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Civets & SARS

 2001-2002: 98 civets 
imported to US for private 
ownership

 2002-2003: SARS-COV 
sickens >8,000

 ~10% fatality rate

 Thousands of civets killed

Image credit: Andrew Hardacre (license: 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/legalcode)



Civets & SARS

 2004: CDC order bans importation of civets

 Exceptions allowed for “Exhibition purpose” 

 “use as a part of a display in a facility comparable to a 
zoological park or in a trained animal act. The animal 
display must be open to the general public at 
routinely scheduled hours on 5 or more days of each 
week. The trained animal act must be routinely 
scheduled for multiple performances each week and 
open to the general public except for reasonable 
vacation and retraining periods.” 42 C.F.R. 71.1



Monkeypox

 2003: African rodents 
transmit monkeypox to 
prairie dogs at breeding 
facility

 Monkeypox spread to 47 
humans

 CDC & FDA ban 
importation and domestic 
capture, sale, shipment

 2008: Domestic regulation 
repealed



“They've been rapidly closing the barn door after the
horse has bolted. It would make more sense to have a
rational set of policies that requires adequate
surveillance of the wildlife trade, because there simply
are not enough safeguards to protect public health.”

Mary Pearl, President of Wildlife Trust, to Nature in 2004.



Wild Animal Importation

Required

 Health certificate

 CITES paperwork?

 ESA permit??

Optional

 Veterinary history

 Quarantine (except birds)

 Physical exam/testing



Captive Animal Interfaces

In the home Behind the scenes



Photo Ops

Photo from USDA. Photographer Dr. Cunningham.



Drive-Through Zoos



Petting Zoos

Image license: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/legalcode)



USDA 
Regulations

• Knowledgeable attendant 
present during public 
contact. 9 CFR 2.131

• COVID-19 advisory for 
non-domestic cats

• Public kept 6’ away

• Staff advised to don 
protective gear 

Photos from USDA
Middle: Amanda 
Owens
Bottom: Louisville Zoo



Public Health Regulations

 “Provide an accessible 
hand-washing station or 
alternative hand 
sanitizing method 
approved by the local 
health officer”

 Post these signs

 Watch for and prevent 
public contact with sick 
animals

 Comply with rabies and 
parrot fever regulations

Wash. Admin. Code 246-100-192



Monitoring & Reporting

 Zoonotic testing not 
required

 May require special 
authorization

 Necropsies not required

Photo by Jason Morgan, Stoel Rives LLP
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