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VIRGINIA

1. GENERAL PROHIBITIONS *

(1)
Companion animal neglect
VA. CODE. ANN. 8§ 3.2-6503

(2)
Livestock animal neglect
VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6503.1

(3)
Abandonment of animal
VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6504

(4)
Cruelty to animals
VA. CoDE ANN. 88 3.2-6570(A),(B)

(5)

Cruelty, resulting in death, to companion
animal dog or cat

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6570(F)

(6)

Malicious injury, killing, or poisoning
animals owned by another

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-144

Animals Covered in Definition

“[Alny nonhuman vertebrate species except
fish”
VA. CODE ANN. 8 3.2-6500

Classification of Crimes

1)

[1%t offense]:

Class 4 misdemeanor

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-403.3(12)

[2" and subsequent offense]:
Class 2 or Class 3 misdemeanor
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VIRGINIA continued

Classification of Crimes
Continued

)

Class 4 misdemeanor

3)
Class 3 misdemeanor
VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-403.2(3)

4)

[1%t offense]:

Class 1 misdemeanor

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-403.1(1)

[Certain 2" offenses within 5 years and
animal dies]:
Class 6 felony

(5)
Class 6 felony

(6)
[Livestock]:
Class 5 felony

[Fowl or companion animal, 1% offense]:
Class 1 misdemeanor

[Fowl or companion animal, subsequent
offenses when animal dies or died from the
previous offense]:

Class 6 felony
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VIRGINIA continued

2. MAXIMUM PENALTIES ™

1)

[1%t offense]:

$250 fine

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-11(d)

[2" and subsequent offense]:
Class 3:

$500 fine

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-11(c)

Class 2:

6 months jail

and/or

$1,000 fine

VA. COoDE ANN. § 18.2-11(b)

)
$250 fine
VA. CoDE ANN. § 18.2-11(d)

©)
$500 fine
VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-11(c)

(4)

[1%t offense]:

1 year jail

and/or

$2,500 fine

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-11(a)

[2" offense within 5 years and animal dies]:
5 years imprisonment

and/or

1 year imprisonment and $2,500 fine

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-10(f)
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VIRGINIA continued

2. MAXIMUM PENALTIES ™ continued

(5)

5 years imprisonment

and/or

1 year imprisonment and $2,500 fine
VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-10(f)

(6)

[Livestock]:

10 years imprisonment

and/or

1 year imprisonment and $2,500 fine
VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-10(e)

[Fowl or companion animal, 1t offense]:
1 year jail

and/or

$2,500 fine

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-11(a)

[Fowl or companion animal, subsequent
offenses when animal dies or died in the
previous offense]:

5 years imprisonment

and/or

$2,500 fine

VA. CODE ANN. 8 18.2-10(f)

3. EXEMPTIONS ™™

1,2,9
VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6503.1(B)-(D)

1
VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6506

1,2,3,4,9
VA. CoDE ANN. § 3.2-6570(A)-(D), (F)
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VIRGINIA continued

4. COUNSELING / EVALUATIONS H

Upon conviction, court may order counseling.
VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6570(A)

5. PROTECTIVE ORDERS H

VA. CODE ANN. § 16.1-253(A)(7)
VA. CODE ANN. § 16.1-253.1(A)(7)
VA. CODE ANN. § 16.1-253.4(B)(4)
VA. CODE ANN. § 16.1-279.1(A)(8)
VA. CODE ANN. § 19.2-152.8(B)(4)
VA. CODE ANN. § 19.2-152.9(A)(4)
VA. CODE ANN. 8 19.2-152.10(A)(4)

6. RESTITUTION / REIMBURSEMENT
OF COSTS / BONDING & LIENS H

Court may require owner to post bond for
costs of care of impounded animals.
VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6569(F)

The court shall order defendant to pay costs
of care of impounded animals.
VA. CODE ANN. 8 3.2-6569(H)

When a sale occurs, the proceeds shall first be
applied to the costs of the sale, then next to
the unreimbursed expenses for the care and
provision of the animal.

VA. CODE ANN. 8 3.2-6569(L)

7. SEIZURE / ON-SITE SUPERVISION

Upon receiving a complaint of a suspected
violation of any law for the protection of
domestic animals, any animal control officer,
law enforcement officer, or State
Veterinarian’s representative may enter
business premises for investigation purposes.
VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6564(A)

Upon obtaining a warrant, the law
enforcement officer, animal control officer,
State Veterinarian’s representative, or
humane investigator may enter upon any
other premises where the animal or animals
described in the complaint are housed or kept.
VA. CODE ANN. 8 3.2-6564(A)
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VIRGINIA continued

7. SE1ZURE / ON-SITE SUPERVISION cont d.

Animal control officer, humane investigator,
law enforcement officer or State
Veterinarian’s representative may seize
cruelly treated animals that are facing an
immediate and direct threat to life, safety, or
health.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6565

Search warrants shall be issued for probable
cause that animals are being cruelly treated.
VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6568

Any humane investigator, law enforcement
official, or animal warden may lawfully seize
animals abandoned or being cruelly treated,
special procedures for livestock seizures.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6569

8. FORFEITURE / POSSESSION H

If the court determines that the animal has
been abused, the owner shall forfeit rights to
the animal and may not adopt or purchase the
animal.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6569(F)(G)

The court may prohibit defendant from future
ownership of companion or farm animals.
VA. CoDE ANN. 88 3.2-6569(1),(J)

The court may prohibit a person convicted of
cruelty to animals from possessing or owning
companion animals.

VA. CoDE ANN. § 3.2-6570(G)

9. CROSS ENFORCEMENT / REPORTING

Animal control officers shall report suspected
child abuse or neglect and are immune from
civil or criminal liability or administrative
penalty or sanction for so reporting.

VA. CODE ANN. 8 63.2-1509(A)(8),(C)(D)
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VIRGINIA continued

10. VETERINARIAN REPORTING / IMMUNITY

A person regulated by the Board may report
suspected animal abuse and are immune from
liability for such reporting.

VA. CoDE ANN. 8§ 3.2-6507, 54.1-3812.1

A person regulated by the Board who in good
faith provide records or information related to
a report of suspected cruelty, or testify about
such information, shall be immune from
liability.

VA. CODE ANN. § 54.1-3812.1

11. LAwW ENFORCEMENT POLICIES

Animal control officer appointments and
enforcement powers
VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6555

Required training for animal control officers
VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6556

Humane investigators qualifications;
appointment; term
VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6558

Any humane investigator may investigate
violations of animal cruelty within locality of
appointment.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6559

Each animal control officer, humane
investigator or State Veterinarian’s
representative shall interfere to prevent the
perpetration of any act of cruelty upon any
animal in his presence.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6566

All law enforcement officers and State
Veterinarian’s representatives shall enforce
the provisions of this chapter to the same
extent other laws in the Commonwealth are
enforced.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6567
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VIRGINIA continued

11. LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICIES
Continued

The department of police may include an
Animal Protection Officer who shall have all
of the powers vested in animal control
officers and law-enforcement officers.

VA. CODE ANN. § 15.2-836.1

12. SEXUAL ASSAULT

The “crime against nature” with a “brute
animal” is a Class 6 felony.
VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-361

13. FIGHTING

Various animal fighting activities, including
spectatorship, are Class 1 misdemeanors;
other animal fighting activities are Class 6
felonies.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6571

Animal fighting is a qualifying offense under
state RICO laws.
VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-513

Other Felony Provisions Affecting Animals !

A dangerous dog owner whose willful act or
omission in the dog’s care, control or
containment causes serious bodily injury to
any person is guilty of a Class 6 felony.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6540(J)(3)

NOTES

No canine or canine crossbreed shall be found
to be a dangerous dog solely because it is a
particular breed, nor is the ownership of a
particular breed of canine or canine
crossbreed prohibited.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6540(C)

Any person who has been convicted of abuse,
neglect, or cruelty to animals that sells, offers
for sale, or trades any companion animal is
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6570.1

Intentional interference with or injuring of a
guide dog is a misdemeanor.
VA CODE ANN. § 3.2-6588
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VIRGINIA continued

NOTES It is unlawful to erect, maintain, or operate an
Continued enclosure for the purpose of pursuing,
hunting, or killing or attempting to pursue,
hunt, or kill any fox or coyote with a dog.
VA CODE ANN. § 29.1-525.2

Civil immunity for law enforcement officers
removing an animal from a vehicle.
VA CODE ANN. 8 3.2-6504.1

* States may have other more specific statutes in addition to the general animal protection statutes referenced in this table.

** Despite statutory maximums, states often employ sentencing guidelines that may significantly alter the allowable sentence.

*** Exemptions: 1-veterinary practice, 2-research animals, 3-wildlife, 4-traditional farm animal husbandry practices, 5-slaughter, 6-pest control,
7-rodeo, 8-zoos/circuses, 9-other.

H This table generally references only those provisions that are within each state’s animal protection statutes. States may employ similar
provisions within other non-animal-specific criminal and civil statutes, and may also have a variety of animal-related regulations in effect.

[ This list is not exhaustive; states may authorize felony penalties for other crimes involving animals not included in this table.
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1. GENERAL PROHIBITIONS

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6500 (2017). Definitions.
As used in this chapter unless the context requires a different meaning:

“Abandon ” means to desert, forsake, or absolutely give up an animal without having secured
another owner or custodian for the animal or by failing to provide the elements of basic care as
set forth in § 3.2-6503 for a period of five consecutive days.

“Adequate care” or “care” means the responsible practice of good animal husbandry, handling,
production, management, confinement, feeding, watering, protection, shelter, transportation,
treatment, and, when necessary, euthanasia, appropriate for the age, species, condition, size and
type of the animal and the provision of veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering or
impairment of health.

“Adequate exercise ” or “exercise ” means the opportunity for the animal to move sufficiently to
maintain normal muscle tone and mass for the age, species, size, and condition of the animal.

“Adequate feed” means access to and the provision of food that is of sufficient quantity and
nutritive value to maintain each animal in good health; is accessible to each animal; is prepared
S0 as to permit ease of consumption for the age, species, condition, size and type of each animal;
is provided in a clean and sanitary manner; is placed so as to minimize contamination by
excrement and pests; and is provided at suitable intervals for the species, age, and condition of
the animal, but at least once daily, except as prescribed by a veterinarian or as dictated by
naturally occurring states of hibernation or fasting normal for the species.

“Adequate shelter ” means provision of and access to shelter that is suitable for the species, age,
condition, size, and type of each animal; provides adequate space for each animal; is safe and
protects each animal from injury, rain, sleet, snow, hail, direct sunlight, the adverse effects of
heat or cold, physical suffering, and impairment of health; is properly lighted; is properly
cleaned; enables each animal to be clean and dry, except when detrimental to the species; and,
for dogs and cats, provides a solid surface, resting platform, pad, floormat, or similar device that
is large enough for the animal to lie on in a normal manner and can be maintained in a sanitary
manner. Under this chapter, shelters whose wire, grid, or slat floors: (i) permit the animals’ feet
to pass through the openings; (ii) sag under the animals’ weight; or (iii) otherwise do not protect
the animals’ feet or toes from injury are not adequate shelter.
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“Adequate space ” means sufficient space to allow each animal to: (i) easily stand, sit, lie, turn
about, and make all other normal body movements in a comfortable, normal position for the
animal; and (ii) interact safely with other animals in the enclosure. When an animal is tethered,
“adequate space ” means a tether that permits the above actions and is appropriate to the age
and size of the animal; is attached to the animal by a properly applied collar, halter, or harness
configured so as to protect the animal from injury and prevent the animal or tether from
becoming entangled with other objects or animals, or from extending over an object or edge that
could result in the strangulation or injury of the animal; and is at least three times the length of
the animal, as measured from the tip of its nose to the base of its tail, except when the animal is
being walked on a leash or is attached by a tether to a lead line. When freedom of movement
would endanger the animal, temporarily and appropriately restricting movement of the animal
according to professionally accepted standards for the species is considered provision of
adequate space.

“Adequate water ” means provision of and access to clean, fresh, potable water of a drinkable
temperature that is provided in a suitable manner, in sufficient volume, and at suitable intervals
appropriate for the weather and temperature, to maintain normal hydration for the age, species,
condition, size and type of each animal, except as prescribed by a veterinarian or as dictated by
naturally occurring states of hibernation or fasting normal for the species; and is provided in
clean, durable receptacles that are accessible to each animal and are placed so as to minimize
contamination of the water by excrement and pests or an alternative source of hydration
consistent with generally accepted husbandry practices.

“Adoption”” means the transfer of ownership of a dog or a cat, or any other companion animal,
from a releasing agency to an individual.

“Agricultural animals” means all livestock and poultry.

“Ambient temperature ” means the temperature surrounding the animal.

“Animal ” means any nonhuman vertebrate species except fish. For the purposes of § 3.2-6522,
animal means any species susceptible to rabies. For the purposes of § 3.2-6570, animal means
any nonhuman vertebrate species including fish except those fish captured and killed or disposed

of in a reasonable and customary manner.

“Animal control officer ” means a person appointed as an animal control officer or deputy
animal control officer as provided in § 3.2-6555.

“Boarding establishment” means a place or establishment other than a public or private animal
shelter where companion animals not owned by the proprietor are sheltered, fed, and watered in
exchange for a fee.

“Collar” means a well-fitted device, appropriate to the age and size of the animal, attached to
the animal’s neck in such a way as to prevent trauma or injury to the animal.
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“Commercial dog breeder” means any person who, during any 12-month period, maintains 30
or more adult female dogs for the primary purpose of the sale of their offspring as companion
animals.

“Companion animal " means any domestic or feral dog, domestic or feral cat, nonhuman
primate, guinea pig, hamster, rabbit not raised for human food or fiber, exotic or native animal,
reptile, exotic or native bird, or any feral animal or any animal under the care, custody, or
ownership of a person or any animal that is bought, sold, traded, or bartered by any person.
Agricultural animals, game species, or any animals regulated under federal law as research
animals shall not be considered companion animals for the purposes of this chapter.

“Consumer” means any natural person purchasing an animal from a dealer or pet shop or
hiring the services of a boarding establishment. The term “consumer ” shall not include a
business or corporation engaged in sales or services.

“Dealer” means any person who in the regular course of business for compensation or profit
buys, sells, transfers, exchanges, or barters companion animals. The following shall not be
considered dealers: (i) any person who transports companion animals in the regular course of
business as a common carrier; or (ii) any person whose primary purpose is to find permanent
adoptive homes for companion animals.

“Direct and immediate threat” means any clear and imminent danger to an animal’s health,
safety or life.

“Dump ” means to knowingly desert, forsake, or absolutely give up without having secured
another owner or custodian any dog, cat, or other companion animal in any public place
including the right-of-way of any public highway, road or street or on the property of another.

“Emergency veterinary treatment”” means veterinary treatment to stabilize a life-threatening
condition, alleviate suffering, prevent further disease transmission, or prevent further disease
progression.

“Enclosure ” means a structure used to house or restrict animals from running at large.

“Euthanasia” means the humane destruction of an animal accomplished by a method that
involves instantaneous unconsciousness and immediate death or by a method that involves
anesthesia, produced by an agent that causes painless loss of consciousness, and death during
such loss of consciousness.

“Exhibitor” means any person who has animals for or on public display, excluding an exhibitor
licensed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

“Facility” means a building or portion thereof as designated by the State Veterinarian, other

than a private residential dwelling and its surrounding grounds, that is used to contain a
primary enclosure or enclosures in which animals are housed or kept.
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“Farming activity ” means, consistent with standard animal husbandry practices, the raising,
management, and use of agricultural animals to provide food, fiber, or transportation and the
breeding, exhibition, lawful recreational use, marketing, transportation, and slaughter of
agricultural animals pursuant to such purposes.

“Foster care provider” means a person who provides care or rehabilitation for companion
animals through an affiliation with a public or private animal shelter, home-based rescue,
releasing agency, or other animal welfare organization.

“Foster home” means a private residential dwelling and its surrounding grounds, or any facility
other than a public or private animal shelter, at which site through an affiliation with a public or
private animal shelter, home-based rescue, releasing agency, or other animal welfare
organization care or rehabilitation is provided for companion animals.

“Groomer”” means any person who, for a fee, cleans, trims, brushes, makes neat, manicures, or
treats for external parasites any animal.

“Home-based rescue ” means an animal welfare organization that takes custody of companion
animals for the purpose of facilitating adoption and houses such companion animals in a foster
home or a system of foster homes.

“Humane ” means any action taken in consideration of and with the intent to provide for the
animal ’s health and well-being.

“Humane investigator ” means a person who has been appointed by a circuit court as a humane
investigator as provided in § 3.2-6558.

“Humane society ” means any incorporated, nonprofit organization that is organized for the
purposes of preventing cruelty to animals and promoting humane care and treatment or
adoptions of animals.

“Kennel ” means any establishment in which five or more canines, felines, or hybrids of either
are kept for the purpose of breeding, hunting, training, renting, buying, boarding, selling, or
showing.

“Incorporated” means organized and maintained as a legal entity in the Commonwealth.

“Law-enforcement officer ” means any person who is a full-time or part-time employee of a
police department or sheriff s office that is part of or administered by the Commonwealth or any
political subdivision thereof and who is responsible for the prevention and detection of crime
and the enforcement of the penal, traffic or highway laws of the Commonwealth. Part-time
employees are compensated officers who are not full-time employees as defined by the employing
police department or sheriff’s office.
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“Livestock ” includes all domestic or domesticated: bovine animals; equine animals; ovine
animals; porcine animals; cervidae animals; capradae animals; animals of the genus Lama;
ratites; fish or shellfish in aquaculture facilities, as defined in 8 3.2-2600; enclosed domesticated
rabbits or hares raised for human food or fiber; or any other individual animal specifically
raised for food or fiber, except companion animals.

“New owner ” means an individual who is legally competent to enter into a binding agreement
pursuant to subdivision B 2 of § 3.2-6574, and who adopts or receives a dog or cat from a
releasing agency.

“Ordinance ” means any law, rule, regulation, or ordinance adopted by the governing body of
any locality.

“Other officer ” includes all other persons employed or elected by the people of Virginia, or by
any locality, whose duty it is to preserve the peace, to make arrests, or to enforce the law.

“Owner ” means any person who: (i) has a right of property in an animal; (ii) keeps or harbors
an animal; (iii) has an animal in his care; or (iv) acts as a custodian of an animal.

“Pet shop ” means an establishment where companion animals are bought, sold, exchanged, or
offered for sale or exchange to the general public.

“Poultry” includes all domestic fowl and game birds raised in captivity.

“Primary enclosure ” means any structure used to immediately restrict an animal or animals to a
limited amount of space, such as a room, pen, cage, compartment, or hutch. For tethered
animals, the term includes the shelter and the area within reach of the tether.

“Private animal shelter” means a facility operated for the purpose of finding permanent
adoptive homes for animals that is used to house or contain animals and that is owned or
operated by an incorporated, nonprofit, and nongovernmental entity, including a humane
society, animal welfare organization, society for the prevention of cruelty to animals, or any
other similar organization.

“Properly cleaned ” means that carcasses, debris, food waste, and excrement are removed from
the primary enclosure with sufficient frequency to minimize the animals’ contact with the above-
mentioned contaminants; the primary enclosure is sanitized with sufficient frequency to minimize
odors and the hazards of disease; and the primary enclosure is cleaned so as to prevent the
animals confined therein from being directly or indirectly sprayed with the stream of water, or
directly or indirectly exposed to hazardous chemicals or disinfectants.

“Properly lighted” when referring to a facility means sufficient illumination to permit routine
inspections, maintenance, cleaning, and housekeeping of the facility, and observation of the
animals; to provide regular diurnal lighting cycles of either natural or artificial light, uniformly
diffused throughout the facility; and to promote the well-being of the animals.
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“Properly lighted ” when referring to a private residential dwelling and its surrounding grounds
means sufficient illumination to permit routine maintenance and cleaning thereof, and
observation of the companion animals; and to provide regular diurnal lighting cycles of either
natural or artificial light to promote the well-being of the animals.

“Public animal shelter” means a facility operated by the Commonwealth, or any locality, for the
purpose of impounding or sheltering seized, stray, homeless, abandoned, unwanted, or
surrendered animals or a facility operated for the same purpose under a contract with any
locality.

“Releasing agency ” means (1) a public animal shelter or (ii) a private animal shelter, humane
society, animal welfare organization, society for the prevention of cruelty to animals, or other
similar entity or home-based rescue that releases companion animals for adoption.

“Research facility ” means any place, laboratory, or institution licensed by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture at which scientific tests, experiments, or investigations involving the use of living
animals are carried out, conducted, or attempted.

“Sanitize ” means to make physically clean and to remove and destroy, to a practical minimum,
agents injurious to health.

“Sore” means, when referring to an equine, that an irritating or blistering agent has been
applied, internally or externally, by a person to any limb or foot of an equine; any burn, cut, or
laceration that has been inflicted by a person to any limb or foot of an equine; any tack, nail,
screw, or chemical agent that has been injected by a person into or used by a person on any limb
or foot of an equine; any other substance or device that has been used by a person on any limb
or foot of an equine; or a person has engaged in a practice involving an equine, and as a result
of such application, infliction, injection, use, or practice, such equine suffers, or can reasonably
be expected to suffer, physical pain or distress, inflammation, or lameness when walking,
trotting, or otherwise moving, except that such term does not include such an application,
infliction, injection, use, or practice in connection with the therapeutic treatment of an equine by
or under the supervision of a licensed veterinarian. Notwithstanding anything contained herein
to the contrary, nothing shall preclude the shoeing, use of pads, and use of action devices as
permitted by 9 C.F.R. Part 11.2.

“Sterilize ” or “sterilization”” means a surgical or chemical procedure performed by a licensed
veterinarian that renders a dog or cat permanently incapable of reproducing.

“Treasurer ” includes the treasurer and his assistants of each county or city or other officer
designated by law to collect taxes in such county or city.

“Treatment” or “adequate treatment” means the responsible handling or transportation of
animals in the person’s ownership, custody or charge, appropriate for the age, species,
condition, size and type of the animal.

“Veterinary treatment” means treatment by or on the order of a duly licensed veterinarian.
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“Weaned ” means that an animal is capable of and physiologically accustomed to ingestion of
solid food or food customary for the adult of the species, and has ingested such food, without
nursing, for a period of at least five days.
VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6503 (2017). Care of animals by owner; penalty.
A. Each owner shall provide for each of his companion animals:

1. Adequate feed;

2. Adequate water;

3. Adequate shelter that is properly cleaned;

4. Adequate space in the primary enclosure for the particular type of animal depending
upon its age, size, species, and weight;

5. Adequate exercise;

6. Adequate care, treatment, and transportation; and

7. Veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering or disease transmission.
The provisions of this section shall also apply to every public or private animal shelter, or other
releasing agency, and every foster care provider, dealer, pet shop, exhibitor, kennel, groomer,
and boarding establishment. This section shall not require that animals used as food for other
animals be euthanized.
B. Violation of this section is a Class 4 misdemeanor. A second or subsequent violation of
subdivision A 1, 2, 3, or 7 is a Class 2 misdemeanor and a second or subsequent violation of
subdivision A 4, 5, or 6 is a Class 3 misdemeanor.
VA. CODE ANN. 8 3.2-6503.1 (2017). Care of agricultural animals by owner; penalty.
A. Each owner shall provide for each of his agricultural animals:

1. Feed to prevent malnourishment;

2. Water to prevent dehydration; and

3. Veterinary treatment as needed to address impairment of health or bodily function

when such impairment cannot be otherwise addressed through animal husbandry,
including humane destruction.
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B. The provisions of this section shall not require an owner to provide feed or water when such
is customarily withheld, restricted, or apportioned pursuant to a farming activity or if otherwise
prescribed by a veterinarian.

C. There shall be a rebuttable presumption that there has been no violation of this section if an
owner is unable to provide feed, water, or veterinary treatment due to an act of God.

D. The provisions of this section shall not apply to agricultural animals used for bona fide
medical or scientific experimentation.

E. A violation of this section is a Class 4 misdemeanor.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6504 (2017). Abandonment of animal; penalty.

No person shall abandon or dump any animal. Violation of this section is a Class 3
misdemeanor. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the release of an animal by
its owner to a public or private animal shelter or other releasing agency.

VA. CODE ANN. 8§ 3.2-6570 (2017). Cruelty to animals; penalty.

A. Any person who: (i) overrides, overdrives, overloads, tortures, ill-treats, abandons, willfully
inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with bona fide scientific or medical
experimentation, or cruelly or unnecessarily beats, maims, mutilates, or kills any animal,
whether belonging to himself or another; (ii) deprives any animal of necessary food, drink,
shelter or emergency veterinary treatment; (iii) sores any equine for any purpose or administers
drugs or medications to alter or mask such soring for the purpose of sale, show, or exhibition of
any kind, unless such administration of drugs or medications is within the context of a veterinary
client-patient relationship and solely for therapeutic purposes; (iv) ropes, lassoes, or otherwise
obstructs or interferes with one or more legs of an equine in order to intentionally cause it to trip
or fall for the purpose of engagement in a rodeo, contest, exhibition, entertainment, or sport
unless such actions are in the practice of accepted animal husbandry or for the purpose of
allowing veterinary care; (v) willfully sets on foot, instigates, engages in, or in any way furthers
any act of cruelty to any animal; (vi) carries or causes to be carried by any vehicle, vessel or
otherwise any animal in a cruel, brutal, or inhumane manner, so as to produce torture or
unnecessary suffering; or (vii) causes any of the above things, or being the owner of such animal
permits such acts to be done by another is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

In addition to the penalties provided in this subsection, the court may, in its discretion, require
any person convicted of a violation of this subsection to attend an anger management or other
appropriate treatment program or obtain psychiatric or psychological counseling. The court may
impose the costs of such a program or counseling upon the person convicted.
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B. Any person who: (i) tortures, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with
bona fide scientific or medical experimentation, or cruelly and unnecessarily beats, maims,
mutilates or kills any animal whether belonging to himself or another; (ii) sores any equine for
any purpose or administers drugs or medications to alter or mask such soring for the purpose of
sale, show, or exhibit of any kind, unless such administration of drugs or medications is under
the supervision of a licensed veterinarian and solely for therapeutic purposes; (iii) ropes,
lassoes, or otherwise obstructs or interferes with one or more legs of an equine in order to
intentionally cause it to trip or fall for the purpose of engagement in a rodeo, contest, exhibition,
entertainment, or sport unless such actions are in the practice of accepted animal husbandry or
for the purpose of allowing veterinary care; (iv) maliciously deprives any companion animal of
necessary food, drink, shelter or emergency veterinary treatment; (v) instigates, engages in, or in
any way furthers any act of cruelty to any animal set forth in clauses (i) through (iv) or (vi)
causes any of the actions described in clauses (i) through (v), or being the owner of such animal
permits such acts to be done by another; and has been within five years convicted of a violation
of this subsection or subsection A, is guilty of a Class 6 felony if the current violation or any
previous violation of this subsection or subsection A resulted in the death of an animal or the
euthanasia of an animal based on the recommendation of a licensed veterinarian upon
determination that such euthanasia was necessary due to the condition of the animal, and such
condition was a direct result of a violation of this subsection or subsection A.

C. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the dehorning of cattle conducted in a
reasonable and customary manner.

D. This section shall not prohibit authorized wildlife management activities or hunting, fishing or
trapping as regulated under other titles of the Code of Virginia, including Title 29.1, or to
farming activities as provided under this title or regulations adopted hereunder.

E. It is unlawful for any person to kill a domestic dog or cat for the purpose of obtaining the
hide, fur or pelt of the dog or cat. A violation of this subsection is a Class 1 misdemeanor. A
second or subsequent violation of this subsection is a Class 6 felony.

F. Any person who: (i) tortures, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with
bona fide scientific or medical experimentation or cruelly and unnecessarily beats, maims or
mutilates any dog or cat that is a companion animal whether belonging to him or another; and
(i1) as a direct result causes the death of such dog or cat that is a companion animal, or the
euthanasia of such animal on the recommendation of a licensed veterinarian upon determination
that such euthanasia was necessary due to the condition of the animal, is guilty of a Class 6
felony. If a dog or cat is attacked on its owner’s property by a dog so as to cause injury or death,
the owner of the injured dog or cat may use all reasonable and necessary force against the dog at
the time of the attack to protect his dog or cat. Such owner may be presumed to have taken
necessary and appropriate action to defend his dog or cat and shall therefore be presumed not to
have violated this subsection. The provisions of this subsection shall not overrule § 3.2-6540,
3.2-6540.1, or 3.2-6552.

G. Any person convicted of violating this section may be prohibited by the court from possession
or ownership of companion animals.
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VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-144 (2017). Maiming, killing or poisoning animals, fowl, etc.

Except as otherwise provided for by law, if any person maliciously shoot, stab, wound or
otherwise cause bodily injury to, or administer poison to or expose poison with intent that it be
taken by, any horse, mule, pony, cattle, swine or other livestock of another, with intent to maim,
disfigure, disable or kill the same, or if he do any of the foregoing acts to any animal of his own
with intent to defraud any insurer thereof, he shall be guilty of a Class 5 felony. If any person do
any of the foregoing acts to any fowl or to any companion animal with any of the aforesaid
intents, he shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor, except that any second or subsequent
offense shall be a Class 6 felony if the current offense or any previous offense resulted in the
death of an animal or the euthanasia of an animal based on the recommendation of a licensed
veterinarian upon determination that such euthanasia was necessary due to the condition of the
animal, and such condition was a direct result of a violation of this section.

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-403.1 (2017). Offenses involving animals—Class 1 misdemeanors.

The following unlawful acts and offenses against animals shall constitute and be punished as a
Class 1 misdemeanor:

1. Violation of subsection A of § 3.2-6570 pertaining to cruelty to animals, except as
provided for second or subsequent violations in that section.

2. Violation of § 3.2-6508 pertaining to transporting animals under certain conditions.

3. Making a false claim or receiving money on a false claim under § 3.2-6553 pertaining
to compensation for livestock and poultry killed by dogs.

4. Violation of § 3.2-6518 pertaining to boarding establishments and groomers as defined
in § 3.2-6500.
VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-403.2 (2017). Offenses involving animals—Class 3 misdemeanors.

The following unlawful acts and offenses against animals shall constitute and be punished as a
Class 3 misdemeanor:

1. Violation of § 3.2-6511 pertaining to the failure of a shopkeeper or pet dealer to
provide adequate care to animals.

2. Violation of § 3.2-6509 pertaining to the misrepresentation of an animal’s condition by
the shopkeeper or pet dealer.

3. Violation of § 3.2-6504 pertaining to the abandonment of animals.

4. Violation of § 3.2-6510 pertaining to the sale of baby fowl.
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5. Violation of clause (iii) of subsection A of § 3.2-6570 pertaining to soring horses.
6. Violation of § 3.2-6519 pertaining to notice of consumer remedies required to be
supplied by boarding establishments.

