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KANSAS 

 
 
1.  GENERAL PROHIBITIONS * 

 
(1) 

Cruelty to animals 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412(a)(2)-(5) 

 

(2) 

Aggravated cruelty to animals 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412(a)(1),(6) 

 
 
Animals Covered in Definition 

 
“[E]very living vertebrate except a human 

being” 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6411(1) 

 
 
Classification of Crimes 

 
(1) 

[1st offense]: 

Class A nonperson misdemeanor 

 

[Subsequent offenses]: 

Non-person felony 

 

(2) 

Non-person felony 

 
 
2.  MAXIMUM PENALTIES ** 

 

 
(1) 

[1st offense]: 

1 year county jail 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6602(a)(1) 

and/or 

$2,500 fine 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6611(b)(1) 

 

[Subsequent offenses]: 

1 year imprisonment 

and 

$2,500 fine 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412(b)(2)(B) 
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KANSAS continued 
 
 
2.  MAXIMUM PENALTIES ** continued 

 

 
(2) 

1 year imprisonment  

(Note: mandatory 30 day minimum) 

and 

$5,000 fine 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412(b)(1) 
 

 
3.  EXEMPTIONS *** 

 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412(c) 

 

9 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 47-646 
 

 
4.  COUNSELING / EVALUATIONS † 

 
Offenders convicted of “intentionally and 

maliciously killing, injuring, maiming, 

torturing, burning or mutilating any animal” 

or “poison[ing] any domestic animal” shall 

have psychological evaluations while 

imprisoned, and may be ordered to complete 

an anger management program. Such 

conditions shall include, but not be limited to, 

the completion of an anger management 

program. 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412(b)(1) 
 

 
5.  PROTECTIVE ORDERS † 

 
----- 
 

  
6.  RESTITUTION / REIMBURSEMENT  

      OF COSTS / BONDING & LIENS †  

 
Owner may be required to post bond equal to 

cost of 30 days of care. 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412(e) 

 

Expenses shall be assessed to owner if 

convicted.  

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412(g) 
 

 
7.  SEIZURE / ON-SITE SUPERVISION 

 
Any public health officer, law enforcement, 

licensed veterinarian, humane officer, or 

animal shelter agent may take custody of 

cruelly treated animals. 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412(e) 
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KANSAS continued 
 
 
8.  FORFEITURE / POSSESSION † 

 
Court may order forfeiture 20 days after 

seizure if bond not filed, or if owner cannot 

be reasonably ascertained. 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412(e) 

 

Court shall order forfeiture upon conviction.  

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412(h) 
 

Any person convicted of aggravated cruelty 

to animals is prohibited from owning or 

keeping an animal for five years. 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6415 

 
 
9.  CROSS ENFORCEMENT / REPORTING 

 
----- 

 
 
10.  VETERINARIAN REPORTING / IMMUNITY 

 
[NOTE: Under administrative regulation 

K.A.R. § 70-8-1, veterinarians are required to 

report cruel or inhumane treatment of animals 

if the veterinarian has direct knowledge of 

such treatment.] 

 

The requirement of client confidentiality is 

waived for reporting cruel or inhumane 

treatment of an animal. 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 47-839 
 

 
11.  LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICIES 

 
Any public health officer, law enforcement, 

licensed veterinarian, humane officer, or 

animal shelter agent may take custody of 

cruelly treated animals. 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412(e)  
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KANSAS continued 
 
 
12.  SEXUAL ASSAULT 

 
Criminal sodomy includes sodomy between a 

person and an animal, and is a Class B 

nonperson misdemeanor. 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-5504(a)(2) 

 

Aggravated criminal sodomy includes 

causing sodomy between a child under 14 and 

an animal, and is a level 1, person felony. 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-5504(b)(2) 
   

 
13.  FIGHTING 

 
Dogfighting is a level 10 nonperson felony; 

unlawful possession of dogfighting 

paraphernalia is a Class A nonperson 

misdemeanor; attending a dogfight is a Class 

B nonperson misdemeanor. 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6414 
  

Dogs involved in fighting may be seized, and 

forfeited if costs of care bond is not filed. 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6414(e),(f) 
  

Upon conviction for dogfighting, attending a 

dogfight, or possession of dogfighting 

paraphernalia, any seized dog is forfeited and 

offender shall pay all costs of care expenses. 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6414(g) 
  

Conviction results in prohibition from owning 

or keeping an animal for five years. 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6415 
  

Cockfighting is a Level 10 nonperson 

misdemeanor; possession of cockfighting 

paraphernalia is a class A nonperson 

misdemeanor; attendance at a cockfight is a 

class B nonperson misdemeanor. 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6417 

 

Forfeiture is authorized in cases involving 

dogfighting, cockfighting and unlawful 

possession of dogfighting and cockfighting 

paraphernalia.   

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 60-4104(m),(n) 
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KANSAS continued 
 
 
NOTES 

 
The “Pet Animal Act” (KAN. STAT. ANN.  

§§ 47-1701 to -1737) contains requirements 

for the care of animals in stores, pounds, 

shelters, kennels, hobby breeders and others; 

and provides authority for their enforcement.  

 

Harming or killing service/law enforcement 

dogs is a nonperson felony. 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6416 

 
*     States may have other more specific statutes in addition to the general animal protection statutes referenced in this table. 

**   Despite statutory maximums, states often employ sentencing guidelines that may significantly alter the allowable sentence. 
*** Exemptions: 1-veterinary practice, 2-research animals, 3-wildlife, 4-traditional farm animal husbandry practices, 5-slaughter, 6-pest control,  

       7-rodeo, 8-zoos/circuses, 9-other. 

†     This table generally references only those provisions that are within each state’s animal protection statutes. States may employ similar          
       provisions within other non-animal-specific criminal and civil statutes, and may also have a variety of animal-related regulations in effect. 

‡     This list is not exhaustive; states may authorize felony penalties for other crimes involving animals not included in this table. 
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1.  GENERAL PROHIBITIONS 
 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN § 21-6411 (2017). Unlawful acts concerning animals; definitions. 

 

As used in K.S.A. 21-6412 through 21-6417, and amendments thereto: 

 

(a) “Animal” means every living vertebrate except a human being; 

 

(b) “farm animal” means an animal raised on a farm or ranch and used or intended for use as 

food or fiber; 

 

(c) “retailer” means a person regularly engaged in the business of selling tangible personal 

property, services or entertainment for use or consumption and not for resale; 

 

(d) “wild animal” means a living mammal or marsupial which is normally found in the wild 

state, but shall not include a farm animal; and 

 

(e) “domestic pet” means any domesticated animal which is kept for pleasure rather than utility. 

 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412 (2017). Cruelty to animals. 
 

(a) Cruelty to animals is: 

 

(1) Knowingly and maliciously killing, injuring, maiming, torturing, burning or 

mutilating any animal; 

 

(2) knowingly abandoning any animal in any place without making provisions for its 

proper care; 

 

(3) having physical custody of any animal and knowingly failing to provide such food, 

potable water, protection from the elements, opportunity for exercise and other care as is 

needed for the health or well-being of such kind of animal; 

 

(4) intentionally using a wire, pole, stick, rope or any other object to cause an equine to 

lose its balance or fall, for the purpose of sport or entertainment; 

 

(5) knowingly but not maliciously killing or injuring any animal; or 

 

(6) knowingly and maliciously administering any poison to any domestic animal. 

 

(b) Cruelty to animals as defined in: 

 

(1) Subsection (a)(1) or (a)(6) is a nonperson felony. Upon conviction of subsection 

(a)(1) or (a)(6), a person shall be sentenced to not less than 30 days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $5,000. The person 
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convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or reduction of 

sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum mandatory sentence as 

provided herein. During the mandatory 30 days imprisonment, such offender shall have a 

psychological evaluation prepared for the court to assist the court in determining 

conditions of probation. Such conditions shall include, but not be limited to, the 

completion of an anger management program; and 

 

(2) subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5) is a: 

 

(A) Class A nonperson misdemeanor, except as provided in subsection (b)(2)(B); 

and 

 

(B) nonperson felony upon the second or subsequent conviction of cruelty to 

animals as defined in subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5). Upon such 

conviction, a person shall be sentenced to not less than five days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $2,500. The 

person convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or 

reduction of sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum 

mandatory sentence as provided herein. 

 

(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to: 

 

(1) Normal or accepted veterinary practices; 

 

(2) bona fide experiments carried on by commonly recognized research facilities; 

 

(3) killing, attempting to kill, trapping, catching or taking of any animal in accordance 

with the provisions of chapter 32 or chapter 47 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(4) rodeo practices accepted by the rodeo cowboys’ association; 

 

(5) the humane killing of an animal that is diseased or disabled beyond recovery for any 

useful purpose, or the humane killing of animals for population control, by the owner 

thereof or the agent of such owner residing outside of a city or the owner thereof within a 

city if no animal shelter or licensed veterinarian is within the city, or by a licensed 

veterinarian at the request of the owner thereof, or by any officer of an animal shelter, a 

local or state health officer or a licensed veterinarian three business days following the 

receipt of any such animal at such shelter; 

 

(6) with respect to farm animals, normal or accepted practices of animal husbandry, 

including the normal and accepted practices for the slaughter of such animals for food or 

by-products and the careful or thrifty management of one’s herd or animals, including 

animal care practices common in the industry or region; 

 

 

(7) the killing of any animal by any person at any time which may be found outside of the 
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owned or rented property of the owner or custodian of such animal and which is found 

injuring or posing a threat to any person, farm animal or property; 

 

(8) an animal control officer trained by a licensed veterinarian in the use of a tranquilizer 

gun, using such gun with the appropriate dosage for the size of the animal, when such 

animal is vicious or could not be captured after reasonable attempts using other methods; 

 

(9) laying an equine down for medical or identification purposes; 

 

(10) normal or accepted practices of pest control, as defined in  K.S.A. 2-2438a(x), and 

amendments thereto; or 

 

(11) accepted practices of animal husbandry pursuant to regulations promulgated by the 

United States department of agriculture for domestic pet animals under the animal 

welfare act, public law 89-544, as amended and in effect on July 1, 2006. 

 

(d) The provisions of subsection (a)(6) shall not apply to any person exposing poison upon their 

premises for the purpose of destroying wolves, coyotes or other predatory animals. 

 

(e) Any public health officer, law enforcement officer, licensed veterinarian or officer or agent of 

any animal shelter or other appropriate facility may take into custody any animal, upon either 

private or public property, that clearly shows evidence of cruelty to animals. Such officer, agent 

or veterinarian may inspect, care for or treat such animal or place such animal in the care of an 

animal shelter or licensed veterinarian for treatment, boarding or other care or, if an officer of 

such animal shelter or such veterinarian determines that the animal appears to be diseased or 

disabled beyond recovery for any useful purpose, for humane killing. The owner or custodian, if 

known or reasonably ascertainable, shall be notified in writing. If the owner or custodian is 

charged with a violation of this section, the law enforcement agency, district attorney's office, 

county prosecutor, veterinarian or animal shelter may petition the district court in the county in 

which the animal was taken into custody to transfer ownership of the animal at any time after 21 

days after the owner or custodian is notified or, if the owner or custodian is not known or 

reasonably ascertainable after 21 days after the animal is taken into custody, unless the owner or 

custodian of the animal files a renewable cash or performance bond with the county clerk of the 

county where the animal is being held, in an amount equal to not less than the cost of care and 

treatment of the animal for 30 days. Upon receiving such petition, the court shall determine 

whether the animal may be transferred. 

 

(f) The owner or custodian of an animal transferred pursuant to subsection (e) shall not be 

entitled to recover damages for the transfer of such animal unless the owner proves that such 

transfer was unwarranted. 

 

 

(g) Expenses incurred for the care, treatment or boarding of any animal, taken into custody 

pursuant to subsection (e), pending prosecution of the owner or custodian of such animal for the 

crime of cruelty to animals, shall be assessed to the owner or custodian as a cost of the case if the 

owner or custodian is adjudicated guilty of such crime. 
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(h) If a person is adjudicated guilty of the crime of cruelty to animals, such animal shall not be 

returned to or remain with such person. Such animal may be turned over to an animal shelter or 

licensed veterinarian for sale or other disposition. 

 

(i) As used in this section: 

 

(1) “Animal shelter” means the same as such term is defined in K.S.A. 47–1701, and 

amendments thereto;  

 

(2) “Equine” means a horse, pony, mule, jenny, donkey or hinny; and 

 

(3) “maliciously” means a state of mind characterized by actual evil-mindedness or 

specific intent to do a harmful act without a reasonable justification or excuse. 
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2.  PENALTIES 

 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412 (2017). Cruelty to animals. 
 

(a) Cruelty to animals is: 

 

(1) Knowingly and maliciously killing, injuring, maiming, torturing, burning or 

mutilating any animal; 

 

(2) knowingly abandoning any animal in any place without making provisions for its 

proper care; 

 

(3) having physical custody of any animal and knowingly failing to provide such food, 

potable water, protection from the elements, opportunity for exercise and other care as is 

needed for the health or well-being of such kind of animal; 

 

(4) intentionally using a wire, pole, stick, rope or any other object to cause an equine to 

lose its balance or fall, for the purpose of sport or entertainment; 

 

(5) knowingly but not maliciously killing or injuring any animal; or 

 

(6) knowingly and maliciously administering any poison to any domestic animal. 

