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• Animal Fighting in the USA—Part I Covered

• What is animal fighting?

• A brief history of animal fighting in the USA

• Criminalization of animal fighting

• Facts on the ground

• Animal fighting signs & screens

• Direct intervention: raids, search, & seizure

• Today

• A key turning point in animal fighting law

• Shifting position of fought animals

• Current legislative trends

• New law; old challenges

• Content Warning

CATCHING UP & GOING FORWARD



• Underlying Facts: April 2007

• LEO search of 15 acre property in Surry County, VA

• Pursuant to investigation of dog fighting operation

• Dogs; paraphernalia; forensic evidence; etc.

• Resulting Litigation

THE BAD NEWZ KENNELS CASES

United States
v.

Michael Vick

United States
v.

Approximately
53 Pit Bull Dogs



• Criminal Charges

• State

• Federal

• State Again

• Significance

• Legal Issues

• Social Response

BAD NEWZ CRIMINAL CASE



• August 2007: Now The Gov Owns The Dogs

• What to do with 53 ex-fighting dogs?

• Status quo default → euthanasia

• But! With fewer resource constraints… …another way?

• Thus, US v. Approximately 53 Pit Bull Dogs

• October 2007: Rebecca Huss Appointed Guardian/Special Master

• Identify canine behavior experts

• Evaluate each dog as an individual

• Set interim care per dog

• Recommend final disposition to Court

• Impact

• Sea change for fighting animals

• Or at least fighting dogs

BAD NEWZ CIVIL CASE



July 1987 December 2008 



• In re Ortega-Lopez

• Are fought animals legal victims?

• If so, are they particularly vulnerable victims?

• US v. Gaines

• Are fought animals victims for

purposes of federal sentencing maths?

FOUGHT ANIMALS: STATUS SHIFT?



• Expansion of Fighting Animal Rehab

• Via sentencing / restitution?

• For fought roosters

• Attorney Representation for Fought Animals

• CAAPs

• Desmond’s Law & Franky’s Law

• …more to come

WHAT COMES NEXT?



NEW LEGISLATIVE 
TREND: 

ANIMAL FIGHTING 
PARAPHERNALIA



What is animal fighting paraphernalia?





New laws in 
2019:

New Hampshire
New Jersey
Tennessee
Washington



HOG-DOG TRIALS

A.K.A. Hog Dog Rodeos, 
Baying Trials, Catch Trials, 
or Hog Baiting



• 75-250 pounds
• 3-5 feet long
• Run 30 mph
• Over 6 million in US
• 2.6 million in Texas

Hogs



Catching vs. Baying

Catching: goal is for the dog to “catch” the hog by 
locking their jaws on the hog’s neck

Baying: goal is for the dog to “bay” the hog by 
barking at them, keeping them confined or boxed 
in to one location



Even “baying” has foreseeable violent 
contact 

Kevlar vests, neck cuffs
Breaking sticks
Dubbing tusks

Penalties for contact 
written into the rules









COCKFIGHTING 
IN THE 
TERRITORIES 



Pre-2019



2018 PACE Act



2019



Timeline of case:

• May 2019: Plaintiffs sue alleging PACE Act violates various constitutional 
provisions (Commerce Clause, Territories Clause, Amendments 1, 5, 10, 
14)

• October 2019: US District Court granted defendants’ counter motion to 
dismiss 

• June 2020: Plaintiffs appeal to First Circuit Court of Appeals, narrow 
arguments to Commerce Clause and 1st Amendment 

• January 2021: First Circuit affirms

• June 2021: Plaintiffs appeal to US Supreme Court, citing Commerce Clause 

Angel Manuel Ortiz-Diaz v. United States 



Commerce Clause

1. Economic or commercial activity

2. Statute includes language limiting it to activities affecting 
interstate commerce

3. Congress makes findings about the activity affecting interstate 
commerce

4. Link between activity and interstate commerce isn’t too 
attenuated 

Angel Manuel Ortiz-Diaz v. United States 



Questions?