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-403.3 (2017). Offenses involving animals—Class 4 misdemeanors.

The following unlawful acts and offenses against animals shall constitute and be punished as a
Class 4 misdemeanor:

1. Violation of § 3.2-6566 pertaining to interference of agents charged with preventing
cruelty to animals.

2. Violation of § 3.2-6573 pertaining to shooting pigeons.

3. Violation of § 3.2-6554 pertaining to disposing of the body of a dead companion
animal.

4. Violation of ordinances passed pursuant to 88 3.2-6522 and 3.2-6525 pertaining to
rabid dogs and preventing the spread of rabies and the running at large of vicious dogs.

5. Violation of an ordinance passed pursuant to § 3.2-6539 requiring dogs to be on a
leash.

6. Failure by any person to secure and exhibit the permits required by § 29.1-422
pertaining to field trails, night trails and foxhounds.

7. Diseased dogs. —For the owner of any dog with a contagious or infectious disease to
permit such dog to stray from his premises if such disease is known to the owner.

8. License application. —For any person to make a false statement in order to secure a
dog or cat license to which he is not entitled.

9. License tax. —For any dog or cat owner to fail to pay any license tax required by
8§ 3.2-6503 before February 1 for the year in which it is due. In addition, the court may
order confiscation and the proper disposition of the dog or cat.

10. Concealing a dog or cat. —For any person to conceal or harbor any dog or cat on
which any required license tax has not been paid.

11. Removing collar and tag. —For any person, except the owner or custodian, to remove
a legally acquired license tag from a dog or cat without the permission of the owner or
custodian.

12. Violation of § 3.2-6503 pertaining to care of animals by owner.
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2. PENALTIES

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-10 (2017). Punishment for conviction of felony, penalty.
The authorized punishments for conviction of a felony are:

(a) For Class 1 felonies, death, if the person so convicted was 18 years of age or older at
the time of the offense and is not determined to be a person with intellectual disability
pursuant to § 19.2-264.3:1.1, or imprisonment for life and, subject to subdivision (g), a
fine of not more than $100,000. If the person was under 18 years of age at the time of the
offense or is determined to be a person with intellectual disability pursuant to § 19.2-
264.3:1.1, the punishment shall be imprisonment for life and, subject to subdivision (g), a
fine of not more than $100,000.

(b) For Class 2 felonies, imprisonment for life or for any term not less than 20 years and,
subject to subdivision (g), a fine of not more than $100,000.

(c) For Class 3 felonies, a term of imprisonment of not less than five years nor more than
20 years and, subject to subdivision (g), a fine of not more than $100,000.

(d) For Class 4 felonies, a term of imprisonment of not less than two years nor more than
10 years and, subject to subdivision (g), a fine of not more than $100,000.

(e) For Class 5 felonies, a term of imprisonment of not less than one year nor more than
10 years, or in the discretion of the jury or the court trying the case without a jury,
confinement in jail for not more than 12 months and a fine of not more than $2,500,
either or both.

(f) For Class 6 felonies, a term of imprisonment of not less than one year nor more than
five years, or in the discretion of the jury or the court trying the case without a jury,
confinement in jail for not more than 12 months and a fine of not more than $2,500,
either or both.

(g) Except as specifically authorized in subdivision (e) or (f), or in Class 1 felonies for
which a sentence of death is imposed, the court shall impose either a sentence of
imprisonment together with a fine, or imprisonment only. However, if the defendant is
not a natural person, the court shall impose only a fine.

For any felony offense committed (i) on or after January 1, 1995, the court may, and (ii) on or
after July 1, 2000, shall, except in cases in which the court orders a suspended term of
confinement of at least six months, impose an additional term of not less than six months nor
more than three years, which shall be suspended conditioned upon successful completion of a
period of post-release supervision pursuant to 8 19.2-295.2 and compliance with such other
terms as the sentencing court may require. However, such additional term may only be imposed
when the sentence includes an active term of incarceration in a correctional facility.
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For a felony offense prohibiting proximity to children as described in subsection A of § 18.2-
370.2, the sentencing court is authorized to impose the punishment set forth in that section in
addition to any other penalty provided by law.

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-11 (2017). Punishment for conviction of misdemeanor.

The authorized punishments for conviction of a misdemeanor are:

(a) For Class 1 misdemeanors, confinement in jail for not more than twelve months and a
fine of not more than $2,500, either or both.

(b) For Class 2 misdemeanors, confinement in jail for not more than six months and a
fine of not more than $1,000, either or both.

(c) For Class 3 misdemeanors, a fine of not more than $500.
(d) For Class 4 misdemeanors, a fine of not more than $250.
For a misdemeanor offense prohibiting proximity to children as described in subsection A of

§ 18.2-370.2, the sentencing court is authorized to impose the punishment set forth in subsection
B of that section in addition to any other penalty provided by law.
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3. EXEMPTIONS

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6503.1 (2017). Care of agricultural animals by owner; penalty.
A. Each owner shall provide for each of his agricultural animals:

1. Feed to prevent malnourishment;

2. Water to prevent dehydration; and

3. Veterinary treatment as needed to address impairment of health or bodily function
when such impairment cannot be otherwise addressed through animal husbandry,
including humane destruction.

B. The provisions of this section shall not require an owner to provide feed or water when such
is customarily withheld, restricted, or apportioned pursuant to a farming activity or if otherwise
prescribed by a veterinarian.

C. There shall be a rebuttable presumption that there has been no violation of this section if an
owner is unable to provide feed, water, or veterinary treatment due to an act of God.

D. The provisions of this section shall not apply to agricultural animals used for bona fide
medical or scientific experimentation.

E. A violation of this section is a Class 4 misdemeanor.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6506 (2017). Exceptions regarding veterinarians.

Sections 3.2-6503, 3.2-6504, 3.2-6508 through 3.2-6519, 3.2- 6557, 3.2-6559, 3.2-6561, 3.2-
6564, 3.2-6565, and 3.2-6574 through 3.2-6580 shall not apply to: (i) a place or establishment
that is operated under the immediate supervision of a duly licensed veterinarian as a hospital or
boarding establishment where animals are harbored, boarded and cared for incident to the
treatment, prevention, or alleviation of disease processes during the routine practice of the
profession of veterinary medicine; or (ii) animals boarded under the immediate supervision of a
duly licensed veterinarian.
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VA. CODE ANN. 8§ 3.2-6570 (2017). Cruelty to animals; penalty.

A. Any person who: (i) overrides, overdrives, overloads, tortures, ill-treats, abandons, willfully
inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with bona fide scientific or medical
experimentation, or cruelly or unnecessarily beats, maims, mutilates, or kills any animal, whether
belonging to himself or another; (ii) deprives any animal of necessary food, drink, shelter or
emergency veterinary treatment; (iii) sores any equine for any purpose or administers drugs or
medications to alter or mask such soring for the purpose of sale, show, or exhibition of any kind,
unless such administration of drugs or medications is within the context of a veterinary client-
patient relationship and solely for therapeutic purposes; (iv) ropes, lassoes, or otherwise
obstructs or interferes with one or more legs of an equine in order to intentionally cause it to trip
or fall for the purpose of engagement in a rodeo, contest, exhibition, entertainment, or sport
unless such actions are in the practice of accepted animal husbandry or for the purpose of
allowing veterinary care; (v) willfully sets on foot, instigates, engages in, or in any way furthers
any act of cruelty to any animal; (vi) carries or causes to be carried by any vehicle, vessel or
otherwise any animal in a cruel, brutal, or inhumane manner, so as to produce torture or
unnecessary suffering; or (vii) causes any of the above things, or being the owner of such animal
permits such acts to be done by another is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

In addition to the penalties provided in this subsection, the court may, in its discretion, require
any person convicted of a violation of this subsection to attend an anger management or other
appropriate treatment program or obtain psychiatric or psychological counseling. The court may
impose the costs of such a program or counseling upon the person convicted.

B. Any person who: (i) tortures, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with
bona fide scientific or medical experimentation, or cruelly and unnecessarily beats, maims,
mutilates or kills any animal whether belonging to himself or another; (ii) sores any equine for
any purpose or administers drugs or medications to alter or mask such soring for the purpose of
sale, show, or exhibit of any kind, unless such administration of drugs or medications is under
the supervision of a licensed veterinarian and solely for therapeutic purposes; (iii) ropes,
lassoes, or otherwise obstructs or interferes with one or more legs of an equine in order to
intentionally cause it to trip or fall for the purpose of engagement in a rodeo, contest, exhibition,
entertainment, or sport unless such actions are in the practice of accepted animal husbandry or
for the purpose of allowing veterinary care; (iv) maliciously deprives any companion animal of
necessary food, drink, shelter or emergency veterinary treatment; (v) instigates, engages in, or in
any way furthers any act of cruelty to any animal set forth in clauses (i) through (iv) or (vi)
causes any of the actions described in clauses (i) through (v), or being the owner of such animal
permits such acts to be done by another; and has been within five years convicted of a violation
of this subsection or subsection A, is guilty of a Class 6 felony if the current violation or any
previous violation of this subsection or subsection A resulted in the death of an animal or the
euthanasia of an animal based on the recommendation of a licensed veterinarian upon
determination that such euthanasia was necessary due to the condition of the animal, and such
condition was a direct result of a violation of this subsection or subsection A.

C. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the dehorning of cattle conducted in a
reasonable and customary manner.
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D. This section shall not prohibit authorized wildlife management activities or hunting, fishing
or trapping as regulated under other titles of the Code of Virginia, including Title 29.1, or to
farming activities as provided under this title or regulations adopted hereunder.

E. It is unlawful for any person to kill a domestic dog or cat for the purpose of obtaining the hide,
fur or pelt of the dog or cat. A violation of this subsection is a Class 1 misdemeanor. A second or
subsequent violation of this subsection is a Class 6 felony.

F. Any person who: (i) tortures, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with
bona fide scientific or medical experimentation or cruelly and unnecessarily beats, maims or
mutilates any dog or cat that is a companion animal whether belonging to him or another; and (ii)
as a direct result causes the death of such dog or cat that is a companion animal, or the euthanasia
of such animal on the recommendation of a licensed veterinarian upon determination that such
euthanasia was necessary due to the condition of the animal, is guilty of a Class 6 felony. If a
dog or cat is attacked on its owner’s property by a dog so as to cause injury or death, the owner
of the injured dog or cat may use all reasonable and necessary force against the dog at the time of
the attack to protect his dog or cat. Such owner may be presumed to have taken necessary and
appropriate action to defend his dog or cat and shall therefore be presumed not to have violated
this subsection. The provisions of this subsection shall not overrule § 3.2-6540, 3.2-6540.1, or
3.2-6552.

G. Any person convicted of violating this section may be prohibited by the court from possession
or ownership of companion animals.
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4. COUNSELING / EVALUATIONS

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6570 (2017). Cruelty to animals; penalty.

A. Any person who: (i) overrides, overdrives, overloads, tortures, ill-treats, abandons, willfully
inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with bona fide scientific or medical
experimentation, or cruelly or unnecessarily beats, maims, mutilates, or kills any animal, whether
belonging to himself or another; (ii) deprives any animal of necessary food, drink, shelter or
emergency veterinary treatment; (iii) sores any equine for any purpose or administers drugs or
medications to alter or mask such soring for the purpose of sale, show, or exhibition of any kind,
unless such administration of drugs or medications is within the context of a veterinary client-
patient relationship and solely for therapeutic purposes; (iv) ropes, lassoes, or otherwise obstructs
or interferes with one or more legs of an equine in order to intentionally cause it to trip or fall for
the purpose of engagement in a rodeo, contest, exhibition, entertainment, or sport unless such
actions are in the practice of accepted animal husbandry or for the purpose of allowing veterinary
care; (v) willfully sets on foot, instigates, engages in, or in any way furthers any act of cruelty to
any animal; (vi) carries or causes to be carried by any vehicle, vessel or otherwise any animal in
a cruel, brutal, or inhumane manner, so as to produce torture or unnecessary suffering; or (vii)
causes any of the above things, or being the owner of such animal permits such acts to be done
by another is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

In addition to the penalties provided in this subsection, the court may, in its discretion, require
any person convicted of a violation of this subsection to attend an anger management or other
appropriate treatment program or obtain psychiatric or psychological counseling. The court
may impose the costs of such a program or counseling upon the person convicted.

B. Any person who: (i) tortures, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with
bona fide scientific or medical experimentation, or cruelly and unnecessarily beats, maims,
mutilates or kills any animal whether belonging to himself or another; (ii) sores any equine for
any purpose or administers drugs or medications to alter or mask such soring for the purpose of
sale, show, or exhibit of any kind, unless such administration of drugs or medications is under
the supervision of a licensed veterinarian and solely for therapeutic purposes; (iii) ropes, lassoes,
or otherwise obstructs or interferes with one or more legs of an equine in order to intentionally
cause it to trip or fall for the purpose of engagement in a rodeo, contest, exhibition,
entertainment, or sport unless such actions are in the practice of accepted animal husbandry or
for the purpose of allowing veterinary care; (iv) maliciously deprives any companion animal of
necessary food, drink, shelter or emergency veterinary treatment; (v) instigates, engages in, or in
any way furthers any act of cruelty to any animal set forth in clauses (i) through (iv) or (vi)
causes any of the actions described in clauses (i) through (v), or being the owner of such animal
permits such acts to be done by another; and has been within five years convicted of a violation
of this subsection or subsection A, is guilty of a Class 6 felony if the current violation or any
previous violation of this subsection or subsection A resulted in the death of an animal or the
euthanasia of an animal based on the recommendation of a licensed veterinarian upon
determination that such euthanasia was necessary due to the condition of the animal, and such
condition was a direct result of a violation of this subsection or subsection A.
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C. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the dehorning of cattle conducted in a
reasonable and customary manner.

D. This section shall not prohibit authorized wildlife management activities or hunting, fishing or
trapping as regulated under other titles of the Code of Virginia, including Title 29.1, or to
farming activities as provided under this title or regulations adopted hereunder.

E. It is unlawful for any person to kill a domestic dog or cat for the purpose of obtaining the hide,
fur or pelt of the dog or cat. A violation of this subsection is a Class 1 misdemeanor. A second or
subsequent violation of this subsection is a Class 6 felony.

F. Any person who: (i) tortures, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with
bona fide scientific or medical experimentation or cruelly and unnecessarily beats, maims or
mutilates any dog or cat that is a companion animal whether belonging to him or another; and (ii)
as a direct result causes the death of such dog or cat that is a companion animal, or the euthanasia
of such animal on the recommendation of a licensed veterinarian upon determination that such
euthanasia was necessary due to the condition of the animal, is guilty of a Class 6 felony. If a
dog or cat is attacked on its owner’s property by a dog so as to cause injury or death, the owner
of the injured dog or cat may use all reasonable and necessary force against the dog at the time of
the attack to protect his dog or cat. Such owner may be presumed to have taken necessary and
appropriate action to defend his dog or cat and shall therefore be presumed not to have violated
this subsection. The provisions of this subsection shall not overrule § 3.2-6540, 3.2-6540.1, or
3.2-6552.

G. Any person convicted of violating this section may be prohibited by the court from possession
or ownership of companion animals.
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S, PROTECTIVE ORDERS

VA. CODE ANN. § 16.1-253 (2017). Preliminary protective order.

A. Upon the motion of any person or upon the court's own motion, the court may issue a
preliminary protective order, after a hearing, if necessary to protect a child's life, health, safety or
normal development pending the final determination of any matter before the court. The order
may require a child's parents, guardian, legal custodian, other person standing in loco parentis or
other family or household member of the child to observe reasonable conditions of behavior for a
specified length of time. These conditions shall include any one or more of the following:

1. To abstain from offensive conduct against the child, a family or household member of
the child or any person to whom custody of the child is awarded;

2. To cooperate in the provision of reasonable services or programs designed to protect
the child's life, health or normal development;

3. To allow persons named by the court to come into the child's home at reasonable times
designated by the court to visit the child or inspect the fitness of the home and to
determine the physical or emotional health of the child;

4. To allow visitation with the child by persons entitled thereto, as determined by the
court;

5. To refrain from acts of commission or omission which tend to endanger the child's life,
health or normal development;

6. To refrain from such contact with the child or family or household members of the
child, as the court may deem appropriate, including removal of such person from the
residence of the child. However, prior to the issuance by the court of an order removing
such person from the residence of the child, the petitioner must prove by a preponderance
of the evidence that such person's probable future conduct would constitute a danger to
the life or health of such child, and that there are no less drastic alternatives which could
reasonably and adequately protect the child's life or health pending a final determination
on the petition; or

7. To grant the person on whose behalf the order is issued the possession of any
companion animal as defined in § 3.2-6500 if such person meets the definition of owner
in § 3.2-6500.

B. A preliminary protective order may be issued ex parte upon motion of any person or the
court's own motion in any matter before the court, or upon petition. The motion or petition shall
be supported by an affidavit or by sworn testimony in person before the judge or intake officer
which establishes that the child would be subjected to an imminent threat to life or health to the
extent that delay for the provision of an adversary hearing would be likely to result in serious or
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irremediable injury to the child's life or health. If an ex parte order is issued without an affidavit
being presented, the court, in its order, shall state the basis upon which the order was entered,
including a summary of the allegations made and the court's findings. Following the issuance of
an ex parte order the court shall provide an adversary hearing to the affected parties within the
shortest practicable time not to exceed five business days after the issuance of the order.

C. Prior to the hearing required by this section, notice of the hearing shall be given at least 24
hours in advance of the hearing to the guardian ad litem for the child, to the parents, guardian,
legal custodian, or other person standing in loco parentis of the child, to any other family or
household member of the child to whom the protective order may be directed and to the child if
he or she is 12 years of age or older. The notice provided herein shall include (i) the time, date
and place for the hearing and (ii) a specific statement of the factual circumstances which
allegedly necessitate the issuance of a preliminary protective order.

D. All parties to the hearing shall be informed of their right to counsel pursuant to § 16.1-266.

E. At the hearing the child, his or her parents, guardian, legal custodian or other person standing
in loco parentis and any other family or household member of the child to whom notice was
given shall have the right to confront and cross-examine all adverse witnesses and evidence and
to present evidence on their own behalf.

F. If a petition alleging abuse or neglect of a child has been filed, at the hearing pursuant to this
section the court shall determine whether the allegations of abuse or neglect have been proven by
a preponderance of the evidence. Any finding of abuse or neglect shall be stated in the court
order. However, if, before such a finding is made, a person responsible for the care and custody
of the child, the child's guardian ad litem or the local department of social services objects to a
finding being made at the hearing, the court shall schedule an adjudicatory hearing to be held
within 30 days of the date of the initial preliminary protective order hearing. The adjudicatory
hearing shall be held to determine whether the allegations of abuse and neglect have been proven
by a preponderance of the evidence. Parties who are present at the hearing shall be given notice
of the date set for the adjudicatory hearing and parties who are not present shall be summoned as
provided in § 16.1-263. The adjudicatory hearing shall be held and an order may be entered,
although a party to the hearing fails to appear and is not represented by counsel, provided
personal or substituted service was made on the person, or the court determines that such person
cannot be found, after reasonable effort, or in the case of a person who is without the
Commonwealth, the person cannot be found or his post office address cannot be ascertained after
reasonable effort.

Any preliminary protective order issued shall remain in full force and effect pending the
adjudicatory hearing.

G. If at the preliminary protective order hearing held pursuant to this section the court makes a
finding of abuse or neglect and a preliminary protective order is issued, a dispositional hearing
shall be held pursuant to § 16.1-278.2. The court shall forthwith, but in all cases no later than the
end of the business day on which the order was issued, enter and transfer electronically to the
Virginia Criminal Information Network the respondent's identifying information and the name,
date of birth, sex, and race of each protected person provided to the court. A copy of the
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preliminary protective order containing any such identifying information shall be forwarded
forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service and entry of protective
orders. Upon receipt of the order by the primary law-enforcement agency, the agency shall
forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to the identifying information and other
appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal
Information Network established and maintained by the Department of State Police pursuant to
Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order shall be served forthwith on the allegedly
abusing person in person as provided in § 16.1-264 and due return made to the court. However, if
the order is issued by the circuit court, the clerk of the circuit court shall forthwith forward an
attested copy of the order containing the respondent's identifying information and the name, date
of birth, sex, and race of each protected person provided to the court to the primary law-
enforcement agency providing service and entry of protective orders and upon receipt of the
order, the primary law-enforcement agency shall enter the name of the person subject to the
order and other appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into the
Virginia Criminal Information Network established and maintained by the Department pursuant
to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order shall be served forthwith upon the
allegedly abusing person in person as provided in § 16.1-264. Upon service, the agency making
service shall enter the date and time of service and other appropriate information required by the
Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network and make due return
to the court. The preliminary order shall specify a date for the dispositional hearing. The
dispositional hearing shall be scheduled at the time of the hearing pursuant to this section, and
shall be held within 60 days of this hearing. If an adjudicatory hearing is requested pursuant to
subsection F, the dispositional hearing shall nonetheless be scheduled at the hearing pursuant to
this section. All parties present at the hearing shall be given notice of the date and time scheduled
for the dispositional hearing; parties who are not present shall be summoned to appear as
provided in § 16.1-263.

H. Nothing in this section enables the court to remove a child from the custody of his or her
parents, guardian, legal custodian or other person standing in loco parentis, except as provided in
§ 16.1-278.2, and no order hereunder shall be entered against a person over whom the court does
not have jurisdiction.

I. Neither a law-enforcement agency, the attorney for the Commonwealth, a court nor the clerk's
office, nor any employee of them, may disclose, except among themselves, the residential
address, telephone number, or place of employment of the person protected by the order or that
of the family of such person, except to the extent that disclosure is (i) required by law or the
Rules of the Supreme Court, (i1) necessary for law-enforcement purposes, or (iii) permitted by
the court for good cause.

J. Violation of any order issued pursuant to this section shall constitute contempt of court.

K. The court shall forthwith, but in all cases no later than the end of the business day on which
the order was issued, enter and transfer electronically to the Virginia Criminal Information
Network the respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of
each protected person provided to the court. A copy of the preliminary protective order
containing any such identifying information shall be forwarded forthwith to the primary law-
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enforcement agency responsible for service and entry of protective orders. Upon receipt of the
order by the primary law-enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any
modification as necessary to the identifying information and other appropriate information
required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network
established and maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52
and the order shall be served forthwith on the allegedly abusing person in person as provided in §
16.1-264 and due return made to the court. However, if the order is issued by the circuit court,
the clerk of the circuit court shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the order containing the
respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of each protected
person provided to the court to the primary law-enforcement agency providing service and entry
of protective orders and upon receipt of the order, the primary law-enforcement agency shall
enter the name of the person subject to the order and other appropriate information required by
the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and
maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order
shall be served forthwith on the allegedly abusing person in person as provided in § 16.1-264.
Upon service, the agency making service shall enter the date and time of service and other
appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal
Information Network and make due return to the court. The preliminary order shall specify a date
for the full hearing.

Upon receipt of the return of service or other proof of service pursuant to subsection C of § 16.1-
264, the clerk shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the preliminary protective order to the
primary law-enforcement agency and the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any
modification as necessary into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as described above. If
the order is later dissolved or modified, a copy of the dissolution or modification order shall also
be attested, forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service
and entry of protective orders, and upon receipt of the order by the primary law-enforcement
agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to the
identifying information and other appropriate information required by the Department of State
Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as described above and the order shall be
served forthwith and due return made to the court.

L. No fee shall be charged for filing or serving any petition or order pursuant to this section.

VA. CODE ANN. § 16.1-253.1 (2017). Preliminary protective orders in cases of family abuse;
confidentiality.

A. Upon the filing of a petition alleging that the petitioner is or has been, within a reasonable
period of time, subjected to family abuse, the court may issue a preliminary protective order
against an allegedly abusing person in order to protect the health and safety of the petitioner or
any family or household member of the petitioner. The order may be issued in an ex parte
proceeding upon good cause shown when the petition is supported by an affidavit or sworn
testimony before the judge or intake officer. Immediate and present danger of family abuse or
evidence sufficient to establish probable cause that family abuse has recently occurred shall
constitute good cause. Evidence that the petitioner has been subjected to family abuse within a
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reasonable time and evidence of immediate and present danger of family abuse may be
established by a showing that (i) the allegedly abusing person is incarcerated and is to be
released from incarceration within 30 days following the petition or has been released from
incarceration within 30 days prior to the petition, (ii) the crime for which the allegedly abusing
person was convicted and incarcerated involved family abuse against the petitioner, and (iii) the
allegedly abusing person has made threatening contact with the petitioner while he was
incarcerated, exhibiting a renewed threat to the petitioner of family abuse.

A preliminary protective order may include any one or more of the following conditions to be
imposed on the allegedly abusing person:

1. Prohibiting acts of family abuse or criminal offenses that result in injury to person or
property.

2. Prohibiting such contacts by the respondent with the petitioner or family or household
members of the petitioner as the court deems necessary for the health or safety of such
persons.

3. Granting the petitioner possession of the premises occupied by the parties to the
exclusion of the allegedly abusing person; however, no such grant of possession shall
affect title to any real or personal property.

4. Enjoining the respondent from terminating any necessary utility service to a premises
that the petitioner has been granted possession of pursuant to subdivision 3 or, where
appropriate, ordering the respondent to restore utility services to such premises.

5. Granting the petitioner temporary possession or use of a motor vehicle owned by the
petitioner alone or jointly owned by the parties to the exclusion of the allegedly abusing
person; however, no such grant of possession or use shall affect title to the vehicle.

6. Requiring that the allegedly abusing person provide suitable alternative housing for the
petitioner and any other family or household member and, where appropriate, requiring
the respondent to pay deposits to connect or restore necessary utility services in the
alternative housing provided.

7. Granting the petitioner the possession of any companion animal as defined in § 3.2-
6500 if such petitioner meets the definition of owner in § 3.2-6500.

8. Any other relief necessary for the protection of the petitioner and family or household
members of the petitioner.

B. The court shall forthwith, but in all cases no later than the end of the business day on which
the order was issued, enter and transfer electronically to the Virginia Criminal Information
Network the respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of
each protected person provided to the court. A copy of a preliminary protective order containing
any such identifying information shall be forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement
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agency responsible for service and entry of protective orders. Upon receipt of the order by the
primary law-enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as
necessary to the identifying information and other appropriate information required by the
Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and
maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order
shall be served forthwith on the allegedly abusing person in person as provided in § 16.1-264 and
due return made to the court. However, if the order is issued by the circuit court, the clerk of the
circuit court shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the order containing the respondent's
identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of each protected person
provided to the court to the primary law-enforcement agency providing service and entry of
protective orders and upon receipt of the order, the primary law-enforcement agency shall enter
the name of the person subject to the order and other appropriate information required by the
Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and
maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order
shall be served forthwith on the allegedly abusing person in person as provided in § 16.1-264.
Upon service, the agency making service shall enter the date and time of service and other
appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal
Information Network and make due return to the court. The preliminary order shall specify a date
for the full hearing. The hearing shall be held within 15 days of the issuance of the preliminary
order. If the respondent fails to appear at this hearing because the respondent was not personally
served, or if personally served was incarcerated and not transported to the hearing, the court may
extend the protective order for a period not to exceed six months. The extended protective order
shall be served forthwith on the respondent. However, upon motion of the respondent and for
good cause shown, the court may continue the hearing. The preliminary order shall remain in
effect until the hearing. Upon request after the order is issued, the clerk shall provide the
petitioner with a copy of the order and information regarding the date and time of service. The
order shall further specify that either party may at any time file a motion with the court
requesting a hearing to dissolve or modify the order. The hearing on the motion shall be given
precedence on the docket of the court.

Upon receipt of the return of service or other proof of service pursuant to subsection C of § 16.1-
264, the clerk shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the preliminary protective order to the
primary law-enforcement agency, and the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any
modification as necessary into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as described above. If
the order is later dissolved or modified, a copy of the dissolution or modification order shall also
be attested, forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service
and entry of protective orders, and upon receipt of the order by the primary law-enforcement
agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to the
identifying information and other appropriate information required by the Department of State
Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as described above and the order shall be
served forthwith and due return made to the court.

C. The preliminary order is effective upon personal service on the allegedly abusing person.

Except as otherwise provided in § 16.1-253.2, a violation of the order shall constitute contempt
of court.
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D. At a full hearing on the petition, the court may issue a protective order pursuant to § 16.1-
279.1 if the court finds that the petitioner has proven the allegation of family abuse by a
preponderance of the evidence.

E. Neither a law-enforcement agency, the attorney for the Commonwealth, a court nor the clerk's
office, nor any employee of them, may disclose, except among themselves, the residential
address, telephone number, or place of employment of the person protected by the order or that
of the family of such person, except to the extent that disclosure is (i) required by law or the
Rules of the Supreme Court, (i1) necessary for law-enforcement purposes, or (iii) permitted by
the court for good cause.

F. As used in this section, “copy” includes a facsimile copy.

G. No fee shall be charged for filing or serving any petition or order pursuant to this section.

VA. CODE ANN. § 16.1-253.4 (2017). Emergency protective orders authorized in certain
cases; penalty.

A. Any judge of a circuit court, general district court, juvenile and domestic relations district
court or magistrate may issue a written or oral ex parte emergency protective order pursuant to
this section in order to protect the health or safety of any person.

B. When a law-enforcement officer or an allegedly abused person asserts under oath to a judge
or magistrate, and on that assertion or other evidence the judge or magistrate (i) finds that a
warrant for a violation of § 18.2-57.2 has been issued or issues a warrant for violation of § 18.2-
57.2 and finds that there is probable danger of further acts of family abuse against a family or
household member by the respondent or (i1) finds that reasonable grounds exist to believe that
the respondent has committed family abuse and there is probable danger of a further such offense
against a family or household member by the respondent, the judge or magistrate shall issue an
ex parte emergency protective order, except if the respondent is a minor, an emergency
protective order shall not be required, imposing one or more of the following conditions on the
respondent:

1. Prohibiting acts of family abuse or criminal offenses that result in injury to person or
property;

2. Prohibiting such contacts by the respondent with the allegedly abused person or family
or household members of the allegedly abused person, including prohibiting the
respondent from being in the physical presence of the allegedly abused person or family
or household members of the allegedly abused person, as the judge or magistrate deems
necessary to protect the safety of such persons;

3. Granting the family or household member possession of the premises occupied by the
parties to the exclusion of the respondent; however, no such grant of possession shall
affect title to any real or personal property; and
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4. Granting the petitioner the possession of any companion animal as defined in § 3.2-
6500 if such petitioner meets the definition of owner in § 3.2-6500.

When the judge or magistrate considers the issuance of an emergency protective order pursuant
to clause (i), he shall presume that there is probable danger of further acts of family abuse against
a family or household member by the respondent unless the presumption is rebutted by the
allegedly abused person.