 

(b) Cruelty to animals as defined in: 

 

(1) Subsection (a)(1) or (a)(6) is a nonperson felony. Upon conviction of subsection 

(a)(1) or (a)(6), a person shall be sentenced to not less than 30 days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $5,000. The person 

convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or reduction of 

sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum mandatory sentence as 

provided herein. During the mandatory 30 days imprisonment, such offender shall have a 

psychological evaluation prepared for the court to assist the court in determining 

conditions of probation. Such conditions shall include, but not be limited to, the 

completion of an anger management program; and 

 

(2) subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5) is a: 

 

(A) Class A nonperson misdemeanor, except as provided in subsection (b)(2)(B); 

and 

 

(B) nonperson felony upon the second or subsequent conviction of cruelty to 

animals as defined in subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5). Upon such 

conviction, a person shall be sentenced to not less than five days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $2,500. The 

person convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or 
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reduction of sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum 

mandatory sentence as provided herein. 

 

(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to: 

 

(1) Normal or accepted veterinary practices; 

 

(2) bona fide experiments carried on by commonly recognized research facilities; 

 

(3) killing, attempting to kill, trapping, catching or taking of any animal in accordance 

with the provisions of chapter 32 or chapter 47 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(4) rodeo practices accepted by the rodeo cowboys’ association; 

 

(5) the humane killing of an animal that is diseased or disabled beyond recovery for any 

useful purpose, or the humane killing of animals for population control, by the owner 

thereof or the agent of such owner residing outside of a city or the owner thereof within a 

city if no animal shelter or licensed veterinarian is within the city, or by a licensed 

veterinarian at the request of the owner thereof, or by any officer of an animal shelter, a 

local or state health officer or a licensed veterinarian three business days following the 

receipt of any such animal at such shelter; 

 

(6) with respect to farm animals, normal or accepted practices of animal husbandry, 

including the normal and accepted practices for the slaughter of such animals for food or 

by-products and the careful or thrifty management of one’s herd or animals, including 

animal care practices common in the industry or region; 

 

 

(7) the killing of any animal by any person at any time which may be found outside of the 

owned or rented property of the owner or custodian of such animal and which is found 

injuring or posing a threat to any person, farm animal or property; 

 

(8) an animal control officer trained by a licensed veterinarian in the use of a tranquilizer 

gun, using such gun with the appropriate dosage for the size of the animal, when such 

animal is vicious or could not be captured after reasonable attempts using other methods; 

 

(9) laying an equine down for medical or identification purposes; 

 

(10) normal or accepted practices of pest control, as defined in  K.S.A. 2-2438a(x), and 

amendments thereto; or 

 

(11) accepted practices of animal husbandry pursuant to regulations promulgated by the 

United States department of agriculture for domestic pet animals under the animal 

welfare act, public law 89-544, as amended and in effect on July 1, 2006. 

 

(d) The provisions of subsection (a)(6) shall not apply to any person exposing poison upon their 
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premises for the purpose of destroying wolves, coyotes or other predatory animals. 

 

(e) Any public health officer, law enforcement officer, licensed veterinarian or officer or agent of 

any animal shelter or other appropriate facility may take into custody any animal, upon either 

private or public property, that clearly shows evidence of cruelty to animals. Such officer, agent 

or veterinarian may inspect, care for or treat such animal or place such animal in the care of an 

animal shelter or licensed veterinarian for treatment, boarding or other care or, if an officer of 

such animal shelter or such veterinarian determines that the animal appears to be diseased or 

disabled beyond recovery for any useful purpose, for humane killing. The owner or custodian, if 

known or reasonably ascertainable, shall be notified in writing. If the owner or custodian is 

charged with a violation of this section, the law enforcement agency, district attorney's office, 

county prosecutor, veterinarian or animal shelter may petition the district court in the county in 

which the animal was taken into custody to transfer ownership of the animal at any time after 21 

days after the owner or custodian is notified or, if the owner or custodian is not known or 

reasonably ascertainable after 21 days after the animal is taken into custody, unless the owner or 

custodian of the animal files a renewable cash or performance bond with the county clerk of the 

county where the animal is being held, in an amount equal to not less than the cost of care and 

treatment of the animal for 30 days. Upon receiving such petition, the court shall determine 

whether the animal may be transferred. 

 

(f) The owner or custodian of an animal transferred pursuant to subsection (e) shall not be 

entitled to recover damages for the transfer of such animal unless the owner proves that such 

transfer was unwarranted. 

 

 

(g) Expenses incurred for the care, treatment or boarding of any animal, taken into custody 

pursuant to subsection (e), pending prosecution of the owner or custodian of such animal for the 

crime of cruelty to animals, shall be assessed to the owner or custodian as a cost of the case if the 

owner or custodian is adjudicated guilty of such crime. 

 

(h) If a person is adjudicated guilty of the crime of cruelty to animals, such animal shall not be 

returned to or remain with such person. Such animal may be turned over to an animal shelter or 

licensed veterinarian for sale or other disposition. 

 

(i) As used in this section: 

 

(1) “Animal shelter” means the same as such term is defined in K.S.A. 47–1701, and 

amendments thereto;  

 

(2) “Equine” means a horse, pony, mule, jenny, donkey or hinny; and 

 

(3) “maliciously” means a state of mind characterized by actual evil-mindedness or 

specific intent to do a harmful act without a reasonable justification or excuse. 
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KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6602 (2017). Classification of misdemeanors and terms of 

confinement; possible disposition. 

 

(a) For the purpose of sentencing, the following classes of misdemeanors and the punishment 

and the terms of confinement authorized for each class are established: 

 

(1) Class A, the sentence for which shall be a definite term of confinement in the county 

jail which shall be fixed by the court and shall not exceed one year; 

 

(2) class B, the sentence for which shall be a definite term of confinement in the county 

jail which shall be fixed by the court and shall not exceed six months; 

 

(3) class C, the sentence for which shall be a definite term of confinement in the county 

jail which shall be fixed by the court and shall not exceed one month; and 

 

(4) unclassified misdemeanors, which shall include all crimes declared to be 

misdemeanors without specification as to class, the sentence for which shall be in 

accordance with the sentence specified in the statute that defines the crime; if no penalty 

is provided in such law, the sentence shall be the same penalty as provided herein for a 

class C misdemeanor. 

 

(b) Upon conviction of a misdemeanor, a person may be punished by a fine, as provided in 

section 1, and amendments thereto, instead of or in addition to confinement, as provided in this 

section. 

 

(c) In addition to or in lieu of any other sentence authorized by law, whenever there is evidence 

that the act constituting the misdemeanor was substantially related to the possession, use or 

ingestion of cereal malt beverage or alcoholic liquor by such person, the court may order such 

person to attend and satisfactorily complete an alcohol or drug education or training program 

certified by the chief judge of the judicial district or licensed by the secretary for aging and 

disability services. 

 

(d) Except as provided in subsection (e), in addition to or in lieu of any other sentence authorized 

by law, whenever a person is convicted of having committed, while under 21 years of age, a 

misdemeanor under K.S.A. 8-1599, 41-719 or 41-727 or K.S.A. 21-5701 through 21-5717, and 

amendments thereto, the court shall order such person to submit to and complete an alcohol and 

drug evaluation by a community-based alcohol and drug safety action program certified pursuant 

to K.S.A. 8-1008, and amendments thereto, and to pay a fee not to exceed the fee established by 

that statute for such evaluation. If the court finds that the person is indigent, the fee may be 

waived. 

 

(e) If the person is 18 or more years of age but less than 21 years of age and is convicted of a 

violation of K.S.A. 41-727, and amendments thereto, involving cereal malt beverage, the 

provisions of subsection (d) are permissive and not mandatory. 
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KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6611 (2017). Fines; crimes committed on or after July 1, 1993. 
 

(a) A person who has been convicted of a felony may, in addition to the sentence authorized by 

law, be ordered to pay a fine which shall be fixed by the court as follows: 

 

(1) For any off-grid felony crime, or any felony ranked in severity level 1 of the drug grid 

committed prior to July 1, 2012, or in severity levels 1 or 2 of the drug grid committed on 

or after July 1, 2012, as provided in K.S.A. 2012 Supp. 21-6805, and amendments 

thereto, a sum not exceeding $ 500,000; 

 

(2) for any felony ranked in severity levels 1 through 5 of the nondrug grid as provided in 

K.S.A. 2012 Supp. 21-6804, and amendments thereto, or in severity levels 2 or 3 of the 

drug grid committed prior to July 1, 2012, or in severity levels 3 or 4 of the drug grid 

committed on or after July 1, 2012, as provided in K.S.A. 2012 Supp. 21-6805, and 

amendments thereto, a sum not exceeding $ 300,000; and 

 

(3) for any felony ranked in severity levels 6 through 10 of the nondrug grid as provided 

in K.S.A. 2012 Supp. 21-6804, and amendments thereto, or in severity level 4 of the drug 

grid committed prior to July 1, 2012, or in severity level 5 of the drug grid committed on 

or after July 1, 2012, as provided in K.S.A. 2012 Supp. 21-6805, and amendments 

thereto, a sum not exceeding $ 100,000. 

 

(b) A person who has been convicted of a misdemeanor, in addition to or instead of the 

imprisonment authorized by law, may be sentenced to pay a fine which shall be fixed by the court 

as follows: 

 

(1) For a class A misdemeanor, a sum not exceeding $2,500; 

 

(2) for a class B misdemeanor, a sum not exceeding $1,000; 

 

(3) for a class C misdemeanor, a sum not exceeding $500; and 

 

(4) for an unclassified misdemeanor, any sum authorized by the statute that defines the 

crime. If no penalty is provided in such law, the fine shall not exceed the fine provided 

herein for a class C misdemeanor. 

 

(c) As an alternative to any of the above fines, the fine imposed may be fixed at any greater sum 

not exceeding double the pecuniary gain derived from the crime by the offender. 

 

(d) A person who has been convicted of a traffic infraction may be sentenced to pay a fine which 

shall be fixed by the court, not exceeding $500. 

 

(e) A person who has been convicted of a cigarette or tobacco infraction shall be sentenced to pay 

a fine of $25. 

 

(f) The provisions of this section shall apply to crimes committed on or after July 1, 1993. 
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http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=94318e7a7417f4efea63cd49378818be&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bK.S.A.%20%a7%2021-6611%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=3&_butInline=1&_butinfo=KSCODE%2021-6804&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVzB-zSkAA&_md5=fe788f0eb2e4ad1f0dabc4f9b485a337
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=94318e7a7417f4efea63cd49378818be&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bK.S.A.%20%a7%2021-6611%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=4&_butInline=1&_butinfo=KSCODE%2021-6805&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVzB-zSkAA&_md5=41fb8fe93150314661ba5fc580ed4b1a
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=94318e7a7417f4efea63cd49378818be&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bK.S.A.%20%a7%2021-6611%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=5&_butInline=1&_butinfo=KSCODE%2021-6804&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVzB-zSkAA&_md5=67f79bc187811afb4ec93746aef962c2
http://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=94318e7a7417f4efea63cd49378818be&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5bK.S.A.%20%a7%2021-6611%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=6&_butInline=1&_butinfo=KSCODE%2021-6805&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVzB-zSkAA&_md5=a5b107a2d741777422bec5c06e33109c
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3.  EXEMPTIONS 
 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412 (2017). Cruelty to animals. 
 

 

(a) Cruelty to animals is: 

 

(1) Knowingly and maliciously killing, injuring, maiming, torturing, burning or 

mutilating any animal; 

 

(2) knowingly abandoning any animal in any place without making provisions for its 

proper care; 

 

(3) having physical custody of any animal and knowingly failing to provide such food, 

potable water, protection from the elements, opportunity for exercise and other care as is 

needed for the health or well-being of such kind of animal; 

 

(4) intentionally using a wire, pole, stick, rope or any other object to cause an equine to 

lose its balance or fall, for the purpose of sport or entertainment; 

 

(5) knowingly but not maliciously killing or injuring any animal; or 

 

(6) knowingly and maliciously administering any poison to any domestic animal. 

 

(b) Cruelty to animals as defined in: 

 

(1) Subsection (a)(1) or (a)(6) is a nonperson felony. Upon conviction of subsection 

(a)(1) or (a)(6), a person shall be sentenced to not less than 30 days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $5,000. The person 

convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or reduction of 

sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum mandatory sentence as 

provided herein. During the mandatory 30 days imprisonment, such offender shall have a 

psychological evaluation prepared for the court to assist the court in determining 

conditions of probation. Such conditions shall include, but not be limited to, the 

completion of an anger management program; and 

 

(2) subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5) is a: 

 

(A) Class A nonperson misdemeanor, except as provided in subsection (b)(2)(B); 

and 

 

(B) nonperson felony upon the second or subsequent conviction of cruelty to 

animals as defined in subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5). Upon such 

conviction, a person shall be sentenced to not less than five days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $2,500. The 

person convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or 
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reduction of sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum 

mandatory sentence as provided herein. 

