
How to Advocate for Animals With or 
Without a Law Degree: 

Lobbying for Animals



Agenda

Bill Introduction

Legislative Strategy

Message Development And Communication

Strategic Targeting

Call To Action



Your Role As An 
Advocate:

To participate in the 
legislative process.



A “puppy mill” generally refers to a large-scale commercial dog-
breeding facility where the emphasis is on profits over the welfare of 
the dogs. The goal of puppy mills is to produce the largest number of 
puppies as quickly as possible, without consideration of genetic 
quality or the care of the animals.

Know The Issue



Have a Solution

Retail Sales Bans:

Laws that make it illegal for pet stores to 

sell dogs and cats (and sometimes 

additional animals like rabbits) sourced 

from large-scale commercial breeders, and 

instead require them to offer animals 

available for adoption from animal shelters 

and rescue groups.



Bill introduction is as easy as…

1. Identify ideal sponsor(s).
2. Draft state specific bill.
3. Introduce bill.

Visit the Animal Legal Defense Fund website to find your State elected officials.

Don’t forget to sign-up for their newsletter, join their Facebook page, and follow them on Twitter

https://aldf.org/article/find-your-elected-officials/
https://openstates.org/find_your_legislator/?q=


Legislative Strategy

Whatever the policy goal, whether 

advocating for laws that protect 

the lives and interests of animals, 

or opposing legislation that would 

be detrimental to animals’ well-

being, we need a strong 

Legislative Strategy.



Strategic Targeting
Identify who of our allies, both organizations and individuals, are constituents for key elected 
officials in the targeted district(s).

Sample tools and tactics:
• Hand out fliers/factsheets 
• Mail brochures
• Mail postcards or cards 
• Phone bank
• Gather petition signatures
• Action alerts
• Billboards
• Online, radio, print Ads
• Letters to the Editor
• Op Eds
• Events
• Social media targeting 



Messaging 
Development 
and 
Communication



Your Sphere Of Influence

You 

Do you have 
connections 

with the 
Governor, state 

or local 
legislators, or 

their staff?

Do you know 
any celebrities? 

Do you know 
any influential 

community 
members?

Do you have 
friends or family 
in key legislative 

districts? 

Do you know of 
anyone with 

connections to a  
corporation 

within the state?

Do you know of 
other 

organizations 
that may 

support this 
issue? 



Opposition

Interaction with opposition can distract from our objective - utilizing energy and resources-
that could be better served convincing legislators that the issues they champion are publicly 
supported and in the best interest of their constituency and public at large.

We may engage opposition as part of a designed campaign strategy to:

• Learn from any relevant points that are brought up by the opposition. In doing so, we can 
strengthen our messaging, and make it harder for our opponents to succeed.

• Respond in an intelligent, rational manner to increase the general public’s recognition that 
we are professionals.



Take action on local/state/federal 

legislation and regulation. 

aldf.org/legislation/

Visit our website –aldf.org to sign up for 

action alerts, read the latest news, and 

join us on Facebook and Twitter! 

Sign the ‘No More Puppy Mills’ Pledge

aldf.org/puppymills

Animal Legal Defense Fund’s annual State 

Rankings Report.

aldf.org/stateranking

https://aldf.org/how_we_work/legislation/
https://aldf.org/
https://act.aldf.org/page/6160/petition/1
https://aldf.org/project/us-state-rankings/


Recap

Research 

Review the issue.
Know who represents you and the committees they are on.
Understand your state’s legislative process and voting session.

Review your state laws.

Lobbying 

Contact your elected officials. Share clear and concise messaging on a topic. 
Ask for a specific action. Follow up with a thank you. Remain in communication with their office.
Attend Hearings and submit testimony.

Campaign Actions
Use your connections.
Help create and sustain buzz for the bill.
Plan events and outreach.
Assist with strategic targeting.



Legislative Affairs Program 

➢ Kim Kelly, Director Legislative Affairs 

kkelly@aldf.org

➢ Stephanie Harris, Senior Legislative Affairs Manager

sharris@aldf.org 

➢ Alicia Prygoski, Legislative Affairs Manager 

aprygoski@aldf.org

➢ Kathleen Schatzmann, Senior Legislative Affairs Manager

kschatzmann@aldf.org

➢ Jennifer Hauge, Legislative Affairs Manager

jhauge@aldf.org



“The broadest, and maybe the most meaningful 
definition of volunteering: Doing more than you have 
to because you want to, in a cause you consider 
good.” 

IVAN SCHEIER 



For more information visit us at:

aldf.org

facebook.com/AnimalLegalDefenseFund 

twitter @ALDF

info@aldf.org

Thank you

mailto:info@aldf.org