C. An emergency protective order issued pursuant to this section shall expire at 11:59 p.m. on
the third day following issuance. If the expiration occurs on a day that the court is not in session,
the emergency protective order shall be extended until 11:59 p.m. on the next day that the
juvenile and domestic relations district court is in session. When issuing an emergency protective
order under this section, the judge or magistrate shall provide the protected person or the law-
enforcement officer seeking the emergency protective order with the form for use in filing
petitions pursuant to § 16.1-253.1 and written information regarding protective orders that shall
include the telephone numbers of domestic violence agencies and legal referral sources on a form
prepared by the Supreme Court. If these forms are provided to a law-enforcement officer, the
officer may provide these forms to the protected person when giving the emergency protective
order to the protected person. The respondent may at any time file a motion with the court
requesting a hearing to dissolve or modify the order issued hereunder. The hearing on the motion
shall be given precedence on the docket of the court.

D. A law-enforcement officer may request an emergency protective order pursuant to this section
and, if the person in need of protection is physically or mentally incapable of filing a petition
pursuant to § 16.1-253.1 or 16.1-279.1, may request the extension of an emergency protective
order for an additional period of time not to exceed three days after expiration of the original
order. The request for an emergency protective order or extension of an order may be made
orally, in person or by electronic means, and the judge of a circuit court, general district court, or
juvenile and domestic relations district court or a magistrate may issue an oral emergency
protective order. An oral emergency protective order issued pursuant to this section shall be
reduced to writing, by the law-enforcement officer requesting the order or the magistrate on a
preprinted form approved and provided by the Supreme Court of Virginia. The completed form
shall include a statement of the grounds for the order asserted by the officer or the allegedly
abused person.

E. The court or magistrate shall forthwith, but in all cases no later than the end of the business
day on which the order was issued, enter and transfer electronically to the Virginia Criminal
Information Network the respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex,
and race of each protected person provided to the court or magistrate. A copy of an emergency
protective order issued pursuant to this section containing any such identifying information shall
be forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service and entry
of protective orders. Upon receipt of the order by the primary law-enforcement agency, the
agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to the identifying
information and other appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into
the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and maintained by the Department
pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order shall be served forthwith upon
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the respondent and due return made to the court. However, if the order is issued by the circuit
court, the clerk of the circuit court shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the order
containing the respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of
each protected person provided to the court to the primary law-enforcement agency providing
service and entry of protective orders and upon receipt of the order, the primary law-enforcement
agency shall enter the name of the person subject to the order and other appropriate information
required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Network established and
maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order
shall be served forthwith on the respondent. Upon service, the agency making service shall enter
the date and time of service and other appropriate information required by the Department of
State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network and make due return to the court.
One copy of the order shall be given to the allegedly abused person when it is issued, and one
copy shall be filed with the written report required by subsection D of § 19.2-81.3. The judge or
magistrate who issues an oral order pursuant to an electronic request by a law-enforcement
officer shall verify the written order to determine whether the officer who reduced it to writing
accurately transcribed the contents of the oral order. The original copy shall be filed with the
clerk of the juvenile and domestic relations district court within five business days of the
issuance of the order. If the order is later dissolved or modified, a copy of the dissolution or
modification order shall also be attested, forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement
agency responsible for service and entry of protective orders, and upon receipt of the order by
the primary law-enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any
modification as necessary to the identifying information and other appropriate information
required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as
described above and the order shall be served forthwith and due return made to the court. Upon
request, the clerk shall provide the allegedly abused person with information regarding the date
and time of service.

F. The availability of an emergency protective order shall not be affected by the fact that the
family or household member left the premises to avoid the danger of family abuse by the
respondent.

G. The issuance of an emergency protective order shall not be considered evidence of any
wrongdoing by the respondent.

H. As used in this section, “law-enforcement officer” means (i) any full-time or part-time
employee of a police department or sheriff's office which is part of or administered by the
Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof and who is responsible for the prevention
and detection of crime and the enforcement of the penal, traffic, or highway laws of the
Commonwealth; (i1) any member of an auxiliary police force established pursuant to § 15.2-
1731; and (iii) any special conservator of the peace who meets the certification requirements for
a law-enforcement officer as set forth in § 15.2-1706. Part-time employees are compensated

officers who are not full-time employees as defined by the employing police department or
sheriff's office.

I. Neither a law-enforcement agency, the attorney for the Commonwealth, a court nor the clerk's
office, nor any employee of them, may disclose, except among themselves, the residential
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address, telephone number, or place of employment of the person protected by the order or that
of the family of such person, except to the extent that disclosure is (i) required by law or the
Rules of the Supreme Court, (ii) necessary for law-enforcement purposes, or (iii) permitted by
the court for good cause.

J. As used in this section:
"Copy" includes a facsimile copy.

"Physical presence" includes (i) intentionally maintaining direct visual contact with the petitioner
or (i1) unreasonably being within 100 feet from the petitioner's residence or place of
employment.

K. No fee shall be charged for filing or serving any petition or order pursuant to this section.

L. Except as provided in § 16.1-253.2, a violation of a protective order issued under this section
shall constitute contempt of court.

VA. CODE ANN. § 16.1-279.1 (2017). Protective order in cases of family abuse.

A. In cases of family abuse, including any case involving an incarcerated or recently incarcerated
respondent against whom a preliminary protective order has been issued pursuant to § 16.1-
253.1, the court may issue a protective order to protect the health and safety of the petitioner and
family or household members of the petitioner. A protective order issued under this section may
include any one or more of the following conditions to be imposed on the respondent:

1. Prohibiting acts of family abuse or criminal offenses that result in injury to person or
property;

2. Prohibiting such contacts by the respondent with the petitioner or family or household
members of the petitioner as the court deems necessary for the health or safety of such
persons;

3. Granting the petitioner possession of the residence occupied by the parties to the
exclusion of the respondent; however, no such grant of possession shall affect title to any
real or personal property;

4. Enjoining the respondent from terminating any necessary utility service to the
residence to which the petitioner was granted possession pursuant to subdivision 3 or,
where appropriate, ordering the respondent to restore utility services to that residence;

5. Granting the petitioner temporary possession or use of a motor vehicle owned by the
petitioner alone or jointly owned by the parties to the exclusion of the respondent and
enjoining the respondent from terminating any insurance, registration, or taxes on the
motor vehicle and directing the respondent to maintain the insurance, registration, and
taxes, as appropriate; however, no such grant of possession or use shall affect title to the

VA-39



vehicle;

6. Requiring that the respondent provide suitable alternative housing for the petitioner
and, if appropriate, any other family or household member and where appropriate,
requiring the respondent to pay deposits to connect or restore necessary utility services in
the alternative housing provided;

7. Ordering the respondent to participate in treatment, counseling or other programs as
the court deems appropriate;

8. Granting the petitioner the possession of any companion animal as defined in § 3.2-
6500 if such petitioner meets the definition of owner in § 3.2-6500; and

9. Any other relief necessary for the protection of the petitioner and family or household
members of the petitioner, including a provision for temporary custody or visitation of a
minor child.

Al. If a protective order is issued pursuant to subsection A, the court may also issue a temporary
child support order for the support of any children of the petitioner whom the respondent has a
legal obligation to support. Such order shall terminate upon the determination of support
pursuant to § 20-108.1.

B. The protective order may be issued for a specified period of time up to a maximum of two
years. The protective order shall expire at 11:59 p.m. on the last day specified or at 11:59 p.m. on
the last day of the two-year period if no date is specified. Prior to the expiration of the protective
order, a petitioner may file a written motion requesting a hearing to extend the order.
Proceedings to extend a protective order shall be given precedence on the docket of the court. If
the petitioner was a family or household member of the respondent at the time the initial
protective order was issued, the court may extend the protective order for a period not longer
than two years to protect the health and safety of the petitioner or persons who are family or
household members of the petitioner at the time the request for an extension is made. The
extension of the protective order shall expire at 11:59 p.m. on the last day specified or at 11:59
p.m. on the last day of the two-year period if no date is specified. Nothing herein shall limit the
number of extensions that may be requested or issued.

C. A copy of the protective order shall be served on the respondent and provided to the petitioner
as soon as possible. The court, including a circuit court if the circuit court issued the order, shall
forthwith, but in all cases no later than the end of the business day on which the order was
issued, enter and transfer electronically to the Virginia Criminal Information Network the
respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of each protected
person provided to the court and shall forthwith forward the attested copy of the protective order
containing any such identifying information to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible
for service and entry of protective orders. Upon receipt of the order by the primary law-
enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to
the identifying information and other appropriate information required by the Department of
State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and maintained by the
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Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order shall be served
forthwith upon the respondent and due return made to the court. Upon service, the agency
making service shall enter the date and time of service and other appropriate information
required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network and
make due return to the court. If the order is later dissolved or modified, a copy of the dissolution
or modification order shall also be attested, forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement
agency responsible for service and entry of protective orders, and upon receipt of the order by
the primary law-enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any
modification as necessary to the identifying information and other appropriate information
required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as
described above and the order shall be served forthwith and due return made to the court.

D. Except as otherwise provided in § 16.1-253.2, a violation of a protective order issued under
this section shall constitute contempt of court.

E. The court may assess costs and attorneys' fees against either party regardless of whether an
order of protection has been issued as a result of a full hearing.

F. Any judgment, order or decree, whether permanent or temporary, issued by a court of
appropriate jurisdiction in another state, the United States or any of its territories, possessions or
Commonwealths, the District of Columbia or by any tribal court of appropriate jurisdiction for
the purpose of preventing violent or threatening acts or harassment against or contact or
communication with or physical proximity to another person, including any of the conditions
specified in subsection A, shall be accorded full faith and credit and enforced in the
Commonwealth as if it were an order of the Commonwealth, provided reasonable notice and
opportunity to be heard were given by the issuing jurisdiction to the person against whom the
order is sought to be enforced sufficient to protect such person's due process rights and consistent
with federal law. A person entitled to protection under such a foreign order may file the order in
any juvenile and domestic relations district court by filing with the court an attested or
exemplified copy of the order. Upon such a filing, the clerk shall forthwith forward an attested
copy of the order to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service and entry of
protective orders which shall, upon receipt, enter the name of the person subject to the order and
other appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia
Criminal Information Network established and maintained by the Department pursuant to
Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52. Where practical, the court may transfer information
electronically to the Virginia Criminal Information Network.

Upon inquiry by any law-enforcement agency of the Commonwealth, the clerk shall make a
copy available of any foreign order filed with that court. A law-enforcement officer may, in the
performance of his duties, rely upon a copy of a foreign protective order or other suitable
evidence which has been provided to him by any source and may also rely upon the statement of
any person protected by the order that the order remains in effect.

G. Either party may at any time file a written motion with the court requesting a hearing to
dissolve or modify the order. Proceedings to dissolve or modify a protective order shall be given
precedence on the docket of the court.

VA-41



H. As used in this section:
“Copy” includes a facsimile copy; and
“Protective order” includes an initial, modified or extended protective order.

I. Neither a law-enforcement agency, the attorney for the Commonwealth, a court nor the clerk's
office, nor any employee of them, may disclose, except among themselves, the residential
address, telephone number, or place of employment of the person protected by the order or that
of the family of such person, except to the extent that disclosure is (i) required by law or the
Rules of the Supreme Court, (i1) necessary for law-enforcement purposes, or (iii) permitted by
the court for good cause.

J. No fee shall be charged for filing or serving any petition or order pursuant to this section.

VA. CODE ANN. § 19.2-152.8 (2017). Emergency protective orders authorized.

A. Any judge of a circuit court, general district court, juvenile and domestic relations district
court or magistrate may issue a written or oral ex parte emergency protective order pursuant to
this section in order to protect the health or safety of any person.

B. When a law-enforcement officer or an alleged victim asserts under oath to a judge or
magistrate that such person is being or has been subjected to an act of violence, force, or threat
and on that assertion or other evidence the judge or magistrate finds that (i) there is probable
danger of a further such act being committed by the respondent against the alleged victim or (i)
a petition or warrant for the arrest of the respondent has been issued for any criminal offense
resulting from the commission of an act of violence, force, or threat, the judge or magistrate shall
issue an ex parte emergency protective order imposing one or more of the following conditions
on the respondent:

1. Prohibiting acts of violence, force, or threat or criminal offenses resulting in injury to
person or property;

2. Prohibiting such contacts by the respondent with the alleged victim or the alleged
victim's family or household members, including prohibiting the respondent from being
in the physical presence of the alleged victim or the alleged victim's family or household
members, as the judge or magistrate deems necessary to protect the safety of such
persons;

3. Such other conditions as the judge or magistrate deems necessary to prevent (i) acts of
violence, force, or threat, (i1) criminal offenses resulting in injury to person or property,
or (i11) communication or other contact of any kind by the respondent; and

4. Granting the petitioner the possession of any companion animal as defined in § 3.2-
6500 if such petitioner meets the definition of owner in § 3.2-6500.

C. An emergency protective order issued pursuant to this section shall expire at 11:59 p.m. on
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the third day following issuance. If the expiration occurs on a day that the court is not in session,
the emergency protective order shall be extended until 11:59 p.m. on the next day that the court
which issued the order is in session. The respondent may at any time file a motion with the court
requesting a hearing to dissolve or modify the order. The hearing on the motion shall be given
precedence on the docket of the court.

D. A law-enforcement officer may request an emergency protective order pursuant to this section
and, if the person in need of protection is physically or mentally incapable of filing a petition
pursuant to § 19.2-152.9 or 19.2-152.10, may request the extension of an emergency protective
order for an additional period of time not to exceed three days after expiration of the original
order. The request for an emergency protective order or extension of an order may be made
orally, in person or by electronic means, and the judge of a circuit court, general district court, or
juvenile and domestic relations district court or a magistrate may issue an oral emergency
protective order. An oral emergency protective order issued pursuant to this section shall be
reduced to writing, by the law-enforcement officer requesting the order or the magistrate, on a
preprinted form approved and provided by the Supreme Court of Virginia. The completed form
shall include a statement of the grounds for the order asserted by the officer or the alleged victim
of such crime.

E. The court or magistrate shall forthwith, but in all cases no later than the end of the business
day on which the order was issued, enter and transfer electronically to the Virginia Criminal
Information Network the respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex,
and race of each protected person provided to the court or magistrate. A copy of an emergency
protective order issued pursuant to this section containing any such identifying information shall
be forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service and entry
of protective orders. Upon receipt of the order by the primary law-enforcement agency, the
agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to the identifying
information and other appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into
the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and maintained by the Department
pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order shall be served forthwith upon
the respondent and due return made to the court. However, if the order is issued by the circuit
court, the clerk of the circuit court shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the order
containing the respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of
each protected person provided to the court to the primary law-enforcement agency providing
service and entry of protective orders and upon receipt of the order, the primary law-enforcement
agency shall enter the name of the person subject to the order and other appropriate information
required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network
established and maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52
and the order shall be served forthwith upon the respondent. Upon service, the agency making
service shall enter the date and time of service and other appropriate information required into
the Virginia Criminal Information Network and make due return to the court. One copy of the
order shall be given to the alleged victim of such crime. The judge or magistrate who issues an
oral order pursuant to an electronic request by a law-enforcement officer shall verify the written
order to determine whether the officer who reduced it to writing accurately transcribed the
contents of the oral order. The original copy shall be filed with the clerk of the appropriate
district court within five business days of the issuance of the order. If the order is later dissolved
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or modified, a copy of the dissolution or modification order shall also be attested, forwarded
forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service and entry of protective
orders, and upon receipt of the order by the primary law-enforcement agency, the agency shall
forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to the identifying information and other
appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal
Information Network as described above and the order shall be served forthwith and due return
made to the court. Upon request, the clerk shall provide the alleged victim of such crime with
information regarding the date and time of service.

F. The issuance of an emergency protective order shall not be considered evidence of any
wrongdoing by the respondent.

G. As used in this section, a “law-enforcement officer” means any (i) person who is a full-time
or part-time employee of a police department or sheriff's office which is part of or administered
by the Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof and who is responsible for the
prevention and detection of crime and the enforcement of the penal, traffic or highway laws of
the Commonwealth and (ii) member of an auxiliary police force established pursuant to § 15.2-
1731. Part-time employees are compensated officers who are not full-time employees as defined
by the employing police department or sheriff's office.

H. Neither a law-enforcement agency, the attorney for the Commonwealth, a court nor the clerk's
office, nor any employee of them, may disclose, except among themselves, the residential
address, telephone number, or place of employment of the person protected by the order or that
of the family of such person, except to the extent that disclosure is (i) required by law or the
Rules of the Supreme Court, (ii) necessary for law-enforcement purposes, or (iii) permitted by
the court for good cause.

I. As used in this section:

"Copy" includes a facsimile copy.

"Physical presence" includes (1) intentionally maintaining direct visual contact with the petitioner
or (i1) unreasonably being within 100 feet from the petitioner's residence or place of
employment.

J. No fee shall be charged for filing or serving any petition pursuant to this section.

K. No emergency protective order shall be issued pursuant to this section against a law-
enforcement officer for any action arising out of the lawful performance of his duties.

VA. CODE ANN. § 19.2-152.9 (2017). Preliminary protective orders.

A. Upon the filing of a petition alleging that (i) the petitioner is or has been, within a reasonable

period of time, subjected to an act of violence, force, or threat, or (i1) a petition or warrant has
been issued for the arrest of the alleged perpetrator for any criminal offense resulting from the
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commission of an act of violence, force, or threat, the court may issue a preliminary protective
order against the alleged perpetrator in order to protect the health and safety of the petitioner or
any family or household member of the petitioner. The order may be issued in an ex parte
proceeding upon good cause shown when the petition is supported by an affidavit or sworn
testimony before the judge or intake officer. Immediate and present danger of any act of
violence, force, or threat or evidence sufficient to establish probable cause that an act of
violence, force, or threat has recently occurred shall constitute good cause.

A preliminary protective order may include any one or more of the following conditions to be
imposed on the respondent:

1. Prohibiting acts of violence, force, or threat or criminal offenses that may result in
injury to person or property;

2. Prohibiting such other contacts by the respondent with the petitioner or the petitioner's
family or household members as the court deems necessary for the health and safety of
such persons;

3. Such other conditions as the court deems necessary to prevent (i) acts of violence,
force, or threat, (i1) criminal offenses that may result in injury to person or property, or
(ii1) communication or other contact of any kind by the respondent; and

4. Granting the petitioner the possession of any companion animal as defined in § 3.2-
6500 if such petitioner meets the definition of owner in § 3.2-6500.

B. The court shall forthwith, but in all cases no later than the end of the business day on which
the order was issued, enter and transfer electronically to the Virginia Criminal Information
Network the respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of
each protected person provided to the court. A copy of a preliminary protective order containing
any such identifying information shall be forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement
agency responsible for service and entry of protective orders. Upon receipt of the order by the
primary law-enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as
necessary to the identifying information and other appropriate information required by the
Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and
maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order
shall be served forthwith on the alleged perpetrator in person as provided in § 16.1-264, and due
return made to the court. However, if the order is issued by the circuit court, the clerk of the
circuit court shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the order containing the respondent's
identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of each protected person
provided to the court to the primary law-enforcement agency providing service and entry of
protective orders and upon receipt of the order, the primary law-enforcement agency shall enter
the name of the person subject to the order and other appropriate information required by the
Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and
maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order
shall be served forthwith on the alleged perpetrator in person as provided in § 16.1-264. Upon
service, the agency making service shall enter the date and time of service and other appropriate
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information required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information
Network and make due return to the court. The preliminary order shall specify a date for the full
hearing. The hearing shall be held within 15 days of the issuance of the preliminary order. If the
respondent fails to appear at this hearing because the respondent was not personally served, the
court may extend the protective order for a period not to exceed six months. The extended
protective order shall be served as soon as possible on the respondent. However, upon motion of
the respondent and for good cause shown, the court may continue the hearing. The preliminary
order shall remain in effect until the hearing. Upon request after the order is issued, the clerk
shall provide the petitioner with a copy of the order and information regarding the date and time
of service. The order shall further specify that either party may at any time file a motion with the
court requesting a hearing to dissolve or modify the order. The hearing on the motion shall be
given precedence on the docket of the court.

Upon receipt of the return of service or other proof of service pursuant to subsection C of § 16.1-
264, the clerk shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the preliminary protective order to
primary law-enforcement agency and the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any
modification as necessary into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as described above. If
the order is later dissolved or modified, a copy of the dissolution or modification order shall also
be attested, forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service
and entry of protective orders, and upon receipt of the order by the primary law-enforcement
agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to the
identifying information and other appropriate information required by the Department of State
Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as described above and the order shall be
served forthwith and due return made to the court.

C. The preliminary order is effective upon personal service on the alleged perpetrator. Except as
otherwise provided, a violation of the order shall constitute contempt of court.

D. At a full hearing on the petition, the court may issue a protective order pursuant to § 19.2-
152.10 if the court finds that the petitioner has proven the allegation that the petitioner is or has
been, within a reasonable period of time, subjected to an act of violence, force, or threat by a
preponderance of the evidence.

E. No fees shall be charged for filing or serving petitions pursuant to this section.

F. Neither a law-enforcement agency, the attorney for the Commonwealth, a court nor the clerk's
office, nor any employee of them, may disclose, except among themselves, the residential
address, telephone number, or place of employment of the person protected by the order or that
of the family of such person, except to the extent that disclosure is (i) required by law or the
Rules of the Supreme Court, (ii) necessary for law-enforcement purposes, or (iii) permitted by
the court for good cause.

G. As used in this section, “copy” includes a facsimile copy.
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VA. CODE ANN. § 19.2-152.10 (2017). Protective order.

A. The court may issue a protective order pursuant to this chapter to protect the health and safety
of the petitioner and family or household members of a petitioner upon (i) the issuance of a

petition or warrant for, or a conviction of, any criminal offense resulting from the commission of
an act of violence, force, or threat or (ii) a hearing held pursuant to subsection D of § 19.2-152.9.

A protective order issued under this section may include any one or more of the following
conditions to be imposed on the respondent:

1. Prohibiting acts of violence, force, or threat or criminal offenses that may result in
injury to person or property;

2. Prohibiting such contacts by the respondent with the petitioner or family or household
members of the petitioner as the court deems necessary for the health or safety of such
persons;

3. Any other relief necessary to prevent (i) acts of violence, force, or threat, (ii) criminal
offenses that may result in injury to person or property, or (iii) communication or other
contact of any kind by the respondent; and

4. Granting the petitioner the possession of any companion animal as defined in § 3.2-
6500 if such petitioner meets the definition of owner in § 3.2-6500.

B. The protective order may be issued for a specified period of time up to a maximum of two
years. The protective order shall expire at 11:59 p.m. on the last day specified or at 11:59 p.m. on
the last day of the two-year period if no date is specified. Prior to the expiration of the protective
order, a petitioner may file a written motion requesting a hearing to extend the order.
Proceedings to extend a protective order shall be given precedence on the docket of the court.
The court may extend the protective order for a period not longer than two years to protect the
health and safety of the petitioner or persons who are family or household members of the
petitioner at the time the request for an extension is made. The extension of the protective order
shall expire at 11:59 p.m. on the last day specified or at 11:59 p.m. on the last day of the two-
year period if no date is specified. Nothing herein shall limit the number of extensions that may
be requested or issued.

C. A copy of the protective order shall be served on the respondent and provided to the petitioner
as soon as possible. The court, including a circuit court if the circuit court issued the order, shall
forthwith, but in all cases no later than the end of the business day on which the order was
issued, enter and transfer electronically to the Virginia Criminal Information Network the
respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of each protected
person provided to the court and shall forthwith forward the attested copy of the protective order
and containing any such identifying information to the primary law-enforcement agency
responsible for service and entry of protective orders. Upon receipt of the order by the primary
law-enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as
necessary to the identifying information and other appropriate information required by the

VA-47



Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and
maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order
shall be served forthwith upon the respondent and due return made to the court. Upon service,
the agency making service shall enter the date and time of service and other appropriate
information required into the Virginia Criminal Information Network and make due return to the
court. If the order is later dissolved or modified, a copy of the dissolution or modification order
shall also be attested, forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible
for service and entry of protective orders, and upon receipt of the order by the primary law-
enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to
the identifying information and other appropriate information required by the Department of
State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as described above and the order
shall be served forthwith and due return made to the court.

D. Except as otherwise provided, a violation of a protective order issued under this section shall
constitute contempt of court.

E. The court may assess costs and attorneys' fees against either party regardless of whether an
order of protection has been issued as a result of a full hearing.

F. Any judgment, order or decree, whether permanent or temporary, issued by a court of
appropriate jurisdiction in another state, the United States or any of its territories, possessions or
Commonwealths, the District of Columbia or by any tribal court of appropriate jurisdiction for
the purpose of preventing violent or threatening acts or harassment against or contact or
communication with or physical proximity to another person, including any of the conditions
specified in subsection A, shall be accorded full faith and credit and enforced in the
Commonwealth as if it were an order of the Commonwealth, provided reasonable notice and
opportunity to be heard were given by the issuing jurisdiction to the person against whom the
order is sought to be enforced sufficient to protect such person's due process rights and consistent
with federal law. A person entitled to protection under such a foreign order may file the order in
any appropriate district court by filing with the court, an attested or exemplified copy of the
order. Upon such a filing, the clerk shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the order to the
primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service and entry of protective orders which
shall, upon receipt, enter the name of the person subject to the order and other appropriate
information required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information
Network established and maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.)
of Title 52. Where practical, the court may transfer information electronically to the Virginia
Criminal Information Network.

Upon inquiry by any law-enforcement agency of the Commonwealth, the clerk shall make a
copy available of any foreign order filed with that court. A law-enforcement officer may, in the
performance of his duties, rely upon a copy of a foreign protective order or other suitable
evidence which has been provided to him by any source and may also rely upon the statement of
any person protected by the order that the order remains in effect.

G. Either party may at any time file a written motion with the court requesting a hearing to
dissolve or modify the order. Proceedings to modify or dissolve a protective order shall be given
precedence on the docket of the court.
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H. Neither a law-enforcement agency, the attorney for the Commonwealth, a court nor the clerk's
office, nor any employee of them, may disclose, except among themselves, the residential
address, telephone number, or place of employment of the person protected by the order or that
of the family of such person, except to the extent that disclosure is (i) required by law or the
Rules of the Supreme Court, (ii) necessary for law-enforcement purposes, or (iii) permitted by
the court for good cause.

I. No fees shall be charged for filing or serving petitions pursuant to this section.
J. As used in this section:

“Copy” includes a facsimile copy; and
“Protective order” includes an initial, modified or extended protective order.
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6. RESTITUTION / REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS / BONDING & LIENS

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6569 (2017). Seizure and impoundment of animals; notice and
hearing; disposition of animal; disposition of proceeds upon sale.

A. Any humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or animal control officer may lawfully
seize and impound any animal that has been abandoned, has been cruelly treated, or is suffering
from an apparent violation of this chapter that has rendered the animal in such a condition as to
constitute a direct and immediate threat to its life, safety or health. The seizure or impoundment
of an equine resulting from a violation of clause (iii) of subsection A or clause (ii) of subsection
B of § 3.2-6570 may be undertaken only by the State Veterinarian or State Veterinarian’s
representative who has received training in the examination and detection of sore horses as
required by 9 C.F.R. Part 11.7.

B. Before seizing or impounding any agricultural animal, the humane investigator, law-
enforcement officer or animal control officer shall contact the State Veterinarian or State
Veterinarian’s representative, who shall recommend to the person the most appropriate action for
effecting the seizure and impoundment. The humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or
animal control officer shall notify the owner of the agricultural animal and the local attorney for
the Commonwealth of the recommendation. The humane investigator, law-enforcement officer
or animal control officer may impound the agricultural animal on the land where the agricultural
animal is located if:

1. The owner or tenant of the land where the agricultural animal is located gives written
permission;

2. A general district court so orders; or

3. The owner or tenant of the land where the agricultural animal is located cannot be
immediately located, and it is in the best interest of the agricultural animal to be
impounded on the land where it is located until the written permission of the owner or
tenant of the land can be obtained.

If there is a direct and immediate threat to an agricultural animal, the humane investigator, law-
enforcement officer or animal control officer may seize the animal, in which case the humane
investigator, law-enforcement officer or animal control officer shall file within five business
days on a form approved by the State Veterinarian a report on the condition of the animal at the
time of the seizure, the location of impoundment, and any other information required by the State
Veterinarian.

C. Upon seizing or impounding an animal, the humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or
animal control officer shall petition the general district court in the city or county where the
animal is seized for a hearing. The hearing shall be not more than 10 business days from the date
of the seizure of the animal. The hearing shall be to determine whether the animal has been
abandoned, has been cruelly treated, or has not been provided adequate care.
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D. The humane investigator, law-enforcement officer, or animal control officer shall cause to be
served upon the person with a right of property in the animal or the custodian of the animal
notice of the hearing. If such person or the custodian is known and residing within the
jurisdiction wherein the animal is seized, written notice shall be given at least five days prior to
the hearing of the time and place of the hearing. If such person or the custodian is known but
residing out of the jurisdiction where such animal is seized, written notice by any method or
service of process as is provided by the Code of Virginia shall be given. If such person or the
custodian is not known, the humane investigator, law-enforcement officer, or animal control
officer shall cause to be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the jurisdiction
wherein such animal is seized notice of the hearing at least one time prior to the hearing and shall
further cause notice of the hearing to be posted at least five days prior to the hearing at the place
provided for public notices at the city hall or courthouse wherein such hearing shall be held.

E. The procedure for appeal and trial shall be the same as provided by law for misdemeanors.
Trial by jury shall be as provided in Article 4 (8 19.2-260 et seq.) of Chapter 15 of Title 19.2.
The Commonwealth shall be required to prove its case beyond a reasonable doubt.

F. The humane investigator, law-enforcement officer, or animal control officer shall provide for
such animal until the court has concluded the hearing. Any locality may require the owner of any
animal held pursuant to this subsection for more than thirty days to post a bond in surety with
the locality for the amount of the cost of boarding the animal for a period of time set by
ordinance, not to exceed nine months.

In any locality that has not adopted such an ordinance, a court may order the owner of an
animal held pursuant to this subsection for more than 30 days to post a bond in surety with the
locality for the amount of the cost of boarding the animal for a period of time not to exceed nine
months. The bond shall not be forfeited if the owner is found to be not guilty of the violation.

If the court determines that the animal has been neither abandoned, cruelly treated, nor deprived
of adequate care, the animal shall be returned to the owner. If the court determines that the
animal has been (i) abandoned or cruelly treated, (ii) deprived of adequate care, as that term is
defined in § 3.2-6500, or (iii) raised as a dog that has been, is, or is intended to be used in
dogfighting in violation of 8 3.2-6571, then the court shall order that the animal may be: (a) sold
by a local governing body, if not a companion animal; (b) disposed of by a local governing body
pursuant to subsection D of § 3.2-6546, whether such animal is a companion animal or an
agricultural animal; or (c) delivered to the person with a right of property in the animal as
provided in subsection G.