 

(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to: 

 

(1) Normal or accepted veterinary practices; 

 

(2) bona fide experiments carried on by commonly recognized research facilities; 

 

(3) killing, attempting to kill, trapping, catching or taking of any animal in accordance 

with the provisions of chapter 32 or chapter 47 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(4) rodeo practices accepted by the rodeo cowboys’ association; 

 

(5) the humane killing of an animal that is diseased or disabled beyond recovery for any 

useful purpose, or the humane killing of animals for population control, by the owner 

thereof or the agent of such owner residing outside of a city or the owner thereof within a 

city if no animal shelter or licensed veterinarian is within the city, or by a licensed 

veterinarian at the request of the owner thereof, or by any officer of an animal shelter, a 

local or state health officer or a licensed veterinarian three business days following the 

receipt of any such animal at such shelter; 

 

(6) with respect to farm animals, normal or accepted practices of animal husbandry, 

including the normal and accepted practices for the slaughter of such animals for food or 

by-products and the careful or thrifty management of one’s herd or animals, including 

animal care practices common in the industry or region; 

 

 

(7) the killing of any animal by any person at any time which may be found outside of the 

owned or rented property of the owner or custodian of such animal and which is found 

injuring or posing a threat to any person, farm animal or property; 

 

(8) an animal control officer trained by a licensed veterinarian in the use of a 

tranquilizer gun, using such gun with the appropriate dosage for the size of the animal, 

when such animal is vicious or could not be captured after reasonable attempts using 

other methods; 

 

(9) laying an equine down for medical or identification purposes; 

 

(10) normal or accepted practices of pest control, as defined in  K.S.A. 2-2438a(x), and 

amendments thereto; or 

 

(11) accepted practices of animal husbandry pursuant to regulations promulgated by the 

United States department of agriculture for domestic pet animals under the animal 

welfare act, public law 89-544, as amended and in effect on July 1, 2006. 
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(d) The provisions of subsection (a)(6) shall not apply to any person exposing poison upon their 

premises for the purpose of destroying wolves, coyotes or other predatory animals. 

 

(e) Any public health officer, law enforcement officer, licensed veterinarian or officer or agent of 

any animal shelter or other appropriate facility may take into custody any animal, upon either 

private or public property, that clearly shows evidence of cruelty to animals. Such officer, agent 

or veterinarian may inspect, care for or treat such animal or place such animal in the care of an 

animal shelter or licensed veterinarian for treatment, boarding or other care or, if an officer of 

such animal shelter or such veterinarian determines that the animal appears to be diseased or 

disabled beyond recovery for any useful purpose, for humane killing. The owner or custodian, if 

known or reasonably ascertainable, shall be notified in writing. If the owner or custodian is 

charged with a violation of this section, the law enforcement agency, district attorney's office, 

county prosecutor, veterinarian or animal shelter may petition the district court in the county in 

which the animal was taken into custody to transfer ownership of the animal at any time after 21 

days after the owner or custodian is notified or, if the owner or custodian is not known or 

reasonably ascertainable after 21 days after the animal is taken into custody, unless the owner or 

custodian of the animal files a renewable cash or performance bond with the county clerk of the 

county where the animal is being held, in an amount equal to not less than the cost of care and 

treatment of the animal for 30 days. Upon receiving such petition, the court shall determine 

whether the animal may be transferred. 

 

(f) The owner or custodian of an animal transferred pursuant to subsection (e) shall not be 

entitled to recover damages for the transfer of such animal unless the owner proves that such 

transfer was unwarranted. 

 

 

(g) Expenses incurred for the care, treatment or boarding of any animal, taken into custody 

pursuant to subsection (e), pending prosecution of the owner or custodian of such animal for the 

crime of cruelty to animals, shall be assessed to the owner or custodian as a cost of the case if the 

owner or custodian is adjudicated guilty of such crime. 

 

(h) If a person is adjudicated guilty of the crime of cruelty to animals, such animal shall not be 

returned to or remain with such person. Such animal may be turned over to an animal shelter or 

licensed veterinarian for sale or other disposition. 

 

(i) As used in this section: 

 

(1) “Animal shelter” means the same as such term is defined in K.S.A. 47–1701, and 

amendments thereto;  

 

(2) “Equine” means a horse, pony, mule, jenny, donkey or hinny; and 

 

(3) “maliciously” means a state of mind characterized by actual evil-mindedness or 

specific intent to do a harmful act without a reasonable justification or excuse. 
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KAN. STAT. ANN. § 47-646 (2017). Killing dog lawful, when. 

 

It shall be lawful for any person at any time to kill any dog which may be found injuring or 

attempting to injure any livestock as defined in KAN. STAT. ANN. ‘ 47-1001, and amendments 

thereto. 
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4.  COUNSELING / EVALUATIONS 
 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412 (2017). Cruelty to animals. 
 

 

(a) Cruelty to animals is: 

 

(1) Knowingly and maliciously killing, injuring, maiming, torturing, burning or 

mutilating any animal; 

 

(2) knowingly abandoning any animal in any place without making provisions for its 

proper care; 

 

(3) having physical custody of any animal and knowingly failing to provide such food, 

potable water, protection from the elements, opportunity for exercise and other care as is 

needed for the health or well-being of such kind of animal; 

 

(4) intentionally using a wire, pole, stick, rope or any other object to cause an equine to 

lose its balance or fall, for the purpose of sport or entertainment; 

 

(5) knowingly but not maliciously killing or injuring any animal; or 

 

(6) knowingly and maliciously administering any poison to any domestic animal. 

 

(b) Cruelty to animals as defined in: 

 

(1) Subsection (a)(1) or (a)(6) is a nonperson felony. Upon conviction of subsection 

(a)(1) or (a)(6), a person shall be sentenced to not less than 30 days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $5,000. The person 

convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or reduction of 

sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum mandatory sentence as 

provided herein. During the mandatory 30 days imprisonment, such offender shall have a 

psychological evaluation prepared for the court to assist the court in determining 

conditions of probation. Such conditions shall include, but not be limited to, the 

completion of an anger management program; and 

 

(2) subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5) is a: 

 

(A) Class A nonperson misdemeanor, except as provided in subsection (b)(2)(B); 

and 

 

(B) nonperson felony upon the second or subsequent conviction of cruelty to 

animals as defined in subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5). Upon such 

conviction, a person shall be sentenced to not less than five days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $2,500. The 

person convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or 
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reduction of sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum 

mandatory sentence as provided herein. 

 

(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to: 

 

(1) Normal or accepted veterinary practices; 

 

(2) bona fide experiments carried on by commonly recognized research facilities; 

 

(3) killing, attempting to kill, trapping, catching or taking of any animal in accordance 

with the provisions of chapter 32 or chapter 47 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(4) rodeo practices accepted by the rodeo cowboys’ association; 

 

(5) the humane killing of an animal that is diseased or disabled beyond recovery for any 

useful purpose, or the humane killing of animals for population control, by the owner 

thereof or the agent of such owner residing outside of a city or the owner thereof within a 

city if no animal shelter or licensed veterinarian is within the city, or by a licensed 

veterinarian at the request of the owner thereof, or by any officer of an animal shelter, a 

local or state health officer or a licensed veterinarian three business days following the 

receipt of any such animal at such shelter; 

 

(6) with respect to farm animals, normal or accepted practices of animal husbandry, 

including the normal and accepted practices for the slaughter of such animals for food or 

by-products and the careful or thrifty management of one’s herd or animals, including 

animal care practices common in the industry or region; 

 

 

(7) the killing of any animal by any person at any time which may be found outside of the 

owned or rented property of the owner or custodian of such animal and which is found 

injuring or posing a threat to any person, farm animal or property; 

 

(8) an animal control officer trained by a licensed veterinarian in the use of a tranquilizer 

gun, using such gun with the appropriate dosage for the size of the animal, when such 

animal is vicious or could not be captured after reasonable attempts using other methods; 

 

(9) laying an equine down for medical or identification purposes; 

 

(10) normal or accepted practices of pest control, as defined in  K.S.A. 2-2438a(x), and 

amendments thereto; or 

 

(11) accepted practices of animal husbandry pursuant to regulations promulgated by the 

United States department of agriculture for domestic pet animals under the animal 

welfare act, public law 89-544, as amended and in effect on July 1, 2006. 

 

(d) The provisions of subsection (a)(6) shall not apply to any person exposing poison upon their 
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premises for the purpose of destroying wolves, coyotes or other predatory animals. 

 

(e) Any public health officer, law enforcement officer, licensed veterinarian or officer or agent of 

any animal shelter or other appropriate facility may take into custody any animal, upon either 

private or public property, that clearly shows evidence of cruelty to animals. Such officer, agent 

or veterinarian may inspect, care for or treat such animal or place such animal in the care of an 

animal shelter or licensed veterinarian for treatment, boarding or other care or, if an officer of 

such animal shelter or such veterinarian determines that the animal appears to be diseased or 

disabled beyond recovery for any useful purpose, for humane killing. The owner or custodian, if 

known or reasonably ascertainable, shall be notified in writing. If the owner or custodian is 

charged with a violation of this section, the law enforcement agency, district attorney's office, 

county prosecutor, veterinarian or animal shelter may petition the district court in the county in 

which the animal was taken into custody to transfer ownership of the animal at any time after 21 

days after the owner or custodian is notified or, if the owner or custodian is not known or 

reasonably ascertainable after 21 days after the animal is taken into custody, unless the owner or 

custodian of the animal files a renewable cash or performance bond with the county clerk of the 

county where the animal is being held, in an amount equal to not less than the cost of care and 

treatment of the animal for 30 days. Upon receiving such petition, the court shall determine 

whether the animal may be transferred. 

 

(f) The owner or custodian of an animal transferred pursuant to subsection (e) shall not be 

entitled to recover damages for the transfer of such animal unless the owner proves that such 

transfer was unwarranted. 

 

 

(g) Expenses incurred for the care, treatment or boarding of any animal, taken into custody 

pursuant to subsection (e), pending prosecution of the owner or custodian of such animal for the 

crime of cruelty to animals, shall be assessed to the owner or custodian as a cost of the case if the 

owner or custodian is adjudicated guilty of such crime. 

 

(h) If a person is adjudicated guilty of the crime of cruelty to animals, such animal shall not be 

returned to or remain with such person. Such animal may be turned over to an animal shelter or 

licensed veterinarian for sale or other disposition. 

 

(i) As used in this section: 

 

(1) “Animal shelter” means the same as such term is defined in K.S.A. 47–1701, and 

amendments thereto;  

 

(2) “Equine” means a horse, pony, mule, jenny, donkey or hinny; and 

 

(3) “maliciously” means a state of mind characterized by actual evil-mindedness or 

specific intent to do a harmful act without a reasonable justification or excuse. 
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5.  PROTECTIVE ORDERS 
 

----- 
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6.  RESTITUTION / REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS / BONDING & LIENS 
 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412 (2017). Cruelty to animals. 
 

(a) Cruelty to animals is: 

 

(1) Knowingly and maliciously killing, injuring, maiming, torturing, burning or 

mutilating any animal; 

 

(2) knowingly abandoning any animal in any place without making provisions for its 

proper care; 

 

(3) having physical custody of any animal and knowingly failing to provide such food, 

potable water, protection from the elements, opportunity for exercise and other care as is 

needed for the health or well-being of such kind of animal; 

 

(4) intentionally using a wire, pole, stick, rope or any other object to cause an equine to 

lose its balance or fall, for the purpose of sport or entertainment; 

 

(5) knowingly but not maliciously killing or injuring any animal; or 

 

(6) knowingly and maliciously administering any poison to any domestic animal. 

 

(b) Cruelty to animals as defined in: 

 

(1) Subsection (a)(1) or (a)(6) is a nonperson felony. Upon conviction of subsection 

(a)(1) or (a)(6), a person shall be sentenced to not less than 30 days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $5,000. The person 

convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or reduction of 

sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum mandatory sentence as 

provided herein. During the mandatory 30 days imprisonment, such offender shall have a 

psychological evaluation prepared for the court to assist the court in determining 

conditions of probation. Such conditions shall include, but not be limited to, the 

completion of an anger management program; and 

 

(2) subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5) is a: 

 

(A) Class A nonperson misdemeanor, except as provided in subsection (b)(2)(B); 

and 

 

(B) nonperson felony upon the second or subsequent conviction of cruelty to 

animals as defined in subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5). Upon such 

conviction, a person shall be sentenced to not less than five days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $2,500. The 

person convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or 

reduction of sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum 

mandatory sentence as provided herein. 
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(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to: 

 

(1) Normal or accepted veterinary practices; 

 

(2) bona fide experiments carried on by commonly recognized research facilities; 

 

(3) killing, attempting to kill, trapping, catching or taking of any animal in accordance 

with the provisions of chapter 32 or chapter 47 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(4) rodeo practices accepted by the rodeo cowboys’ association; 

 

(5) the humane killing of an animal that is diseased or disabled beyond recovery for any 

useful purpose, or the humane killing of animals for population control, by the owner 

thereof or the agent of such owner residing outside of a city or the owner thereof within a 

city if no animal shelter or licensed veterinarian is within the city, or by a licensed 

veterinarian at the request of the owner thereof, or by any officer of an animal shelter, a 

local or state health officer or a licensed veterinarian three business days following the 

receipt of any such animal at such shelter; 

 

(6) with respect to farm animals, normal or accepted practices of animal husbandry, 

including the normal and accepted practices for the slaughter of such animals for food or 

by-products and the careful or thrifty management of one’s herd or animals, including 

animal care practices common in the industry or region; 

 

 

(7) the killing of any animal by any person at any time which may be found outside of the 

owned or rented property of the owner or custodian of such animal and which is found 

injuring or posing a threat to any person, farm animal or property; 

 

(8) an animal control officer trained by a licensed veterinarian in the use of a tranquilizer 

gun, using such gun with the appropriate dosage for the size of the animal, when such 

animal is vicious or could not be captured after reasonable attempts using other methods; 

 

(9) laying an equine down for medical or identification purposes; 

 

(10) normal or accepted practices of pest control, as defined in  K.S.A. 2-2438a(x), and 

amendments thereto; or 

 

(11) accepted practices of animal husbandry pursuant to regulations promulgated by the 

United States department of agriculture for domestic pet animals under the animal 

welfare act, public law 89-544, as amended and in effect on July 1, 2006. 

