Animal Legal
Defense Fund

Lobby 101
Advocacy In A New Era
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Animals can’t vote, but that
doesn’t mean they shouldn’t have
a voice in the political process.

You can give animals that voice!

~ ] ANIMAL LEGAL
\¢/ / DEFENSE FUND
£



COVID-19

Why Pandemics Happen: Covid- 19

The Next Global Pandemic Can Already Be Here

As Covid Pummels Slaughterhouse Workers Meat Companies Won’t Slow Down

Stimulus Package Require Forward Thinking To Safeguard America’s Future Health

The Hidden Dangers Of Lockdown Orders For Domestic Violence Victims And Companion
Animals

Plan Ahead Prepare An Emergency Plan For Pet Care
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https://aldf.org/article/webinars/why-pandemics-happen-covid-19/
https://aldf.org/article/the-next-global-pandemic-could-already-be-here/
https://aldf.org/article/as-covid-pummels-slaughterhouse-workers-meat-companies-wont-slow-down/
https://aldf.org/article/stimulus-packages-require-forward-thinking-to-safeguard-americas-future-health/
https://aldf.org/article/the-hidden-dangers-of-lockdown-orders-for-domestic-violence-victims-and-companion-animals/
https://aldf.org/article/plan-ahead-prepare-an-emergency-plan-for-pet-care/

WHY WORK ON
LEGISLATION?

To protect the lives and advance
the interests of animals through
the legal system.
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LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT

Local

Municipal Level Town, City, or Borough Councils

County Level County or Parish Commissioners/Executives or Freeholder
State

Senate Upper Chamber Senator

House Lower Chamber Representative or Assembly Member
Federal

Senate All states have two US Senators

House of Representatives All states have at least one House Representative
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How A Bill Becomes A Law — Part 2 (the details)

1. Bill Drafting and Introduction
Sponsors, Cosponsors, Stakeholders
Companion Bills

2. Committee Assignments

3. Committee Meetings

Subcommittees

Public Testimony

Committee Votes

Fiscal Notes/Fiscal Impact Statements

Floor Vote(s)

Second Chamber or Concurrent Bills

Amendments => Original Chamber

Bill Signing or Vetoes

Veto Overrides

Enactment
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What Is Lobbying?

Lobbying is any attempt by individuals or private interest
groups to influence the decisions of government.
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Who Lobbies?

Stakeholders/Coalitions

Lobbyists/Contract Lobbyists

Advocates/Constituents
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Your Role As An Advocate

As a constituent who cares about animal protection issues, it's important to
participate in the legislative process.

One of the most important first steps is to

Register to vote!

https://www.eac.gov/voters/register-and-vote-in-your-state
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https://www.eac.gov/voters/register-and-vote-in-your-state

Know Your Legislators

Find out who represents you at the federal, state and local levels?
Visit the Animal Legal Defense Fund website

Municipal (city or town) elected officials
County elected officials
State elected officials
Federal elected officials

Sign-up for their newsletter
Join their Facebook page
Follow them on Twitter
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https://aldf.org/article/find-your-elected-officials/
https://www.usa.gov/local-governments
https://ce.naco.org/
https://openstates.org/find_your_legislator/?q=
https://www.congress.gov/members

Know Your Legislature

Session Dates
Legislative Makeup

Number of Bills
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To see how well your state is
protecting animals, and where it
needs improvement, view the
Animal Legal Defense Fund’s
annual State Rankings Report,
ranking the animal protection laws

of all 50 states.

https://aldf.org/project/us-state-
rankings/
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https://aldf.org/project/us-state-rankings/

A quick word regarding opposition

There will always be opposition.
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Schedule Meeting

oogle

Call the district office and tell them you are a ANgouts
constituent and would like to request a meeting
with your representative.

8 Skype

If you have a specific issue or bill that you would
like to discuss, provide the bill number, a
summary, and sponsors.

In Person, Phone Call or Video Conference.

Ask for their name, email, and title for follow up.

oloMeet|
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Prep For The Meeting

Review the issue
State a clear and concise objective
Practice making the ask

Stay focused on the purpose of your meeting

ANIMAL LEGAL
/ / DEFENSE FUND

R



The Meeting

Be Prepared
Be Honest and Genuine

Be Professional and Respectful

Make the ASK

Listen to the answer
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Follow Up and Continued Outreach

Send Thank You
Stay In Touch

New Issues
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Use Social Media...
and Your Connections!

If you are part of an online community
such as Facebook or Twitter — be sure to
connect with your elected officials —and

with us!

Share action alerts with friends and family.
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Our Focused Areas

Animals Used in Research
Captive Animals
Companion Animals
Farmed Animals
Wildlife

https://aldf.orge/how we work/legislation/
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https://aldf.org/how_we_work/legislation/

Federal

Big Cat Public Safety Act

THE ASK: Please ask your
U.S. Representative and two U.S. Senators
to cosponsor H.R. 1380 /S. 2561

https://aldf.org/project/big-cat-public-safety-act-federal/
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https://aldf.org/project/big-cat-public-safety-act-federal/

Recap

Register to Vote!

Research

Understand the process.

Know who represents you and their general philosophy.
Review your state’s animal protection laws.

Research the Issues.

Lobbying

Contact your elected officials. - ‘
Share clear and concise messaging on a topic. )
Be polite and professional even if you are not in agreement. : \
Ask for a specific action. ) vff

Follow up with a thank you.
Remain in communication with their office.

Take action on local/state/federal legislation and regulation. Visit our website — https://aldf.org to sign up

for action alerts, read the latest news, and join us on Facebook and Twitter!
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https://aldf.org/

Legislative Affairs Program

»  Kim Kelly, Director Legislative Affairs

kkelly@aldf.org

» Stephanie Harris, Senior Legislative Affairs Manager
sharris@aldf.org

»  Alicia Prygoski, Legislative Affairs Manager
aprygoski@aldf.org

» Kathleen Schatzmann, Senior Legislative Affairs Manager
kschatzmann@aldf.org

» Jennifer Hauge, Legislative Affairs Manager
jhauge@aldf.org




LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS PROGRAM (LAP) @ANIMALLEGAL
MAP OF STAFF COVERAGE BY STATE
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“You gotta be in it to win it.”

The Lottery
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Thank you

For more information visit us at:
aldf.org
facebook.com/AnimalLegalDefenseFund
twitter @ALDF

ALDF@ALDEF.org
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