G. In no case shall the owner be allowed to purchase, adopt, or otherwise obtain the animal if the
court determines that the animal has been abandoned, cruelly treated, or deprived of adequate
care. The court shall direct that the animal be delivered to the person with a right of property in
the animal, upon his request, if the court finds that the abandonment, cruel treatment, or
deprivation of adequate care is not attributable to the actions or inactions of such person.
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H. The court shall order the owner of any animal determined to have been abandoned, cruelly
treated, or deprived of adequate care to pay all reasonable expenses incurred in caring and
providing for such animal from the time the animal is seized until such time that the animal is
disposed of in accordance with the provisions of this section, to the provider of such care.

I. The court may prohibit the possession or ownership of other companion animals by the owner
of any companion animal found to have been abandoned, cruelly treated, or deprived of adequate
care. In making a determination to prohibit the possession or ownership of companion animals,
the court may take into consideration the owner’s past record of convictions under this chapter or
other laws prohibiting cruelty to animals or pertaining to the care or treatment of animals and the
owner’s mental and physical condition.

J. If the court finds that an agricultural animal has been abandoned or cruelly treated, the court
may prohibit the possession or ownership of any other agricultural animal by the owner of the
agricultural animal if the owner has exhibited a pattern of abandoning or cruelly treating
agricultural animals as evidenced by previous convictions of violating § 3.2-6504 or 3.2-6570. In
making a determination to prohibit the possession or ownership of agricultural animals, the court
may take into consideration the owner’s mental and physical condition.

K. Any person who is prohibited from owning or possessing animals pursuant to subsection | or
J may petition the court to repeal the prohibition after two years have elapsed from the date of
entry of the court’s order. The court may, in its discretion, repeal the prohibition if the person can
prove to the satisfaction of the court that the cause for the prohibition has ceased to exist.

L. When a sale occurs, the proceeds shall first be applied to the costs of the sale then next to the
unreimbursed expenses for the care and provision of the animal, and the remaining proceeds, if
any, shall be paid over to the owner of the animal. If the owner of the animal cannot be found,
the proceeds remaining shall be paid into the Literary Fund.

M. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the humane destruction of a critically

injured or ill animal for humane purposes by the impounding humane investigator, law-
enforcement officer, animal control officer, or licensed veterinarian.
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1. SE1ZURE / ON-SITE SUPERVISION

VA. CODE ANN. 8§ 3.2-6564 (2017). Complaint of suspected violation; investigation.

A. Upon receiving a complaint of a suspected violation of this chapter, any ordinance enacted
pursuant to this chapter or any law for the protection of domestic animals, any animal control
officer, law-enforcement officer, or State Veterinarian’s representative may, for the purpose of
investigating the allegations of the complaint, enter upon, during business hours, any business
premises, including any place where animals or animal records are housed or kept, of any
dealer, pet shop, groomer, or boarding establishment. Upon receiving a complaint of a
suspected violation of any law or ordinance regarding care or treatment of animals or disposal
of dead animals, any humane investigator may, for the purpose of investigating the allegations of
the complaint, enter upon, during business hours, any business premises, including any place
where animals or animal records are housed or kept, of any dealer, pet shop, groomer, or
boarding establishment.

Upon obtaining a warrant as provided for in § 3.2-6568, the law-enforcement officer, animal
control officer, State Veterinarian’s representative, or humane investigator may enter upon any
other premises where the animal or animals described in the complaint are housed or kept.
Attorneys for the Commonwealth and law-enforcement officials shall provide such assistance as
may be required in the conduct of such investigations.

B. If the investigation discloses that a violation of § 3.2-6503 has occurred, the investigating
official shall notify the owner or custodian of the complaint and of what action is necessary to
comply with this chapter.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6565 (2017). Impoundment; expenses; lien; disposition of animal.

When an animal control officer, humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or State
Veterinarian’s representative finds that an apparent violation of this chapter has rendered an
animal in such a condition as to constitute a direct and immediate threat to its life, safety or
health that the owner or custodian has failed to remedy, such animal control officer, humane
investigator, law-enforcement officer or State Veterinarian’s representative may impound the
animal pursuant to 8 3.2-6569 in a facility that will provide the elements of good care as set
forth in 8 3.2-6503 and shall then proceed to take such steps as are required to dispose of the
animal pursuant to § 3.2-6569.
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VA. CODE ANN. 8 3.2-6568 (2017). Power of search for violations of statutes against cruelty
to animals.

When an affidavit is made under oath before a magistrate or court of competent jurisdiction by
any animal control officer, humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or State Veterinarian’s
representative that the complainant believes and has reasonable cause to believe that the laws in
relation to cruelty to animals have been, are being, or are about to be violated in any particular
building or place, such magistrate or judge, if satisfied that there is reasonable cause for such
belief, shall issue a warrant authorizing any sheriff, deputy sheriff, or police officer to search the
building or place. After issuing a warrant under this section, the magistrate or judge shall file
the affidavit in the manner prescribed by § 19.2-54. After executing the warrant, the animal
control officer, humane investigator, law-enforcement officer, or State Veterinarian’s
representative shall return the warrant to the clerk of the circuit court of the city or county
wherein the search was made.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6569 (2017). Seizure and impoundment of animals; notice and
hearing; disposition of animal; disposition of proceeds upon sale.

A. Any humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or animal control officer may lawfully seize
and impound any animal that has been abandoned, has been cruelly treated, or is suffering from
an apparent violation of this chapter that has rendered the animal in such a condition as to
constitute a direct and immediate threat to its life, safety or health. The seizure or impoundment
of an equine resulting from a violation of clause (iii) of subsection A or clause (ii) of subsection
B of § 3.2-6570 may be undertaken only by the State Veterinarian or State Veterinarian’s
representative who has received training in the examination and detection of sore horses as
required by 9 C.F.R. Part 11.7.

B. Before seizing or impounding any agricultural animal, the humane investigator, law-
enforcement officer or animal control officer shall contact the State Veterinarian or State
Veterinarian’s representative, who shall recommend to the person the most appropriate action
for effecting the seizure and impoundment. The humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or
animal control officer shall notify the owner of the agricultural animal and the local attorney for
the Commonwealth of the recommendation. The humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or
animal control officer may impound the agricultural animal on the land where the agricultural
animal is located if:

1. The owner or tenant of the land where the agricultural animal is located gives written
permission;

2. A general district court so orders; or
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3. The owner or tenant of the land where the agricultural animal is located cannot be
immediately located, and it is in the best interest of the agricultural animal to be
impounded on the land where it is located until the written permission of the owner or
tenant of the land can be obtained.

If there is a direct and immediate threat to an agricultural animal, the humane investigator, law-
enforcement officer or animal control officer may seize the animal, in which case the humane
investigator, law-enforcement officer or animal control officer shall file within five business days
on a form approved by the State Veterinarian a report on the condition of the animal at the time
of the seizure, the location of impoundment, and any other information required by the State
Veterinarian.

C. Upon seizing or impounding an animal, the humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or
animal control officer shall petition the general district court in the city or county where the
animal is seized for a hearing. The hearing shall be not more than 10 business days from the
date of the seizure of the animal. The hearing shall be to determine whether the animal has been
abandoned, has been cruelly treated, or has not been provided adequate care.

D. The humane investigator, law-enforcement officer, or animal control officer shall cause to be
served upon the person with a right of property in the animal or the custodian of the animal
notice of the hearing. If such person or the custodian is known and residing within the
jurisdiction wherein the animal is seized, written notice shall be given at least five days prior to
the hearing of the time and place of the hearing. If such person or the custodian is known but
residing out of the jurisdiction where such animal is seized, written notice by any method or
service of process as is provided by the Code of Virginia shall be given. If such person or the
custodian is not known, the humane investigator, law-enforcement officer, or animal control
officer shall cause to be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the jurisdiction
wherein such animal is seized notice of the hearing at least one time prior to the hearing and
shall further cause notice of the hearing to be posted at least five days prior to the hearing at the
place provided for public notices at the city hall or courthouse wherein such hearing shall be
held.

E. The procedure for appeal and trial shall be the same as provided by law for misdemeanors.
Trial by jury shall be as provided in Article 4 (8§ 19.2-260 et seq.) of Chapter 15 of Title 19.2.
The Commonwealth shall be required to prove its case beyond a reasonable doubt.

F. The humane investigator, law-enforcement officer, or animal control officer shall provide for
such animal until the court has concluded the hearing. Any locality may require the owner of
any animal held pursuant to this subsection for more than thirty days to post a bond in surety
with the locality for the amount of the cost of boarding the animal for a period of time set by
ordinance, not to exceed nine months.
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In any locality that has not adopted such an ordinance, a court may order the owner of an animal
held pursuant to this subsection for more than 30 days to post a bond in surety with the locality
for the amount of the cost of boarding the animal for a period of time not to exceed nine months.
The bond shall not be forfeited if the owner is found to be not guilty of the violation.

If the court determines that the animal has been neither abandoned, cruelly treated, nor deprived
of adequate care, the animal shall be returned to the owner. If the court determines that the
animal has been (i) abandoned or cruelly treated, (ii) deprived of adequate care, as that term is
defined in § 3.2-6500, or (iii) raised as a dog that has been, is, or is intended to be used in
dogfighting in violation of 8 3.2-6571, then the court shall order that the animal may be: (a) sold
by a local governing body, if not a companion animal; (b) disposed of by a local governing body
pursuant to subsection D of § 3.2-6546, whether such animal is a companion animal or an
agricultural animal; or (c) delivered to the person with a right of property in the animal as
provided in subsection G.

G. In no case shall the owner be allowed to purchase, adopt, or otherwise obtain the animal if
the court determines that the animal has been abandoned, cruelly treated, or deprived of
adequate care. The court shall direct that the animal be delivered to the person with a right of
property in the animal, upon his request, if the court finds that the abandonment, cruel
treatment, or deprivation of adequate care is not attributable to the actions or inactions of such
person.

H. The court shall order the owner of any animal determined to have been abandoned, cruelly
treated, or deprived of adequate care to pay all reasonable expenses incurred in caring and
providing for such animal from the time the animal is seized until such time that the animal is
disposed of in accordance with the provisions of this section, to the provider of such care.

I. The court may prohibit the possession or ownership of other companion animals by the owner
of any companion animal found to have been abandoned, cruelly treated, or deprived of adequate
care. In making a determination to prohibit the possession or ownership of companion animals,
the court may take into consideration the owner’s past record of convictions under this chapter or
other laws prohibiting cruelty to animals or pertaining to the care or treatment of animals and the
owner’s mental and physical condition.

J. If the court finds that an agricultural animal has been abandoned or cruelly treated, the court
may prohibit the possession or ownership of any other agricultural animal by the owner of the
agricultural animal if the owner has exhibited a pattern of abandoning or cruelly treating
agricultural animals as evidenced by previous convictions of violating § 3.2-6504 or 3.2-6570. In
making a determination to prohibit the possession or ownership of agricultural animals, the court
may take into consideration the owner’s mental and physical condition.

K. Any person who is prohibited from owning or possessing animals pursuant to subsection | or
J may petition the court to repeal the prohibition after two years have elapsed from the date of
entry of the court’s order. The court may, in its discretion, repeal the prohibition if the person can
prove to the satisfaction of the court that the cause for the prohibition has ceased to exist.
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L. When a sale occurs, the proceeds shall first be applied to the costs of the sale then next to the
unreimbursed expenses for the care and provision of the animal, and the remaining proceeds, if
any, shall be paid over to the owner of the animal. If the owner of the animal cannot be found,
the proceeds remaining shall be paid into the Literary Fund.

M. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the humane destruction of a critically

injured or ill animal for humane purposes by the impounding humane investigator, law-
enforcement officer, animal control officer, or licensed veterinarian.
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8. FORFEITURE / POSSESSION

VA. CODE ANN. 8§ 3.2-6569 (2017). Seizure and impoundment of animals; notice and
hearing; disposition of animal; disposition of proceeds upon sale.

A. Any humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or animal control officer may lawfully
seize and impound any animal that has been abandoned, has been cruelly treated, or is suffering
from an apparent violation of this chapter that has rendered the animal in such a condition as to
constitute a direct and immediate threat to its life, safety or health. The seizure or impoundment
of an equine resulting from a violation of clause (iii) of subsection A or clause (ii) of subsection
B of § 3.2-6570 may be undertaken only by the State Veterinarian or State Veterinarian’s
representative who has received training in the examination and detection of sore horses as
required by 9 C.F.R. Part 11.7.

B. Before seizing or impounding any agricultural animal, the humane investigator, law-
enforcement officer or animal control officer shall contact the State Veterinarian or State
Veterinarian’s representative, who shall recommend to the person the most appropriate action for
effecting the seizure and impoundment. The humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or
animal control officer shall notify the owner of the agricultural animal and the local attorney for
the Commonwealth of the recommendation. The humane investigator, law-enforcement officer
or animal control officer may impound the agricultural animal on the land where the agricultural
animal is located if:

1. The owner or tenant of the land where the agricultural animal is located gives written
permission;

2. A general district court so orders; or

3. The owner or tenant of the land where the agricultural animal is located cannot be
immediately located, and it is in the best interest of the agricultural animal to be
impounded on the land where it is located until the written permission of the owner or
tenant of the land can be obtained.

If there is a direct and immediate threat to an agricultural animal, the humane investigator, law-
enforcement officer or animal control officer may seize the animal, in which case the humane
investigator, law-enforcement officer or animal control officer shall file within five business
days on a form approved by the State Veterinarian a report on the condition of the animal at the
time of the seizure, the location of impoundment, and any other information required by the State
Veterinarian.
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C. Upon seizing or impounding an animal, the humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or
animal control officer shall petition the general district court in the city or county where the
animal is seized for a hearing. The hearing shall be not more than 10 business days from the date
of the seizure of the animal. The hearing shall be to determine whether the animal has been
abandoned, has been cruelly treated, or has not been provided adequate care.

D. The humane investigator, law-enforcement officer, or animal control officer shall cause to be
served upon the person with a right of property in the animal or the custodian of the animal
notice of the hearing. If such person or the custodian is known and residing within the
jurisdiction wherein the animal is seized, written notice shall be given at least five days prior to
the hearing of the time and place of the hearing. If such person or the custodian is known but
residing out of the jurisdiction where such animal is seized, written notice by any method or
service of process as is provided by the Code of Virginia shall be given. If such person or the
custodian is not known, the humane investigator, law-enforcement officer, or animal control
officer shall cause to be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the jurisdiction
wherein such animal is seized notice of the hearing at least one time prior to the hearing and shall
further cause notice of the hearing to be posted at least five days prior to the hearing at the place
provided for public notices at the city hall or courthouse wherein such hearing shall be held.

E. The procedure for appeal and trial shall be the same as provided by law for misdemeanors.
Trial by jury shall be as provided in Article 4 (8 19.2-260 et seq.) of Chapter 15 of Title 19.2.
The Commonwealth shall be required to prove its case beyond a reasonable doubt.

F. The humane investigator, law-enforcement officer, or animal control officer shall provide for
such animal until the court has concluded the hearing. Any locality may require the owner of any
animal held pursuant to this subsection for more than thirty days to post a bond in surety with the
locality for the amount of the cost of boarding the animal for a period of time set by ordinance,
not to exceed nine months.

In any locality that has not adopted such an ordinance, a court may order the owner of an animal
held pursuant to this subsection for more than 30 days to post a bond in surety with the locality
for the amount of the cost of boarding the animal for a period of time not to exceed nine months.
The bond shall not be forfeited if the owner is found to be not guilty of the violation.

If the court determines that the animal has been neither abandoned, cruelly treated, nor deprived
of adequate care, the animal shall be returned to the owner. If the court determines that the
animal has been (i) abandoned or cruelly treated, (ii) deprived of adequate care, as that term is
defined in § 3.2-6500, or (iii) raised as a dog that has been, is, or is intended to be used in
dogfighting in violation of 8 3.2-6571, then the court shall order that the animal may be: (a) sold
by a local governing body, if not a companion animal; (b) disposed of by a local governing body
pursuant to subsection D of § 3.2-6546, whether such animal is a companion animal or an
agricultural animal; or (c) delivered to the person with a right of property in the animal as
provided in subsection G.
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G. In no case shall the owner be allowed to purchase, adopt, or otherwise obtain the animal if
the court determines that the animal has been abandoned, cruelly treated, or deprived of
adequate care. The court shall direct that the animal be delivered to the person with a right of
property in the animal, upon his request, if the court finds that the abandonment, cruel
treatment, or deprivation of adequate care is not attributable to the actions or inactions of such
person.

H. The court shall order the owner of any animal determined to have been abandoned, cruelly
treated, or deprived of adequate care to pay all reasonable expenses incurred in caring and
providing for such animal from the time the animal is seized until such time that the animal is
disposed of in accordance with the provisions of this section, to the provider of such care.

I. The court may prohibit the possession or ownership of other companion animals by the owner
of any companion animal found to have been abandoned, cruelly treated, or deprived of
adequate care. In making a determination to prohibit the possession or ownership of companion
animals, the court may take into consideration the owner’s past record of convictions under this
chapter or other laws prohibiting cruelty to animals or pertaining to the care or treatment of
animals and the owner s mental and physical condition.

J. If the court finds that an agricultural animal has been abandoned or cruelly treated, the court
may prohibit the possession or ownership of any other agricultural animal by the owner of the
agricultural animal if the owner has exhibited a pattern of abandoning or cruelly treating
agricultural animals as evidenced by previous convictions of violating § 3.2-6504 or 3.2-6570.
In making a determination to prohibit the possession or ownership of agricultural animals, the
court may take into consideration the owner s mental and physical condition.

K. Any person who is prohibited from owning or possessing animals pursuant to subsection | or
J may petition the court to repeal the prohibition after two years have elapsed from the date of
entry of the court’s order. The court may, in its discretion, repeal the prohibition if the person
can prove to the satisfaction of the court that the cause for the prohibition has ceased to exist.

L. When a sale occurs, the proceeds shall first be applied to the costs of the sale then next to the
unreimbursed expenses for the care and provision of the animal, and the remaining proceeds, if
any, shall be paid over to the owner of the animal. If the owner of the animal cannot be found,
the proceeds remaining shall be paid into the Literary Fund.

M. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the humane destruction of a critically

injured or ill animal for humane purposes by the impounding humane investigator, law-
enforcement officer, animal control officer, or licensed veterinarian.
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VA. CODE ANN. 8§ 3.2-6570 (2017). Cruelty to animals; penalty.

A. Any person who: (i) overrides, overdrives, overloads, tortures, ill-treats, abandons, willfully
inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with bona fide scientific or medical
experimentation, or cruelly or unnecessarily beats, maims, mutilates, or kills any animal, whether
belonging to himself or another; (ii) deprives any animal of necessary food, drink, shelter or
emergency veterinary treatment; (iii) sores any equine for any purpose or administers drugs or
medications to alter or mask such soring for the purpose of sale, show, or exhibition of any kind,
unless such administration of drugs or medications is within the context of a veterinary client-
patient relationship and solely for therapeutic purposes; (iv) ropes, lassoes, or otherwise obstructs
or interferes with one or more legs of an equine in order to intentionally cause it to trip or fall for
the purpose of engagement in a rodeo, contest, exhibition, entertainment, or sport unless such
actions are in the practice of accepted animal husbandry or for the purpose of allowing veterinary
care; (v) willfully sets on foot, instigates, engages in, or in any way furthers any act of cruelty to
any animal; (vi) carries or causes to be carried by any vehicle, vessel or otherwise any animal in
a cruel, brutal, or inhumane manner, so as to produce torture or unnecessary suffering; or (vii)
causes any of the above things, or being the owner of such animal permits such acts to be done
by another is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

In addition to the penalties provided in this subsection, the court may, in its discretion, require
any person convicted of a violation of this subsection to attend an anger management or other
appropriate treatment program or obtain psychiatric or psychological counseling. The court may
impose the costs of such a program or counseling upon the person convicted.

B. Any person who: (i) tortures, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with
bona fide scientific or medical experimentation, or cruelly and unnecessarily beats, maims,
mutilates or kills any animal whether belonging to himself or another; (ii) sores any equine for
any purpose or administers drugs or medications to alter or mask such soring for the purpose of
sale, show, or exhibit of any kind, unless such administration of drugs or medications is under
the supervision of a licensed veterinarian and solely for therapeutic purposes; (iii) ropes, lassoes,
or otherwise obstructs or interferes with one or more legs of an equine in order to intentionally
cause it to trip or fall for the purpose of engagement in a rodeo, contest, exhibition,
entertainment, or sport unless such actions are in the practice of accepted animal husbandry or
for the purpose of allowing veterinary care; (iv) maliciously deprives any companion animal of
necessary food, drink, shelter or emergency veterinary treatment; (v) instigates, engages in, or in
any way furthers any act of cruelty to any animal set forth in clauses (i) through (iv) or (vi)
causes any of the actions described in clauses (i) through (v), or being the owner of such animal
permits such acts to be done by another; and has been within five years convicted of a violation
of this subsection or subsection A, is guilty of a Class 6 felony if the current violation or any
previous violation of this subsection or subsection A resulted in the death of an animal or the
euthanasia of an animal based on the recommendation of a licensed veterinarian upon
determination that such euthanasia was necessary due to the condition of the animal, and such
condition was a direct result of a violation of this subsection or subsection A.
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C. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the dehorning of cattle conducted in a
reasonable and customary manner.

D. This section shall not prohibit authorized wildlife management activities or hunting, fishing or
trapping as regulated under other titles of the Code of Virginia, including Title 29.1, or to
farming activities as provided under this title or regulations adopted hereunder.

E. It is unlawful for any person to kill a domestic dog or cat for the purpose of obtaining the hide,
fur or pelt of the dog or cat. A violation of this subsection is a Class 1 misdemeanor. A second or
subsequent violation of this subsection is a Class 6 felony.

F. Any person who: (i) tortures, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with
bona fide scientific or medical experimentation or cruelly and unnecessarily beats, maims or
mutilates any dog or cat that is a companion animal whether belonging to him or another; and (ii)
as a direct result causes the death of such dog or cat that is a companion animal, or the euthanasia
of such animal on the recommendation of a licensed veterinarian upon determination that such
euthanasia was necessary due to the condition of the animal, is guilty of a Class 6 felony. If a
dog or cat is attacked on its owner’s property by a dog so as to cause injury or death, the owner
of the injured dog or cat may use all reasonable and necessary force against the dog at the time of
the attack to protect his dog or cat. Such owner may be presumed to have taken necessary and
appropriate action to defend his dog or cat and shall therefore be presumed not to have violated
this subsection. The provisions of this subsection shall not overrule § 3.2-6540, 3.2-6540.1, or
3.2-6552.

G. Any person convicted of violating this section may be prohibited by the court from possession
or ownership of companion animals.
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Q. CROSS ENFORCEMENT / REPORTING
VA. CODE ANN. § 63.2-1509 (2017). Physicians, nurses, teachers, etc., to report certain
injuries to children; penalty for failure to report.
A. The following persons who, in their professional or official capacity, have reason to suspect
that a child is an abused or neglected child, shall report the matter immediately to the local
department of the county or city wherein the child resides or wherein the abuse or neglect is
believed to have occurred or to the Department s toll-free child abuse and neglect hotline:
1. Any person licensed to practice medicine or any of the healing arts;
2. Any hospital resident or intern, and any person employed in the nursing profession;
3. Any person employed as a social worker or family-services specialist;

4. Any probation officer;

5. Any teacher or other person employed in a public or private school, kindergarten or
nursery school;

6. Any person providing full-time or part-time child care for pay on a regularly planned
basis;

7. Any mental health professional;

8. Any law-enforcement officer or animal control officer;

9. Any mediator eligible to receive court referrals pursuant to § 8.01-576.8;

10. Any professional staff person, not previously enumerated, employed by a private or
state-operated hospital, institution or facility to which children have been committed or

where children have been placed for care and treatment;

11. Any person associated with or employed by any private organization responsible for
the care, custody or control of children;

12. Any person who is designated a court-appointed special advocate pursuant to Article
5 (8 9.1-151 et seq.) of Chapter 1 of Title 9.1;

13. Any person, over the age of 18 years, who has received training approved by the

Department of Social Services for the purposes of recognizing and reporting child abuse
and neglect;
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14. Any person employed by a local department as defined in § 63.2-100 who determines
eligibility for public assistance; and

15. Any emergency medical services provider certified by the Board of Health pursuant
to § 32.1-111.5, unless such provider immediately reports the matter directly to the
attending physician at the hospital to which the child is transported, who shall make such
report forthwith;

This subsection shall not apply to any regular minister, priest, rabbi, imam, or duly accredited
practitioner of any religious organization or denomination usually referred to as a church as it
relates to (i) information required by the doctrine of the religious organization or denomination
to be kept in a confidential manner or (ii) information that would be subject to § 8.01-400 or
19.2-271.3 if offered as evidence in court.

If neither the locality in which the child resides nor where the abuse or neglect is believed to
have occurred is known, then such report shall be made to the local department of the county or
city where the abuse or neglect was discovered or to the Department’s toll-free child abuse and
neglect hotline.

If an employee of the local department is suspected of abusing or neglecting a child, the report
shall be made to the court of the county or city where the abuse or neglect was discovered. Upon
receipt of such a report by the court, the judge shall assign the report to a local department that is
not the employer of the suspected employee for investigation or family assessment. The judge
may consult with the Department in selecting a local department to respond to the report or the
complaint.

If the information is received by a teacher, staff member, resident, intern or nurse in the course of
professional services in a hospital, school or similar institution, such person may, in place of said
report, immediately notify the person in charge of the institution or department, or his designee,
who shall make such report forthwith.

The initial report may be an oral report but such report shall be reduced to writing by the child
abuse coordinator of the local department on a form prescribed by the Board. Any person
required to make the report pursuant to this subsection shall disclose all information that is the
basis for his suspicion of abuse or neglect of the child and, upon request, shall make available to
the child-protective services coordinator and the local department, which is the agency of
jurisdiction, any information, records, or reports that document the basis for the report. All
persons required by this subsection to report suspected abuse or neglect who maintain a record
of a child who is the subject of such a report shall cooperate with the investigating agency and
shall make related information, records and reports available to the investigating agency unless
such disclosure violates the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (20 U.S.C. §
12329). Provision of such information, records, and reports by a health care provider shall not
be prohibited by § 8.01-399. Criminal investigative reports received from law-enforcement
agencies shall not be further disseminated by the investigating agency nor shall they be subject
to public disclosure.
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B. For purposes of subsection A, “reason to suspect that a child is abused or neglected” shall
include (i) a finding made by a health care provider within six weeks of the birth of a child that
the child was born affected by substance abuse or experiencing withdrawal symptoms resulting
from in utero drug exposure; (ii) a diagnosis made by a health care provider within four years
following a child's birth that the child has an illness, disease, or condition that, to a reasonable
degree of medical certainty, is attributable to maternal abuse of a controlled substance during
pregnancy; or (iii) a diagnosis made by a health care provider within four years following a
child's birth that the child has a fetal alcohol spectrum disorder attributable to in utero exposure
to alcohol. When “reason to suspect” is based upon this subsection, such fact shall be included in
the report along with the facts relied upon by the person making the report.

C. Any person who makes a report or provides records or information pursuant to subsection A
or who testifies in any judicial proceeding arising from such report, records, or information
shall be immune from any civil or criminal liability or administrative penalty or sanction on
account of such report, records, information, or testimony, unless such person acted in bad faith
or with malicious purpose.

D. Any person required to file a report pursuant to this section who fails to do so within 72 hours

of his first suspicion of child abuse or neglect shall be fined not more than $500 for the first
failure and for any subsequent failures not less than $100 nor more than $1,000.
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10. VETERINARIAN REPORTING / IMMUNITY

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6507 (2017). Injured or sick animal; action by veterinarian.

A. If a licensed veterinarian is called or by his own action comes upon an animal that is sick or
injured and the owner of such animal cannot be immediately located, then the licensed
veterinarian, in his professional judgment, may treat, hospitalize or euthanize the animal without
the permission of the owner. The veterinarian shall make such reports and keep such records of
such sick or injured animals as may be prescribed by the Board of Veterinary Medicine,
including the information required under subsection B of § 3.2-6557.

B. In no event shall a licensed veterinarian who has acted in good faith and properly exercised
professional judgment regarding an animal be subject to liability for his actions in: (i) acting in
accordance with subsection A; or (ii) reporting cases of suspected cruelty to animals.

VA. CODE ANN. § 54.1-3812.1 (2017). Reporting of animal cruelty.

Any person regulated by the Board who makes a report of suspected animal cruelty or who
provides records or information related to a report of suspected cruelty or testifies in any
judicial proceeding arising from such report, records, or information shall be immune from any
civil or criminal liability or administrative penalty or sanction on account of such report,
records, information, or testimony, unless such person acted in bad faith or with malicious
purpose.
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11. LAw ENFORCEMENT POLICIES

VA. CODE ANN. 8 3.2-6555 (2017). Position of animal control officer created.

The governing body of each county or city shall, or each town may, employ an officer to be
known as the animal control officer who shall have the power to enforce this chapter, all
ordinances enacted pursuant to this chapter and all laws for the protection of domestic animals.
The governing body may also employ one or more deputy animal control officers to assist the
animal control officer in the performance of his duties. Animal control officers and deputy
animal control officers shall have knowledge of the animal control and protection laws of the
Commonwealth that they are required to enforce. When in uniform or upon displaying a badge
or other credentials of office, animal control officers and deputy animal control officers shall
have the power to issue a summons or obtain a felony warrant as necessary, providing the
execution of such warrant shall be carried out by any law-enforcement officer as defined in

8 9.1-101, to any person found in the act of violating any such law or any ordinance enacted
pursuant to such law of the locality where the animal control officer or deputy animal control
officer is employed. Commercial dog breeding locations shall be subject to inspection by animal
control at least twice annually and additionally upon receipt of a complaint or their own motion
to ensure compliance with state animal care laws and regulations. The animal control officer and
the deputy animal control officers shall be paid as the governing body of each locality shall
prescribe.

Any locality where an animal control officer or deputy animal control officers have been
employed may contract with one or more additional localities for enforcement of animal
protection and control laws by the animal control officers or deputy animal control officers. Any
such contract may provide that the locality employing the animal control officer or deputy
animal control officers shall be reimbursed a portion of the salary and expenses of the animal
control officer or deputy animal control officers.

Every locality employing an animal control officer shall submit to the State Veterinarian, on a
form provided by him, information concerning the employment and training status of the animal
control officers employed by the locality. The State Veterinarian may require that the locality
notify him of any change in such information.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6556 (2017). Training of animal control officers.