 

(d) The provisions of subsection (a)(6) shall not apply to any person exposing poison upon their 

premises for the purpose of destroying wolves, coyotes or other predatory animals. 
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(e) Any public health officer, law enforcement officer, licensed veterinarian or officer or agent of 

any animal shelter or other appropriate facility may take into custody any animal, upon either 

private or public property, that clearly shows evidence of cruelty to animals. Such officer, agent 

or veterinarian may inspect, care for or treat such animal or place such animal in the care of an 

animal shelter or licensed veterinarian for treatment, boarding or other care or, if an officer of 

such animal shelter or such veterinarian determines that the animal appears to be diseased or 

disabled beyond recovery for any useful purpose, for humane killing. The owner or custodian, if 

known or reasonably ascertainable, shall be notified in writing. If the owner or custodian is 

charged with a violation of this section, the law enforcement agency, district attorney's office, 

county prosecutor, veterinarian or animal shelter may petition the district court in the county in 

which the animal was taken into custody to transfer ownership of the animal at any time after 21 

days after the owner or custodian is notified or, if the owner or custodian is not known or 

reasonably ascertainable after 21 days after the animal is taken into custody, unless the owner 

or custodian of the animal files a renewable cash or performance bond with the county clerk of 

the county where the animal is being held, in an amount equal to not less than the cost of care 

and treatment of the animal for 30 days. Upon receiving such petition, the court shall determine 

whether the animal may be transferred. 

 

(f) The owner or custodian of an animal transferred pursuant to subsection (e) shall not be 

entitled to recover damages for the transfer of such animal unless the owner proves that such 

transfer was unwarranted. 

 

 

(g) Expenses incurred for the care, treatment or boarding of any animal, taken into custody 

pursuant to subsection (e), pending prosecution of the owner or custodian of such animal for the 

crime of cruelty to animals, shall be assessed to the owner or custodian as a cost of the case if 

the owner or custodian is adjudicated guilty of such crime. 

 

(h) If a person is adjudicated guilty of the crime of cruelty to animals, such animal shall not be 

returned to or remain with such person. Such animal may be turned over to an animal shelter or 

licensed veterinarian for sale or other disposition. 

 

(i) As used in this section: 

 

(1) “Animal shelter” means the same as such term is defined in K.S.A. 47–1701, and 

amendments thereto;  

 

(2) “Equine” means a horse, pony, mule, jenny, donkey or hinny; and 

 

(3) “maliciously” means a state of mind characterized by actual evil-mindedness or 

specific intent to do a harmful act without a reasonable justification or excuse. 
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7.  SEIZURE / ON-SITE SUPERVISION  
 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412 (2017). Cruelty to animals. 
 

(a) Cruelty to animals is: 

 

(1) Knowingly and maliciously killing, injuring, maiming, torturing, burning or 

mutilating any animal; 

 

(2) knowingly abandoning any animal in any place without making provisions for its 

proper care; 

 

(3) having physical custody of any animal and knowingly failing to provide such food, 

potable water, protection from the elements, opportunity for exercise and other care as is 

needed for the health or well-being of such kind of animal; 

 

(4) intentionally using a wire, pole, stick, rope or any other object to cause an equine to 

lose its balance or fall, for the purpose of sport or entertainment; 

 

(5) knowingly but not maliciously killing or injuring any animal; or 

 

(6) knowingly and maliciously administering any poison to any domestic animal. 

 

(b) Cruelty to animals as defined in: 

 

(1) Subsection (a)(1) or (a)(6) is a nonperson felony. Upon conviction of subsection 

(a)(1) or (a)(6), a person shall be sentenced to not less than 30 days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $5,000. The person 

convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or reduction of 

sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum mandatory sentence as 

provided herein. During the mandatory 30 days imprisonment, such offender shall have a 

psychological evaluation prepared for the court to assist the court in determining 

conditions of probation. Such conditions shall include, but not be limited to, the 

completion of an anger management program; and 

 

(2) subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5) is a: 

 

(A) Class A nonperson misdemeanor, except as provided in subsection (b)(2)(B); 

and 

 

(B) nonperson felony upon the second or subsequent conviction of cruelty to 

animals as defined in subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5). Upon such 

conviction, a person shall be sentenced to not less than five days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $2,500. The 
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person convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or 

reduction of sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum 

mandatory sentence as provided herein. 

 

(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to: 

 

(1) Normal or accepted veterinary practices; 

 

(2) bona fide experiments carried on by commonly recognized research facilities; 

 

(3) killing, attempting to kill, trapping, catching or taking of any animal in accordance 

with the provisions of chapter 32 or chapter 47 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(4) rodeo practices accepted by the rodeo cowboys’ association; 

 

(5) the humane killing of an animal that is diseased or disabled beyond recovery for any 

useful purpose, or the humane killing of animals for population control, by the owner 

thereof or the agent of such owner residing outside of a city or the owner thereof within a 

city if no animal shelter or licensed veterinarian is within the city, or by a licensed 

veterinarian at the request of the owner thereof, or by any officer of an animal shelter, a 

local or state health officer or a licensed veterinarian three business days following the 

receipt of any such animal at such shelter; 

 

(6) with respect to farm animals, normal or accepted practices of animal husbandry, 

including the normal and accepted practices for the slaughter of such animals for food or 

by-products and the careful or thrifty management of one’s herd or animals, including 

animal care practices common in the industry or region; 

 

 

(7) the killing of any animal by any person at any time which may be found outside of the 

owned or rented property of the owner or custodian of such animal and which is found 

injuring or posing a threat to any person, farm animal or property; 

 

(8) an animal control officer trained by a licensed veterinarian in the use of a tranquilizer 

gun, using such gun with the appropriate dosage for the size of the animal, when such 

animal is vicious or could not be captured after reasonable attempts using other methods; 

 

(9) laying an equine down for medical or identification purposes; 

 

(10) normal or accepted practices of pest control, as defined in  K.S.A. 2-2438a(x), and 

amendments thereto; or 

 

(11) accepted practices of animal husbandry pursuant to regulations promulgated by the 

United States department of agriculture for domestic pet animals under the animal 
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welfare act, public law 89-544, as amended and in effect on July 1, 2006. 

 

(d) The provisions of subsection (a)(6) shall not apply to any person exposing poison upon their 

premises for the purpose of destroying wolves, coyotes or other predatory animals. 

 

(e) Any public health officer, law enforcement officer, licensed veterinarian or officer or agent of 

any animal shelter or other appropriate facility may take into custody any animal, upon either 

private or public property, that clearly shows evidence of cruelty to animals. Such officer, agent 

or veterinarian may inspect, care for or treat such animal or place such animal in the care of an 

animal shelter or licensed veterinarian for treatment, boarding or other care or, if an officer of 

such animal shelter or such veterinarian determines that the animal appears to be diseased or 

disabled beyond recovery for any useful purpose, for humane killing. The owner or custodian, if 

known or reasonably ascertainable, shall be notified in writing. If the owner or custodian is 

charged with a violation of this section, the law enforcement agency, district attorney's office, 

county prosecutor, veterinarian or animal shelter may petition the district court in the county in 

which the animal was taken into custody to transfer ownership of the animal at any time after 21 

days after the owner or custodian is notified or, if the owner or custodian is not known or 

reasonably ascertainable after 21 days after the animal is taken into custody, unless the owner 

or custodian of the animal files a renewable cash or performance bond with the county clerk of 

the county where the animal is being held, in an amount equal to not less than the cost of care 

and treatment of the animal for 30 days. Upon receiving such petition, the court shall determine 

whether the animal may be transferred. 

 

(f) The owner or custodian of an animal transferred pursuant to subsection (e) shall not be 

entitled to recover damages for the transfer of such animal unless the owner proves that such 

transfer was unwarranted. 

 

 

(g) Expenses incurred for the care, treatment or boarding of any animal, taken into custody 

pursuant to subsection (e), pending prosecution of the owner or custodian of such animal for the 

crime of cruelty to animals, shall be assessed to the owner or custodian as a cost of the case if the 

owner or custodian is adjudicated guilty of such crime. 

 

(h) If a person is adjudicated guilty of the crime of cruelty to animals, such animal shall not be 

returned to or remain with such person. Such animal may be turned over to an animal shelter or 

licensed veterinarian for sale or other disposition. 

 

(i) As used in this section: 

 

(1) “Animal shelter” means the same as such term is defined in K.S.A. 47–1701, and 

amendments thereto;  

 

(2) “Equine” means a horse, pony, mule, jenny, donkey or hinny; and 

 

(3) “maliciously” means a state of mind characterized by actual evil-mindedness or 
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specific intent to do a harmful act without a reasonable justification or excuse. 
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8.  FORFEITURE / POSSESSION 
 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412 (2017). Cruelty to animals. 
 

(a) Cruelty to animals is: 

 

(1) Knowingly and maliciously killing, injuring, maiming, torturing, burning or 

mutilating any animal; 

 

(2) knowingly abandoning any animal in any place without making provisions for its 

proper care; 

 

(3) having physical custody of any animal and knowingly failing to provide such food, 

potable water, protection from the elements, opportunity for exercise and other care as is 

needed for the health or well-being of such kind of animal; 

 

(4) intentionally using a wire, pole, stick, rope or any other object to cause an equine to 

lose its balance or fall, for the purpose of sport or entertainment; 

 

(5) knowingly but not maliciously killing or injuring any animal; or 

 

(6) knowingly and maliciously administering any poison to any domestic animal. 

 

(b) Cruelty to animals as defined in: 

 

(1) Subsection (a)(1) or (a)(6) is a nonperson felony. Upon conviction of subsection 

(a)(1) or (a)(6), a person shall be sentenced to not less than 30 days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $5,000. The person 

convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or reduction of 

sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum mandatory sentence as 

provided herein. During the mandatory 30 days imprisonment, such offender shall have a 

psychological evaluation prepared for the court to assist the court in determining 

conditions of probation. Such conditions shall include, but not be limited to, the 

completion of an anger management program; and 

 

(2) subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5) is a: 

 

(A) Class A nonperson misdemeanor, except as provided in subsection (b)(2)(B); 

and 

 

(B) nonperson felony upon the second or subsequent conviction of cruelty to 

animals as defined in subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5). Upon such 

conviction, a person shall be sentenced to not less than five days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $2,500. The 



KS-33 

person convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or 

reduction of sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum 

mandatory sentence as provided herein. 

 

(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to: 

 

(1) Normal or accepted veterinary practices; 

 

(2) bona fide experiments carried on by commonly recognized research facilities; 

 

(3) killing, attempting to kill, trapping, catching or taking of any animal in accordance 

with the provisions of chapter 32 or chapter 47 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(4) rodeo practices accepted by the rodeo cowboys’ association; 

 

(5) the humane killing of an animal that is diseased or disabled beyond recovery for any 

useful purpose, or the humane killing of animals for population control, by the owner 

thereof or the agent of such owner residing outside of a city or the owner thereof within a 

city if no animal shelter or licensed veterinarian is within the city, or by a licensed 

veterinarian at the request of the owner thereof, or by any officer of an animal shelter, a 

local or state health officer or a licensed veterinarian three business days following the 

receipt of any such animal at such shelter; 

 

(6) with respect to farm animals, normal or accepted practices of animal husbandry, 

including the normal and accepted practices for the slaughter of such animals for food or 

by-products and the careful or thrifty management of one’s herd or animals, including 

animal care practices common in the industry or region; 

 

 

(7) the killing of any animal by any person at any time which may be found outside of the 

owned or rented property of the owner or custodian of such animal and which is found 

injuring or posing a threat to any person, farm animal or property; 

 

(8) an animal control officer trained by a licensed veterinarian in the use of a tranquilizer 

gun, using such gun with the appropriate dosage for the size of the animal, when such 

animal is vicious or could not be captured after reasonable attempts using other methods; 

 

(9) laying an equine down for medical or identification purposes; 

 

(10) normal or accepted practices of pest control, as defined in  K.S.A. 2-2438a(x), and 

amendments thereto; or 

 

(11) accepted practices of animal husbandry pursuant to regulations promulgated by the 

United States department of agriculture for domestic pet animals under the animal 
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welfare act, public law 89-544, as amended and in effect on July 1, 2006. 

