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Animal Advocates Sue Pet Store
and Phony Rescue Operation for
lllegal Puppy Laundering Scheme

Lawsuit claims Animal Kingdom and Bark Adoptions violate California law by selling
commercially-bred designer puppies

March 5, 2019

Contact: media@aldf.org

Cotati, CA — Today the Animal Legal Defense Fund, the nation’s preeminent legal advocacy
organization for animals, filed a lawsuit against the Animal Kingdom pet store and purported rescue
groups Bark Adoptions and Rescue Pets Iowa, for engaging in a puppy laundering scheme to unlawfully
circumvent the California law that bans the sale of dogs from commercial breeders, commonly called

puppy mills.
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The law, which went into effect on January 1, 2019, requires pet stores to obtain animals only from
public animal control agencies, animal shelters, or federally registered 501(c)(3) rescue groups that do
not obtain animals from breeders or brokers for compensation.

Despite the ban, Animal Kingdom has continued to sell 8-week-old purebred and designer puppies for
over $2,000 into 2019. The store identifies the source of these puppies as Bark Adoptions, a newly
formed group — that incorporated in November 2018 and filed its registration for state nonprofit status
on January 18, 2019. According to the IRS website, Bark Adoptions is not a federally registered
501(c)(3) nonprofit.

The Animal Legal Defense Fund’s lawsuit, filed on behalf of nonprofit organizations Bailing Out Benji
and a corporation for the prevention of cruelty to animals, alleges Animal Kingdom is circumventing the
law and misleading consumers by using Bark Adoptions as a middleman to launder puppies
commercially bred for profit and labeling them “rescue” animals. The lawsuit alleges that Bark
Adoptions obtains puppies from Rescue Pets Iowa based in Ottumwa, Iowa.

“Puppy mills are cruel and see animals as cash crops — breeding mother dogs constantly, regardless of
their health or veterinary needs,” says Animal Legal Defense Fund Executive Director Stephen Wells.
“Retail pet sales bans, like California’s, are intended to combat puppy mills and their deplorable
practices. Attempts to circumvent these laws will not go unchallenged.”

California was the first state to pass a pet retail sale ban in 2017, with Maryland following in 2018. Many
major cities have instituted similar laws, including Chicago, Los Angeles and Philadelphia.
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Winter Weather Advisory: Keep Animals Safe
and Warm This Winter >

Tips from the Animal Legal Defense Fund.
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Lawsuit Filed Against Fraudulent Puppy N “
Traffickers Who Sold Sick Dogs via 3 i
Craigslist -

Animal Legal Defense Fund and CPM seek to hold Kenney family
accountable for defrauding customers and harming dogs in violation of
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California law

December 18, 2019 | Press Release
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Lawsuit Challenges California’s Use of GPS
Tracking Devices on Hunting Dogs -

Animal protection coalition asks court to invalidate California Fish and
Game Commission regulation for violating the California Environmental
Quality Act.

September 10, 2019 | Press Release

Donate to Protect Animals

Help animals win the legal protections they so desperately
need and deserve, and ensure they have an advocate in
courtrooms and legislatures across the country.

TAKE ACTION NOW —>
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The Animal Legal Defense Fund is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Our EIN number is
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94-2681680. The Animal Legal Defense Fund is rated four-stars by Charity Navigator, is a
Platinum Level GuideStar Exchange participant, a Better Business Bureau Accredited Charity, and
an Independent Charity Seal of Excellence awardee, ensuring that we meet the highest
standards of accountability, efficiency, and impact. For intellectual property information and
terms of use, visit our Intellectual Property Terms of Use page. For privacy policy and ad &

cookie policy information, visit our Privacy Policy pages.
Animal Legal Defense Fund, National Headquarters

525 East Cotati Avenue, Cotati, CA 94931

(707) 795-2533 | info@aldf.org

To update your payment information, visit our Member Center.
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