A. Every locality employing animal control officers shall require that every animal control
officer and deputy animal control officer completes the following training:
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1. A basic animal control course that has been approved by the State Veterinarian. The
basic animal control course shall include training in recognizing suspected child abuse
and neglect and information on how complaints may be filed and shall be approved and
implemented. . Any animal control officer hired on or after July 1, 1998, and before July
1, 2017, shall complete the basic animal control course within two years from the date of
hire. Any animal control officer hired on or after July 1, 2017, shall complete the basic
animal control course within one year from the date of hire or within two years if the
officer is attending a law-enforcement academy; and

2. Every three years, additional training approved by the State Veterinarian, 15 hours of
which shall be training in animal control and protection.

The State Veterinarian shall develop criteria to be used in approving training courses and shall
provide an opportunity for public comment on proposed criteria before the final criteria are
adopted.

Subdivision 1 shall not apply to animal control officers or deputy animal control officers hired
before July 1, 1998. The State Veterinarian may grant exemptions from the requirements of
subdivision 1 to animal control officers hired on or after July 1, 1998, based on the animal
control officer’s previous training.

The State Veterinarian shall work to ensure the availability of these training courses through
regional criminal justice training academies or other entities as approved by him. Based on
information provided by authorized training entities, the State Veterinarian shall maintain the
training records for all animal control officers for the purpose of documenting and ensuring that
they are in compliance with this subsection.

B. Upon cause shown by a locality, the State Veterinarian may grant additional time during
which the training required by subsection A may be completed by an animal control officer for
the locality.

C. Any animal control officer that fails to complete the training required by subsection A shall be

removed from office, unless the State Veterinarian has granted additional time as provided in
subsection B.

VA. CoDE ANN. 8§ 3.2-6558 (2017). Humane investigators; qualifications; appointment;
term.

A. A circuit court may reappoint any person as a humane investigator for any locality within its
jurisdiction if the person:

1. Was appointed as a humane investigator prior to July 1, 2003; and
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2. Has never been convicted of animal cruelty or neglect, any felony, or any crime of
moral turpitude according to a criminal background check, which shall be performed by
the attorney for the Commonwealth at the expense of the person seeking the appointment.

B. A circuit court may appoint a person to fill a vacancy in that jurisdiction created when a
humane investigator who was appointed prior to July 1, 2003, is no longer willing or eligible to
be a humane investigator, provided the person seeking appointment:

1. Has received a written recommendation from the administrative entity that oversees
animal control in the locality where the humane investigator seeks appointment;

2. Has never been convicted of animal cruelty or neglect, any felony, or any crime of
moral turpitude according to a criminal background check, which shall be performed by
the attorney for the Commonwealth at the expense of the person seeking the appointment;
and

3. Has completed a basic animal control course approved by the State Veterinarian
pursuant to § 3.2-6556.

C. A person residing outside the Commonwealth may be appointed as a humane investigator
only if he is employed by a humane society located within the locality where he is seeking
appointment.

D. Reappointments of humane investigators shall be for terms of three years. Each humane
investigator shall, during each term for which he is appointed, complete 15 hours of training in
animal care and protection approved for animal control officers. If a humane investigator is
appointed to a succeeding term before or within 30 days after his current term expires, a
criminal background check shall not be required. If a humane investigator’s term expires and he
is not appointed to a succeeding term before or within 30 days after his current term expires, the
humane investigator shall not be appointed to another term.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6559 (2017). Powers and duties of humane investigators.

A. Any humane investigator may, within the locality where he has been appointed, investigate
violations of laws and ordinances regarding care and treatment of animals and disposal of dead
animals.

B. Each humane investigator shall carry during the performance of his powers and duties under
this chapter an identification card issued by the locality where the humane investigator is
appointed. The identification card shall include the following information regarding the humane

investigator:

1. His full name;
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2. The locality where he has been appointed;

3. The name of the circuit court that appointed him;

4. The signature of the circuit court judge that appointed him;
5. A photograph of his face; and

6. The date of expiration of his appointment.

C. Each humane investigator shall record on a form approved by the administrative entity that
oversees animal control every investigation he performs, maintain such record for five years,
and make such record available upon request to any law-enforcement officer, animal control
officer or State Veterinarian’s representative. Each humane investigator shall file quarterly a
report summarizing such records with the administrative agency that oversees animal control on
an approved form. A humane investigator s appointment may be revoked as provided in § 3.2-
6561 if he fails to file such report.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6566 (2017). Preventing cruelty to animals; interference; penalty.

Each animal control officer, humane investigator or State Veterinarian’s representative shall
interfere to prevent the perpetration of any act of cruelty upon any animal in his presence. Any
person who shall interfere with or obstruct or resist any humane investigator or State
Veterinarian’s representative in the discharge of his rights, powers, and duties as authorized and
prescribed by law is guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6567 (2017). Enforcement authority.

All law-enforcement officers in the Commonwealth and State Veterinarian’s representatives
shall enforce the provisions of this chapter to the same extent other laws in the Commonwealth
are enforced.

VA. CODE ANN. § 15.2-836.1 (2017). Animal protection police officer.

The department of police, if established in accordance with Chapter 17 (§ 15.2-1700 et seq.),
may include an animal protection police officer who shall have all of the powers of an animal
control officer, as defined in § 3.2-6500, conferred by general law and one or more deputy
animal protection police officers to assist the animal protection police officer in the performance
of his duties. An animal protection officer and his deputies also shall have all of the powers
vested in law-enforcement officers, as defined in § 9.1-101, if they meet the minimum
qualifications and have been certified under 88 15.2-1705 and 15.2-1706.
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12. SEXUAL ASSAULT

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-361 (2017). Crimes against nature; penalty.

A. If any person carnally knows in any manner any brute animal or voluntarily submits to such
carnal knowledge, he is guilty of a Class 6 felony.

B. Any person who performs or causes to be performed cunnilingus, fellatio, anilingus, or anal
intercourse upon or by his daughter or granddaughter, son or grandson, brother or sister, or father
or mother is guilty of a Class 5 felony. However, if a parent or grandparent commits any such act
with his child or grandchild and such child or grandchild is at least 13 but less than 18 years of
age at the time of the offense, such parent or grandparent is guilty of a Class 3 felony.

C. For the purposes of this section, parent includes step-parent, grandparent includes step-
grandparent, child includes step-child, and grandchild includes step-grandchild.
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13. FIGHTING

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6571 (2017). Animal fighting; penalty.
A. No person shall knowingly:

1. Promote, prepare for, engage in, or be employed in, the fighting of animals for
amusement, sport or gain;

2. Attend an exhibition of the fighting of animals;

3. Authorize or allow any person to undertake any act described in this section on any
premises under his charge or control; or

4. Aid or abet any such acts.

Except as provided in subsection B, any person who violates any provision of this subsection is
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

B. Any person who violates any provision of subsection A in combination with one or more of the
following is guilty of a Class 6 felony:

1. When a dog is one of the animals;

2. When any device or substance intended to enhance an animal ’s ability to fight or to
inflict injury upon another animal is used, or possessed with intent to use it for such
purpose;

3. When money or anything of value is wagered on the result of such fighting;

4. When money or anything of value is paid or received for the admission of a person to a
place for animal fighting;

5. When any animal is possessed, owned, trained, transported, or sold with the intent that
the animal engage in an exhibition of fighting with another animal; or

6. When he permits or causes a minor to (i) attend an exhibition of the fighting of any

animals or (ii) undertake or be involved in any act described in this subsection.

1. Any animal control officer, as defined in § 3.2-6500, shall confiscate any animal that
he determines has been, is, or is intended to be used in animal fighting and any
equipment used in training such animal or used in animal fighting.
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2. Upon confiscation of an animal, the animal control officer shall petition the
appropriate court for a hearing for a determination of whether the animal has been, is,
or is intended to be used in animal fighting. The hearing shall be not more than 10
business days from the date of the confiscation of the animal. If the court finds that the
animal has not been used, is not used and is not intended to be used in animal fighting, it
shall order the animal released to its owner. However, if the court finds probable cause
to believe that the animal has been, is, or is intended to be used in animal fighting, the
court shall order the animal forfeited to the locality unless the owner posts bond in surety
with the locality in an amount sufficient to compensate the locality for its cost of caring
for the animal for a period of nine months. He shall post additional bond for each
successive nine-month period until a final determination by the trial court on any
criminal charges brought pursuant to subsections A or B.

3. Upon a final determination of guilt by the trial court on criminal charges brought
pursuant to subsections A or B, the court shall order that the animal be forfeited to the
locality. Upon a final determination of not guilty by the trial court on the underlying
criminal charges, a confiscated animal shall be returned to its owner and any bond shall
be refunded to him.

D. Any person convicted of violating any provision of subsection A or B shall be prohibited by
the court from possession or ownership of companion animals or cocks.

E. In addition to fines and costs, the court shall order any person who is convicted of a violation
of this section to pay all reasonable costs incurred in housing, caring for, or euthanizing any
confiscated animal. If the court finds that the actual costs are reasonable, it may order payment
of actual costs.

F. The provisions of this section shall not apply to any law-enforcement officer in the
performance of his duties. This section shall not prohibit (i) authorized wildlife management
activities or hunting, fishing, or trapping authorized under any title of the Code of Virginia or

regulations promulgated thereto or (ii) farming activities authorized under Title 3.2 of the Code
of Virginia or regulations promulgated thereto.

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-513 (2017). Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the term:
“Criminal street gang” shall be as defined in § 18.2-46.1.
“Enterprise” includes any of the following: sole proprietorship, partnership, corporation,
business trust, criminal street gang; or other group of three or more individuals associated
for the purpose of criminal activity.
“Proceeds” shall be as defined in § 18.2-246.2.
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“Racketeering activity ” means to commit, attempt to commit, conspire to commit, or to
solicit, coerce, or intimidate another person to commit two or more of the following
offenses: Article 2.1 (8 18.2-46.1 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of this title, 8 18.2-460; a felony
offense of 88 3.2-4212, 3.2-4219, 10.1-1455, 18.2-31, 18.2-32, 18.2-32.1, 18.2-33, 18.2-
35, Article 2.2 (8 18.2-46.4 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of this title, 88 18.2-47, 18.2-48, 18.2-
48.1, 18.2-49, 18.2-51, 18.2-51.2, 18.2-52, 18.2-53, 18.2-55, 18.2-58, 18.2-59, 18.2-77,
18.2-79, 18.2-80, 18.2-89, 18.2-90, 18.2-91, 18.2-92, 18.2-93, 18.2-95, Article 4 (§ 18.2-
111 et seq.) of Chapter 5 of this title, Article 1 (§ 18.2-168 et seq.) of Chapter 6 of this
title, 88 18.2-178, 18.2-186, Article 6 (§ 18.2-191 et seq.) of Chapter 6 of this title,
Article 9 (8 18.2-246.1 et seq.) of Chapter 6 of this title, § 18.2-246.13, Article 1 (§ 18.2-
247 et seq.) of Chapter 7 of this title, §8 18.2-279, 18.2-286.1, 18.2-289, 18.2-300, 18.2-
308.2, 18.2-308.2:1, 18.2-328, 18.2-348, 18.2-355, 18.2-356, 18.2-357, 18.2-357.1, 18.2-
368, 18.2-369, 18.2-374.1, Article 8 (8 18.2-433.1 et seq.) of Chapter 9 of this title,
Article 1 (8§ 18.2-434 et seq.) of Chapter 10 of this title, Article 2 (§ 18.2-438 et seq.) of
Chapter 10 of this title, Article 3 (8 18.2-446 et seq.) of Chapter 10 of this title, Article
1.1 (8 18.2-498.1 et seq.) of Chapter 12 of this title, § 3.2-6571, 18.2-516, 32.1-314, 58.1-
1008.2, 58.1-1017, or 58.1-1017.1; or any substantially similar offenses under the laws of
any other state, the District of Columbia, the United States or its territories.
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14. REFERENCED STATUTES

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6500 (2017). Definitions.
As used in this chapter unless the context requires a different meaning:

“Abandon” means to desert, forsake, or absolutely give up an animal without having secured
another owner or custodian for the animal or by failing to provide the elements of basic care as
set forth in § 3.2-6503 for a period of five consecutive days.

“Adequate care” or “care” means the responsible practice of good animal husbandry, handling,
production, management, confinement, feeding, watering, protection, shelter, transportation,
treatment, and, when necessary, euthanasia, appropriate for the age, species, condition, size and
type of the animal and the provision of veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering or
impairment of health.

“Adequate exercise” or “exercise” means the opportunity for the animal to move sufficiently to
maintain normal muscle tone and mass for the age, species, size, and condition of the animal.

“Adequate feed” means access to and the provision of food that is of sufficient quantity and
nutritive value to maintain each animal in good health; is accessible to each animal; is prepared
S0 as to permit ease of consumption for the age, species, condition, size and type of each animal,
is provided in a clean and sanitary manner; is placed so as to minimize contamination by
excrement and pests; and is provided at suitable intervals for the species, age, and condition of
the animal, but at least once daily, except as prescribed by a veterinarian or as dictated by
naturally occurring states of hibernation or fasting normal for the species.

“Adequate shelter” means provision of and access to shelter that is suitable for the species, age,
condition, size, and type of each animal; provides adequate space for each animal; is safe and
protects each animal from injury, rain, sleet, snow, hail, direct sunlight, the adverse effects of
heat or cold, physical suffering, and impairment of health; is properly lighted; is properly
cleaned; enables each animal to be clean and dry, except when detrimental to the species; and,
for dogs and cats, provides a solid surface, resting platform, pad, floormat, or similar device that
is large enough for the animal to lie on in a normal manner and can be maintained in a sanitary
manner. Under this chapter, shelters whose wire, grid, or slat floors: (i) permit the animals’ feet
to pass through the openings; (ii) sag under the animals’ weight; or (iii) otherwise do not protect
the animals’ feet or toes from injury are not adequate shelter.
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“Adequate space” means sufficient space to allow each animal to: (i) easily stand, sit, lie, turn
about, and make all other normal body movements in a comfortable, normal position for the
animal; and (ii) interact safely with other animals in the enclosure. When an animal is tethered,
“adequate space” means a tether that permits the above actions and is appropriate to the age and
size of the animal; is attached to the animal by a properly applied collar, halter, or harness
configured so as to protect the animal from injury and prevent the animal or tether from
becoming entangled with other objects or animals, or from extending over an object or edge that
could result in the strangulation or injury of the animal; and is at least three times the length of
the animal, as measured from the tip of its nose to the base of its tail, except when the animal is
being walked on a leash or is attached by a tether to a lead line. When freedom of movement
would endanger the animal, temporarily and appropriately restricting movement of the animal
according to professionally accepted standards for the species is considered provision of
adequate space.

“Adequate water” means provision of and access to clean, fresh, potable water of a drinkable
temperature that is provided in a suitable manner, in sufficient volume, and at suitable intervals
appropriate for the weather and temperature, to maintain normal hydration for the age, species,
condition, size and type of each animal, except as prescribed by a veterinarian or as dictated by
naturally occurring states of hibernation or fasting normal for the species; and is provided in
clean, durable receptacles that are accessible to each animal and are placed so as to minimize
contamination of the water by excrement and pests or an alternative source of hydration
consistent with generally accepted husbandry practices.

“Adoption” means the transfer of ownership of a dog or a cat, or any other companion animal,
from a releasing agency to an individual.

“Agricultural animals” means all livestock and poultry.

“Ambient temperature” means the temperature surrounding the animal.

“Animal” means any nonhuman vertebrate species except fish. For the purposes of § 3.2-6522,
animal means any species susceptible to rabies. For the purposes of § 3.2-6570, animal means
any nonhuman vertebrate species including fish except those fish captured and killed or disposed

of in a reasonable and customary manner.

“Animal control officer” means a person appointed as an animal control officer or deputy animal
control officer as provided in 8 3.2-6555.

“Boarding establishment” means a place or establishment other than a public or private animal
shelter where companion animals not owned by the proprietor are sheltered, fed, and watered in
exchange for a fee.

“Collar” means a well-fitted device, appropriate to the age and size of the animal, attached to the

animal’s neck in such a way as to prevent trauma or injury to the animal.
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“Commercial dog breeder” means any person who, during any 12-month period, maintains 30 or
more adult female dogs for the primary purpose of the sale of their offspring as companion
animals.

“Companion animal” means any domestic or feral dog, domestic or feral cat, nonhuman primate,
guinea pig, hamster, rabbit not raised for human food or fiber, exotic or native animal, reptile,
exotic or native bird, or any feral animal or any animal under the care, custody, or ownership of a
person or any animal that is bought, sold, traded, or bartered by any person. Agricultural animals,
game species, or any animals regulated under federal law as research animals shall not be
considered companion animals for the purposes of this chapter.

“Consumer” means any natural person purchasing an animal from a dealer or pet shop or hiring
the services of a boarding establishment. The term “consumer” shall not include a business or
corporation engaged in sales or services.

“Dealer” means any person who in the regular course of business for compensation or profit
buys, sells, transfers, exchanges, or barters companion animals. The following shall not be
considered dealers: (i) any person who transports companion animals in the regular course of
business as a common carrier; or (ii) any person whose primary purpose is to find permanent
adoptive homes for companion animals.

“Direct and immediate threat” means any clear and imminent danger to an animal’s health,
safety or life.

“Dump” means to knowingly desert, forsake, or absolutely give up without having secured
another owner or custodian any dog, cat, or other companion animal in any public place
including the right-of-way of any public highway, road or street or on the property of another.

“Emergency veterinary treatment” means veterinary treatment to stabilize a life-threatening
condition, alleviate suffering, prevent further disease transmission, or prevent further disease
progression.

“Enclosure” means a structure used to house or restrict animals from running at large.

“Euthanasia” means the humane destruction of an animal accomplished by a method that
involves instantaneous unconsciousness and immediate death or by a method that involves
anesthesia, produced by an agent that causes painless loss of consciousness, and death during
such loss of consciousness.

“Exhibitor” means any person who has animals for or on public display, excluding an exhibitor
licensed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

“Facility” means a building or portion thereof as designated by the State Veterinarian, other than
a private residential dwelling and its surrounding grounds, that is used to contain a primary
enclosure or enclosures in which animals are housed or kept.
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“Farming activity” means, consistent with standard animal husbandry practices, the raising,
management, and use of agricultural animals to provide food, fiber, or transportation and the
breeding, exhibition, lawful recreational use, marketing, transportation, and slaughter of
agricultural animals pursuant to such purposes.

“Foster care provider” means a person who provides care or rehabilitation for companion
animals through an affiliation with a public or private animal shelter, home-based rescue,
releasing agency, or other animal welfare organization.

“Foster home” means a private residential dwelling and its surrounding grounds, or any facility
other than a public or private animal shelter, at which site through an affiliation with a public or
private animal shelter, home-based rescue, releasing agency, or other animal welfare
organization care or rehabilitation is provided for companion animals.

“Groomer” means any person who, for a fee, cleans, trims, brushes, makes neat, manicures, or
treats for external parasites any animal.

“Home-based rescue” means an animal welfare organization that takes custody of companion
animals for the purpose of facilitating adoption and houses such companion animals in a foster
home or a system of foster homes.

“Humane” means any action taken in consideration of and with the intent to provide for the
animal’s health and well-being.

“Humane investigator’” means a person who has been appointed by a circuit court as a humane
investigator as provided in § 3.2-6558.

“Humane society” means any incorporated, nonprofit organization that is organized for the
purposes of preventing cruelty to animals and promoting humane care and treatment or adoptions
of animals.

“Kennel” means any establishment in which five or more canines, felines, or hybrids of either
are kept for the purpose of breeding, hunting, training, renting, buying, boarding, selling, or
showing.

“Incorporated” means organized and maintained as a legal entity in the Commonwealth.

“Law-enforcement officer” means any person who is a full-time or part-time employee of a
police department or sheriff’s office that is part of or administered by the Commonwealth or any
political subdivision thereof and who is responsible for the prevention and detection of crime and
the enforcement of the penal, traffic or highway laws of the Commonwealth. Part-time
employees are compensated officers who are not full-time employees as defined by the
employing police department or sheriff’s office.
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“Livestock™ includes all domestic or domesticated: bovine animals; equine animals; ovine
animals; porcine animals; cervidae animals; capradae animals; animals of the genus Lama;
ratites; fish or shellfish in aquaculture facilities, as defined in 8 3.2-2600; enclosed domesticated
rabbits or hares raised for human food or fiber; or any other individual animal specifically raised
for food or fiber, except companion animals.

“New owner” means an individual who is legally competent to enter into a binding agreement
pursuant to subdivision B 2 of § 3.2-6574, and who adopts or receives a dog or cat from a
releasing agency.

“Ordinance” means any law, rule, regulation, or ordinance adopted by the governing body of any
locality.

“Other officer” includes all other persons employed or elected by the people of Virginia, or by
any locality, whose duty it is to preserve the peace, to make arrests, or to enforce the law.

“Owner” means any person who: (i) has a right of property in an animal; (ii) keeps or harbors an
animal; (iii) has an animal in his care; or (iv) acts as a custodian of an animal.

“Pet shop” means an establishment where companion animals are bought, sold, exchanged, or
offered for sale or exchange to the general public.

“Poultry” includes all domestic fowl and game birds raised in captivity.

“Primary enclosure” means any structure used to immediately restrict an animal or animals to a
limited amount of space, such as a room, pen, cage, compartment, or hutch. For tethered animals,
the term includes the shelter and the area within reach of the tether.

“Private animal shelter” means a facility operated for the purpose of finding permanent adoptive
homes for animals that is used to house or contain animals and that is owned or operated by an
incorporated, nonprofit, and nongovernmental entity, including a humane society, animal welfare
organization, society for the prevention of cruelty to animals, or any other similar organization.

“Properly cleaned” means that carcasses, debris, food waste, and excrement are removed from
the primary enclosure with sufficient frequency to minimize the animals’ contact with the above-
mentioned contaminants; the primary enclosure is sanitized with sufficient frequency to
minimize odors and the hazards of disease; and the primary enclosure is cleaned so as to prevent
the animals confined therein from being directly or indirectly sprayed with the stream of water,
or directly or indirectly exposed to hazardous chemicals or disinfectants.

“Properly lighted” when referring to a facility means sufficient illumination to permit routine
inspections, maintenance, cleaning, and housekeeping of the facility, and observation of the
animals; to provide regular diurnal lighting cycles of either natural or artificial light, uniformly
diffused throughout the facility; and to promote the well-being of the animals.
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“Properly lighted” when referring to a private residential dwelling and its surrounding grounds
means sufficient illumination to permit routine maintenance and cleaning thereof, and
observation of the companion animals; and to provide regular diurnal lighting cycles of either
natural or artificial light to promote the well-being of the animals.

“Public animal shelter” means a facility operated by the Commonwealth, or any locality, for the
purpose of impounding or sheltering seized, stray, homeless, abandoned, unwanted, or
surrendered animals or a facility operated for the same purpose under a contract with any
locality.

“Releasing agency” means (1) a public animal shelter or (ii) a private animal shelter, humane
society, animal welfare organization, society for the prevention of cruelty to animals, or other
similar entity or home-based rescue that releases companion animals for adoption.

“Research facility” means any place, laboratory, or institution licensed by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture at which scientific tests, experiments, or investigations involving the use of living
animals are carried out, conducted, or attempted.

“Sanitize” means to make physically clean and to remove and destroy, to a practical minimum,
agents injurious to health.

“Sore” means, when referring to an equine, that an irritating or blistering agent has been applied,
internally or externally, by a person to any limb or foot of an equine; any burn, cut, or laceration
that has been inflicted by a person to any limb or foot of an equine; any tack, nail, screw, or
chemical agent that has been injected by a person into or used by a person on any limb or foot of
an equine; any other substance or device that has been used by a person on any limb or foot of an
equine; or a person has engaged in a practice involving an equine, and as a result of such
application, infliction, injection, use, or practice, such equine suffers, or can reasonably be
expected to suffer, physical pain or distress, inflammation, or lameness when walking, trotting,
or otherwise moving, except that such term does not include such an application, infliction,
injection, use, or practice in connection with the therapeutic treatment of an equine by or under
the supervision of a licensed veterinarian. Notwithstanding anything contained herein to the
contrary, nothing shall preclude the shoeing, use of pads, and use of action devices as permitted
by 9 C.F.R. Part 11.2.

“Sterilize” or “sterilization” means a surgical or chemical procedure performed by a licensed
veterinarian that renders a dog or cat permanently incapable of reproducing.

“Treasurer” includes the treasurer and his assistants of each county or city or other officer
designated by law to collect taxes in such county or city.

“Treatment” or “adequate treatment” means the responsible handling or transportation of animals

in the person’s ownership, custody or charge, appropriate for the age, species, condition, size and
type of the animal.
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“Veterinary treatment” means treatment by or on the order of a duly licensed veterinarian.
“Weaned” means that an animal is capable of and physiologically accustomed to ingestion of
solid food or food customary for the adult of the species, and has ingested such food, without
nursing, for a period of at least five days.
VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6503 (2017). Care of animals by owner; penalty.
A. Each owner shall provide for each of his companion animals:

1. Adequate feed,;

2. Adequate water;

3. Adequate shelter that is properly cleaned;

4. Adequate space in the primary enclosure for the particular type of animal depending
upon its age, size, species, and weight;

5. Adequate exercise;

6. Adequate care, treatment, and transportation; and

7. Veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering or disease transmission.
The provisions of this section shall also apply to every public or private animal shelter, or other
releasing agency, and every foster care provider, dealer, pet shop, exhibitor, kennel, groomer,
and boarding establishment. This section shall not require that animals used as food for other
animals be euthanized.
B. Violation of this section is a Class 4 misdemeanor. A second or subsequent violation of
subdivision A 1, 2, 3, or 7 is a Class 2 misdemeanor and a second or subsequent violation of
subdivision A 4, 5, or 6 is a Class 3 misdemeanor.
VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6504 (2017). Abandonment of animal; penalty.
No person shall abandon or dump any animal. Violation of this section is a Class 3 misdemeanor.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the release of an animal by its owner to a
public or private animal shelter or other releasing agency.
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VA. CODE ANN. 8§ 3.2-6504.1 (2017). Civil immunity; forcible entry of motor vehicle to
remove unattended companion animal.

No law-enforcement officer as defined in § 9.1-101, firefighter as defined in § 65.2-102,
emergency medical services personnel as defined in § 32.1-111.1, or animal control officer who
in good faith forcibly enters a motor vehicle in order to remove an unattended companion animal
that is at risk of serious bodily injury or death shall be liable for any property damage to the
vehicle entered or injury to the animal resulting from such forcible entry and removal of the
animal, unless such property damage or injury results from gross negligence or willful or wanton
misconduct.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6506 (2017). Exceptions regarding veterinarians.

Sections 3.2-6503, 3.2-6504, 3.2-6508 through 3.2-6519, 3.2- 6557, 3.2-6559, 3.2-6561, 3.2-
6564, 3.2-6565, and 3.2-6574 through 3.2-6580 shall not apply to: (i) a place or establishment
that is operated under the immediate supervision of a duly licensed veterinarian as a hospital or
boarding establishment where animals are harbored, boarded and cared for incident to the
treatment, prevention, or alleviation of disease processes during the routine practice of the
profession of veterinary medicine; or (ii) animals boarded under the immediate supervision of a
duly licensed veterinarian.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6507 (2017). Injured or sick animal; action by veterinarian.

A. If a licensed veterinarian is called or by his own action comes upon an animal that is sick or
injured and the owner of such animal cannot be immediately located, then the licensed
veterinarian, in his professional judgment, may treat, hospitalize or euthanize the animal without
the permission of the owner. The veterinarian shall make such reports and keep such records of
such sick or injured animals as may be prescribed by the Board of Veterinary Medicine,
including the information required under subsection B of § 3.2- 6557.

B. In no event shall a licensed veterinarian who has acted in good faith and properly exercised
professional judgment regarding an animal be subject to liability for his actions in: (i) acting in
accordance with subsection A; or (ii) reporting cases of suspected cruelty to animals.

VA. CODE ANN. 8 3.2-6540 (2017). Control of dangerous dogs; penalties.

A. As used in this section, “dangerous dog” means:
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1. A canine or canine crossbreed that has bitten, attacked, or inflicted injury on a person or
companion animal that is a dog or cat, or killed a companion animal that is a dog or cat. When a
dog attacks or bites a companion animal that is a dog or cat, the attacking or biting dog shall not
be deemed A canine or canine crossbreed is not a dangerous dog if, upon investigation, a law-
enforcement officer or animal control officer finds that (i) if no serious physical injury, as
determined by a licensed veterinarian, has occurred to the dog or cat as a result of the attack or
bite; (ii) if both animals are owned by the same person; or (iii) if such attack occurs occurred on
the property of the attacking or biting dog's owner or custodian; or (iv) for other good cause as
determined by the court

2. A canine or canine crossbreed that has bitten, attacked, or inflicted injury on a person. A
canine or canine crossbreed is not a dangerous dog if, upon investigation, a law-enforcement
officer or animal control officer finds that the injury inflicted by the canine or canine crossbreed
upon a person consists solely of a single nip or bite resulting only in a scratch, abrasion, or other
minor injury.

B. No dog shall be found to be a dangerous dog as a result of biting, attacking, or inflicting
injury on a dog or cat while engaged with an owner or custodian as part of lawful hunting or
participating in an organized, lawful dog handling event. No dog that has bitten, attacked, or
inflicted injury on a person shall be found to be a dangerous dog if the court determines, based
on the totality of the evidence before it, or for other good cause, that the dog is not dangerous or
a threat to the community.

C. Any law-enforcement officer or animal control officer who has reason to believe that a canine
or canine crossbreed within his jurisdiction is a dangerous dog shall may apply to a magistrate
serving the jurisdiction for the issuance of a summons requiring the owner or custodian, if
known, to appear before a general district court at a specified time. The summons shall advise
the owner of the nature of the proceeding and the matters at issue. If a law-enforcement officer
successfully makes an application for the issuance of a summons, he shall contact the local
animal control officer and inform him of the location of the dog and the relevant facts pertaining
to his belief that the dog is dangerous. The animal control officer shall confine the animal until
such time as evidence shall be heard and a verdict rendered. If the animal control officer
determines that the owner or custodian can confine the animal in @ manner that protects the
public safety, he may permit the owner or custodian to confine the animal until such time as
evidence shall be heard and a verdict rendered. The court, through its contempt powers, may
compel the owner, custodian, or harborer of the animal to produce the animal. If, after hearing
the evidence, the court finds that the animal is a dangerous dog, the court shall order the animal's
owner to comply with the provisions of this section. The court, upon finding the animal to be a
dangerous dog, may order the owner, custodian, or harborer thereof to pay restitution for actual
damages to any person injured by the animal or whose companion animal was injured or killed
by the animal. The court, in its discretion, may also order the owner to pay all reasonable
expenses incurred in caring and providing for such dangerous dog from the time the animal is
taken into custody until such time as the animal is disposed of or returned to the owner.
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The procedure for appeal and trial shall be the same as provided by law for misdemeanors. Trial
by jury shall be as provided in Article 4 (§ 19.2-260 et seq.) of Chapter 15 of Title 19.2. The
Commonwealth shall be required to prove its case beyond a reasonable doubt.

