animal Cruelty and Torture Act

Poultry Products Inspection Act
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State Laws

* Animal Cruelty is a crime in all 50 states
 Prosecution varies between states

* Most states' animal cruelty laws omit farm
animals
* Example: Utah

e “Customary” Practices are not covered by
state anti-cruelty statues

* 14 states have strengthenedregulations
regarding the abuse of farm animals
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Small Changes with Big Impact:
The Power of Local Efforts to
Protect Animals



ALL ANIMALS
Future Changes pRalTEEEgnoN

e Ballot Initiatives
* Farm Bill
* Changes in Diet

* Planning for Animal Wellness
(PAW) Act*

- UNDER THE
= LAW

Passed on October 17, 2022. Yet to be fully
implemented
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Summary

e CAFOs are unstainable, horrific institutions

e Standard practices of CAFOs lead to a large
loss of life in natural disasters

e Current Federal and State laws are not
enough

e Future legislation and law implementation is
required to ensure farm animals are protected
in natural disasters

e Animal advocates and local communities
need to take action to introduce more
stringent regulation
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