 

(d) The provisions of subsection (a)(6) shall not apply to any person exposing poison upon their 

premises for the purpose of destroying wolves, coyotes or other predatory animals. 

 

(e) Any public health officer, law enforcement officer, licensed veterinarian or officer or agent of 

any animal shelter or other appropriate facility may take into custody any animal, upon either 

private or public property, that clearly shows evidence of cruelty to animals. Such officer, agent 

or veterinarian may inspect, care for or treat such animal or place such animal in the care of an 

animal shelter or licensed veterinarian for treatment, boarding or other care or, if an officer of 

such animal shelter or such veterinarian determines that the animal appears to be diseased or 

disabled beyond recovery for any useful purpose, for humane killing. The owner or custodian, if 

known or reasonably ascertainable, shall be notified in writing. If the owner or custodian is 

charged with a violation of this section, the law enforcement agency, district attorney's office, 

county prosecutor, veterinarian or animal shelter may petition the district court in the county in 

which the animal was taken into custody to transfer ownership of the animal at any time after 21 

days after the owner or custodian is notified or, if the owner or custodian is not known or 

reasonably ascertainable after 21 days after the animal is taken into custody, unless the owner 

or custodian of the animal files a renewable cash or performance bond with the county clerk of 

the county where the animal is being held, in an amount equal to not less than the cost of care 

and treatment of the animal for 30 days. Upon receiving such petition, the court shall determine 

whether the animal may be transferred. 

 

(f) The owner or custodian of an animal transferred pursuant to subsection (e) shall not be 

entitled to recover damages for the transfer of such animal unless the owner proves that such 

transfer was unwarranted. 

 

(g) Expenses incurred for the care, treatment or boarding of any animal, taken into custody 

pursuant to subsection (e), pending prosecution of the owner or custodian of such animal for the 

crime of cruelty to animals, shall be assessed to the owner or custodian as a cost of the case if the 

owner or custodian is adjudicated guilty of such crime. 

 

(h) If a person is adjudicated guilty of the crime of cruelty to animals, such animal shall not be 

returned to or remain with such person. Such animal may be turned over to an animal shelter or 

licensed veterinarian for sale or other disposition. 

 

(i) As used in this section: 

 

(1) “Animal shelter” means the same as such term is defined in K.S.A. 47–1701, and 

amendments thereto;  

 

(2) “Equine” means a horse, pony, mule, jenny, donkey or hinny; and 

 

(3) “maliciously” means a state of mind characterized by actual evil-mindedness or 

specific intent to do a harmful act without a reasonable justification or excuse. 
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KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6415 (2017). Illegal ownership or keeping of an animal. 

 

(a) Illegal ownership or keeping of an animal is, with no requirement of a culpable mental state, 

owning, or keeping on one’s premises, an animal by a person convicted of unlawful conduct of 

dog fighting as defined in K.S.A. 21-6414, and amendments thereto, or cruelty to animals as 

defined in subsection (a)(1) of K.S.A. 21-6412, and amendments thereto, within five years of the 

date of such conviction. 

 

(b) Illegal ownership or keeping of an animal is a class B nonperson misdemeanor. 
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9.  CROSS ENFORCEMENT / REPORTING 
 

----- 
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10. VETERINARIAN REPORTING / IMMUNITY 
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Under administrative regulation K.A.R. § 70-8-1, veterinarians are required to report cruel or 

inhumane treatment of animals if the veterinarian has direct knowledge of such treatment. 

 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 47-839 (2017). Confidentiality; exceptions; waiver. 

 

(a) Except as otherwise provided under K.S.A. 47-622 and 47-624, and amendments thereto, a 

licensed veterinarian shall not disclose any information concerning the veterinarian’s care of an 

animal except on written authorization or other waiver by the veterinarian’s client or on 

appropriate court order or subpoena. Any veterinarian who releases information under written 

authorization or other waiver by the client or under court order or subpoena shall not be liable to 

the client or any other person. The privilege provided by this section shall be waived under the 

following circumstances:  

  

(1) Reporting cruel or inhumane treatment of any animal to federal, state or local 

governmental agencies;  

 

(2) where information is necessary to provide care in an emergency where the absence of 

immediate medical attention could reasonably be expected to place the animal’s health in 

serious jeopardy or impair bodily function;  

 

(3) where the failure to disclose vaccination information may endanger the public’s 

health, safety or welfare;  

 

(4) where the veterinarian’s client or the owner of the animal places the veterinarian’s 

care and treatment of the animal or the nature and extent of injuries to the animal at issue 

in any civil or criminal proceeding; or  

 

(5) in relation to any investigation by the board and any subsequent administrative 

disciplinary action brought by the board. 
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11.  LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICIES 
 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412 (2017). Cruelty to animals. 
 

(a) Cruelty to animals is: 

 

(1) Knowingly and maliciously killing, injuring, maiming, torturing, burning or 

mutilating any animal; 

 

(2) knowingly abandoning any animal in any place without making provisions for its 

proper care; 

 

(3) having physical custody of any animal and knowingly failing to provide such food, 

potable water, protection from the elements, opportunity for exercise and other care as is 

needed for the health or well-being of such kind of animal; 

 

(4) intentionally using a wire, pole, stick, rope or any other object to cause an equine to 

lose its balance or fall, for the purpose of sport or entertainment; 

 

(5) knowingly but not maliciously killing or injuring any animal; or 

 

(6) knowingly and maliciously administering any poison to any domestic animal. 

 

(b) Cruelty to animals as defined in: 

 

(1) Subsection (a)(1) or (a)(6) is a nonperson felony. Upon conviction of subsection 

(a)(1) or (a)(6), a person shall be sentenced to not less than 30 days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $5,000. The person 

convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or reduction of 

sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum mandatory sentence as 

provided herein. During the mandatory 30 days imprisonment, such offender shall have a 

psychological evaluation prepared for the court to assist the court in determining 

conditions of probation. Such conditions shall include, but not be limited to, the 

completion of an anger management program; and 

 

(2) subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5) is a: 

 

(A) Class A nonperson misdemeanor, except as provided in subsection (b)(2)(B); 

and 

 

(B) nonperson felony upon the second or subsequent conviction of cruelty to 

animals as defined in subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5). Upon such 

conviction, a person shall be sentenced to not less than five days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $2,500. The 
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person convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or 

reduction of sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum 

mandatory sentence as provided herein. 

 

(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to: 

 

(1) Normal or accepted veterinary practices; 

 

(2) bona fide experiments carried on by commonly recognized research facilities; 

 

(3) killing, attempting to kill, trapping, catching or taking of any animal in accordance 

with the provisions of chapter 32 or chapter 47 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(4) rodeo practices accepted by the rodeo cowboys’ association; 

 

(5) the humane killing of an animal that is diseased or disabled beyond recovery for any 

useful purpose, or the humane killing of animals for population control, by the owner 

thereof or the agent of such owner residing outside of a city or the owner thereof within a 

city if no animal shelter or licensed veterinarian is within the city, or by a licensed 

veterinarian at the request of the owner thereof, or by any officer of an animal shelter, a 

local or state health officer or a licensed veterinarian three business days following the 

receipt of any such animal at such shelter; 

 

(6) with respect to farm animals, normal or accepted practices of animal husbandry, 

including the normal and accepted practices for the slaughter of such animals for food or 

by-products and the careful or thrifty management of one’s herd or animals, including 

animal care practices common in the industry or region; 

 

 

(7) the killing of any animal by any person at any time which may be found outside of the 

owned or rented property of the owner or custodian of such animal and which is found 

injuring or posing a threat to any person, farm animal or property; 

 

(8) an animal control officer trained by a licensed veterinarian in the use of a tranquilizer 

gun, using such gun with the appropriate dosage for the size of the animal, when such 

animal is vicious or could not be captured after reasonable attempts using other methods; 

 

(9) laying an equine down for medical or identification purposes; 

 

(10) normal or accepted practices of pest control, as defined in  K.S.A. 2-2438a(x), and 

amendments thereto; or 

 

(11) accepted practices of animal husbandry pursuant to regulations promulgated by the 

United States department of agriculture for domestic pet animals under the animal 
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welfare act, public law 89-544, as amended and in effect on July 1, 2006. 

 

(d) The provisions of subsection (a)(6) shall not apply to any person exposing poison upon their 

premises for the purpose of destroying wolves, coyotes or other predatory animals. 

 

(e) Any public health officer, law enforcement officer, licensed veterinarian or officer or agent of 

any animal shelter or other appropriate facility may take into custody any animal, upon either 

private or public property, that clearly shows evidence of cruelty to animals. Such officer, agent 

or veterinarian may inspect, care for or treat such animal or place such animal in the care of an 

animal shelter or licensed veterinarian for treatment, boarding or other care or, if an officer of 

such animal shelter or such veterinarian determines that the animal appears to be diseased or 

disabled beyond recovery for any useful purpose, for humane killing. The owner or custodian, if 

known or reasonably ascertainable, shall be notified in writing. If the owner or custodian is 

charged with a violation of this section, the law enforcement agency, district attorney's office, 

county prosecutor, veterinarian or animal shelter may petition the district court in the county in 

which the animal was taken into custody to transfer ownership of the animal at any time after 21 

days after the owner or custodian is notified or, if the owner or custodian is not known or 

reasonably ascertainable after 21 days after the animal is taken into custody, unless the owner or 

custodian of the animal files a renewable cash or performance bond with the county clerk of the 

county where the animal is being held, in an amount equal to not less than the cost of care and 

treatment of the animal for 30 days. Upon receiving such petition, the court shall determine 

whether the animal may be transferred. 

 

(f) The owner or custodian of an animal transferred pursuant to subsection (e) shall not be 

entitled to recover damages for the transfer of such animal unless the owner proves that such 

transfer was unwarranted. 

 

 

(g) Expenses incurred for the care, treatment or boarding of any animal, taken into custody 

pursuant to subsection (e), pending prosecution of the owner or custodian of such animal for the 

crime of cruelty to animals, shall be assessed to the owner or custodian as a cost of the case if the 

owner or custodian is adjudicated guilty of such crime. 

 

(h) If a person is adjudicated guilty of the crime of cruelty to animals, such animal shall not be 

returned to or remain with such person. Such animal may be turned over to an animal shelter or 

licensed veterinarian for sale or other disposition. 

 

(i) As used in this section: 

(1) “Animal shelter” means the same as such term is defined in K.S.A. 47–1701, and 

amendments thereto;  

 

(2) “Equine” means a horse, pony, mule, jenny, donkey or hinny; and 

 

(3) “maliciously” means a state of mind characterized by actual evil-mindedness or 

specific intent to do a harmful act without a reasonable justification or excuse. 
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12. SEXUAL ASSAULT 
 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-5504 (2017). Criminal sodomy; aggravated criminal sodomy. 

 

(a) Criminal sodomy is: 

 

(1) Sodomy between persons who are 16 or more years of age and members of the same 

sex; 

 

(2) sodomy between a person and an animal; 

 

(3) sodomy with a child who is 14 or more years of age but less than 16 years of age; or 

 

(4) causing a child 14 or more years of age but less than 16 years of age to engage in 

sodomy with any person or animal. 

 

(b) Aggravated criminal sodomy is: 

 

(1) Sodomy with a child who is under 14 years of age; 

 

(2) causing a child under 14 years of age to engage in sodomy with any person or an 

animal; or 

 

(3) sodomy with a victim who does not consent to the sodomy or causing a victim, 

without the victim’s consent, to engage in sodomy with any person or an animal under 

any of the following circumstances: 

 

(A) When the victim is overcome by force or fear; 

 

(B) when the victim is unconscious or physically powerless; or 

 

(C) when the victim is incapable of giving consent because of mental deficiency 

or disease, or when the victim is incapable of giving consent because of the effect 

of any alcoholic liquor, narcotic, drug or other substance, which condition was 

known by, or was reasonably apparent to, the offender. 

 

(c) 

(1) Criminal sodomy as defined in: 

 

(A) Subsection (a)(1) or (a)(2) is a class B nonperson misdemeanor; and 

 

(B) subsection (a)(3) or (a)(4) is a severity level 3, person felony. 

 

(2) Aggravated criminal sodomy as defined in: 



KS-42 

(A) Subsection (b)(3) is a severity level 1, person felony; and 

 

(B) subsection (b)(1) or (b)(2) is a severity level 1, person felony, except as 

provided in subsection (c)(3). 

 

(3) Aggravated criminal sodomy as defined in subsection (b)(1) or (b)(2) or attempt, 

conspiracy or criminal solicitation to commit aggravated criminal sodomy as defined in 

subsection (b)(1) or (b)(2) is an off-grid person felony, when the offender is 18 years of 

age or older. 

 

(d) If the offender is 18 years of age or older, the provisions of: 

 

(1) Subsection (c) of K.S.A. 21-5301, and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a 

violation of attempting to commit the crime of aggravated criminal sodomy as defined in 

subsection (b)(1) or (b)(2); 

 

(2) subsection (c) of K.S.A. 21-5302, and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a 

violation of conspiracy to commit the crime of aggravated criminal sodomy as defined in 

subsection (b)(1) or (b)(2); and 

 

(3) subsection (d) of K.S.A. 21-5303, and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a 

violation of criminal solicitation to commit the crime of aggravated criminal sodomy as 

defined in subsection (b)(1) or (b)(2). 