D. No canine or canine crossbreed shall be found to be a dangerous dog solely because it is a
particular breed, nor is the ownership of a particular breed of canine or canine crossbreed
prohibited. No animal shall be found to be a dangerous dog if the threat, injury, or damage was
sustained by a person who was (i) committing, at the time, a crime upon the premises occupied
by the animal’s owner or custodian; (ii) committing, at the time, a willful trespass upon the
premises occupied by the animal’s owner or custodian; or (iii) provoking, tormenting, or
physically abusing the animal, or can be shown to have repeatedly provoked, tormented, abused,
or assaulted the animal at other times. No police dog that was engaged in the performance of its
duties as such at the time of the acts complained of shall be found to be a dangerous dog. No
animal that, at the time of the acts complained of, was responding to pain or injury, or was
protecting itself, its kennel, its offspring, a person, or its owner’s or custodian’s property, shall be
found to be a dangerous dog.

E. If the owner of an animal found to be a dangerous dog is a minor, the custodial parent or legal
guardian shall be responsible for complying with all requirements of this section.

F. The owner of any animal found to be a dangerous dog shall, within 45 days of such finding,
obtain a dangerous dog registration certificate from the local animal control officer or treasurer
for a fee of $ 150, in addition to other fees that may be authorized by law. The local animal
control officer or treasurer shall also provide the owner with a uniformly designed tag that
identifies the animal as a dangerous dog. The owner shall affix the tag to the animal’s collar and
ensure that the animal wears the collar and tag at all times. By January 31 of each year, until
such time as the dangerous dog is deceased, all certificates obtained pursuant to this subsection
shall be updated and renewed for a fee of $ 85 and in the same manner as the initial certificate
was obtained. The animal control officer shall post registration information on the Virginia
Dangerous Dog Registry.

G. All dangerous dog registration certificates or renewals thereof required to be obtained under
this section shall only be issued to persons 18 years of age or older who present satisfactory
evidence (i) of the animal’s current rabies vaccination, if applicable; (ii) that the animal has been
neutered or spayed; and (iii) that the animal is and will be confined in a proper enclosure or is
and will be confined inside the owner’s residence or is and will be muzzled and confined in the
owner’s fenced-in yard until the proper enclosure is constructed. In addition, owners who apply
for certificates or renewals thereof under this section shall not be issued a certificate or renewal
thereof unless they present satisfactory evidence that (a) their residence is and will continue to be
posted with clearly visible signs warning both minors and adults of the presence of a dangerous
dog on the property and (b) the animal has been permanently identified by means of electronic
implantation. All certificates or renewals thereof required to be obtained under this section shall
only be issued to persons who present satisfactory evidence that the owner has liability insurance
coverage, to the value of at least $ 100,000, that covers animal bites.
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The owner may obtain and maintain a bond in surety, in lieu of liability insurance, to the value of
at least $ 100,000.

H. While on the property of its owner, an animal found to be a dangerous dog shall be confined
indoors or in a securely enclosed and locked structure of sufficient height and design to prevent
its escape or direct contact with or entry by minors, adults, or other animals. While so confined
within the structure, the animal shall be provided for according to § 3.2-6503. When off its
owner’s property, an animal found to be a dangerous dog shall be kept on a leash and muzzled in
such a manner as not to cause injury to the animal or interfere with the animal’s vision or
respiration, but so as to prevent it from biting a person or another animal.

I. The owner shall cause the local animal control officer to be promptly notified of (i) the names,
addresses, and telephone numbers of all owners; (ii) all of the means necessary to locate the
owner and the dog at any time; (iii) any complaints or incidents of attack by the dog upon any
person or cat or dog; (iv) any claims made or lawsuits brought as a result of any attack; (v) chip
identification information; (vi) proof of insurance or surety bond; and (vii) the death of the dog.

J. After an animal has been found to be a dangerous dog, the animal’s owner shall immediately,
upon learning of same, cause the local animal control authority to be notified if the animal (i) is
loose or unconfined; (ii) bites a person or attacks another animal; or (iii) is sold, is given away,
or dies. Any owner of a dangerous dog who relocates to a new address shall, within 10 days of
relocating, provide written notice to the appropriate local animal control authority for the old
address from which the animal has moved and the new address to which the animal has been
moved.

K. Any owner or custodian of a canine or canine crossbreed or other animal is guilty of a:

1. Class 2 misdemeanor if the canine or canine crossbreed previously declared a
dangerous dog pursuant to this section, when such declaration arose out of a separate and
distinct incident, attacks and injures or kills a cat or dog that is a companion animal
belonging to another person;

2. Class 1 misdemeanor if the canine or canine crossbreed previously declared a
dangerous dog pursuant to this section, when such declaration arose out of a separate and
distinct incident, bites a human being or attacks a human being causing bodily injury; or

3. Class 6 felony if any owner or custodian whose willful act or omission in the care,
control, or containment of a canine, canine crossbreed, or other animal is so gross,
wanton, and culpable as to show a reckless disregard for human life, and is the proximate
cause of such dog or other animal attacking and causing serious bodily injury to any
person.
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The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to any animal that, at the time of the acts
complained of, was responding to pain or injury, or was protecting itself, its kennel, its
offspring, a person, or its owner’s or custodian’s property, or when the animal is a police
dog that is engaged in the performance of its duties at the time of the attack.

L. The owner of any animal that has been found to be a dangerous dog who willfully fails to
comply with the requirements of this section is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Whenever an owner or custodian of an animal found to be a dangerous dog is charged with a
violation of this section, the animal control officer shall confine the dangerous dog until such
time as evidence shall be heard and a verdict rendered. The court, through its contempt powers,
may compel the owner, custodian, or harborer of the animal to produce the animal.

Upon conviction, the court may (i) order the dangerous dog to be disposed of by a local
governing body pursuant to 8 3.2-6562 or (ii) grant the owner up to 45 days to comply with the
requirements of this section, during which time the dangerous dog shall remain in the custody of
the animal control officer until compliance has been verified. If the owner fails to achieve
compliance within the time specified by the court, the court shall order the dangerous dog to be
disposed of by a local governing body pursuant to 8 3.2-6562. The court, in its discretion, may
order the owner to pay all reasonable expenses incurred in caring and providing for such
dangerous dog from the time the animal is taken into custody until such time that the animal is
disposed of or returned to the owner.

M. All fees collected pursuant to this section, less the costs incurred by the animal control
authority in producing and distributing the certificates and tags required by this section and fees
due to the State Veterinarian for maintenance of the Virginia Dangerous Dog Registry, shall be
paid into a special dedicated fund in the treasury of the locality for the purpose of paying the
expenses of any training course required under § 3.2-6556.

N. The governing body of any locality may enact an ordinance parallel to this statute regulating
dangerous dogs. No locality may impose a felony penalty for violation of such ordinances.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6555 (2017). Position of animal control officer created.

The governing body of each county or city shall, or each town may, employ an officer to be
known as the animal control officer who shall have the power to enforce this chapter, all
ordinances enacted pursuant to this chapter and all laws for the protection of domestic animals.
The governing body may also employ one or more deputy animal control officers to assist the
animal control officer in the performance of his duties. Animal control officers and deputy
animal control officers shall have knowledge of the animal control and protection laws of the
Commonwealth that they are required to enforce. When in uniform or upon displaying a badge or
other credentials of office, animal control officers and deputy animal control officers shall have
the power to issue a summons or obtain a felony warrant as necessary, providing the execution of
such warrant shall be carried out by any law-enforcement officer as defined in § 9.1-101,

to any person found in the act of violating any such law or any ordinance enacted pursuant to
such law of the locality where the animal control officer or deputy animal control officer is
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employed.

Commercial dog breeding locations shall be subject to inspection by animal control at least twice
annually and additionally upon receipt of a complaint or their own motion to ensure compliance
with state animal care laws and regulations. The animal control officer and the deputy animal
control officers shall be paid as the governing body of each locality shall prescribe.

Any locality where an animal control officer or deputy animal control officers have been
employed may contract with one or more additional localities for enforcement of animal
protection and control laws by the animal control officers or deputy animal control officers. Any
such contract may provide that the locality employing the animal control officer or deputy
animal control officers shall be reimbursed a portion of the salary and expenses of the animal
control officer or deputy animal control officers.

Every locality employing an animal control officer shall submit to the State Veterinarian, on a
form provided by him, information concerning the employment and training status of the animal
control officers employed by the locality. The State Veterinarian may require that the locality
notify him of any change in such information.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6556 (2017). Training of animal control officers.

A. Every locality employing animal control officers shall require that every animal control
officer and deputy animal control officer completes the following training:

1. A basic animal control course that has been approved by the State Veterinarian. The
basic animal control course shall include training in recognizing suspected child abuse
and neglect and information on how complaints may be filed and shall be approved and
implemented. Any animal control officer hired on or after July 1, 1998, and before July 1,
2017, shall complete the basic animal control course within two years from the date of
hire. Any animal control officer hired on or after July 1, 2017, shall complete the basic
animal control course within one year from the date of hire or within two years if the
officer is attending a law-enforcement academy; and

2. Every three years, additional training approved by the State Veterinarian, 15 hours of
which shall be training in animal control and protection.

The State Veterinarian shall develop criteria to be used in approving training courses and shall
provide an opportunity for public comment on proposed criteria before the final criteria are
adopted.

Subdivision 1 shall not apply to animal control officers or deputy animal control officers hired
before July 1, 1998. The State Veterinarian may grant exemptions from the requirements of
subdivision 1 to animal control officers hired on or after July 1, 1998, based on the animal
control officer’s previous training.

VA-87



The State Veterinarian shall work to ensure the availability of these training courses through
regional criminal justice training academies or other entities as approved by him. Based on
information provided by authorized training entities, the State Veterinarian shall maintain the
training records for all animal control officers for the purpose of documenting and ensuring that
they are in compliance with this subsection.

B. Upon cause shown by a locality, the State Veterinarian may grant additional time during
which the training required by subsection A may be completed by an animal control officer for
the locality.

C. Any animal control officer that fails to complete the training required by subsection A shall be
removed from office, unless the State Veterinarian has granted additional time as provided in
subsection B.

VA. COoDE ANN. § 3.2-6558 (2017). Humane investigators; qualifications; appointment;
term.

A. A circuit court may reappoint any person as a humane investigator for any locality within its
jurisdiction if the person:

1. Was appointed as a humane investigator prior to July 1, 2003; and

2. Has never been convicted of animal cruelty or neglect, any felony, or any crime of
moral turpitude according to a criminal background check, which shall be performed by
the attorney for the Commonwealth at the expense of the person seeking the appointment.

B. A circuit court may appoint a person to fill a vacancy in that jurisdiction created when a
humane investigator who was appointed prior to July 1, 2003, is no longer willing or eligible to
be a humane investigator, provided the person seeking appointment:

1. Has received a written recommendation from the administrative entity that oversees
animal control in the locality where the humane investigator seeks appointment;

2. Has never been convicted of animal cruelty or neglect, any felony, or any crime of
moral turpitude according to a criminal background check, which shall be performed by
the attorney for the Commonwealth at the expense of the person seeking the appointment;
and

3. Has completed a basic animal control course approved by the State Veterinarian
pursuant to § 3.2-6556.
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C. A person residing outside the Commonwealth may be appointed as a humane investigator
only if he is employed by a humane society located within the locality where he is seeking
appointment.

D. Reappointments of humane investigators shall be for terms of three years. Each humane
investigator shall, during each term for which he is appointed, complete 15 hours of training in
animal care and protection approved for animal control officers. If a humane investigator is
appointed to a succeeding term before or within 30 days after his current term expires, a criminal
background check shall not be required. If a humane investigator’s term expires and he is not
appointed to a succeeding term before or within 30 days after his current term expires, the
humane investigator shall not be appointed to another term.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6559 (2017). Powers and duties of humane investigators.
A. Any humane investigator may, within the locality where he has been appointed, investigate
violations of laws and ordinances regarding care and treatment of animals and disposal of dead
animals.
B. Each humane investigator shall carry during the performance of his powers and duties under
this chapter an identification card issued by the locality where the humane investigator is
appointed. The identification card shall include the following information regarding the humane
investigator:

1. His full name;

2. The locality where he has been appointed,

3. The name of the circuit court that appointed him;

4. The signature of the circuit court judge that appointed him;

5. A photograph of his face; and

6. The date of expiration of his appointment.
C. Each humane investigator shall record on a form approved by the administrative entity that
oversees animal control every investigation he performs, maintain such record for five years, and
make such record available upon request to any law-enforcement officer, animal control officer
or State Veterinarian’s representative. Each humane investigator shall file quarterly a report
summarizing such records with the administrative agency that oversees animal control on an

approved form. A humane investigator’s appointment may be revoked as provided in § 3.2-6561
if he fails to file such report.
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VA. CODE ANN. 8§ 3.2-6564 (2017). Complaint of suspected violation; investigation.

A. Upon receiving a complaint of a suspected violation of this chapter, any ordinance enacted
pursuant to this chapter or any law for the protection of domestic animals, any animal control
officer, law-enforcement officer, or State Veterinarian’s representative may, for the purpose of
investigating the allegations of the complaint, enter upon, during business hours, any business
premises, including any place where animals or animal records are housed or kept, of any dealer,
pet shop, groomer, or boarding establishment. Upon receiving a complaint of a suspected
violation of any law or ordinance regarding care or treatment of animals or disposal of dead
animals, any humane investigator may, for the purpose of investigating the allegations of the
complaint, enter upon, during business hours, any business premises, including any place where
animals or animal records are housed or kept, of any dealer, pet shop, groomer, or boarding
establishment.

Upon obtaining a warrant as provided for in 8 3.2-6568, the law-enforcement officer, animal
control officer, State Veterinarian’s representative, or humane investigator may enter upon any
other premises where the animal or animals described in the complaint are housed or kept.
Attorneys for the Commonwealth and law-enforcement officials shall provide such assistance as
may be required in the conduct of such investigations.

B. If the investigation discloses that a violation of § 3.2-6503 has occurred, the investigating
official shall notify the owner or custodian of the complaint and of what action is necessary to
comply with this chapter.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6565 (2017). Impoundment; expenses; lien; disposition of animal.

When an animal control officer, humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or State
Veterinarian’s representative finds that an apparent violation of this chapter has rendered an
animal in such a condition as to constitute a direct and immediate threat to its life, safety or
health that the owner or custodian has failed to remedy, such animal control officer, humane
investigator, law-enforcement officer or State Veterinarian’s representative may impound the
animal pursuant to 8 3.2-6569 in a facility that will provide the elements of good care as set forth
in § 3.2-6503 and shall then proceed to take such steps as are required to dispose of the animal
pursuant to § 3.2-6569.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6566 (2017). Preventing cruelty to animals; interference; penalty.

Each animal control officer, humane investigator or State Veterinarian’s representative shall
interfere to prevent the perpetration of any act of cruelty upon any animal in his presence. Any
person who shall interfere with or obstruct or resist any humane investigator or State
Veterinarian’s representative in the discharge of his rights, powers, and duties as authorized and
prescribed by law is guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor.
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VA. CODE ANN. 8 3.2-6567 (2017). Enforcement authority.

All law-enforcement officers in the Commonwealth and State Veterinarian’s representatives
shall enforce the provisions of this chapter to the same extent other laws in the Commonwealth
are enforced.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6568 (2017). Power of search for violations of statutes against cruelty
to animals.

When an affidavit is made under oath before a magistrate or court of competent jurisdiction by
any animal control officer, humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or State Veterinarian’s
representative that the complainant believes and has reasonable cause to believe that the laws in
relation to cruelty to animals have been, are being, or are about to be violated in any particular
building or place, such magistrate or judge, if satisfied that there is reasonable cause for such
belief, shall issue a warrant authorizing any sheriff, deputy sheriff, or police officer to search the
building or place. After issuing a warrant under this section, the magistrate or judge shall file the
affidavit in the manner prescribed by § 19.2-54. After executing the warrant, the animal control
officer, humane investigator, law-enforcement officer, or State Veterinarian’s representative
shall return the warrant to the clerk of the circuit court of the city or county wherein the search
was made.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6569 (2017). Seizure and impoundment of animals; notice and
hearing; disposition of animal; disposition of proceeds upon sale.

A. Any humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or animal control officer may lawfully
seize and impound any animal that has been abandoned, has been cruelly treated, or is suffering
from an apparent violation of this chapter that has rendered the animal in such a condition as to
constitute a direct and immediate threat to its life, safety or health. Before seizing or impounding
any agricultural animal, such humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or animal control
officer shall contact the State Veterinarian or a State Veterinarian’s representative, who shall
recommend to such person the most appropriate action for the disposition of the agricultural
animal. The seizure or impoundment of an equine resulting from a violation of subsection A (iii)
or subsection B (ii) of § 3.2-6570 may be undertaken only by the State Veterinarian or State
Veterinarian’s representative who has received training in the examination and detection of sore
horses equivalent to that required by 9 C.F.R. Part 11.7 and that is approved by the State
Veterinarian. The humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or animal control officer shall
notify the owner of the agricultural animal and the local attorney for the Commonwealth of the
recommendation. The humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or animal control officer
may impound the agricultural animal on the land where the agricultural animal is located if:

1. The owner or tenant of the land where the agricultural animal is located gives written
permission;
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2. A general district court so orders; or

3. The owner or tenant of the land where the agricultural animal is located cannot be
immediately located, and it is in the best interest of the agricultural animal to be
impounded on the land where it is located until the written permission of the owner or
tenant of the land can be obtained.

If there is a direct and immediate threat to an agricultural animal, the humane investigator, law-
enforcement officer or animal control officer may seize the animal, in which case the humane
investigator, law-enforcement officer or animal control officer shall file within five business
days on a form approved by the State Veterinarian a report on the condition of the animal at the
time of the seizure, the disposition of the animal, and any other information required by the State
Veterinarian.

Upon seizing or impounding an animal, the humane investigator, law-enforcement officer or
animal control officer shall petition the general district court in the city or county where the
animal is seized for a hearing. The hearing shall be not more than 10 business days from the date
of the seizure of the animal. The hearing shall be to determine whether the animal has been
abandoned, has been cruelly treated, or has not been provided adequate care.

B. The humane investigator, law-enforcement officer, or animal control officer shall cause to be
served upon the person with a right of property in the animal or the custodian of the animal
notice of the hearing. If such person or the custodian is known and residing within the
jurisdiction wherein the animal is seized, written notice shall be given at least five days prior to
the hearing of the time and place of the hearing. If such person or the custodian is known but
residing out of the jurisdiction where such animal is seized, written notice by any method or
service of process as is provided by the Code of Virginia shall be given. If such person or the
custodian is not known, the humane investigator, law-enforcement officer, or animal control
officer shall cause to be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the jurisdiction
wherein such animal is seized notice of the hearing at least one time prior to the hearing and shall
further cause notice of the hearing to be posted at least five days prior to the hearing at the place
provided for public notices at the city hall or courthouse wherein such hearing shall be held.

C. The procedure for appeal and trial shall be the same as provided by law for misdemeanors.
Trial by jury shall be as provided in Article 4 (8 19.2-260 et seq.) of Chapter 15 of Title 19.2.
The Commonwealth shall be required to prove its case beyond a reasonable doubt.

D. The humane investigator, law-enforcement officer, or animal control officer shall provide for
such animal until the court has concluded the hearing. Any locality may require the owner of any
animal held pursuant to this subsection for more than thirty days to post a bond in surety with the
locality for the amount of the cost of boarding the animal for a period of time set by ordinance,
not to exceed nine months.
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In any locality that has not adopted such an ordinance, a court may order the owner of an animal
held pursuant to this subsection for more than 30 days to post a bond in surety with the locality
for the amount of the cost of boarding the animal for a period of time not to exceed nine months.
The bond shall not be forfeited if the owner is found to be not guilty of the violation.

If the court determines that the animal has been neither abandoned, cruelly treated, nor deprived
of adequate care, the animal shall be returned to the owner. If the court determines that the
animal has been (i) abandoned or cruelly treated, (ii) deprived of adequate care, as that term is
defined in § 3.2-6500, or (iii) raised as a dog that has been, is, or is intended to be used in
dogfighting in violation of § 3.2-6571, then the court shall order that the animal be: (a) sold by a
local governing body; (b) humanely destroyed, or disposed of by sale or gift to a federal agency,
state-supported institution, agency of the Commonwealth, agency of another state, or a licensed
federal dealer having its principal place of business located within the Commonwealth; (c)
delivered to any local humane society or shelter, or to any person who is a resident of the county
or city where the animal is seized or an adjacent county or city in the Commonwealth and who
will pay the required license fee, if any, on such animal; or (d) delivered to the person with a
right of property in the animal as provided in subsection E.

E. In no case shall the owner be allowed to purchase, adopt, or otherwise obtain the animal if the
court determines that the animal has been abandoned, cruelly treated, or deprived of adequate
care. The court shall direct that the animal be delivered to the person with a right of property in
the animal, upon his request, if the court finds that the abandonment, cruel treatment, or
deprivation of adequate care is not attributable to the actions or inactions of such person.

F. The court shall order the owner of any animal determined to have been abandoned, cruelly
treated, or deprived of adequate care to pay all reasonable expenses incurred in caring and
providing for such animal from the time the animal is seized until such time that the animal is
disposed of in accordance with the provisions of this section, to the provider of such care.

G. The court may prohibit the possession or ownership of other companion animals by the owner
of any companion animal found to have been abandoned, cruelly treated, or deprived of adequate
care. In making a determination to prohibit the possession or ownership of companion animals,
the court may take into consideration the owner’s past record of convictions under this chapter or
other laws prohibiting cruelty to animals or pertaining to the care or treatment of animals and the
owner’s mental and physical condition.

H. If the court finds that an agricultural animal has been abandoned or cruelly treated, the court
may prohibit the possession or ownership of any other agricultural animal by the owner of the
agricultural animal if the owner has exhibited a pattern of abandoning or cruelly treating
agricultural animals as evidenced by previous convictions of violating § 3.2-6504 or 3.2-6570. In
making a determination to prohibit the possession or ownership of agricultural animals, the court
may take into consideration the owner’s mental and physical condition.
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I. Any person who is prohibited from owning or possessing animals pursuant to subsection G or
H may petition the court to repeal the prohibition after two years have elapsed from the date of
entry of the court’s order. The court may, in its discretion, repeal the prohibition if the person can
prove to the satisfaction of the court that the cause for the prohibition has ceased to exist.

J. When a sale occurs, the proceeds shall first be applied to the costs of the sale then next to the
unreimbursed expenses for the care and provision of the animal, and the remaining proceeds, if
any, shall be paid over to the owner of the animal. If the owner of the animal cannot be found,
the proceeds remaining shall be paid into the Literary Fund.

K. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the humane destruction of a critically
injured or ill animal for humane purposes by the impounding humane investigator, law-
enforcement officer, animal control officer, or licensed veterinarian.

VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6570 (2017). Cruelty to animals; penalty.

A. Any person who: (i) overrides, overdrives, overloads, tortures, ill-treats, abandons, willfully
inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with bona fide scientific or medical
experimentation, or cruelly or unnecessarily beats, maims, mutilates, or kills any animal, whether
belonging to himself or another; (ii) deprives any animal of necessary food, drink, shelter or
emergency veterinary treatment; (iii) sores any equine for any purpose or administers drugs or
medications to alter or mask such soring for the purpose of sale, show, or exhibition of any kind,
unless such administration of drugs or medications is within the context of a veterinary client-
patient relationship and solely for therapeutic purposes; (iv) ropes, lassoes, or otherwise obstructs
or interferes with one or more legs of an equine in order to intentionally cause it to trip or fall for
the purpose of engagement in a rodeo, contest, exhibition, entertainment, or sport unless such
actions are in the practice of accepted animal husbandry or for the purpose of allowing veterinary
care; (v) willfully sets on foot, instigates, engages in, or in any way furthers any act of cruelty to
any animal; (vi) carries or causes to be carried by any vehicle, vessel or otherwise any animal in
a cruel, brutal, or inhumane manner, so as to produce torture or unnecessary suffering; or (vii)
causes any of the above things, or being the owner of such animal permits such acts to be done
by another is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

In addition to the penalties provided in this subsection, the court may, in its discretion, require
any person convicted of a violation of this subsection to attend an anger management or other
appropriate treatment program or obtain psychiatric or psychological counseling. The court may
impose the costs of such a program or counseling upon the person convicted.

B. Any person who: (i) tortures, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with
bona fide scientific or medical experimentation, or cruelly and unnecessarily beats, maims,
mutilates or kills any animal whether belonging to himself or another; (ii) sores any equine for
any purpose or administers drugs or medications to alter or mask such soring for the purpose of
sale, show, or exhibit of any kind, unless such administration of drugs or medications is under
the supervision of a licensed veterinarian and solely for therapeutic purposes; (iii) ropes, lassoes,
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or otherwise obstructs or interferes with one or more legs of an equine in order to intentionally
cause it to trip or fall for the purpose of engagement in a rodeo, contest, exhibition,
entertainment, or sport unless such actions are in the practice of accepted animal husbandry or
for the purpose of allowing veterinary care; (iv) maliciously deprives any companion animal of
necessary food, drink, shelter or emergency veterinary treatment; (v) instigates, engages in, or in
any way furthers any act of cruelty to any animal set forth in clauses (i) through (iv) or (vi)
causes any of the actions described in clauses (i) through (v), or being the owner of such animal
permits such acts to be done by another; and has been within five years convicted of a violation
of this subsection or subsection A, is guilty of a Class 6 felony if the current violation or any
previous violation of this subsection or subsection A resulted in the death of an animal or the
euthanasia of an animal based on the recommendation of a licensed veterinarian upon
determination that such euthanasia was necessary due to the condition of the animal, and such
condition was a direct result of a violation of this subsection or subsection A.

C. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the dehorning of cattle conducted in a
reasonable and customary manner.

D. This section shall not prohibit authorized wildlife management activities or hunting, fishing or
trapping as regulated under other titles of the Code of Virginia, including Title 29.1, or to
farming activities as provided under this title or regulations adopted hereunder.

E. It is unlawful for any person to kill a domestic dog or cat for the purpose of obtaining the hide,
fur or pelt of the dog or cat. A violation of this subsection is a Class 1 misdemeanor. A second or
subsequent violation of this subsection is a Class 6 felony.

F. Any person who: (i) tortures, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with
bona fide scientific or medical experimentation or cruelly and unnecessarily beats, maims or
mutilates any dog or cat that is a companion animal whether belonging to him or another; and (ii)
as a direct result causes the death of such dog or cat that is a companion animal, or the euthanasia
of such animal on the recommendation of a licensed veterinarian upon determination that such
euthanasia was necessary due to the condition of the animal, is guilty of a Class 6 felony. If a
dog or cat is attacked on its owner’s property by a dog so as to cause injury or death, the owner
of the injured dog or cat may use all reasonable and necessary force against the dog at the time of
the attack to protect his dog or cat. Such owner may be presumed to have taken necessary and
appropriate action to defend his dog or cat and shall therefore be presumed not to have violated
this subsection. The provisions of this subsection shall not overrule § 3.2-6540, 3.2-6540.1, or
3.2-6552.

G. Any person convicted of violating this section may be prohibited by the court from possession
or ownership of companion animals.

VA-95



VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6570.1 (2017). Sale of animals after cruelty or neglect conviction;
penalty.

Any person who has been convicted of a violation of any law concerning abuse, neglect, or
cruelty to animals that sells, offers for sale, or trades any companion animal is guilty of a Class 1
misdemeanor. However, a person may dispose of animals under the provisions of a court order.
VA. CODE ANN. § 3.2-6571 (2017). Animal fighting; penalty.

A. No person shall knowingly:

1. Promote, prepare for, engage in, or be employed in, the fighting of animals for
amusement, sport or gain;

2. Attend an exhibition of the fighting of animals;

3. Authorize or allow any person to undertake any act described in this section on any
premises under his charge or control; or

4. Aid or abet any such acts.

Except as provided in subsection B, any person who violates any provision of this subsection is
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

B. Any person who violates any provision of subsection A in combination with one or more of
the following is guilty of a Class 6 felony:

1. When a dog is one of the animals;

2. When any device or substance intended to enhance an animal’s ability to fight or to
inflict injury upon another animal is used, or possessed with intent to use it for such
purpose;

3. When money or anything of value is wagered on the result of such fighting;

4. When money or anything of value is paid or received for the admission of a person to a
place for animal fighting;

5. When any animal is possessed, owned, trained, transported, or sold with the intent that
the animal engage in an exhibition of fighting with another animal; or

6. When he permits or causes a minor to (i) attend an exhibition of the fighting of any
animals or (ii) undertake or be involved in any act described in this subsection.
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1. Any animal control officer, as defined in § 3.2-6500, shall confiscate any animal that
he determines has been, is, or is intended to be used in animal fighting and any equipment
used in training such animal or used in animal fighting.

2. Upon confiscation of an animal, the animal control officer shall petition the
appropriate court for a hearing for a determination of whether the animal has been, is, or
is intended to be used in animal fighting. The hearing shall be not more than 10 business
days from the date of the confiscation of the animal. If the court finds that the animal has
not been used, is not used and is not intended to be used in animal fighting, it shall order
the animal released to its owner. However, if the court finds probable cause to believe
that the animal has been, is, or is intended to be used in animal fighting, the court shall
order the animal forfeited to the locality unless the owner posts bond in surety with the
locality in an amount sufficient to compensate the locality for its cost of caring for the
animal for a period of nine months. He shall post additional bond for each successive
nine-month period until a final determination by the trial court on any criminal charges
brought pursuant to subsections A or B.

3. Upon a final determination of guilt by the trial court on criminal charges brought
pursuant to subsections A or B, the court shall order that the animal be forfeited to the
locality. Upon a final determination of not guilty by the trial court on the underlying
criminal charges, a confiscated animal shall be returned to its owner and any bond shall
be refunded to him.

D. Any person convicted of violating any provision of subsection A or B shall be prohibited by
the court from possession or ownership of companion animals or cocks.

E. In addition to fines and costs, the court shall order any person who is convicted of a violation
of this section to pay all reasonable costs incurred in housing, caring for, or euthanizing any
confiscated animal. If the court finds that the actual costs are reasonable, it may order payment of
actual costs.

F. The provisions of this section shall not apply to any law-enforcement officer in the
performance of his duties. This section shall not prohibit (i) authorized wildlife management
activities or hunting, fishing, or trapping authorized under any title of the Code of Virginia or
regulations promulgated thereto or (ii) farming activities authorized under Title 3.2 of the Code
of Virginia or regulations promulgated thereto.

VA CODE ANN. § 3.2-6588 (2017). Intentional interference with a guide or leader dog;
penalty.

