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Overview

1. Brief background on Animal Legal Defense Fund and the 
Litigation Team

2. Five Ongoing Animal Legal Defense Fund Lawsuits against 
the Federal Government

3. Reflection: Is the New Administration Moving towards 
Protecting Animals, and at What Pace?

4. Q&A



Standard Disclaimer:

Opinions are personal 

and not necessarily 

representative of those of the 

Animal Legal Defense Fund 

or any clients.

Personal Views
and Opinions



Animal Legal Defense Fund at-a-glance

• Litigation Program
• Fellowships and clerkships.

• Pro bono.



Animal Legal Defense Fund at-a-glance

Mission:

To protect the lives and advance the interests of 
animals through the legal system.



Animal Legal Defense Fund at-a-glance

• Justice v. Vercher, Oregon Court of Appeals



Endangered Species Act

• Tennessee Valley Authority (“TVA”) v. Hill, 437 U.S. 153 (1978)



Endangered Species Act:
Previous Administration Rollback

Among other changes to 
implementation of the ESA, the 
previous administration’s rules:

- Redefined to narrow the scope 
of protected “critical habitat”

- Consider the economic costs of 
protecting species

- Reduce consideration of 
climate change in determining 
whether to protect species



Endangered Species Act: 
Lawsuit and New Administration Moves



• Anderson v. Evans, 314 F.3d 
1006 (9th Cir. 2002)

National Environmental Policy Act



National Environmental Policy Act: 
Previous Administration Rollback



National Environmental Policy Act: 
Lawsuit and New Administration Moves



Environmental Planning and Community Right-to-know Act 
(“EPCRA”)

• Shellbank Facility, Battleboro, 
NC

• At over 8550 pigs, emits over 
100 lbs ammonia per day

Sierra Club v. Tyson Foods, 299 F. Supp. 2d 693, 714 (W.D. Ky. 2003)
“Plaintiffs allege that venting gaseous ammonia into the atmosphere from the chicken houses 
is subject to the reporting requirements of CERCLA and EPCRA”



EPCRA:
Previous Litigation, Legislation and Rollback

• FARM Act incorporated into Omnibus



EPCRA:
Lawsuit and New Administration Moves



Organic Foods Production Act 
(“Organic Welfare Rule”)



Organic Welfare Rule:
Previous Administration Rollback



Organic Welfare Rule:
Lawsuit and New Administration Moves



High Speed Pig Slaughter



High Speed Pig Slaughter:
Previous Administration Giveaway to Industry



High Speed Pig Slaughter:
Lawsuits and New Administration Moves



Questions or Reactions?

• My email:

• dwaltz@aldf.org


