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Animal-based products are “too cheap”



Explicit subsidies (EWG): government 
payments as a share of farm income



Explicit subsidies types (EWG)



Additional explicit subsidy types 

Examples

• Loans and capital

• Research grants for efficiency improvement

• Environmental mitigation

• Disaster relief

• Profit protection

• Price floors (e.g. milk)

• Advertising

• Purchasing

(Greenfield Project)



Examples

• Inputs (land, water, energy) are not fairly priced

• Environmental (air pollution, water pollution, climate change via GHGs)

• Direct

• Indirect (feed production)

• Human suffering

• Working conditions and resulting social costs 

• Emotional costs

• Pathogen (disease) transmission

• Animal suffering 

• Is worse the more “efficient” production is

Implicit subsidies 
Arise as a result of externalities.
Overall, for every $1 of animal products sold, the animal food system imposes 
almost $2 in hidden costs on taxpayers

(David Robinson, Meatonomics)

https://meatonomics.com/


• Fight against explicit subsidies of all types

• Direct lobbying

• Supporting politicians starting at low level

• Internalize externalities via lawsuits and policies 

• Labor practices

• Pathogen transmission

• Environmental costs (including GHGs)

• Etc. 

• Advocate for fair treatment of all crops and commodities by 
government and the NGOs (e.g. in USDA grant distribution)

Actions needed
Things we can do to level the playing field



Econ 1 version of what it will achieve

Market equilibrium for a specific animal-based food product
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Econ 1 version of what it will achieve

Market equilibrium for a specific animal-based food product
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Econ 1 version of what it will achieve
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Combine with consumer advocacy