A. Itis unlawful for a person to, without just cause, willfully impede or interfere with the duties
performed by a dog if the person knows or has reason to believe the dog is a guide or leader dog.
A violation of this subsection is a Class 3 misdemeanor.
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B. It is unlawful for a person to, without just cause, willfully injure a dog if the person knows or
has reason to believe the dog is a guide or leader dog. A violation of this subsection is a Class 1
misdemeanor.

VA. CODE ANN. § 15.2-836.1 (2017). Animal protection police officer.

The department of police, if established in accordance with Chapter 17 (8§ 15.2-1700 et seq.),
may include an animal protection police officer who shall have all of the powers of an animal
control officer, as defined in § 3.2-6500, conferred by general law and one or more deputy
animal protection police officers to assist the animal protection police officer in the performance
of his duties. An animal protection officer and his deputies also shall have all of the powers
vested in law-enforcement officers, as defined in § 9.1-101, if they meet the minimum
qualifications and have been certified under 88 15.2-1705 and 15.2-1706.

“Guide or leader dog” means a dog that: (i) serves as a dog guide for a blind person as defined in
8 51.5-60 or for a person with a visual disability; (ii) serves as a listener for a deaf or hard-of-
hearing person as defined in § 51.5-111; or (iii) provides support or assistance for a physically
disabled or handicapped person.

VA. CODE ANN. § 16.1-253 (2017). Preliminary protective order.

A. Upon the motion of any person or upon the court's own motion, the court may issue a
preliminary protective order, after a hearing, if necessary to protect a child's life, health, safety or
normal development pending the final determination of any matter before the court. The order
may require a child's parents, guardian, legal custodian, other person standing in loco parentis or
other family or household member of the child to observe reasonable conditions of behavior for a
specified length of time. These conditions shall include any one or more of the following:

1. To abstain from offensive conduct against the child, a family or household member of
the child or any person to whom custody of the child is awarded;

2. To cooperate in the provision of reasonable services or programs designed to protect
the child's life, health or normal development;

3. To allow persons named by the court to come into the child's home at reasonable times
designated by the court to visit the child or inspect the fitness of the home and to

determine the physical or emotional health of the child,

4. To allow visitation with the child by persons entitled thereto, as determined by the
court;

5. To refrain from acts of commission or omission which tend to endanger the child's life,
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health or normal development;

6. To refrain from such contact with the child or family or household members of the
child, as the court may deem appropriate, including removal of such person from the
residence of the child. However, prior to the issuance by the court of an order removing
such person from the residence of the child, the petitioner must prove by a preponderance
of the evidence that such person's probable future conduct would constitute a danger to
the life or health of such child, and that there are no less drastic alternatives which could
reasonably and adequately protect the child's life or health pending a final determination
on the petition; or

7. To grant the person on whose behalf the order is issued the possession of any
companion animal as defined in § 3.2-6500 if such person meets the definition of owner
in § 3.2-6500.

B. A preliminary protective order may be issued ex parte upon motion of any person or the
court's own motion in any matter before the court, or upon petition. The motion or petition shall
be supported by an affidavit or by sworn testimony in person before the judge or intake officer
which establishes that the child would be subjected to an imminent threat to life or health to the
extent that delay for the provision of an adversary hearing would be likely to result in serious or
irremediable injury to the child's life or health. If an ex parte order is issued without an affidavit
being presented, the court, in its order, shall state the basis upon which the order was entered,
including a summary of the allegations made and the court's findings. Following the issuance of
an ex parte order the court shall provide an adversary hearing to the affected parties within the
shortest practicable time not to exceed five business days after the issuance of the order.

C. Prior to the hearing required by this section, notice of the hearing shall be given at least 24
hours in advance of the hearing to the guardian ad litem for the child, to the parents, guardian,
legal custodian, or other person standing in loco parentis of the child, to any other family or
household member of the child to whom the protective order may be directed and to the child if
he or she is 12 years of age or older. The notice provided herein shall include (i) the time, date
and place for the hearing and (ii) a specific statement of the factual circumstances which
allegedly necessitate the issuance of a preliminary protective order.

D. All parties to the hearing shall be informed of their right to counsel pursuant to § 16.1-266.

E. At the hearing the child, his or her parents, guardian, legal custodian or other person standing
in loco parentis and any other family or household member of the child to whom notice was
given shall have the right to confront and cross-examine all adverse witnesses and evidence and
to present evidence on their own behalf.

F. If a petition alleging abuse or neglect of a child has been filed, at the hearing pursuant to this
section the court shall determine whether the allegations of abuse or neglect have been proven by
a preponderance of the evidence. Any finding of abuse or neglect shall be stated in the court
order. However, if, before such a finding is made, a person responsible for the care and custody
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of the child, the child's guardian ad litem or the local department of social services objects to a
finding being made at the hearing, the court shall schedule an adjudicatory hearing to be held
within 30 days of the date of the initial preliminary protective order hearing. The adjudicatory
hearing shall be held to determine whether the allegations of abuse and neglect have been proven
by a preponderance of the evidence. Parties who are present at the hearing shall be given notice
of the date set for the adjudicatory hearing and parties who are not present shall be summoned as
provided in § 16.1-263. The adjudicatory hearing shall be held and an order may be entered,
although a party to the hearing fails to appear and is not represented by counsel, provided
personal or substituted service was made on the person, or the court determines that such person
cannot be found, after reasonable effort, or in the case of a person who is without the
Commonwealth, the person cannot be found or his post office address cannot be ascertained after
reasonable effort.

Any preliminary protective order issued shall remain in full force and effect pending the
adjudicatory hearing.

G. If at the preliminary protective order hearing held pursuant to this section the court makes a
finding of abuse or neglect and a preliminary protective order is issued, a dispositional hearing
shall be held pursuant to § 16.1-278.2. The court shall forthwith, but in all cases no later than the
end of the business day on which the order was issued, enter and transfer electronically to the
Virginia Criminal Information Network the respondent's identifying information and the name,
date of birth, sex, and race of each protected person provided to the court. A copy of the
preliminary protective order containing any such identifying information shall be forwarded
forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service and entry of protective
orders. Upon receipt of the order by the primary law-enforcement agency, the agency shall
forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to the identifying information and other
appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal
Information Network established and maintained by the Department of State Police pursuant to
Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order shall be served forthwith on the allegedly
abusing person in person as provided in § 16.1-264 and due return made to the court. However, if
the order is issued by the circuit court, the clerk of the circuit court shall forthwith forward an
attested copy of the order containing the respondent's identifying information and the name, date
of birth, sex, and race of each protected person provided to the court to the primary law-
enforcement agency providing service and entry of protective orders and upon receipt of the
order, the primary law-enforcement agency shall enter the name of the person subject to the
order and other appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into the
Virginia Criminal Information Network established and maintained by the Department pursuant
to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order shall be served forthwith upon the
allegedly abusing person in person as provided in § 16.1-264. Upon service, the agency making
service shall enter the date and time of service and other appropriate information required by the
Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network and make due return
to the court. The preliminary order shall specify a date for the dispositional hearing. The
dispositional hearing shall be scheduled at the time of the hearing pursuant to this section, and
shall be held within 60 days of this hearing. If an adjudicatory hearing is requested pursuant to
subsection F, the dispositional hearing shall nonetheless be scheduled at the hearing pursuant to
this section. All parties present at the hearing shall be given notice of the date and time scheduled
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for the dispositional hearing; parties who are not present shall be summoned to appear as
provided in § 16.1-263.

H. Nothing in this section enables the court to remove a child from the custody of his or her
parents, guardian, legal custodian or other person standing in loco parentis, except as provided in
§ 16.1-278.2, and no order hereunder shall be entered against a person over whom the court does
not have jurisdiction.

I. Neither a law-enforcement agency, the attorney for the Commonwealth, a court nor the clerk's
office, nor any employee of them, may disclose, except among themselves, the residential
address, telephone number, or place of employment of the person protected by the order or that
of the family of such person, except to the extent that disclosure is (i) required by law or the
Rules of the Supreme Court, (i1) necessary for law-enforcement purposes, or (iii) permitted by
the court for good cause.

J. Violation of any order issued pursuant to this section shall constitute contempt of court.

K. The court shall forthwith, but in all cases no later than the end of the business day on which
the order was issued, enter and transfer electronically to the Virginia Criminal Information
Network the respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of
each protected person provided to the court. A copy of the preliminary protective order
containing any such identifying information shall be forwarded forthwith to the primary law-
enforcement agency responsible for service and entry of protective orders. Upon receipt of the
order by the primary law-enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any
modification as necessary to the identifying information and other appropriate information
required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network
established and maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52
and the order shall be served forthwith on the allegedly abusing person in person as provided in §
16.1-264 and due return made to the court. However, if the order is issued by the circuit court,
the clerk of the circuit court shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the order containing the
respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of each protected
person provided to the court to the primary law-enforcement agency providing service and entry
of protective orders and upon receipt of the order, the primary law-enforcement agency shall
enter the name of the person subject to the order and other appropriate information required by
the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and
maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order
shall be served forthwith on the allegedly abusing person in person as provided in § 16.1-264.
Upon service, the agency making service shall enter the date and time of service and other
appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal
Information Network and make due return to the court. The preliminary order shall specify a date
for the full hearing.

Upon receipt of the return of service or other proof of service pursuant to subsection C of § 16.1-
264, the clerk shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the preliminary protective order to the
primary law-enforcement agency and the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any
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modification as necessary into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as described above. If
the order is later dissolved or modified, a copy of the dissolution or modification order shall also
be attested, forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service
and entry of protective orders, and upon receipt of the order by the primary law-enforcement
agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to the
identifying information and other appropriate information required by the Department of State
Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as described above and the order shall be
served forthwith and due return made to the court.

L. No fee shall be charged for filing or serving any petition or order pursuant to this section.

VA. CODE ANN. § 16.1-253.1 (2017). Preliminary protective orders in cases of family abuse;
confidentiality.

A. Upon the filing of a petition alleging that the petitioner is or has been, within a reasonable
period of time, subjected to family abuse, the court may issue a preliminary protective order
against an allegedly abusing person in order to protect the health and safety of the petitioner or
any family or household member of the petitioner. The order may be issued in an ex parte
proceeding upon good cause shown when the petition is supported by an affidavit or sworn
testimony before the judge or intake officer. Immediate and present danger of family abuse or
evidence sufficient to establish probable cause that family abuse has recently occurred shall
constitute good cause. Evidence that the petitioner has been subjected to family abuse within a
reasonable time and evidence of immediate and present danger of family abuse may be
established by a showing that (i) the allegedly abusing person is incarcerated and is to be
released from incarceration within 30 days following the petition or has been released from
incarceration within 30 days prior to the petition, (ii) the crime for which the allegedly abusing
person was convicted and incarcerated involved family abuse against the petitioner, and (ii1) the
allegedly abusing person has made threatening contact with the petitioner while he was
incarcerated, exhibiting a renewed threat to the petitioner of family abuse.

A preliminary protective order may include any one or more of the following conditions to be
imposed on the allegedly abusing person:

1. Prohibiting acts of family abuse or criminal offenses that result in injury to person or
property.

2. Prohibiting such contacts by the respondent with the petitioner or family or household
members of the petitioner as the court deems necessary for the health or safety of such
persons.

3. Granting the petitioner possession of the premises occupied by the parties to the

exclusion of the allegedly abusing person; however, no such grant of possession shall
affect title to any real or personal property.
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4. Enjoining the respondent from terminating any necessary utility service to a premises
that the petitioner has been granted possession of pursuant to subdivision 3 or, where
appropriate, ordering the respondent to restore utility services to such premises.

5. Granting the petitioner temporary possession or use of a motor vehicle owned by the
petitioner alone or jointly owned by the parties to the exclusion of the allegedly abusing
person; however, no such grant of possession or use shall affect title to the vehicle.

6. Requiring that the allegedly abusing person provide suitable alternative housing for the
petitioner and any other family or household member and, where appropriate, requiring
the respondent to pay deposits to connect or restore necessary utility services in the
alternative housing provided.

7. Granting the petitioner the possession of any companion animal as defined in § 3.2-
6500 if such petitioner meets the definition of owner in § 3.2-6500.

8. Any other relief necessary for the protection of the petitioner and family or household
members of the petitioner.

B. The court shall forthwith, but in all cases no later than the end of the business day on which
the order was issued, enter and transfer electronically to the Virginia Criminal Information
Network the respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of
each protected person provided to the court. A copy of a preliminary protective order containing
any such identifying information shall be forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement
agency responsible for service and entry of protective orders. Upon receipt of the order by the
primary law-enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as
necessary to the identifying information and other appropriate information required by the
Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and
maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order
shall be served forthwith on the allegedly abusing person in person as provided in § 16.1-264 and
due return made to the court. However, if the order is issued by the circuit court, the clerk of the
circuit court shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the order containing the respondent's
identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of each protected person
provided to the court to the primary law-enforcement agency providing service and entry of
protective orders and upon receipt of the order, the primary law-enforcement agency shall enter
the name of the person subject to the order and other appropriate information required by the
Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and
maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order
shall be served forthwith on the allegedly abusing person in person as provided in § 16.1-264.
Upon service, the agency making service shall enter the date and time of service and other
appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal
Information Network and make due return to the court. The preliminary order shall specify a date
for the full hearing. The hearing shall be held within 15 days of the issuance of the preliminary
order. If the respondent fails to appear at this hearing because the respondent was not personally
served, or if personally served was incarcerated and not transported to the hearing, the court may
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extend the protective order for a period not to exceed six months. The extended protective order
shall be served forthwith on the respondent. However, upon motion of the respondent and for
good cause shown, the court may continue the hearing. The preliminary order shall remain in
effect until the hearing. Upon request after the order is issued, the clerk shall provide the
petitioner with a copy of the order and information regarding the date and time of service. The
order shall further specify that either party may at any time file a motion with the court
requesting a hearing to dissolve or modify the order. The hearing on the motion shall be given
precedence on the docket of the court.

Upon receipt of the return of service or other proof of service pursuant to subsection C of § 16.1-
264, the clerk shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the preliminary protective order to the
primary law-enforcement agency, and the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any
modification as necessary into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as described above. If
the order is later dissolved or modified, a copy of the dissolution or modification order shall also
be attested, forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service
and entry of protective orders, and upon receipt of the order by the primary law-enforcement
agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to the
identifying information and other appropriate information required by the Department of State
Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as described above and the order shall be
served forthwith and due return made to the court.

C. The preliminary order is effective upon personal service on the allegedly abusing person.
Except as otherwise provided in § 16.1-253.2, a violation of the order shall constitute contempt
of court.

D. At a full hearing on the petition, the court may issue a protective order pursuant to § 16.1-
279.1 if the court finds that the petitioner has proven the allegation of family abuse by a
preponderance of the evidence.

E. Neither a law-enforcement agency, the attorney for the Commonwealth, a court nor the clerk's
office, nor any employee of them, may disclose, except among themselves, the residential
address, telephone number, or place of employment of the person protected by the order or that
of the family of such person, except to the extent that disclosure is (i) required by law or the
Rules of the Supreme Court, (i1) necessary for law-enforcement purposes, or (iii) permitted by
the court for good cause.

F. As used in this section, “copy” includes a facsimile copy.

G. No fee shall be charged for filing or serving any petition or order pursuant to this section.
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VA. CODE ANN. § 16.1-253.4 (2017). Emergency protective orders authorized in certain
cases; penalty.

A. Any judge of a circuit court, general district court, juvenile and domestic relations district
court or magistrate may issue a written or oral ex parte emergency protective order pursuant to
this section in order to protect the health or safety of any person.

B. When a law-enforcement officer or an allegedly abused person asserts under oath to a judge
or magistrate, and on that assertion or other evidence the judge or magistrate (i) finds that a
warrant for a violation of § 18.2-57.2 has been issued or issues a warrant for violation of § 18.2-
57.2 and finds that there is probable danger of further acts of family abuse against a family or
household member by the respondent or (ii) finds that reasonable grounds exist to believe that
the respondent has committed family abuse and there is probable danger of a further such offense
against a family or household member by the respondent, the judge or magistrate shall issue an
ex parte emergency protective order, except if the respondent is a minor, an emergency
protective order shall not be required, imposing one or more of the following conditions on the
respondent:

1. Prohibiting acts of family abuse or criminal offenses that result in injury to person or
property;

2. Prohibiting such contacts by the respondent with the allegedly abused person or family
or household members of the allegedly abused person, including prohibiting the
respondent from being in the physical presence of the allegedly abused person or family
or household members of the allegedly abused person, as the judge or magistrate deems
necessary to protect the safety of such persons;

3. Granting the family or household member possession of the premises occupied by the
parties to the exclusion of the respondent; however, no such grant of possession shall
affect title to any real or personal property; and

4. Granting the petitioner the possession of any companion animal as defined in § 3.2-
6500 if such petitioner meets the definition of owner in § 3.2-6500.

When the judge or magistrate considers the issuance of an emergency protective order pursuant
to clause (i), he shall presume that there is probable danger of further acts of family abuse against
a family or household member by the respondent unless the presumption is rebutted by the
allegedly abused person.

C. An emergency protective order issued pursuant to this section shall expire at 11:59 p.m. on
the third day following issuance. If the expiration occurs on a day that the court is not in session,
the emergency protective order shall be extended until 11:59 p.m. on the next day that the
juvenile and domestic relations district court is in session. When issuing an emergency protective
order under this section, the judge or magistrate shall provide the protected person or the law-
enforcement officer seeking the emergency protective order with the form for use in filing
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petitions pursuant to § 16.1-253.1 and written information regarding protective orders that shall
include the telephone numbers of domestic violence agencies and legal referral sources on a form
prepared by the Supreme Court. If these forms are provided to a law-enforcement officer, the
officer may provide these forms to the protected person when giving the emergency protective
order to the protected person. The respondent may at any time file a motion with the court
requesting a hearing to dissolve or modify the order issued hereunder. The hearing on the motion
shall be given precedence on the docket of the court.

D. A law-enforcement officer may request an emergency protective order pursuant to this section
and, if the person in need of protection is physically or mentally incapable of filing a petition
pursuant to § 16.1-253.1 or 16.1-279.1, may request the extension of an emergency protective
order for an additional period of time not to exceed three days after expiration of the original
order. The request for an emergency protective order or extension of an order may be made
orally, in person or by electronic means, and the judge of a circuit court, general district court, or
juvenile and domestic relations district court or a magistrate may issue an oral emergency
protective order. An oral emergency protective order issued pursuant to this section shall be
reduced to writing, by the law-enforcement officer requesting the order or the magistrate on a
preprinted form approved and provided by the Supreme Court of Virginia. The completed form
shall include a statement of the grounds for the order asserted by the officer or the allegedly
abused person.

E. The court or magistrate shall forthwith, but in all cases no later than the end of the business
day on which the order was issued, enter and transfer electronically to the Virginia Criminal
Information Network the respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex,
and race of each protected person provided to the court or magistrate. A copy of an emergency
protective order issued pursuant to this section containing any such identifying information shall
be forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service and entry
of protective orders. Upon receipt of the order by the primary law-enforcement agency, the
agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to the identifying
information and other appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into
the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and maintained by the Department
pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order shall be served forthwith upon
the respondent and due return made to the court. However, if the order is issued by the circuit
court, the clerk of the circuit court shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the order
containing the respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of
each protected person provided to the court to the primary law-enforcement agency providing
service and entry of protective orders and upon receipt of the order, the primary law-enforcement
agency shall enter the name of the person subject to the order and other appropriate information
required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Network established and
maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order
shall be served forthwith on the respondent. Upon service, the agency making service shall enter
the date and time of service and other appropriate information required by the Department of
State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network and make due return to the court.
One copy of the order shall be given to the allegedly abused person when it is issued, and one
copy shall be filed with the written report required by subsection D of § 19.2-81.3. The judge or
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magistrate who issues an oral order pursuant to an electronic request by a law-enforcement
officer shall verify the written order to determine whether the officer who reduced it to writing
accurately transcribed the contents of the oral order. The original copy shall be filed with the
clerk of the juvenile and domestic relations district court within five business days of the
issuance of the order. If the order is later dissolved or modified, a copy of the dissolution or
modification order shall also be attested, forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement
agency responsible for service and entry of protective orders, and upon receipt of the order by
the primary law-enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any
modification as necessary to the identifying information and other appropriate information
required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as
described above and the order shall be served forthwith and due return made to the court. Upon
request, the clerk shall provide the allegedly abused person with information regarding the date
and time of service.

F. The availability of an emergency protective order shall not be affected by the fact that the
family or household member left the premises to avoid the danger of family abuse by the
respondent.

G. The issuance of an emergency protective order shall not be considered evidence of any
wrongdoing by the respondent.

H. As used in this section, “law-enforcement officer” means (i) any full-time or part-time
employee of a police department or sheriff's office which is part of or administered by the
Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof and who is responsible for the prevention
and detection of crime and the enforcement of the penal, traffic, or highway laws of the
Commonwealth; (ii) any member of an auxiliary police force established pursuant to § 15.2-
1731; and (iii) any special conservator of the peace who meets the certification requirements for
a law-enforcement officer as set forth in § 15.2-1706. Part-time employees are compensated
officers who are not full-time employees as defined by the employing police department or
sheriff's office.

I. Neither a law-enforcement agency, the attorney for the Commonwealth, a court nor the clerk's
office, nor any employee of them, may disclose, except among themselves, the residential
address, telephone number, or place of employment of the person protected by the order or that
of the family of such person, except to the extent that disclosure is (i) required by law or the
Rules of the Supreme Court, (i1) necessary for law-enforcement purposes, or (ii1) permitted by
the court for good cause.

J. As used in this section:

"Copy" includes a facsimile copy.

"Physical presence" includes (1) intentionally maintaining direct visual contact with the petitioner
or (i1) unreasonably being within 100 feet from the petitioner's residence or place of

employment.
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K. No fee shall be charged for filing or serving any petition or order pursuant to this section.

L. Except as provided in § 16.1-253.2, a violation of a protective order issued under this section
shall constitute contempt of court.

VA. CODE ANN. § 16.1-279.1 (2017). Protective order in cases of family abuse.

A. In cases of family abuse, including any case involving an incarcerated or recently incarcerated
respondent against whom a preliminary protective order has been issued pursuant to § 16.1-
253.1, the court may issue a protective order to protect the health and safety of the petitioner and
family or household members of the petitioner. A protective order issued under this section may
include any one or more of the following conditions to be imposed on the respondent:

1. Prohibiting acts of family abuse or criminal offenses that result in injury to person or
property;

2. Prohibiting such contacts by the respondent with the petitioner or family or household
members of the petitioner as the court deems necessary for the health or safety of such
persons;

3. Granting the petitioner possession of the residence occupied by the parties to the
exclusion of the respondent; however, no such grant of possession shall affect title to any
real or personal property;

4. Enjoining the respondent from terminating any necessary utility service to the
residence to which the petitioner was granted possession pursuant to subdivision 3 or,
where appropriate, ordering the respondent to restore utility services to that residence;

5. Granting the petitioner temporary possession or use of a motor vehicle owned by the
petitioner alone or jointly owned by the parties to the exclusion of the respondent and
enjoining the respondent from terminating any insurance, registration, or taxes on the
motor vehicle and directing the respondent to maintain the insurance, registration, and
taxes, as appropriate; however, no such grant of possession or use shall affect title to the
vehicle;

6. Requiring that the respondent provide suitable alternative housing for the petitioner
and, if appropriate, any other family or household member and where appropriate,

requiring the respondent to pay deposits to connect or restore necessary utility services in
the alternative housing provided,

7. Ordering the respondent to participate in treatment, counseling or other programs as
the court deems appropriate;

8. Granting the petitioner the possession of any companion animal as defined in § 3.2-
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6500 if such petitioner meets the definition of owner in § 3.2-6500; and

9. Any other relief necessary for the protection of the petitioner and family or household
members of the petitioner, including a provision for temporary custody or visitation of a
minor child.

Al. If a protective order is issued pursuant to subsection A, the court may also issue a temporary
child support order for the support of any children of the petitioner whom the respondent has a
legal obligation to support. Such order shall terminate upon the determination of support
pursuant to § 20-108.1.

B. The protective order may be issued for a specified period of time up to a maximum of two
years. The protective order shall expire at 11:59 p.m. on the last day specified or at 11:59 p.m. on
the last day of the two-year period if no date is specified. Prior to the expiration of the protective
order, a petitioner may file a written motion requesting a hearing to extend the order.
Proceedings to extend a protective order shall be given precedence on the docket of the court. If
the petitioner was a family or household member of the respondent at the time the initial
protective order was issued, the court may extend the protective order for a period not longer
than two years to protect the health and safety of the petitioner or persons who are family or
household members of the petitioner at the time the request for an extension is made. The
extension of the protective order shall expire at 11:59 p.m. on the last day specified or at 11:59
p.m. on the last day of the two-year period if no date is specified. Nothing herein shall limit the
number of extensions that may be requested or issued.

C. A copy of the protective order shall be served on the respondent and provided to the petitioner
as soon as possible. The court, including a circuit court if the circuit court issued the order, shall
forthwith, but in all cases no later than the end of the business day on which the order was
issued, enter and transfer electronically to the Virginia Criminal Information Network the
respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of each protected
person provided to the court and shall forthwith forward the attested copy of the protective order
containing any such identifying information to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible
for service and entry of protective orders. Upon receipt of the order by the primary law-
enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to
the identifying information and other appropriate information required by the Department of
State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and maintained by the
Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order shall be served
forthwith upon the respondent and due return made to the court. Upon service, the agency
making service shall enter the date and time of service and other appropriate information
required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network and
make due return to the court. If the order is later dissolved or modified, a copy of the dissolution
or modification order shall also be attested, forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement
agency responsible for service and entry of protective orders, and upon receipt of the order by
the primary law-enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any
modification as necessary to the identifying information and other appropriate information
required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as
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described above and the order shall be served forthwith and due return made to the court.

D. Except as otherwise provided in § 16.1-253.2, a violation of a protective order issued under
this section shall constitute contempt of court.

E. The court may assess costs and attorneys' fees against either party regardless of whether an
order of protection has been issued as a result of a full hearing.

F. Any judgment, order or decree, whether permanent or temporary, issued by a court of
appropriate jurisdiction in another state, the United States or any of its territories, possessions or
Commonwealths, the District of Columbia or by any tribal court of appropriate jurisdiction for
the purpose of preventing violent or threatening acts or harassment against or contact or
communication with or physical proximity to another person, including any of the conditions
specified in subsection A, shall be accorded full faith and credit and enforced in the
Commonwealth as if it were an order of the Commonwealth, provided reasonable notice and
opportunity to be heard were given by the issuing jurisdiction to the person against whom the
order is sought to be enforced sufficient to protect such person's due process rights and consistent
with federal law. A person entitled to protection under such a foreign order may file the order in
any juvenile and domestic relations district court by filing with the court an attested or
exemplified copy of the order. Upon such a filing, the clerk shall forthwith forward an attested
copy of the order to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service and entry of
protective orders which shall, upon receipt, enter the name of the person subject to the order and
other appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia
Criminal Information Network established and maintained by the Department pursuant to
Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52. Where practical, the court may transfer information
electronically to the Virginia Criminal Information Network.

Upon inquiry by any law-enforcement agency of the Commonwealth, the clerk shall make a
copy available of any foreign order filed with that court. A law-enforcement officer may, in the
performance of his duties, rely upon a copy of a foreign protective order or other suitable
evidence which has been provided to him by any source and may also rely upon the statement of
any person protected by the order that the order remains in effect.

G. Either party may at any time file a written motion with the court requesting a hearing to
dissolve or modify the order. Proceedings to dissolve or modify a protective order shall be given
precedence on the docket of the court.

H. As used in this section:
“Copy” includes a facsimile copy; and
“Protective order” includes an initial, modified or extended protective order.

I. Neither a law-enforcement agency, the attorney for the Commonwealth, a court nor the clerk's
office, nor any employee of them, may disclose, except among themselves, the residential
address, telephone number, or place of employment of the person protected by the order or that
of the family of such person, except to the extent that disclosure is (i) required by law or the
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Rules of the Supreme Court, (ii) necessary for law-enforcement purposes, or (iii) permitted by
the court for good cause.

J. No fee shall be charged for filing or serving any petition or order pursuant to this section.

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-10 (2017). Punishment for conviction of felony, penalty.
The authorized punishments for conviction of a felony are:

(a) For Class 1 felonies, death, if the person so convicted was 18 years of age or older at
the time of the offense and is not determined to be a person with intellectual disability
pursuant to § 19.2-264.3:1.1, or imprisonment for life and, subject to subdivision (g), a
fine of not more than $100,000. If the person was under 18 years of age at the time of the
offense or is determined to be a person with intellectual disability pursuant to § 19.2-
264.3:1.1, the punishment shall be imprisonment for life and, subject to subdivision (g), a
fine of not more than $100,000.

(b) For Class 2 felonies, imprisonment for life or for any term not less than 20 years and,
subject to subdivision (g), a fine of not more than $100,000.

(c) For Class 3 felonies, a term of imprisonment of not less than five years nor more than
20 years and, subject to subdivision (g), a fine of not more than $100,000.

(d) For Class 4 felonies, a term of imprisonment of not less than two years nor more than
10 years and, subject to subdivision (g), a fine of not more than $100,000.

(e) For Class 5 felonies, a term of imprisonment of not less than one year nor more than
10 years, or in the discretion of the jury or the court trying the case without a jury,
confinement in jail for not more than 12 months and a fine of not more than $2,500,
either or both.

(F) For Class 6 felonies, a term of imprisonment of not less than one year nor more than
five years, or in the discretion of the jury or the court trying the case without a jury,
confinement in jail for not more than 12 months and a fine of not more than $2,500,
either or both.

(9) Except as specifically authorized in subdivision (e) or (f), or in Class 1 felonies for
which a sentence of death is imposed, the court shall impose either a sentence of
imprisonment together with a fine, or imprisonment only. However, if the defendant is
not a natural person, the court shall impose only a fine.
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For any felony offense committed (i) on or after January 1, 1995, the court may, and (ii) on or
after July 1, 2000, shall, except in cases in which the court orders a suspended term of
confinement of at least six months, impose an additional term of not less than six months nor
more than three years, which shall be suspended conditioned upon successful completion of a
period of post-release supervision pursuant to § 19.2-295.2 and compliance with such other
terms as the sentencing court may require. However, such additional term may only be imposed
when the sentence includes an active term of incarceration in a correctional facility.

For a felony offense prohibiting proximity to children as described in subsection A of § 18.2-
370.2, the sentencing court is authorized to impose the punishment set forth in that section in
addition to any other penalty provided by law.

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-11 (2017). Punishment for conviction of misdemeanor.
The authorized punishments for conviction of a misdemeanor are:

(a) For Class 1 misdemeanors, confinement in jail for not more than twelve months and a
fine of not more than $2,500, either or both.