 

(e) It shall be a defense to a prosecution of criminal sodomy, as defined in subsection (a)(3), and 

aggravated criminal sodomy, as defined in subsection (b)(1), that the child was married to the 

accused at the time of the offense. 

 

(f) Except as provided in subsection (b)(3)(C), it shall not be a defense that the offender did not 

know or have reason to know that the victim did not consent to the sodomy, that the victim was 

overcome by force or fear, or that the victim was unconscious or physically powerless. 
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13. FIGHTING 
 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6414 (2017). Unlawful conduct of dog fighting; unlawful attendance 

of dog fighting; unlawful possession of dog fighting paraphernalia. 

 

(a) Unlawful conduct of dog fighting is: 

 

(1) Causing, for amusement or gain, any dog to fight with or injure another dog, with no 

requirement of culpable mental state; 

 

(2) knowingly permitting such fighting or injuring on premises under one’s ownership, 

charge or control; or 

 

(3) training, owning, keeping, transporting or selling any dog with the intent of having it 

fight with or injure another dog. 

 

(b) Unlawful possession of dog fighting paraphernalia is possession, with the intent to use in the 

unlawful conduct of dog fighting, any breaking stick, treadmill, wheel, hot walker, cat mill, cat 

walker, jenni, or other paraphernalia. 

 

(c) Unlawful attendance of dog fighting is, entering or remaining on the premises where the 

unlawful conduct of dog fighting is occurring, whether the person knows or has reason to know 

that dog fighting is occurring on the premises. 

 

(d) 

 

(1) Unlawful conduct of dog fighting is a severity level 10, nonperson felony. 

 

(2) Unlawful possession of dog fighting paraphernalia is a class A nonperson 

misdemeanor. 

 

(3) Unlawful attendance of dog fighting is a class B nonperson misdemeanor. 

 

(e) When a person is arrested under this section, a law enforcement agency may take into 

custody any dog on the premises where the dog fight is alleged to have occurred and any dog 

owned or kept on the premises of any person arrested for unlawful conduct of dog fighting, 

unlawful attendance of dog fighting, or unlawful possession of dog fighting paraphernalia. 

 

(f) When a law enforcement agency takes custody of a dog under this section, such agency may 

place the dog in the care of an animal shelter or licensed veterinarian for boarding, treatment or 

other care. If it appears to a licensed veterinarian that the dog is diseased or disabled beyond 

recovery for any useful purpose, such dog may be humanely killed. The dog may be sedated, 

isolated or restrained if such officer, agent or veterinarian determines it to be in the best interest 

of the dog, other animals at the animal shelter or personnel of the animal shelter. the law 
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enforcement agency, district attorney's office, county prosecutor, veterinarian or animal shelter 

may petition the district court in the county in which the animal was taken into custody to be 

allowed to transfer ownership of the dog at any time after 21 days after the dog is taken into 

custody, unless the owner or custodian of the dog files a renewable cash or performance bond 

with the county clerk of the county where the dog is being held, in an amount equal to not less 

than the cost of care and treatment of the dog for 30 days. Upon receiving such petition, the 

court shall determine whether the dog may be transferred. Except as provided in subsection (g), 

if it appears to the licensed veterinarian by physical examination that the dog has not been 

trained for aggressive conduct or is a type of dog that is not commonly bred or trained for 

aggressive conduct, the district or county attorney shall order that the dog be returned to its 

owner when the dog is not needed as evidence in a case filed under this section or 21-6412 and 

amendments thereto. The owner or keeper of a dog transferred under this subsection shall not be 

entitled to damages unless the owner or keeper proves that such transfer was unwarranted. 

 

(g) If a person is convicted of unlawful conduct of dog fighting, unlawful attendance of dog 

fighting or unlawful possession of dog fighting paraphernalia, a dog taken into custody pursuant 

to subsection (e) shall not be returned to such person and the court shall order the owner or 

keeper to pay to the animal shelter or licensed veterinarian all expenses incurred for the care, 

treatment and boarding of such dog, including any damages caused by such dog, prior to 

conviction of the owner or keeper. Disposition of such dog shall be in accordance with K.S.A. 

21-6412, and amendments thereto. If no such conviction results, the dog shall be returned to the 

owner or keeper and the court shall order the county where the dog was taken into custody to 

pay to the law enforcement agency, veterinarian or animal shelter all expenses incurred for the 

care, treatment and boarding of such dog, including any damages caused by such dog, prior to 

its return. 

 

(h) A person who violates the provisions of this section may also be prosecuted for, convicted of, 

and punished for cruelty to animals. 

 

(i) As used in this section, “animal shelter” means the same as such term is defined in K.S.A. 47–

1701, and amendments thereto. 

 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6415 (2017). Illegal ownership or keeping of an animal. 

 

(a) Illegal ownership or keeping of an animal is, with no requirement of a culpable mental state, 

owning, or keeping on one’s premises, an animal by a person convicted of unlawful conduct of 

dog fighting as defined in K.S.A. 21-6414, and amendments thereto, or cruelty to animals as 

defined in subsection (a)(1) of K.S.A. 21-6412, and amendments thereto, within five years of the 

date of such conviction. 

 

(b) Illegal ownership or keeping of an animal is a class B nonperson misdemeanor. 
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KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6417 (2017). Unlawful conduct of cockfighting; unlawful possession of 

cockfighting paraphernalia; unlawful attendance of cockfighting. 

 

(a) Unlawful conduct of cockfighting is: 

 

(1) Causing, for amusement or gain, any gamecock to fight with or injure or kill another 

gamecock, with no requirement of culpable mental state; 

 

(2) knowingly permitting such fighting or injuring on premises under one’s ownership, 

charge or control; or 

 

(3) training, grooming, preparing or medicating any gamecock with the intent of having 

it fight with or injure or kill another gamecock. 

 

(b) Unlawful possession of cockfighting paraphernalia is possession of, with the intent to use in 

the unlawful conduct of cockfighting, spurs, gaffs, swords, leather training spur covers or 

anything worn by a gamecock during a fight to further the killing power of such gamecock. 

 

(c) Unlawful attendance of cockfighting is entering or remaining on the premises where the 

unlawful conduct of cockfighting is occurring, whether or not the person knows or has reason to 

know that cockfighting is occurring on the premises. 

 

(d) 

(1) Unlawful conduct of cockfighting is a level 10, nonperson felony. 

 

(2) Unlawful possession of cockfighting paraphernalia is a class A nonperson 

misdemeanor. 

 

(3) Unlawful attendance of cockfighting is a class B nonperson misdemeanor. 

 

(e) As used in this section, “gamecock” means a domesticated fowl that is bred, reared or 

trained for the purpose of fighting with other fowl. 

 

(f) A person who violates the provisions of this section may also be prosecuted for, convicted of, 

and punished for cruelty to animals. 

 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 60-4104 (2017). Covered offenses and conduct giving rise to forfeiture. 

 

Conduct and offenses giving rise to forfeiture under this act, whether or not there is a 

prosecution or conviction related to the offense, are: 

 

(a) All offenses which statutorily and specifically authorize forfeiture; 

 

(b) violations involving controlled substances, as described in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5701 
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through 21–5717, and amendments thereto; 

 

(c) theft, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5801, and amendments thereto; 

 

(d) criminal discharge of a firearm, as defined in subsections (a)(1) and (a)(2) of K.S.A. 2011 

Supp. 21–6308, and amendments thereto; 

 

(e) gambling, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–6404, and amendments thereto, and 

commercial gambling, as defined in subsection (a)(1) of K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–6406, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(f) counterfeiting, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5825, and amendments thereto; 

 

(g) unlawful possession of a scanning device or reencoder, as described in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 

21–6108, and amendments thereto; 

 

(h) medicaid fraud, as described in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5925 through 21–5934, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(i) an act or omission occurring outside this state, which would be a violation in the place of 

occurrence and would be described in this section if the act occurred in this state, whether or not 

it is prosecuted in any state; 

 

(j) an act or omission committed in furtherance of any act or omission described in this section 

including any inchoate or preparatory offense, whether or not there is a prosecution or conviction 

related to the act or omission; 

 

(k) any solicitation or conspiracy to commit any act or omission described in this section, 

whether or not there is a prosecution or conviction related to the act or omission; 

 

(l) terrorism, as defined in K.S.A. 2013 Supp. 21-5421, and amendments hereto, illegal use of 

weapons of mass destruction, as defined in K.S.A. 20113 Supp. 21-5422, and amendments 

thereto, and furtherance of terrorism or illegal use of weapons of mass destruction, as described 

in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5423, and amendments thereto; 

 

(m) unlawful conduct of dog fighting and unlawful possession of dog fighting paraphernalia, as 

defined in subsections (a) and (b) of K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–6414, and amendments thereto; 

 

(n) unlawful conduct of cockfighting and unlawful possession of cockfighting paraphernalia, as 

defined in subsections (a) and (b) of K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–6417, and amendments thereto; 

 

(o)  selling sexual relations, as defined in K.S.A. 2015 Supp. 21-6419, and amendments thereto, 

promoting the sale of sexual relations, as defined in K.S.A. 2015 Supp. 21-6420, and 

amendments thereto, and buying sexual relations, as defined in K.S.A. 2015 Supp. 21-6421, and 

amendments thereto; 
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(p) human trafficking and aggravated human trafficking, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–

5426, and amendments thereto; 

 

(q) violations of the banking code, as described in K.S.A. 9–2012, and amendments thereto; 

 

(r) mistreatment of a dependent adult, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5417, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(s) giving a worthless check, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5821, and amendments thereto; 

 

(t) forgery, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5823, and amendments thereto; 

 

(u) making false information, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5824, and amendments 

thereto; 

 

(v) criminal use of a financial card, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5828, and amendments 

thereto; 

 

(w) unlawful acts concerning computers, as described in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5839, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(x) identity theft and identity fraud, as defined in subsections (a) and (b) of K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 

21–6107, and amendments thereto;  

 

(y) electronic solicitation, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5509, and amendments thereto;  

 

(z) felony violations of fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer, as described in K.S.A. 8–

1568, and amendments thereto; 

 

(aa)  commercial sexual exploitation of a child, as defined in K.S.A. 2013 Supp. 21-6422, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(bb) violations of the Kansas racketeer influenced and corrupt organization act, as described in 

K.S.A. 2013 Supp. 21-6329, and amendments thereto;  

 

(cc) indecent solicitation of a child and aggravated indecent solicitation of a child, as defined in 

K.S.A. 2013 Supp. 21-5508, and amendments thereto; and 

 

(dd) sexual exploitation of a child, as defined in K.S.A. 2013 Supp. 21-5510, and amendments 

thereto. 

 

(ee)  violation of a consumer protection order as defined in section 4, and amendments thereto. 
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14. REFERENCED STATUTES  
 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-5504 (2017). Criminal sodomy; aggravated criminal sodomy. 

 

(a) Criminal sodomy is: 

 

(1) Sodomy between persons who are 16 or more years of age and members of the same 

sex; 

 

(2) sodomy between a person and an animal; 

 

(3) sodomy with a child who is 14 or more years of age but less than 16 years of age; or 

 

(4) causing a child 14 or more years of age but less than 16 years of age to engage in 

sodomy with any person or animal. 

 

(b) Aggravated criminal sodomy is: 

 

(1) Sodomy with a child who is under 14 years of age; 

 

(2) causing a child under 14 years of age to engage in sodomy with any person or an 

animal; or 

 

(3) sodomy with a victim who does not consent to the sodomy or causing a victim, 

without the victim’s consent, to engage in sodomy with any person or an animal under 

any of the following circumstances: 

 

(A) When the victim is overcome by force or fear; 

 

(B) when the victim is unconscious or physically powerless; or 

 

(C) when the victim is incapable of giving consent because of mental deficiency 

or disease, or when the victim is incapable of giving consent because of the effect 

of any alcoholic liquor, narcotic, drug or other substance, which condition was 

known by, or was reasonably apparent to, the offender. 

 

(c) 

(1) Criminal sodomy as defined in: 

 

(A) Subsection (a)(1) or (a)(2) is a class B nonperson misdemeanor; and 

 

(B) subsection (a)(3) or (a)(4) is a severity level 3, person felony. 

 

(2) Aggravated criminal sodomy as defined in: 
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(A) Subsection (b)(3) is a severity level 1, person felony; and 

 

(B) subsection (b)(1) or (b)(2) is a severity level 1, person felony, except as 

provided in subsection (c)(3). 

 

(3) Aggravated criminal sodomy as defined in subsection (b)(1) or (b)(2) or attempt, 

conspiracy or criminal solicitation to commit aggravated criminal sodomy as defined in 

subsection (b)(1) or (b)(2) is an off-grid person felony, when the offender is 18 years of 

age or older. 

 

(d) If the offender is 18 years of age or older, the provisions of: 

 

(1) Subsection (c) of K.S.A. 21-5301, and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a 

violation of attempting to commit the crime of aggravated criminal sodomy as defined in 

subsection (b)(1) or (b)(2); 

 

(2) subsection (c) of K.S.A. 21-5302, and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a 

violation of conspiracy to commit the crime of aggravated criminal sodomy as defined in 

subsection (b)(1) or (b)(2); and 

 

(3) subsection (d) of K.S.A. 21-5303, and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a 

violation of criminal solicitation to commit the crime of aggravated criminal sodomy as 

defined in subsection (b)(1) or (b)(2). 