(b) For Class 2 misdemeanors, confinement in jail for not more than six months and a
fine of not more than $1,000, either or both.

(c) For Class 3 misdemeanors, a fine of not more than $500.
(d) For Class 4 misdemeanors, a fine of not more than $250.

For a misdemeanor offense prohibiting proximity to children as described in subsection A of
8§ 18.2-370.2, the sentencing court is authorized to impose the punishment set forth in subsection
B of that section in addition to any other penalty provided by law.

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-144 (2017). Maiming, killing or poisoning animals, fowl, etc.

Except as otherwise provided for by law, if any person maliciously shoot, stab, wound or
otherwise cause bodily injury to, or administer poison to or expose poison with intent that it be
taken by, any horse, mule, pony, cattle, swine or other livestock of another, with intent to maim,
disfigure, disable or kill the same, or if he do any of the foregoing acts to any animal of his own
with intent to defraud any insurer thereof, he shall be guilty of a Class 5 felony. If any person do
any of the foregoing acts to any fowl or to any companion animal with any of the aforesaid
intents, he shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor, except that any second or subsequent
offense shall be a Class 6 felony if the current offense or any previous offense resulted in the
death of an animal or the euthanasia of an animal based on the recommendation of a licensed
veterinarian upon determination that such euthanasia was necessary due to the condition of the
animal, and such condition was a direct result of a violation of this section.
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VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-361 (2017). Crimes against nature; penalty.

A. If any person carnally knows in any manner any brute animal or voluntarily submits to such
carnal knowledge, he is guilty of a Class 6 felony.

B. Any person who performs or causes to be performed cunnilingus, fellatio, anilingus, or anal
intercourse upon or by his daughter or granddaughter, son or grandson, brother or sister, or father
or mother is guilty of a Class 5 felony. However, if a parent or grandparent commits any such act
with his child or grandchild and such child or grandchild is at least 13 but less than 18 years of
age at the time of the offense, such parent or grandparent is guilty of a Class 3 felony.

C. For the purposes of this section, parent includes step-parent, grandparent includes step-
grandparent, child includes step-child, and grandchild includes step-grandchild.

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-403.1 (2017). Offenses involving animals—Class 1 misdemeanors.

The following unlawful acts and offenses against animals shall constitute and be punished as a
Class 1 misdemeanor:

1. Violation of subsection A of § 3.2-6570 pertaining to cruelty to animals, except as
provided for second or subsequent violations in that section.

2. Violation of § 3.2-6508 pertaining to transporting animals under certain conditions.

3. Making a false claim or receiving money on a false claim under § 3.2-6553 pertaining
to compensation for livestock and poultry killed by dogs.

4. Violation of § 3.2-6518 pertaining to boarding establishments and groomers as defined
in § 3.2-6500.
VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-403.2 (2017). Offenses involving animals—Class 3 misdemeanors.

The following unlawful acts and offenses against animals shall constitute and be punished as a
Class 3 misdemeanor:

1. Violation of § 3.2-6511 pertaining to the failure of a shopkeeper or pet dealer to
provide adequate care to animals.

2. Violation of § 3.2-6509 pertaining to the misrepresentation of an animal’s condition by
the shopkeeper or pet dealer.

3. Violation of § 3.2-6504 pertaining to the abandonment of animals.
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4. Violation of 8 3.2-6510 pertaining to the sale of baby fowl.
5. Violation of clause (iii) of subsection A of § 3.2-6570 pertaining to soring horses.
6. Violation of § 3.2-6519 pertaining to notice of consumer remedies required to be
supplied by boarding establishments.

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-403.3 (2017). Offenses involving animals—Class 4 misdemeanors.

The following unlawful acts and offenses against animals shall constitute and be punished as a
Class 4 misdemeanor:

1. Violation of § 3.2-6566 pertaining to interference of agents charged with preventing
cruelty to animals.

2. Violation of § 3.2-6573 pertaining to shooting pigeons.

3. Violation of § 3.2-6554 pertaining to disposing of the body of a dead companion
animal.

4. Violation of ordinances passed pursuant to 88 3.2-6522 and 3.2-6525 pertaining to
rabid dogs and preventing the spread of rabies and the running at large of vicious dogs.

5. Violation of an ordinance passed pursuant to § 3.2-6539 requiring dogs to be on a
leash.

6. Failure by any person to secure and exhibit the permits required by § 29.1-422
pertaining to field trails, night trails and foxhounds.

7. Diseased dogs. —For the owner of any dog with a contagious or infectious disease to
permit such dog to stray from his premises if such disease is known to the owner.

8. License application. —For any person to make a false statement in order to secure a
dog or cat license to which he is not entitled.

9. License tax. —For any dog or cat owner to fail to pay any license tax required by
8§ 3.2-6503 before February 1 for the year in which it is due. In addition, the court may
order confiscation and the proper disposition of the dog or cat.

10. Concealing a dog or cat. —For any person to conceal or harbor any dog or cat on
which any required license tax has not been paid.
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11. Removing collar and tag. —For any person, except the owner or custodian, to remove
a legally acquired license tag from a dog or cat without the permission of the owner or
custodian.

12. Violation of § 3.2-6503 pertaining to care of animals by owner.

VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-513 (2017). Definitions.
As used in this chapter, the term:
“Criminal street gang” shall be as defined in § 18.2-46.1.

“Enterprise” includes any of the following: sole proprietorship, partnership, corporation,
business trust, criminal street gang; or other group of three or more individuals associated
for the purpose of criminal activity.

“Proceeds” shall be as defined in § 18.2-246.2.

“Racketeering activity” means to commit, attempt to commit, conspire to commit, or to
solicit, coerce, or intimidate another person to commit two or more of the following
offenses: Article 2.1 (8 18.2-46.1 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of this title, § 18.2-460; a felony
offense of 88§ 3.2-4212, 3.2-4219, 10.1-1455, 18.2-31, 18.2-32, 18.2-32.1, 18.2-33, 18.2-
35, Article 2.2 (8 18.2-46.4 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of this title, 8§ 18.2-47, 18.2-48, 18.2-
48.1, 18.2-49, 18.2-51, 18.2-51.2, 18.2-52, 18.2-53, 18.2-55, 18.2-58, 18.2-59, 18.2-77,
18.2-79, 18.2-80, 18.2-89, 18.2-90, 18.2-91, 18.2-92, 18.2-93, 18.2-95, Article 4 (§ 18.2-
111 et seq.) of Chapter 5 of this title, Article 1 (§ 18.2-168 et seq.) of Chapter 6 of this
title, 8§ 18.2-178, 18.2-186, Article 6 (8 18.2-191 et seq.) of Chapter 6 of this title,
Article 9 (8§ 18.2-246.1 et seq.) of Chapter 6 of this title, § 18.2-246.13, Article 1 (§ 18.2-
247 et seq.) of Chapter 7 of this title, §8§ 18.2-279, 18.2-286.1, 18.2-289, 18.2-300, 18.2-
308.2, 18.2-308.2:1, 18.2-328, 18.2-348, 18.2-355, 18.2-356, 18.2-357, 18.2-357.1, 18.2-
368, 18.2-369, 18.2-374.1, Article 8 (8 18.2-433.1 et seq.) of Chapter 9 of this title,
Article 1 (8§ 18.2-434 et seq.) of Chapter 10 of this title, Article 2 (§ 18.2-438 et seq.) of
Chapter 10 of this title, Article 3 (8 18.2-446 et seq.) of Chapter 10 of this title, Article
1.1 (8 18.2-498.1 et seq.) of Chapter 12 of this title, § 3.2-6571, 18.2-516, 32.1-314, 58.1-
1008.2, 58.1-1017, or 58.1-1017.1; or any substantially similar offenses under the laws of
any other state, the District of Columbia, the United States or its territories.

VA. CODE ANN. § 19.2-152.8 (2017). Emergency protective orders authorized.
A. Any judge of a circuit court, general district court, juvenile and domestic relations district
court or magistrate may issue a written or oral ex parte emergency protective order pursuant to

this section in order to protect the health or safety of any person.

B. When a law-enforcement officer or an alleged victim asserts under oath to a judge or
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magistrate that such person is being or has been subjected to an act of violence, force, or threat
and on that assertion or other evidence the judge or magistrate finds that (i) there is probable
danger of a further such act being committed by the respondent against the alleged victim or (ii)
a petition or warrant for the arrest of the respondent has been issued for any criminal offense
resulting from the commission of an act of violence, force, or threat, the judge or magistrate shall
issue an ex parte emergency protective order imposing one or more of the following conditions
on the respondent:

1. Prohibiting acts of violence, force, or threat or criminal offenses resulting in injury to
person or property,

2. Prohibiting such contacts by the respondent with the alleged victim or the alleged
victim's family or household members, including prohibiting the respondent from being
in the physical presence of the alleged victim or the alleged victim's family or household
members, as the judge or magistrate deems necessary to protect the safety of such
persons;

3. Such other conditions as the judge or magistrate deems necessary to prevent (i) acts of
violence, force, or threat, (ii) criminal offenses resulting in injury to person or property,
or (iil)) communication or other contact of any kind by the respondent; and

4. Granting the petitioner the possession of any companion animal as defined in § 3.2-
6500 if such petitioner meets the definition of owner in § 3.2-6500.

C. An emergency protective order issued pursuant to this section shall expire at 11:59 p.m. on
the third day following issuance. If the expiration occurs on a day that the court is not in session,
the emergency protective order shall be extended until 11:59 p.m. on the next day that the court
which issued the order is in session. The respondent may at any time file a motion with the court
requesting a hearing to dissolve or modify the order. The hearing on the motion shall be given
precedence on the docket of the court.

D. A law-enforcement officer may request an emergency protective order pursuant to this section
and, if the person in need of protection is physically or mentally incapable of filing a petition
pursuant to § 19.2-152.9 or 19.2-152.10, may request the extension of an emergency protective
order for an additional period of time not to exceed three days after expiration of the original
order. The request for an emergency protective order or extension of an order may be made
orally, in person or by electronic means, and the judge of a circuit court, general district court, or
juvenile and domestic relations district court or a magistrate may issue an oral emergency
protective order. An oral emergency protective order issued pursuant to this section shall be
reduced to writing, by the law-enforcement officer requesting the order or the magistrate, on a
preprinted form approved and provided by the Supreme Court of Virginia. The completed form
shall include a statement of the grounds for the order asserted by the officer or the alleged victim
of such crime.

E. The court or magistrate shall forthwith, but in all cases no later than the end of the business
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day on which the order was issued, enter and transfer electronically to the Virginia Criminal
Information Network the respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex,
and race of each protected person provided to the court or magistrate. A copy of an emergency
protective order issued pursuant to this section containing any such identifying information shall
be forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service and entry
of protective orders. Upon receipt of the order by the primary law-enforcement agency, the
agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to the identifying
information and other appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into
the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and maintained by the Department
pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order shall be served forthwith upon
the respondent and due return made to the court. However, if the order is issued by the circuit
court, the clerk of the circuit court shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the order
containing the respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of
each protected person provided to the court to the primary law-enforcement agency providing
service and entry of protective orders and upon receipt of the order, the primary law-enforcement
agency shall enter the name of the person subject to the order and other appropriate information
required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network
established and maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52
and the order shall be served forthwith upon the respondent. Upon service, the agency making
service shall enter the date and time of service and other appropriate information required into
the Virginia Criminal Information Network and make due return to the court. One copy of the
order shall be given to the alleged victim of such crime. The judge or magistrate who issues an
oral order pursuant to an electronic request by a law-enforcement officer shall verify the written
order to determine whether the officer who reduced it to writing accurately transcribed the
contents of the oral order. The original copy shall be filed with the clerk of the appropriate
district court within five business days of the issuance of the order. If the order is later dissolved
or modified, a copy of the dissolution or modification order shall also be attested, forwarded
forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service and entry of protective
orders, and upon receipt of the order by the primary law-enforcement agency, the agency shall
forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to the identifying information and other
appropriate information required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal
Information Network as described above and the order shall be served forthwith and due return
made to the court. Upon request, the clerk shall provide the alleged victim of such crime with
information regarding the date and time of service.

F. The issuance of an emergency protective order shall not be considered evidence of any
wrongdoing by the respondent.

G. As used in this section, a “law-enforcement officer” means any (i) person who is a full-time
or part-time employee of a police department or sheriff's office which is part of or administered
by the Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof and who is responsible for the
prevention and detection of crime and the enforcement of the penal, traffic or highway laws of
the Commonwealth and (i1) member of an auxiliary police force established pursuant to § 15.2-
1731. Part-time employees are compensated officers who are not full-time employees as defined
by the employing police department or sheriff's office.
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H. Neither a law-enforcement agency, the attorney for the Commonwealth, a court nor the clerk's
office, nor any employee of them, may disclose, except among themselves, the residential
address, telephone number, or place of employment of the person protected by the order or that
of the family of such person, except to the extent that disclosure is (i) required by law or the
Rules of the Supreme Court, (ii) necessary for law-enforcement purposes, or (iii) permitted by
the court for good cause.

I. As used in this section:
"Copy" includes a facsimile copy.

"Physical presence" includes (i) intentionally maintaining direct visual contact with the petitioner
or (i1) unreasonably being within 100 feet from the petitioner's residence or place of
employment.

J. No fee shall be charged for filing or serving any petition pursuant to this section.

K. No emergency protective order shall be issued pursuant to this section against a law-
enforcement officer for any action arising out of the lawful performance of his duties.

VA. CODE ANN. § 19.2-152.9 (2017). Preliminary protective orders.

A. Upon the filing of a petition alleging that (i) the petitioner is or has been, within a reasonable
period of time, subjected to an act of violence, force, or threat, or (ii) a petition or warrant has
been issued for the arrest of the alleged perpetrator for any criminal offense resulting from the
commission of an act of violence, force, or threat, the court may issue a preliminary protective
order against the alleged perpetrator in order to protect the health and safety of the petitioner or
any family or household member of the petitioner. The order may be issued in an ex parte
proceeding upon good cause shown when the petition is supported by an affidavit or sworn
testimony before the judge or intake officer. Immediate and present danger of any act of
violence, force, or threat or evidence sufficient to establish probable cause that an act of
violence, force, or threat has recently occurred shall constitute good cause.

A preliminary protective order may include any one or more of the following conditions to be
imposed on the respondent:

1. Prohibiting acts of violence, force, or threat or criminal offenses that may result in
injury to person or property;

2. Prohibiting such other contacts by the respondent with the petitioner or the petitioner's
family or household members as the court deems necessary for the health and safety of
such persons;

3. Such other conditions as the court deems necessary to prevent (i) acts of violence,

VA-118



force, or threat, (i1) criminal offenses that may result in injury to person or property, or
(i11) communication or other contact of any kind by the respondent; and

4. Granting the petitioner the possession of any companion animal as defined in § 3.2-
6500 if such petitioner meets the definition of owner in § 3.2-6500.

B. The court shall forthwith, but in all cases no later than the end of the business day on which
the order was issued, enter and transfer electronically to the Virginia Criminal Information
Network the respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of
each protected person provided to the court. A copy of a preliminary protective order containing
any such identifying information shall be forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement
agency responsible for service and entry of protective orders. Upon receipt of the order by the
primary law-enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as
necessary to the identifying information and other appropriate information required by the
Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and
maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order
shall be served forthwith on the alleged perpetrator in person as provided in § 16.1-264, and due
return made to the court. However, if the order is issued by the circuit court, the clerk of the
circuit court shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the order containing the respondent's
identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of each protected person
provided to the court to the primary law-enforcement agency providing service and entry of
protective orders and upon receipt of the order, the primary law-enforcement agency shall enter
the name of the person subject to the order and other appropriate information required by the
Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and
maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order
shall be served forthwith on the alleged perpetrator in person as provided in § 16.1-264. Upon
service, the agency making service shall enter the date and time of service and other appropriate
information required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information
Network and make due return to the court. The preliminary order shall specify a date for the full
hearing. The hearing shall be held within 15 days of the issuance of the preliminary order. If the
respondent fails to appear at this hearing because the respondent was not personally served, the
court may extend the protective order for a period not to exceed six months. The extended
protective order shall be served as soon as possible on the respondent. However, upon motion of
the respondent and for good cause shown, the court may continue the hearing. The preliminary
order shall remain in effect until the hearing. Upon request after the order is issued, the clerk
shall provide the petitioner with a copy of the order and information regarding the date and time
of service. The order shall further specify that either party may at any time file a motion with the
court requesting a hearing to dissolve or modify the order. The hearing on the motion shall be
given precedence on the docket of the court.

Upon receipt of the return of service or other proof of service pursuant to subsection C of § 16.1-
264, the clerk shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the preliminary protective order to
primary law-enforcement agency and the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any
modification as necessary into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as described above. If
the order is later dissolved or modified, a copy of the dissolution or modification order shall also

VA-119



be attested, forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service
and entry of protective orders, and upon receipt of the order by the primary law-enforcement
agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to the
identifying information and other appropriate information required by the Department of State
Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as described above and the order shall be
served forthwith and due return made to the court.

C. The preliminary order is effective upon personal service on the alleged perpetrator. Except as
otherwise provided, a violation of the order shall constitute contempt of court.

D. At a full hearing on the petition, the court may issue a protective order pursuant to § 19.2-
152.10 if the court finds that the petitioner has proven the allegation that the petitioner is or has
been, within a reasonable period of time, subjected to an act of violence, force, or threat by a
preponderance of the evidence.

E. No fees shall be charged for filing or serving petitions pursuant to this section.

F. Neither a law-enforcement agency, the attorney for the Commonwealth, a court nor the clerk's
office, nor any employee of them, may disclose, except among themselves, the residential
address, telephone number, or place of employment of the person protected by the order or that
of the family of such person, except to the extent that disclosure is (i) required by law or the
Rules of the Supreme Court, (ii) necessary for law-enforcement purposes, or (iii) permitted by
the court for good cause.

G. As used in this section, “copy” includes a facsimile copy.

VA. CODE ANN. § 19.2-152.10 (2017). Protective order.

A. The court may issue a protective order pursuant to this chapter to protect the health and safety
of the petitioner and family or household members of a petitioner upon (i) the issuance of a

petition or warrant for, or a conviction of, any criminal offense resulting from the commission of
an act of violence, force, or threat or (ii) a hearing held pursuant to subsection D of § 19.2-152.9.

A protective order issued under this section may include any one or more of the following
conditions to be imposed on the respondent:

1. Prohibiting acts of violence, force, or threat or criminal offenses that may result in
injury to person or property;

2. Prohibiting such contacts by the respondent with the petitioner or family or household
members of the petitioner as the court deems necessary for the health or safety of such
persons;

3. Any other relief necessary to prevent (i) acts of violence, force, or threat, (i) criminal
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offenses that may result in injury to person or property, or (iii) communication or other
contact of any kind by the respondent; and

4. Granting the petitioner the possession of any companion animal as defined in § 3.2-
6500 if such petitioner meets the definition of owner in § 3.2-6500.

B. The protective order may be issued for a specified period of time up to a maximum of two
years. The protective order shall expire at 11:59 p.m. on the last day specified or at 11:59 p.m. on
the last day of the two-year period if no date is specified. Prior to the expiration of the protective
order, a petitioner may file a written motion requesting a hearing to extend the order.
Proceedings to extend a protective order shall be given precedence on the docket of the court.
The court may extend the protective order for a period not longer than two years to protect the
health and safety of the petitioner or persons who are family or household members of the
petitioner at the time the request for an extension is made. The extension of the protective order
shall expire at 11:59 p.m. on the last day specified or at 11:59 p.m. on the last day of the two-
year period if no date is specified. Nothing herein shall limit the number of extensions that may
be requested or issued.

C. A copy of the protective order shall be served on the respondent and provided to the petitioner
as soon as possible. The court, including a circuit court if the circuit court issued the order, shall
forthwith, but in all cases no later than the end of the business day on which the order was
issued, enter and transfer electronically to the Virginia Criminal Information Network the
respondent's identifying information and the name, date of birth, sex, and race of each protected
person provided to the court and shall forthwith forward the attested copy of the protective order
and containing any such identifying information to the primary law-enforcement agency
responsible for service and entry of protective orders. Upon receipt of the order by the primary
law-enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as
necessary to the identifying information and other appropriate information required by the
Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network established and
maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.) of Title 52 and the order
shall be served forthwith upon the respondent and due return made to the court. Upon service,
the agency making service shall enter the date and time of service and other appropriate
information required into the Virginia Criminal Information Network and make due return to the
court. If the order is later dissolved or modified, a copy of the dissolution or modification order
shall also be attested, forwarded forthwith to the primary law-enforcement agency responsible
for service and entry of protective orders, and upon receipt of the order by the primary law-
enforcement agency, the agency shall forthwith verify and enter any modification as necessary to
the identifying information and other appropriate information required by the Department of
State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information Network as described above and the order
shall be served forthwith and due return made to the court.

D. Except as otherwise provided, a violation of a protective order issued under this section shall
constitute contempt of court.

E. The court may assess costs and attorneys' fees against either party regardless of whether an
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order of protection has been issued as a result of a full hearing.

F. Any judgment, order or decree, whether permanent or temporary, issued by a court of
appropriate jurisdiction in another state, the United States or any of its territories, possessions or
Commonwealths, the District of Columbia or by any tribal court of appropriate jurisdiction for
the purpose of preventing violent or threatening acts or harassment against or contact or
communication with or physical proximity to another person, including any of the conditions
specified in subsection A, shall be accorded full faith and credit and enforced in the
Commonwealth as if it were an order of the Commonwealth, provided reasonable notice and
opportunity to be heard were given by the issuing jurisdiction to the person against whom the
order is sought to be enforced sufficient to protect such person's due process rights and consistent
with federal law. A person entitled to protection under such a foreign order may file the order in
any appropriate district court by filing with the court, an attested or exemplified copy of the
order. Upon such a filing, the clerk shall forthwith forward an attested copy of the order to the
primary law-enforcement agency responsible for service and entry of protective orders which
shall, upon receipt, enter the name of the person subject to the order and other appropriate
information required by the Department of State Police into the Virginia Criminal Information
Network established and maintained by the Department pursuant to Chapter 2 (§ 52-12 et seq.)
of Title 52. Where practical, the court may transfer information electronically to the Virginia
Criminal Information Network.

Upon inquiry by any law-enforcement agency of the Commonwealth, the clerk shall make a
copy available of any foreign order filed with that court. A law-enforcement officer may, in the
performance of his duties, rely upon a copy of a foreign protective order or other suitable
evidence which has been provided to him by any source and may also rely upon the statement of
any person protected by the order that the order remains in effect.

G. Either party may at any time file a written motion with the court requesting a hearing to
dissolve or modify the order. Proceedings to modify or dissolve a protective order shall be given
precedence on the docket of the court.

H. Neither a law-enforcement agency, the attorney for the Commonwealth, a court nor the clerk's
office, nor any employee of them, may disclose, except among themselves, the residential
address, telephone number, or place of employment of the person protected by the order or that
of the family of such person, except to the extent that disclosure is (i) required by law or the
Rules of the Supreme Court, (i1) necessary for law-enforcement purposes, or (iii) permitted by
the court for good cause.

I. No fees shall be charged for filing or serving petitions pursuant to this section.
J. As used in this section:

“Copy” includes a facsimile copy; and
“Protective order” includes an initial, modified or extended protective order.
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VA. CODE ANN. § 29.1-525.2 (2017). Fox and coyote enclosures prohibited; penalty.

A. Tt is unlawful to erect, maintain, or operate an enclosure for the purpose of pursuing, hunting,
or killing or attempting to pursue, hunt, or kill any fox or coyote with a dog. For purposes of this
section, "enclosure" means a fence or other barrier that is used to prevent or impede the natural
egress by any fox or coyote. A person who violates any provision of this subsection is guilty of a
Class 1 misdemeanor. This subsection shall not be construed to limit the authority of the
Department to enforce other available penalties.

B. This section shall not preclude the pursuing, hunting, or killing of any fox or coyote by a dog
in the absence of an enclosure, or the killing of any fox or coyote by a landowner or tenant when
the fox or coyote is damaging domestic stock or fowl on the owned or leased land.

C. Until July 1, 2054, the provisions of subsection A shall not apply to any location at which, as
of January 1, 2014, a foxhound training preserve existed and was operating under a permit issued
by the Department. The Department shall continue to issue or renew permits to existing locations
in accordance with this section notwithstanding changes in the identity of the person or entity
holding the permit.

D. The regulations governing foxhound training preserves in effect as of January 1, 2014, shall
continue in full force and effect, provided, however, that the Department shall adopt regulations
by October 1, 2014, to limit the total number of foxes stocked annually in all permitted preserves
to 900. The Department shall specify a proportional number of foxes that may be stocked in each
permitted preserve based upon the number of acres of the preserve as a percentage of the total
acreage of permitted foxhound training preserves. If a preserve ceases to operate, its allocation of
foxes from the previous year shall be deducted from the total number of foxes that may be
stocked in foxhound training preserves in the Commonwealth.

E. The Department shall not deny a permit to an existing location solely due to recordkeeping
failures or other technical violations of the regulations governing foxhound training preserves.

F. The Department shall deny a permit to an existing location if the location voluntarily ceases
operation of its foxhound training preserve for a period of 12 consecutive months or longer.

G. Notwithstanding the provisions of § 2.2-4002, the denial of a permit to operate a foxhound
training preserve by the Department shall constitute a case decision subject to the Administrative
Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.). If a permittee or owner of a location subject to a permit files a
notice of appeal with the Department, the Department shall continue to permit the location until
any such appeals have been exhausted and the Department's determination upheld.

VA. CODE ANN. § 54.1-3812.1 (2017). Reporting of animal cruelty.

Any person regulated by the Board who makes a report of suspected animal cruelty or who
provides records or information related to a report of suspected cruelty or testifies in any judicial
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proceeding arising from such report, records, or information shall be immune from any civil or
criminal liability or administrative penalty or sanction on account of such report, records,
information, or testimony, unless such person acted in bad faith or with malicious purpose.

VA. CODE ANN. § 63.2-1509 (2017). Physicians, nurses, teachers, etc., to report certain
injuries to children; penalty for failure to report.
A. The following persons who, in their professional or official capacity, have reason to suspect
that a child is an abused or neglected child, shall report the matter immediately to the local
department of the county or city wherein the child resides or wherein the abuse or neglect is
believed to have occurred or to the Department’s toll-free child abuse and neglect hotline:

1. Any person licensed to practice medicine or any of the healing arts;

2. Any hospital resident or intern, and any person employed in the nursing profession;

3. Any person employed as a social worker or family-services specialist;

4. Any probation officer;

5. Any teacher or other person employed in a public or private school, kindergarten or
nursery school;

6. Any person providing full-time or part-time child care for pay on a regularly planned
basis;

7. Any mental health professional;

8. Any law-enforcement officer or animal control officer;

9. Any mediator eligible to receive court referrals pursuant to § 8.01-576.8;

10. Any professional staff person, not previously enumerated, employed by a private or
state-operated hospital, institution or facility to which children have been committed or
where children have been placed for care and treatment;

11. Any person associated with or employed by any private organization responsible for
the care, custody or control of children;

12. Any person who is designated a court-appointed special advocate pursuant to Article
5 (8 9.1-151 et seq.) of Chapter 1 of Title 9.1;

13. Any person, over the age of 18 years, who has received training approved by the
Department of Social Services for the purposes of recognizing and reporting child abuse
and neglect;
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14. Any person employed by a local department as defined in § 63.2-100 who determines
eligibility for public assistance; and

15. Any emergency medical services provider certified by the Board of Health pursuant
to § 32.1-111.5, unless such provider immediately reports the matter directly to the
attending physician at the hospital to which the child is transported, who shall make such
report forthwith;

This subsection shall not apply to any regular minister, priest, rabbi, imam, or duly accredited
practitioner of any religious organization or denomination usually referred to as a church as it
relates to (i) information required by the doctrine of the religious organization or denomination
to be kept in a confidential manner or (ii) information that would be subject to § 8.01-400 or
19.2-271.3 if offered as evidence in court.

If neither the locality in which the child resides nor where the abuse or neglect is believed to
have occurred is known, then such report shall be made to the local department of the county or
city where the abuse or neglect was discovered or to the Department’s toll-free child abuse and
neglect hotline.

If an employee of the local department is suspected of abusing or neglecting a child, the report
shall be made to the court of the county or city where the abuse or neglect was discovered. Upon
receipt of such a report by the court, the judge shall assign the report to a local department that is
not the employer of the suspected employee for investigation or family assessment. The judge
may consult with the Department in selecting a local department to respond to the report or the
complaint.

If the information is received by a teacher, staff member, resident, intern or nurse in the course of
professional services in a hospital, school or similar institution, such person may, in place of said
report, immediately notify the person in charge of the institution or department, or his designee,
who shall make such report forthwith.

The initial report may be an oral report but such report shall be reduced to writing by the child
abuse coordinator of the local department on a form prescribed by the Board. Any person
required to make the report pursuant to this subsection shall disclose all information that is the
basis for his suspicion of abuse or neglect of the child and, upon request, shall make available to
the child-protective services coordinator and the local department, which is the agency of
jurisdiction, any information, records, or reports that document the basis for the report. All
persons required by this subsection to report suspected abuse or neglect who maintain a record of
a child who is the subject of such a report shall cooperate with the investigating agency and shall
make related information, records and reports available to the investigating agency unless such
disclosure violates the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (20 U.S.C. § 1232g).
Provision of such information, records, and reports by a health care provider shall not be
prohibited by 8§ 8.01-399. Criminal investigative reports received from law-enforcement agencies
shall not be further disseminated by the investigating agency nor shall they be subject to public
disclosure.
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B. For purposes of subsection A, “reason to suspect that a child is abused or neglected” shall
include (i) a finding made by a health care provider within six weeks of the birth of a child that
the child was born affected by substance abuse or experiencing withdrawal symptoms resulting
from in utero drug exposure; (ii) a diagnosis made by a health care provider within four years
following a child's birth that the child has an illness, disease, or condition that, to a reasonable
degree of medical certainty, is attributable to maternal abuse of a controlled substance during
pregnancy; or (iii) a diagnosis made by a health care provider within four years following a
child's birth that the child has a fetal alcohol spectrum disorder attributable to in utero exposure
to alcohol. When “reason to suspect” is based upon this subsection, such fact shall be included in
the report along with the facts relied upon by the person making the report.

C. Any person who makes a report or provides records or information pursuant to subsection A
or who testifies in any judicial proceeding arising from such report, records, or information shall
be immune from any civil or criminal liability or administrative penalty or sanction on account
of such report, records, information, or testimony, unless such person acted in bad faith or with
malicious purpose.

D. Any person required to file a report pursuant to this section who fails to do so within 72 hours

of his first suspicion of child abuse or neglect shall be fined not more than $500 for the first
failure and for any subsequent failures not less than $100 nor more than $1,000.
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