 

(e) It shall be a defense to a prosecution of criminal sodomy, as defined in subsection (a)(3), and 

aggravated criminal sodomy, as defined in subsection (b)(1), that the child was married to the 

accused at the time of the offense. 

 

(f) Except as provided in subsection (b)(3)(C), it shall not be a defense that the offender did not 

know or have reason to know that the victim did not consent to the sodomy, that the victim was 

overcome by force or fear, or that the victim was unconscious or physically powerless. 

 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN § 21-6411 (2017). Unlawful acts concerning animals; definitions. 

 

As used in K.S.A. 21-6412 through 21-6417, and amendments thereto: 

 

(a) “Animal” means every living vertebrate except a human being; 

 

(b) “farm animal” means an animal raised on a farm or ranch and used or intended for use as 

food or fiber; 

 

(c) “retailer” means a person regularly engaged in the business of selling tangible personal 

property, services or entertainment for use or consumption and not for resale; 
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(d) “wild animal” means a living mammal or marsupial which is normally found in the wild 

state, but shall not include a farm animal; and 

 

(e) “domestic pet” means any domesticated animal which is kept for pleasure rather than utility. 

 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6412 (2017). Cruelty to animals. 
 

(a) Cruelty to animals is: 

 

(1) Knowingly and maliciously killing, injuring, maiming, torturing, burning or 

mutilating any animal; 

 

(2) knowingly abandoning any animal in any place without making provisions for its 

proper care; 

 

(3) having physical custody of any animal and knowingly failing to provide such food, 

potable water, protection from the elements, opportunity for exercise and other care as is 

needed for the health or well-being of such kind of animal; 

 

(4) intentionally using a wire, pole, stick, rope or any other object to cause an equine to 

lose its balance or fall, for the purpose of sport or entertainment; 

 

(5) knowingly but not maliciously killing or injuring any animal; or 

 

(6) knowingly and maliciously administering any poison to any domestic animal. 

 

(b) Cruelty to animals as defined in: 

 

(1) Subsection (a)(1) or (a)(6) is a nonperson felony. Upon conviction of subsection 

(a)(1) or (a)(6), a person shall be sentenced to not less than 30 days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $5,000. The person 

convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or reduction of 

sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum mandatory sentence as 

provided herein. During the mandatory 30 days imprisonment, such offender shall have a 

psychological evaluation prepared for the court to assist the court in determining 

conditions of probation. Such conditions shall include, but not be limited to, the 

completion of an anger management program; and 

 

(2) subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5) is a: 

 

(A) Class A nonperson misdemeanor, except as provided in subsection (b)(2)(B); 

and 

 

(B) nonperson felony upon the second or subsequent conviction of cruelty to 

animals as defined in subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5). Upon such 
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conviction, a person shall be sentenced to not less than five days or more than one 

year’s imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $2,500. The 

person convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or 

reduction of sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum 

mandatory sentence as provided herein. 

 

(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to: 

 

(1) Normal or accepted veterinary practices; 

 

(2) bona fide experiments carried on by commonly recognized research facilities; 

 

(3) killing, attempting to kill, trapping, catching or taking of any animal in accordance 

with the provisions of chapter 32 or chapter 47 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(4) rodeo practices accepted by the rodeo cowboys’ association; 

 

(5) the humane killing of an animal that is diseased or disabled beyond recovery for any 

useful purpose, or the humane killing of animals for population control, by the owner 

thereof or the agent of such owner residing outside of a city or the owner thereof within a 

city if no animal shelter or licensed veterinarian is within the city, or by a licensed 

veterinarian at the request of the owner thereof, or by any officer of an animal shelter, a 

local or state health officer or a licensed veterinarian three business days following the 

receipt of any such animal at such shelter; 

 

(6) with respect to farm animals, normal or accepted practices of animal husbandry, 

including the normal and accepted practices for the slaughter of such animals for food or 

by-products and the careful or thrifty management of one’s herd or animals, including 

animal care practices common in the industry or region; 

 

 

(7) the killing of any animal by any person at any time which may be found outside of the 

owned or rented property of the owner or custodian of such animal and which is found 

injuring or posing a threat to any person, farm animal or property; 

 

(8) an animal control officer trained by a licensed veterinarian in the use of a tranquilizer 

gun, using such gun with the appropriate dosage for the size of the animal, when such 

animal is vicious or could not be captured after reasonable attempts using other methods; 

 

(9) laying an equine down for medical or identification purposes; 

 

(10) normal or accepted practices of pest control, as defined in  K.S.A. 2-2438a(x), and 

amendments thereto; or 
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(11) accepted practices of animal husbandry pursuant to regulations promulgated by the 

United States department of agriculture for domestic pet animals under the animal 

welfare act, public law 89-544, as amended and in effect on July 1, 2006. 

 

(d) The provisions of subsection (a)(6) shall not apply to any person exposing poison upon their 

premises for the purpose of destroying wolves, coyotes or other predatory animals. 

 

(e) Any public health officer, law enforcement officer, licensed veterinarian or officer or agent of 

any animal shelter or other appropriate facility may take into custody any animal, upon either 

private or public property, that clearly shows evidence of cruelty to animals. Such officer, agent 

or veterinarian may inspect, care for or treat such animal or place such animal in the care of an 

animal shelter or licensed veterinarian for treatment, boarding or other care or, if an officer of 

such animal shelter or such veterinarian determines that the animal appears to be diseased or 

disabled beyond recovery for any useful purpose, for humane killing. The owner or custodian, if 

known or reasonably ascertainable, shall be notified in writing. If the owner or custodian is 

charged with a violation of this section, the law enforcement agency, district attorney's office, 

county prosecutor, veterinarian or animal shelter may petition the district court in the county in 

which the animal was taken into custody to transfer ownership of the animal at any time after 21 

days after the owner or custodian is notified or, if the owner or custodian is not known or 

reasonably ascertainable after 21 days after the animal is taken into custody, unless the owner or 

custodian of the animal files a renewable cash or performance bond with the county clerk of the 

county where the animal is being held, in an amount equal to not less than the cost of care and 

treatment of the animal for 30 days. Upon receiving such petition, the court shall determine 

whether the animal may be transferred. 

 

(f) The owner or custodian of an animal transferred pursuant to subsection (e) shall not be 

entitled to recover damages for the transfer of such animal unless the owner proves that such 

transfer was unwarranted. 

 

 

(g) Expenses incurred for the care, treatment or boarding of any animal, taken into custody 

pursuant to subsection (e), pending prosecution of the owner or custodian of such animal for the 

crime of cruelty to animals, shall be assessed to the owner or custodian as a cost of the case if the 

owner or custodian is adjudicated guilty of such crime. 

 

(h) If a person is adjudicated guilty of the crime of cruelty to animals, such animal shall not be 

returned to or remain with such person. Such animal may be turned over to an animal shelter or 

licensed veterinarian for sale or other disposition. 

 

(i) As used in this section: 

 

(1) “Animal shelter” means the same as such term is defined in K.S.A. 47–1701, and 

amendments thereto;  

 

(2) “Equine” means a horse, pony, mule, jenny, donkey or hinny; and 
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(3) “maliciously” means a state of mind characterized by actual evil-mindedness or 

specific intent to do a harmful act without a reasonable justification or excuse. 

 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6414 (2017). Unlawful conduct of dog fighting; unlawful attendance 

of dog fighting; unlawful possession of dog fighting paraphernalia. 

 

(a) Unlawful conduct of dog fighting is: 

 

(1) Causing, for amusement or gain, any dog to fight with or injure another dog, with no 

requirement of culpable mental state; 

 

(2) knowingly permitting such fighting or injuring on premises under one’s ownership, 

charge or control; or 

 

(3) training, owning, keeping, transporting or selling any dog with the intent of having it 

fight with or injure another dog. 

 

(b) Unlawful possession of dog fighting paraphernalia is possession, with the intent to use in the 

unlawful conduct of dog fighting, any breaking stick, treadmill, wheel, hot walker, cat mill, cat 

walker, jenni, or other paraphernalia. 

 

(c) Unlawful attendance of dog fighting is, entering or remaining on the premises where the 

unlawful conduct of dog fighting is occurring, whether the person knows or has reason to know 

that dog fighting is occurring on the premises. 

 

(d) 

 

(1) Unlawful conduct of dog fighting is a severity level 10, nonperson felony. 

 

(2) Unlawful possession of dog fighting paraphernalia is a class A nonperson 

misdemeanor. 

 

(3) Unlawful attendance of dog fighting is a class B nonperson misdemeanor. 

 

(e) When a person is arrested under this section, a law enforcement agency may take into 

custody any dog on the premises where the dog fight is alleged to have occurred and any dog 

owned or kept on the premises of any person arrested for unlawful conduct of dog fighting, 

unlawful attendance of dog fighting, or unlawful possession of dog fighting paraphernalia. 

 

(f) When a law enforcement agency takes custody of a dog under this section, such agency may 

place the dog in the care of an animal shelter or licensed veterinarian for boarding, treatment or 

other care. If it appears to a licensed veterinarian that the dog is diseased or disabled beyond 

recovery for any useful purpose, such dog may be humanely killed. The dog may be sedated, 
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isolated or restrained if such officer, agent or veterinarian determines it to be in the best interest 

of the dog, other animals at the animal shelter or personnel of the animal shelter. If the dog is 

placed in the care of an animal shelter, the board of county commissioners in the county where 

the animal was taken into custody shall establish and approve procedures whereby the law 

enforcement agency, district attorney's office, county prosecutor, veterinarian or animal shelter 

may petition the district court in the county in which the animal was taken into custody to be 

allowed to place the dog for adoption or transfer ownership of the dog at any time after 21 days 

after the dog is taken into custody, unless the owner or custodian of the dog files a renewable 

cash or performance bond with the county clerk of the county where the dog is being held, in an 

amount equal to not less than the cost of care and treatment of the dog for 30 days. Upon 

receiving such petition, the court shall determine whether the dog may be placed for adoption or 

transferred. The board of county commissioners in the county where the animal was taken into 

custody shall review the cost of care and treatment being charged by the animal shelter 

maintaining the animal. Except as provided in subsection (g), if it appears to the licensed 

veterinarian by physical examination that the dog has not been trained for aggressive conduct or 

is a type of dog that is not commonly bred or trained for aggressive conduct, the district or 

county attorney shall order that the dog be returned to its owner when the dog is not needed as 

evidence in a case filed under this section or 21-6412 and amendments thereto. The owner or 

keeper of a dog placed for adoption or humanely transferred under this subsection shall not be 

entitled to damages unless the owner or keeper proves that such placement or transfer was 

unwarranted. 

 

(g) If a person is convicted of unlawful conduct of dog fighting, unlawful attendance of dog 

fighting or unlawful possession of dog fighting paraphernalia, a dog taken into custody pursuant 

to subsection (e) shall not be returned to such person and the court shall order the owner or 

keeper to pay to the animal shelter or licensed veterinarian all expenses incurred for the care, 

treatment and boarding of such dog, including any damages caused by such dog, prior to 

conviction of the owner or keeper. Disposition of such dog shall be in accordance with K.S.A. 

21-6412, and amendments thereto. If no such conviction results, the dog shall be returned to the 

owner or keeper and the court shall order the county where the dog was taken into custody to pay 

to the law enforcement agency, veterinarian or animal shelter all expenses incurred by the shelter 

for the care, treatment and boarding of such dog, including any damages caused by such dog, 

prior to its return. 

 

(h) A person who violates the provisions of this section may also be prosecuted for, convicted of, 

and punished for cruelty to animals. 

 

(i) As used in this section, “animal shelter” means the same as such term is defined in K.S.A. 47–

1701, and amendments thereto. 

 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6415 (2017). Illegal ownership or keeping of an animal. 

 

(a) Illegal ownership or keeping of an animal is, with no requirement of a culpable mental state, 

owning, or keeping on one’s premises, an animal by a person convicted of unlawful conduct of 
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dog fighting as defined in K.S.A. 21-6414, and amendments thereto, or cruelty to animals as 

defined in subsection (a)(1) of K.S.A. 21-6412, and amendments thereto, within five years of the 

date of such conviction. 

 

(b) Illegal ownership or keeping of an animal is a class B nonperson misdemeanor. 

 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6416 (2017). Harming or killing certain dogs. 

 

(a) Inflicting harm, disability or death to a police dog, arson dog, assistance dog, game warden 

dog or search and rescue dog is knowingly, and without lawful cause or justification poisoning, 

inflicting great bodily harm, permanent disability or death, upon a police dog, arson dog, 

assistance dog, game warden dog or search and rescue dog. 

 

(b) Inflicting harm, disability or death to a police dog, arson dog, assistance dog, game warden 

dog or search and rescue dog is a nonperson felony. Upon conviction of this subsection, a person 

shall be sentenced to not less than 30 days or more than one year’s imprisonment and be fined 

not less than $500 nor more than $5,000. The person convicted shall not be eligible for release 

on probation, suspension or reduction of sentence or parole until the person has served the 

minimum mandatory sentence as provided herein. During the mandatory 30 days imprisonment, 

such offender shall have a psychological evaluation prepared for the court to assist the court in 

determining conditions of probation. Such conditions shall include, but not be limited to, the 

completion of an anger management program. 

 

(c) As used in this section: 

 

(1) “Arson dog” means any dog which is owned, or the service of which is employed, by 

the state fire marshal or a fire department for the principal purpose of aiding in the 

detection of liquid accelerants in the investigation of fires; 

 

(2) “assistance dog” has the meaning provided by K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 39–1113, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(3) “fire department” means a public fire department under the control of the governing 

body of a city, township, county, fire district or benefit district or a private fire 

department operated by a nonprofit corporation providing fire protection services for a 

city, township, county, fire district or benefit district under contract with the governing 

body of the city, township, county or district; 

 

(4) “game warden dog” means any dog which is owned, or the service of which is 

employed, by the Kansas department of wildlife, parks and tourism for the purpose of 

aiding in detection of criminal activity, enforcement of laws, apprehension of offenders 

or location of persons or wildlife; 
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(5) “police dog” means any dog which is owned, or the service of which is employed, by 

a law enforcement agency for the principal purpose of aiding in the detection of criminal 

activity, enforcement of laws or apprehension of offenders; and 

 

(6) “search and rescue dog” means any dog which is owned or the service of which is 

employed, by a law enforcement or emergency response agency for the purpose of aiding 

in the location of persons missing in disasters or other times of need. 

 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6417 (2017). Unlawful conduct of cockfighting; unlawful possession of 

cockfighting paraphernalia; unlawful attendance of cockfighting. 

 

(a) Unlawful conduct of cockfighting is: 

 

(1) Causing, for amusement or gain, any gamecock to fight with or injure or kill another 

gamecock, with no requirement of culpable mental state; 

 

(2) knowingly permitting such fighting or injuring on premises under one’s ownership, 

charge or control; or 

 

(3) training, grooming, preparing or medicating any gamecock with the intent of having it 

fight with or injure or kill another gamecock. 

 

(b) Unlawful possession of cockfighting paraphernalia is possession of, with the intent to use in 

the unlawful conduct of cockfighting, spurs, gaffs, swords, leather training spur covers or 

anything worn by a gamecock during a fight to further the killing power of such gamecock. 

 

(c) Unlawful attendance of cockfighting is entering or remaining on the premises where the 

unlawful conduct of cockfighting is occurring, whether or not the person knows or has reason to 

know that cockfighting is occurring on the premises. 

 

(d) 

(1) Unlawful conduct of cockfighting is a level 10, nonperson felony. 

 

(2) Unlawful possession of cockfighting paraphernalia is a class A nonperson 

misdemeanor. 

 

(3) Unlawful attendance of cockfighting is a class B nonperson misdemeanor. 

 

(e) As used in this section, “gamecock” means a domesticated fowl that is bred, reared or trained 

for the purpose of fighting with other fowl. 

 

(f) A person who violates the provisions of this section may also be prosecuted for, convicted of, 

and punished for cruelty to animals. 
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KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6602 (2017). Classification of misdemeanors and terms of 

confinement; possible disposition. 

 

(a) For the purpose of sentencing, the following classes of misdemeanors and the punishment 

and the terms of confinement authorized for each class are established: 

 

(1) Class A, the sentence for which shall be a definite term of confinement in the county 

jail which shall be fixed by the court and shall not exceed one year; 

(2) class B, the sentence for which shall be a definite term of confinement in the county 

jail which shall be fixed by the court and shall not exceed six months; 

 

(3) class C, the sentence for which shall be a definite term of confinement in the county 

jail which shall be fixed by the court and shall not exceed one month; and 

 

(4) unclassified misdemeanors, which shall include all crimes declared to be 

misdemeanors without specification as to class, the sentence for which shall be in 

accordance with the sentence specified in the statute that defines the crime; if no penalty 

is provided in such law, the sentence shall be the same penalty as provided herein for a 

class C misdemeanor. 

 

(b) Upon conviction of a misdemeanor, a person may be punished by a fine, as provided in 

section 1, and amendments thereto, instead of or in addition to confinement, as provided in this 

section. 

 

(c) In addition to or in lieu of any other sentence authorized by law, whenever there is evidence 

that the act constituting the misdemeanor was substantially related to the possession, use or 

ingestion of cereal malt beverage or alcoholic liquor by such person, the court may order such 

person to attend and satisfactorily complete an alcohol or drug education or training program 

certified by the chief judge of the judicial district or licensed by the secretary of for aging and 

disability services. 

 

(d) Except as provided in subsection (e), in addition to or in lieu of any other sentence authorized 

by law, whenever a person is convicted of having committed, while under 21 years of age, a 

misdemeanor under K.S.A. 8-1599, 41-719 or 41-727 or K.S.A. 21-5701 through 21-5717, and 

amendments thereto, the court shall order such person to submit to and complete an alcohol and 

drug evaluation by a community-based alcohol and drug safety action program certified pursuant 

to K.S.A. 8-1008, and amendments thereto, and to pay a fee not to exceed the fee established by 

that statute for such evaluation. If the court finds that the person is indigent, the fee may be 

waived. 

 

(e) If the person is 18 or more years of age but less than 21 years of age and is convicted of a 

violation of K.S.A. 41-727, and amendments thereto, involving cereal malt beverage, the 

provisions of subsection (d) are permissive and not mandatory. 
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KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6611 (2017). Fines; crimes committed on or after July 1, 1993. 
 

(a) A person who has been convicted of a felony may, in addition to the sentence authorized by 

law, be ordered to pay a fine which shall be fixed by the court as follows: 

 

(1) For any off-grid felony crime, or any felony ranked in severity level 1 of the drug grid 

committed prior to July 1, 2012, or in severity levels 1 or 2 of the drug grid committed on 

or after July 1, 2012, as provided in K.S.A. 2012 Supp. 21-6805, and amendments 

thereto, a sum not exceeding $ 500,000; 

(2) for any felony ranked in severity levels 1 through 5 of the nondrug grid as provided in 

K.S.A. 2012 Supp. 21-6804, and amendments thereto, or in severity levels 2 or 3 of the 

drug grid committed prior to July 1, 2012, or in severity levels 3 or 4 of the drug grid 

committed on or after July 1, 2012, as provided in K.S.A. 2012 Supp. 21-6805, and 

amendments thereto, a sum not exceeding $ 300,000; and 

 

(3) for any felony ranked in severity levels 6 through 10 of the nondrug grid as provided 

in K.S.A. 2012 Supp. 21-6804, and amendments thereto, or in severity level 4 of the drug 

grid committed prior to July 1, 2012, or in severity level 5 of the drug grid committed on 

or after July 1, 2012, as provided in K.S.A. 2012 Supp. 21-6805, and amendments 

thereto, a sum not exceeding $ 100,000. 

 

(b) A person who has been convicted of a misdemeanor, in addition to or instead of the 

imprisonment authorized by law, may be sentenced to pay a fine which shall be fixed by the court 

as follows: 

 

(1) For a class A misdemeanor, a sum not exceeding $2,500; 

 

(2) for a class B misdemeanor, a sum not exceeding $1,000; 

 

(3) for a class C misdemeanor, a sum not exceeding $500; and 

 

(4) for an unclassified misdemeanor, any sum authorized by the statute that defines the 

crime. If no penalty is provided in such law, the fine shall not exceed the fine provided 

herein for a class C misdemeanor. 

 

(c) As an alternative to any of the above fines, the fine imposed may be fixed at any greater sum 

not exceeding double the pecuniary gain derived from the crime by the offender. 

 

(d) A person who has been convicted of a traffic infraction may be sentenced to pay a fine which 

shall be fixed by the court, not exceeding $500. 

 

(e) A person who has been convicted of a cigarette or tobacco infraction shall be sentenced to pay 

a fine of $25. 

 

(f) The provisions of this section shall apply to crimes committed on or after July 1, 1993. 
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KAN. STAT. ANN. § 47-646 (2017). Killing dog lawful, when. 

 

It shall be lawful for any person at any time to kill any dog which may be found injuring or 

attempting to injure any livestock as defined in KAN. STAT. ANN. § 47-1001, and amendments 

thereto. 

 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 47-839 (2017). Confidentiality; exceptions; waiver. 

 

(a) Except as otherwise provided under K.S.A. 47-622 and 47-624, and amendments thereto, a 

licensed veterinarian shall not disclose any information concerning the veterinarian’s care of an 

animal except on written authorization or other waiver by the veterinarian’s client or on 

appropriate court order or subpoena. Any veterinarian who releases information under written 

authorization or other waiver by the client or under court order or subpoena shall not be liable to 

the client or any other person. The privilege provided by this section shall be waived under the 

following circumstances: (1) Reporting cruel or inhumane treatment of any animal to federal, 

state or local governmental agencies; (2) where information is necessary to provide care in an 

emergency where the absence of immediate medical attention could reasonably be expected to 

place the animal’s health in serious jeopardy or impair bodily function; (3) where the failure to 

disclose vaccination information may endanger the public’s health, safety or welfare; (4) where 

the veterinarian’s client or the owner of the animal places the veterinarian’s care and treatment of 

the animal or the nature and extent of injuries to the animal at issue in any civil or criminal 

proceeding; or (5) in relation to any investigation by the board and any subsequent administrative 

disciplinary action brought by the board. 

 

 

KAN. STAT. ANN. § 60-4104 (2017). Covered offenses and conduct giving rise to forfeiture. 

 

Conduct and offenses giving rise to forfeiture under this act, whether or not there is a prosecution 

or conviction related to the offense, are: 

 

(a) All offenses which statutorily and specifically authorize forfeiture; 

 

(b) violations involving controlled substances, as described in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5701 

through 21–5717, and amendments thereto; 

 

(c) theft, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5801, and amendments thereto; 

 

(d) criminal discharge of a firearm, as defined in subsections (a)(1) and (a)(2) of K.S.A. 2011 

Supp. 21–6308, and amendments thereto; 

 

(e) gambling, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–6404, and amendments thereto, and 

commercial gambling, as defined in subsection (a)(1) of K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–6406, and 

amendments thereto; 
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(f) counterfeiting, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5825, and amendments thereto; 

 

(g) unlawful possession of a scanning device or reencoder, as described in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 

21–6108, and amendments thereto; 

 

(h) medicaid fraud, as described in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5925 through 21–5934, and 

amendments thereto; 

(i) an act or omission occurring outside this state, which would be a violation in the place of 

occurrence and would be described in this section if the act occurred in this state, whether or not 

it is prosecuted in any state; 

 

(j) an act or omission committed in furtherance of any act or omission described in this section 

including any inchoate or preparatory offense, whether or not there is a prosecution or conviction 

related to the act or omission; 

 

(k) any solicitation or conspiracy to commit any act or omission described in this section, 

whether or not there is a prosecution or conviction related to the act or omission; 

 

(l) furtherance of terrorism or illegal use of weapons of mass destruction, as described in K.S.A. 

2011 Supp. 21–5423, and amendments thereto; 

 

(m) unlawful conduct of dog fighting and unlawful possession of dog fighting paraphernalia, as 

defined in subsections (a) and (b) of K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–6414, and amendments thereto; 

 

(n) unlawful conduct of cockfighting and unlawful possession of cockfighting paraphernalia, as 

defined in subsections (a) and (b) of K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–6417, and amendments thereto; 

 

(o)  selling sexual relations, as defined in K.S.A. 2015 Supp. 21-6419, and amendments thereto, 

promoting the sale of sexual relations, as defined in K.S.A. 2015 Supp. 21-6420, and 

amendments thereto, and buying sexual relations, as defined in K.S.A. 2015 Supp. 21-6421, and 

amendments thereto; 

(p) human trafficking and aggravated human trafficking, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–

5426, and amendments thereto; 

 

(q) violations of the banking code, as described in K.S.A. 9–2012, and amendments thereto; 

 

(r) mistreatment of a dependent adult, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5417, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(s) giving a worthless check, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5821, and amendments thereto; 

 

(t) forgery, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5823, and amendments thereto; 

 

(u) making false information, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5824, and amendments 

thereto; 
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(v) criminal use of a financial card, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5828, and amendments 

thereto; 

 

(w) unlawful acts concerning computers, as described in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5839, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(x) identity theft and identity fraud, as defined in subsections (a) and (b) of K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 

21–6107, and amendments thereto;  

 

(y) electronic solicitation, as defined in K.S.A. 2011 Supp. 21–5509, and amendments thereto;  

 

(z) felony violations of fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer, as described in K.S.A.  

8–1568, and amendments thereto; 

 

(aa)  commercial sexual exploitation of a child, as defined in K.S.A. 2013 Supp. 21-6422, and 

amendments thereto; 

 

(bb) violations of the Kansas racketeer influenced and corrupt organization act, as described in 

K.S.A. 2013 Supp. 21-6329, and amendments thereto;  

 

(cc) indecent solicitation of a child and aggravated indecent solicitation of a child, as defined in 

K.S.A. 2013 Supp. 21-5508, and amendments thereto; and 

 

(dd) sexual exploitation of a child, as defined in K.S.A. 2013 Supp. 21-5510, and amendments 

thereto. 

 

(ee)  violation of a consumer protection order as defined in section 4, and amendments thereto. 

 

 


